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OOVIRNMIIIT OP MIIttM. 


OOTEBNOB OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency CoUniel the Rifrht Hon 'hie Sir Feahois STAMUnr 

jACKiiON, P.l'., G.C.I.E. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNdL. * 

The Hon*l)le Mr. A. Mabu, c.i.b.» i.c.t., m olutfgB of tho fbUoiriag 
portfoiios 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Re veuve. 

d. Commerce and Industrial sobjeott* 

4. Marine. 

6. European EducatiolL 
6. Tie^islative. 

The Hon’ble Sir Prov.4sh Chondib Mittek, kt., c.i.i., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisitioi . 

3. Excluded Areaf. 

4. Jails. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Aboelke&im QurznAVSt rr., in charge of 
the following portfolios 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jnrisdictton. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

*5. Forests. 

6. IrrigaiiiMu 
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OOYEBKMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. B. PimmcEi o.i.b., i.c«s., in charge of the 
following portfolioe:— 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

8. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 

7. Ilasaribagb Reformatory School. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hou’ble Ehan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui, in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2, Public Works. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ehwaja Nazimuddin, c.i.b., in charge of the follow* 
ing portfolios: — 

1 . Education. 

2 Registration. 

The Hoit*ble Mr. Buoy Prasad Sixoh Rot, in charge of the following 
portfolios: — 


1. Ijooal SeU-GoTemment. 

2 . 



OOYEBNMKNT OF BENGAL. 


» 


FEINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEG1SLATI7E 
COUNCIL. 


PSESIBBirT. 

The Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray CHAvnuvRi, kt., of 
Santoah. 


Deputy Phesiheht. 

Mr. Razaue Rahman Khan, b.l. 


Panol of Chtirmon for tho Thirty-oixth ioitiofi. 

1. Mr. W, L, Teayees, c.i.e., o.b.e. 

2. Mr. A. F. Rahman. 

3. Mr. B. C. Chatter jee, Bar.-at-Law. 

4. Rai Bahadur Kib^siiAB Chandra Baneiui. 


Socrotary to the Council — J* Bartlet, i.c.o. 

Aiaiatant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hutchison and K. If. 
Majumdae. 


Begiitnr to the Council — J. W. McKat, 




BENGAL LCGISLATtVB COUBQIU 

ALPHAtiTIOAL LIST OF MiMOERt. 


A 

Ali» Maulvi Haaaan. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher, [Jaatora South (Muhammadan).] 

4li« Mr. AUaf. [Bogra (Muhammadau).] 

i 

Daksh, Maulvi Shaik Rahim. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Bakih. Maulvi Syed Majid. [Jeasore North (Muhammadan).] 

Bal, Babu lialit Kumar. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muhamuiadau).] 
Bal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Debend ra Nath. [24-I*argunn« Uural North 
(Non-Muhammadan) . ] 

Banerji, Rai Bahadur Kenhab Chandra. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-rHrgana8 Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.b.e. [Rangpur West (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Basir TTddin, Maulvi Mohammed. jRainhahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Balm Jatindra Nath, [(hilcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Baeu, Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Noclia (Noii-Muhanimadan). ] 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M., Bar.-at-liuw. [('alcutta Ea«t (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bural, Babu Gokul Chand. [Calcutta South ('entnil (Non-Muhnm- 
madan).] 

Bum. Mr. H. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

C 

Chutterjee, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-Law. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muham- 
madan/, j 

ChaudhuH, Babu Siebori Mohan. [R^jshahi (Non-Muhamnu^an).] 
Chaudhurt. Dr. Jogendni Chandra. fBogra rum Pabna (Non-Mutapj; 
inadan).] 

Chaudhnri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuasaman. [Fandpnr North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Khan si^dur Maulvi Hadiur Bajim^. (Ifomint^ 
ifim-oflieial-) 



g ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEB8. 

Cfaaudhuri, Maulvi Syed Osman Haider* [Tippera North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Xural Ahsar. [Chiltagon^ North (Muhamma« 
dan).] 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Bural (Muham- 
madan).] 

Clark, Mr. I.. A. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Coppinger, Major General W. V., c.i.E., n.s.o., m.d., f.r.c.s.i., i.M.8. 
(Nominated Official.) 

tJooper, Mr. C. 0. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

D 

Dain, Mr. G. U., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Das, Balm Sutyendni Kumar. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar, m.h.e. [Chittagong (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dash, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr, Haridhun. [Calcutta C^entral (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


Easson, Mr. G. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [Mymensingh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

taroqui, the Bon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Minister.] [Tippera 
South (Muhammadan).] 

Fawcus, Mr. L. R. ^Nominated Official.) 

Faslullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

G 

Gangali, Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Nominated Official.) 

Ghoae, Dr. Amulya Ratan. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghose, Rai Bahadur Sasonka Comar, c.i.e, (Dacca University.) 
Ghuinavi, the Hon’ble Alhodj Sir Abdelkerim, kt. (Member, Executiva 
Council.) 

Gilchrist, Mr. R. N, (Nominated Official.) 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas, c.i.e- (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Gordon, Mr. A. D. (Indian Tea Association.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF HEMBEBS. 

GoAa, Babu ProfuUa Kumar. [24-Parganaa Municipal North (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Qnha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. JT. N., c.i.e., u.b.e. [Bankura Went (Non-Muhommadan).] 
Gnmer, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

Hakim. Maulvi Abdul. [Mvmen.'^ingh (Vntral (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azijsu). [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Iloquc, Kazi Emdadul. [liangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab Musharnit, Khan Bahadur. [Malda ntm Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan). ] 

IIoBsain. Maulvi Muhammad. [ Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul. (Noakhali East (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul, [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

HuHsain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Hutchings, Dfr. K. H. (Nominated ttfficial.) 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [ Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamisuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
*Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman, n.L. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 


L 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Luke, Mr. N. R. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiii, Mr. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., r.i.E. (Member, Executive Council.) 
McCluakie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Miller, Mr. C. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mittra,, Babu Sarat Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Mahammadan).] 


Deputy Preddent, Bengd Xiefiakitive CoancU. 




to AI^PBABBTICAL UST OF 

Hitter, th« Hoa'ble Sir ProvMh Chunder, kt., c.i.e. (Member, 
Executive Council.) 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaproftad, Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta Univertity,) 

MukUerji, Rai Baluuiui* Satish Chandra. [Hooarhly Sural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Ilai Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. (Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nagr, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Nag, Mr. K. C., m.b.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non^oi^icial.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kkssimbazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Naaimuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.i.e. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. Tl. R. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

0 

Onuond, Mr. E. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 


f • 

Philpot, Mr. TI, C. V. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Anandii Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Potldar, Seth llunuman Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Prentice, the Hou’hle Mr. W. 1). R., c.i.K. (Member, Executive 

Council.) 

R 

Raheem, Mr. A., c.i.e. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Asiiur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Mr, A. F. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan),] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Pargana8 Rural (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Deb. [Ifooghly Municipal (Nog- 
Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippera (Non-Muhamipadan),] 

Bay, Babu Nagendra Norayan, b.l. [RangjHir East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 
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ALPHiBKFlOAL LIST OF laDCMm 

Kumar Shib Sbekhareswar. (Hajtibabi Ijatidholdein,) 

Bajr, Maharaja Jagadish Nath, of Dinajpur. [Diaajpur (Noa* 
Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Mr. Shanti Shekhareiiwar, u.\. [Malda (Noa^Muhammadaa).] 
Bay Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non^official.) 

•Bay Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Raja Sir Maumatha Nath, kt., of 
Santosh. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satish Chandra. [Mymensingh East (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Reid, Mr. R. N., c.i.k. (Nominated Oflh'ial.) 

Rout, Babu Hoseni. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Haribansa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jitendra Nath. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. [24-PargnnaB Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar-at-Law. fJessoro South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Saileswar Singh. [Burdwan North ( Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Surat Kumar. (PrcHidency Landholders.) 

Roy, the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. [MiniKter.] [Burdwan 
South (Xon-Muhammadaii).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

i 

Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [24-ParganaB Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahana, Babu .Satya Kinkar. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Salaudditi, Mr. Khwaja. fl)a<‘ca (’ity (Muhammadan ). | 

Samad, Maulvi Abdus. [Murshidabad (Muhommadan).] 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, kt , c.i.k. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sarker, Rai Sahib Kebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Son Gupta, Dr. Naresh Chandra. [Mymensingh West (Non- 
Mubammadan).] 

Sen, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. [ Faridimr North ( Non-Muhamniadun) . ] 
Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Smith, Mr. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Solaiipan, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 


PrMfidittt of ibe l.egiilatirt Obaacfl. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBER8. 


Stapleton, Mr. H. E. (Nominated OflBcial.) 

Stronach, Mr. K. F. 0. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 
Snhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 
Sumner, Mr. C. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Swan, Mr. .T. A. L., c.i.e. /Expert, Nominated.) 


T 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Travers, Mr, W. L., c.i.e., o.b.e. [Rajshahi (European).] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Thirty-sixth Seeeion.) 

Volume XXXVI->No. 1. 

ProooeOingg of the Bengal Legislative Oounoil a ssem bled under the 
provisions of the Government of India AoL 


The Council mot in the Council ('hainWr in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Momlay, the 9th Fehruarv, 19*11, at *1 i).m. 


Present: 

Mr. President \the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Hat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon'hle Members 
of the J^xecutive CouiH'il, the three Hoirble Ministers, and 122 
nominated and elected members. 


Oaths or affirmations. 


The following members made an oath or affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown; — 


Major General AV. V. Cocpingkr, c.i.e., D.b.o., u.n., r.R.c.s.i.i 
i.u.s. 

Mr. R. N. Rkid, c.i.e. 

Mr. K. C. N\g, m.b.e. 

Mr. E. N. 

Mr. L. R. Fawcus. 

Mr. H. C. V. Phiuw. 

Mr. B. N. OiicHRisT. 

Mr.^KlIWAJA SALATTDDIir. 

Mr. C. C. MiLum. 
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE. [Sra Tm, 


PMii •! Oiiainmw, 

Mr. raCtfOCIITS In accordance with the proTisione of Bale 3 of 
the Bengal liOgislatiTe Council Bales, 1^20, I nominate the following 
members of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the 
ensuing session : — 

(1) Mr. W. L. Travers, c.i.e., o.b.e. 

^2) Mr. A. F. Rahman. 

(3) Mr. B. C. Chattrrjee, Bar.-at-Law. 

(4) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the al>ove order will preside over the deliberations of this Council in 
my absence and in the absence of the Deputy Pi’esident. 


Elaotion to tho Court of tlio Indian Institute of Coionoe at Bangaloro. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, the Government of India issued a 
notification in 1926 emlmdying the schemes for the administration and 
management of the properties and funds of the Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. An extract from the scheme is being circulated 
to you. 

In accordance with Regulation 8, clause fourteeiithly this Council 
is to send one nominee to the Court of the Institute. It would appear 
that our nominee need not necessarily be a member of the Council. 

In 1926 late Babu Surendra Nath Ray of Bebala was elected by 
this Ctuincil. The term of office of a member of the Court is five years. 
The Director of the Institute has asked us to nominate a substitute. 

I am to request you, gentlemen, to send in your nominations 
addressed to the Secretar)% duly seconded by some other member, and 
in so doing < proposer should asi^ertain previously whether hie 
nominee is willing to serve on the Court. Such nominations should 
reach the Set*retary to the Council by 3 p.m., on the 16th instant and 
the ele<Hion, if any, will he held at 2-15 p.m., on the 18th instant. 

[At 3-15 p.m. the Registrar to the Council announced to the Hxm’ble 
the President that His Excellency the Governor was without. The 
Hon^hle the President then left his seat on the dais and met His 
Excellency under the small dome in the vestibule. His Bxodlency 
then entered the Council Chamber with the HonTile the Preeiieat, and, 
at the request of the'HonIde the President, tcKik hit seat in the Presi* 
dential Chair, the Hon’ble the President being seated on Hit Excellency^t 
righi] 








fill BXWMRHIf inV liVfllWlPV 



Hit iXCELLINGY tilt COVtllli0il tf tilMAI. (HH IHgM 
Hrnm nl M Sir Frtntit iUnltir ^atkttiOi OettUmeit, I ikihk I litTt 
mare tkao the eastomary reaeoiu lor wiahiog to take advanta^ of my 
privilege of addreseing the Council to-day. The Council meets under 
new and unaccustomed conditions and hon’hle members may experience 
a sense of satisfaction, and indeed exhilaration, which comes with the 
knowledge that one has passed from the temporary and transitional to 
the permanent. Whilst the Council met in the old building over the 
way, with all its assocuations with the changing life in Calcutta, it waa 
linked with the memories of the past which it was itself transforming; 
but whilst so housed it could hardly feel its own significance. Under 
the new conditions it should gain confidence in itself through the 
knowledge that this is a permanent legislative institution, suitable and 
ready for those dex'elopments and expansions which in due course must 
ensue. 


The occasion is then indeed a historic one. The Council history of 
the last ten years, cluiiiig its tM'cufiancy of the Town Hall, provides the 
preface, and, as must he, working under conditions of unac<'Ustomed 
responsibilities, the record of success has l)eeji a varying one. To-day 
you will meet to do your work under new conditions and more congenial 
surnmn dings, which should be an inspiration for greater Parliamentary 
achievement. 

The surroundings in which one works must have an induenee upon 
the results. It is possilde, and indeed probable, that in the course of a 
short period this Council of Bengal will settle dow*n in this building 
under a system of autonomous Government, carrying the weight of far 
greater responsibility than the people of India have ever known before, 
and begin to write the first chapter of its Parliamentary administration. 
In most Parliamentary Oovemments, in various (^untries in the world, 
tradition plays an im^Kirtant part. Parliamentary tradition you, in 
Bengal, have in the main still to make. Perhaps you will not regard it 
as out of place if one who has had a good number of years of continuous 
Parliamentary life suggests that it should he the first object of every 
one who is privileged to he a meml>er of ibis Ccmncil, to do hie utmost 
to assist in building up that sound Parliamentary tradition which is a 
necessary safeguard for democratic institutions. Traditionalism is 
strongly marked in every sphere of life in Bengal. Much that is written 
in Parliament is as an inscription on sand which disappears with the 
next tide ; hut that which is written in obedience hi the higher law and 
the noblest aim, in the interests of Bengal, will remain and he handed 
down to posterity as an indeliUe tradition. Tradition muet he tested 
hs experience and the only tradiGon worth retaining is that whieli 



QowmmmAmmm^ 
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limWm, 


/expirience hag shown to be worthy and reliable: for changiiig condi- 
tions often cause tradition to become anomalous and out-of-date, and 
tradition, blindly followed, may prove a hindrance and embarrassment 
rather than an assistance. 

Gentlemen, before coming to the business of the session, 1 have a 
message from the Viceroy which he has asked me to deliver to you on 
this historic occasron: 

*‘I would ask you to convey to the members of the Bengal liegisla- 
live Council my warm congratulations on the occasion of the opening 
of their new Council Chamber, I trust that it may long be the home 
jof wise deliberation, and of constant endeavour to promote the true 
welfare of the great I*residency of Bengal/’ 

You will be asked in this session to consider fresh legislation in 
xoiinectiou with Ijck^eI Self-Government. Bills will be presented dealing 
with the amendment of the Calcutta Improvement Act and the amend- 
ment of the Asansol Mining Settlement Act. You also have before you 
a State Aid to Industries Bill. In view of the number of private Bills 
a considerable amount of time has had to he allotted for non-official 
business — a fact which shows a commendable interest and activity in 
legislation on the part of private members. 

If there is a matter for regret in c‘onnection with the opening of 
this House to-day, it is the unsatisfactory financial and economic posi- 
tion with which we are laced in Bengal at the moment. It is a fact, 
though by no means a cause for satisfaction, that the trouble extends 
not only to tbe rest of India, but tbioughout the world. Though our 
troubles are mainly due to world-wide economic distress, it 
is not possible to ignore the additional damaging effect of the civil 
^disturbance which has unfortunately pervaded the country during the 
iaiit twelve months, and is bound to re-act with special hardship upon 
Ihe very poor. 

My Government has been much pre-occupied with the conditions 
prevailing in this Presidency owing to the exceptionally low price of 
two of our stiide 4:^ps — rice and jute. 

Many suggestions have reached Government as to how they might 
gsaist in remedying the underlying cause and also for relieving the 
economic position. Government have also conferred with representa- 
tives of various interests concerned. So far they have not been convinc- 
ed that legislative action is advisable or would be productive of 
practical results. Government have, however, organised a propaganda 
campaign with the objet!! of persuading the cultivators of the naoesrity 
el immediate ciibp restriction. Reports indicate that the propegandU 
h reaching the cultivators and I suggest that it is highly desirable that 
Government’s efforts should have the active support of h^lde membett 
.and others of inffueuce ht the districts concerned^ Meanwhile^ 



omwmom maam. » 

«ra eadeaitmriiig to moot mnod^Mo diutvMi % rnmm of 
igfl^titiml lo«Ao mi )>y osaioUAoo to imUic hoiim who h$m^ 

loliof work. It is a matt^ of tatisfoolUMi to Icwow tkot tko 
Chmi^eiit of India kavo docidod to aoesf^t and five effoet to Ika reeowk 
mendations of the Royal Conuniasion on Afficttllnre and to sat up a 
Pantral Jute Committee representative of tke various interoits oonoemed. 

I do not wkh to antkipate tbe Budget statement of tlie Hon^tde 
Finance Ifember wkidb he will make in ikis House in tke oourse of tkis 
month, but I am, perkapa, not encroarkinf on kis prerogative ky 
taferrinf to the serious (dtrinkage in revenue with the ronse(|iient p«o»- 
pect of a deficit of poeeihly over Bs. oO lakhs as against budget 
anticipations. 

In tke circumstances Government have found it necessary to resort 
to drastic retrenchment, with the result that many desirable and urgent 
projects most be postponed and many deserving bodies must he deprived 
ot assistance. We cannot but sympathise with the Hon’hl© Ministers 
when their time is spent in searching for possible sources of letrwnch- 
ment rather than in the more pleasant and profitaUe task of foniMilat# 
itig scketnes of a constructive nature. It is possibi# that kon*blie 
friends find it irksome to have to labour at such a disappi>iiitijig ta«dc 
and to content themselves with the ordinary administrative woik wkiok 
their vmtous departments demaiid. However, to meet this unfortunate 
eituatifin, to which it is difhcult deinit^y to afterike the cause, tke 
Hon'Ue Ministers have laboured with great aelfuaerifiee and oouraga- 
ously la^wd realities in order to enable Cbvemiuont to meet tke future 
whick, 1 feel sure, must contain the promise of better time, and aleo to 
help the financial position which, though somewhat impaired, ik still 
sound. 

In theeo difficult and anxious times 1 have seen with much pleasure 

Botioe of a motHMi standing in tiio name of Mr. fi. M. Boas whidi I 
feel, augurs well for the future, uod wkkk will at onoe give this CauooB 
* the opportmiity of whieh th^ will not faM to take advantage of re|iiBter- 
Ing tk^r appreciation of the resttUs of the Bound Table Conleiunce held 
in London. 1 feel that you will not nnsunderstand me whan 1 sugg est 
a duty rests upon overy moniker of ^s Honiie to study with ears, 
nnd, as far as poesiUe, without prsjndloe, the. statement of the 
Frime Minister made at the termiiiation of the Cottferenoe. l^at state* 
mani pyasesits the eoo c iua ioni of Mis Majesty’s ktovaniBaent as to tke 
Maas of advaoiee to responsibtiity whuik the future Constatwiaoii lor 
India ^mdd follow as a result of the dkcussiont at tke Cnaleience. 
H Is Ineoneaivakle to me that any man, aitker inside Ikis Mourn or out 
•of it, wm liiuse, after fair study, to ese la 41^ pfopo ts l s at leust a 
draitM kusii tor lurtksr discussion. 

it otfiMt ko too alraii^y s mj^ a tw a i Mmt tka nant etags In asttia* 
mont ii Mg widbfndin. ITfum tke lauudotimi lidd In 
mntatnio of new farms el has do ha s siitii , Ihnt onunil 

S 
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be done onlese all parties and leaders in India are willing to apply 
themselves to the work. At this moment His Majesty's Government is 
considering the means by which the labours of the Conference can be 
brought to fruition. There is no stage in the process that does not call 
for the best help of all enlightened men in India. 

I am not without hope that in the near future this assistance will be 
readily forthcoming and I think that in this honourable task of fram- 
ing the constitution under which the safety, honour and welfare of 
India and her people must be assured, Bengal will lend a willing hand 
(Applaxise). 

[His Excellency the Governor then left the Council Chamber, 
preceded by the Hon'ble the President.] 

(On the return of the Hon*ble the President,) 

Nm Council HoiiMi 

Mr« PRESIDENTS Gentlemen of the Council, to^ay I am really 
prouder than ever of my privilege to fill the Presidential Chair of thk 
Council and to preside over its deliberations. This day is a red-letter 
day in our annals. Tcnlay, for the first time in our career as a legisla- 
/iive body, we are holding our meeting in the new “Council House," 
/ which is going to be our permanent home. To-day for the first time, 
we hove got access to this magnificieot chamber to do the King’s 
business and the people’s business and to exercise within its walls our 
undoubted rights and privileges. It is natural that so solemn an 
occasion will thrill us through and thiough and inspire us to approach 
our task with fresh vigour and enthusiasm. In any case, I feel it 
to l>e my duty to ask you, before we commence our business of the day, 
to realise that the sanctity of our new home is in our keeping. It is a 
most sacred trust that could be reposed in us and it is incumbent on ua 
to iealously guard it and to keep it untarnished for all time. 

You all know, that the Town Hall, where we used to meet before, 
has a glorious history of its own. That history was made by the best 
minds anuMkg Indians and Britishers. It rests with us and with those 
who will come after us, to make a history for our new home, based broad 
and deep upon Parliamentary traditions of the noblest type. I know 
that these are plants of slow growth, but we must toil front the very 
beginning and prepare our soil for such delicate plants to shoot up and 
bear fruit. Patience, as you all know, is a great virtue and disciplino 
has its ebaatening effect. During the last four or five years that I hav# 
been President of this Council, I have striven hard to establisli real 
traditions m Parliameatary Government, so far as this Council is 
concerned. I do hope 'that in the future it will be our privilege to ^ 
much good work i4|gether in this direction. I feel within my heart of 
hearts that we aae making a very fair start to-day and that the *^uiieD 
Mouse*’ has been opaned under happy auguries. 
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» Im will, iMorliaiNi, iiy tkai tka daaik of Poiidit Xolilsl Ndiro, 
l^ck melanckoty oveat took place only tke otker day, kaa coat a g^ooea 
oii our rninda and tkat we are still under tke skadow of tkat sorrow. It 
aiay be so; for, ke was really a self-less patriot and a oonstitution- 
aUsi. As a statesman of masculine int^leet, robust optimism and rare 
penonality, ke was admired by botk Indians and Britiskers in tkis 
country. Bengal, like every other part of India, mourns kis loss; but, 
we must learn to look for tke permanent in the mutalde and fleeting. 
If our bark sink it is to the next sea. In any case^ we must not allow 
our sorrow to crush tke new spirit which has inmie to dwell within ut 
to-day, on account of tke new environment. I, therefore, invite >*ou, 
gentlemen, to engage yourselves in tke work tkat lies before you with 
unbending will to reach tke goal. 

The Mr« A4 MARRs I have much pleasure in taking this 

opportunity of congratulating you. Sir, and all tke members of tkis 
Council on (^ming into possession of our own. For more yeam than we 
care to think al>oiit now, ever since the Reformed Constitution came into 
being, we have laboured as best we could in a most unsuitable building 
with very bad acoustics and in most unsuitable surroundings. 

However, I as one of the older nieml»ers of this House— I was going 
to say the oldest, hut my fiierul here has just come back fitun the Round 
Table Conference in time to forestall me — <‘an testify that these years 
of difU'omfort have Wen most ;>atiently home by uoti-ofticial and oflicial 
meinWrs alike, as we knew' that we had our ultimate home to look 
forward to. That time has now come, to-diy we have entered into 
(M*cupati<ui, and 1. urn very glad, Kir, to take this oppoitunity of felici- 
tating you, Sir, and ourselves on this occasion when this building has 
been so auspiciously opened by His Excellency the Governor. 

•tamd Qiiiititiii 

(to whioti oral tw o on i tooro giviiiX 
Riliiio of pri w n o n for roNoting oongootioiii in MtOi 

M. Mr. NAReNDRA KUMAR iAtUs Will tke Hon’ble 
Member in charge of (he Political (Jails) DepartOient be pleased to 
state how many prisoners convicted of crimes of non-political nature 
hare beoit released from Bengal jails during tke last six months before 
the ei^iry of their sentences to make room lor so-called politiral 
lirisoiitiir 
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Mtllllll in Marst «f POLITICAL (JAIL^ OiPAIITMiNT 
(OM Mr PrWMfc CtWMltr MittaOi In order to relieve o«m< 

gmtioB in prisons 1,388 convicts were released tinder the ordeie of 
Qov^mment before the expiry of their sentences. 


Mr. Pn ftANER^I: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
as rejfards the number of conricts so released, whether their sentences 
were for a long peripd or a short one? 


Thi HMlHa Sir PROVAtN OHUNDER MITTERt I want notice. 


Rai SaliMlur KfMAR CHANDRA RANERdll WiU the H<m*ble 
Member be pleased to state whether before coming to a decision Govern- 
ment were satisfied that the release of convicts before the expiry of 
their sentences would not afi'ect public peace and tranquillity? 


Thi Hon’bla 8hr PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Yes. 


Coal inoiirrad intimtliiig tlw ohanfa of wMirats of tha Hofi’Ma 
MlnifUr af Sduoilioii. 

Hr. NARENDRA KUMAR IMfUt Will the Hon’We 
Minister in charge of the Education Bepartment be pleased to state 

(i) ^hat expenditure was incurred by the Bengal Secretariat Press 
for printing the letter intimating the change of address of 
the Hon*ble Minister in charge of the Education Depart- 
ment; and 

(ti) the amount spent in Service stamps for the issue of the same? 


MlMCrtR in <««*•» W WVCATICII fPA WTMW iT (tk. 
HW^I. Mr. Khiraln NuiiiiiNWiti>i (i) R«. 24. 

m B*. 


♦. M. CNfllSt Will th« Hoa’lde be lAened “to MMe 

toiy IwneMr of 'Qovennwmt bed «t «gr tlite talm .ivMUUige 
.f Oovenunent Booey tor Ais tort of tnninewf 



QFBeflONS. 
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1 Hm NMWt Hr. KMWMA NMEIMUDOMl A* a m»Mu of tact 
ip waa doe to a laut^ on tli« part af tpc cWrlc. But I pnaaidiir tkit 

a le^n^niate chargfe on the provincial revennea. 

ApptMfiiiiit of a toorotary to Hit OovariMiiiit froai c! r rr 
of Rrovlnoial Saryteii., 

*3. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASUS (o) I» the Hon ’hie 
Member in charfre of the Appointment Deportment aware that no 
member of the Provincial Services in Ben^l holding a Hated post 
has ever been appointed a Secretary to the Government? 

(h) Is there any bar to such an appointment l>eing made? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Meml»er 
be pleased to state why no such appointment has been made? 

MEMBER in eharga af APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Ola 
Hoiplilf Mr. W. D. R. Pnntioa)t (ti) It is not a fact. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 


» 

CamNry fiipiar ihop at Elf CarEan Raaali Raadi KhMarpam. 

•4. Rai BiMttr Or. NARIDNAN DUTTi (o) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Depart- 
ment aware that the country liquor shop at 88, Garden Beach Bead, 
Kidderpore, is situated only about 35 yards away from the Dockyard 
gate, 46 yards from Messrs. John King & Co.’s Factory, 35 yards from 
the Port Commissioners’ Workshop, about 225 yards from the workshop 
of Messrs. Cox d Kings (Agents), Ltd., and 270 yards from the work« 
•hop of Messrs. Steel Products, Ltd.? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Collecrtor of Exciae has 
obtained objections to the above location of the grog shop from the 
CoQuniMioners for the Port of Calcutta, Messrs. John King A Co., 
Ltd., Steel Products, Ltd., and Cox d Kings (Agents), I.td., as well as 
fitmt the people of the locality? 

<o) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of a feeling that exists that the 
preseacs of this grog i^op in the indnstrial area places temptation in 
the way of the workmen and is prejudicial to the physical, moral and 
economical well-being of the poor and illiterate la^uring classes? 

(d) t$ the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of removing 
the Hqisor shop to another site where no such objections to it can be 
raised? If so, when? 
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MINltTIR Ni oharft «f AGRICULTURt and lilBIItTRlit 
<IXCiii) DiPARTMENT 0k§ Hoii*bla Mr. Rijay Pfisad M«h Ray): 

(a) Yea : the facta aa atated are aubatantially correct. 

(6) Yea. 

(c) Government are not aware of any auch feeling in the locality. 

(d) The Licenaing Board at a meeting held in December, 1930, 
directed the licenaee to find another site, on the Mnnahiganj Road, in 
the aame locality after the lat March, 1931. 


Rit Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DOTT; If Government ia not aware 

of any feeling in the locality, then why has this action under (d) been 
taken P 


Tha HonHHe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It has been taken 
only in the interests of the public. 


Ovanaars and auh-ovartears of the dittriot boards. 

•5. Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Goveniment Department be leased 
to state whether equal scale of pay and allowances is granted to all 
the cverseers and 8ub*^ver8eerH by all the district boards of the 
province and what is the minimum qualification for these |x>st8 of 
different cadres of services? 

(b) If the minimum qualification for these posts be the same and 
the scale of pay for them be different, what is the reason for such 
difference P 

(c) What is the minimum qualification required of the same kind 
of ofBcers in the Public Works Department, and what was their scale 
of j>ay before revision and now after revision? 

(ft) Are Government considering the desirability of prescribing 
uniform rates of pay of these officers in all the district boards in accord* 
nnee with the scales allowed in the Public Works Department? 

MINltTIR In ohirit of LOCAL 8ELP-GOVRRNMBNT DEPART- 
MINT (tlio Hmm% Mr. Bijoy Praiid Roy): (o) Qualifications 
of Subordinate Engineering staff of district boar^ are prescribed in 
notification No. 497-T.-L.S.-G., dated 23rd October, 1922, as amended 
by notification No. 1934 L. S.-O., dated 30th June, 1928, cofim of 
which are laid on table. 

There is no uniform scale of pay and allowances lor overseers and 
sub-overseers of district boards. 



QUfimOKS. n 

(&) The power to £x tlie salaries of these ofioers roate with distriot 
ilMu^, subject to the apiwoval of the Commisstoner under seotum 33 
of the Local Self-OoTenmieiti Act, HI of 1885, to appointm^ts the 
monthly salary of which amonnta to Rs. 100 or more. 

(c) A statement is laid on the taUe. 

(d) No. 


Notification referred to in ike amwer to clauie (a) of itarrod 
quetiion No^ 5, 


I. 


NOTIFICATION. 

MifiisteHii-sliarges Ths Hoii’blt Sir S. N. SaiieriMi, Kt. 

No. 497-T. L. S.-G. — The 23rtl October, 1922. — In exercise of the 
power conferred by clause (q} of section 138 of the Bengal liocal 
Self-Government Act, 1885 (Bengal Act 111 of 1885), the Government 
of Bengal (Ministry' of l.»ocal Sidf-Government) ore pleased to make 
the following amendments in the inles published under notification 
*No. 3334 L. S.-G., dated the 2Ulh l>ec*ember, 1901, at pages 293-306 
of the Calcutta Gazette of the 25th idem, as sub«e<iuently amended, 
namely : — 

Substitvtr the following for rule 7 : — 

7. The Sulmrdinate Engineering staff of the District Engineer will 
consist of three classes, viz: (i) Upper Sul)ordinates (including Sub- 
Engineers and Supervisors), (ii) Overseers, and (iii) Sub-Overseera. 

(1) A candidate for emidoyment as an Upper Subordinate must be 
qualified in one of the manners following, that is to say, he must 
hold — 

(a) an Upper Subordinate or Sub-Engineer certificate of the Joint 
Technical Examination Board; or 

<6) 0 certificate from the PHncipol, Bengal Engineering College, 
that, prior to 1909, he served his full apprenticeship there, 
and passed the final examination qualifying him for 
employment in the Public Works Deportment as an Upper 
Subordinate and Foreman Hechanic; or ^ 

(c) a certificate from the head-master of the Dacca School of 
Engineering (now styled Principal of the Ashanulla School 
» of Engineering, Dacca) that, prior to 1909, he has qualified 
Irom that institution as an Upper Subordinate and Fortmau 
jUiediaaic; or 
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(4) M flsl k&g pta$ei die F.S. fe t aitth iaitfoitt ef tlie 

CUevete Feiteteity; er 

(e) A certift<iate Ihai he passed tlie third-year exammation in the 

Enfirineeriag Branch of the Engineering Department, or 
the third-year examination of the Civil Engineer class of 
the Bengal Civil Engineering College, and qualified in the 
college workshop tests; or 

(f) a certificate from the Chief Engineer, given within five 

years from the time of making his application, that he had 
been examined and found to possess the knowledge prescribed 
in the Public Works Department Code, volume I, chapter 
II, paragraph 186 (ninth edition), anA was qualified to be 
an Upper Subordinate of the Public Works Department; or 

(2) A candidate foi employment as an overseer must be qualified 
in one of the manners following, that is to say, he must hold — 

(a) an Overseer certificate of the Joint Technical Examination 

Board; or 

(b) a certificate from the Principal, Bengal Engineering College^ 

or the headwmaster of the l^cca School of Engineering (now 
styled Principal of the Ashanulla School of Engineering, 
Dacca), or the Principal of the Bihar School of Engineering 
that, prior to 1969, the candidate passed the annual exam- 
ination held at the end of three and a half years of the 
courses for apprentices, and that he possesses the qualifica- 
tions of a third grade overseer in the Public Works 
Deimrtmeut; or 

(r) a certificate from the Principal of the Bengal Engineering 
College that, prior to 1909, the candidate passed the second* 
year examination of the Engineering Department of that 
" college; or 

(d) a certificate from the Principal of the Bengal Engineering 

College, that he passed the Intermediate Examination in 
Bllgilleering of the Calcutta University or the second-year 
examination of the Engineering Department or of the Civil 
Engineer class. Bengal Civil Engineering College, and 
qualified in the college workshop tests of the first and 
second years; or 

(e) a certificate of fitness from the Inspector of Local Works 

Superintettding Engineer. 

(3) A can$date for employment as a sub-overseer must be qualified 
in one of the mani||g8 following^ that is to say, he must hold-^ 

(a) the Siib*Over«eer or Lower Suberdinate certificate of the Joinl 
Technical Examination Board; or 
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or the Praieipdl of the Bihu* School of Eagliieerieit thet^ 
prior to 190d| the oandidete peseed the esaoel enilieatioo 
held et the end of the eecond-yeer of the eoiiree lor eppreii* 
tices; or e certifioote from the heed^ineeter of the Becee 
School of Engineering (now styled Principal of the 
Ashannila School of £ngin^nng» Dacca) that, prior to 
1909, he possed the final examination at the end of the 
third«year of the course for aah-oTerseers, and that he 
possesses the qualifications required of a 8ulM)verseer in 
the Public Works Deimrtment; or 

(c) a certificate of fitness from the Insjiector of I-ocal Works or 

Superintending Engineer; or 

(d) a certificate from the hsad^master of the Dacca School of 

Engineering (now styled Principal of the Ashaaulla School 
of Engineering, Dacca), or the head-master of the Cuttack 
Surrey School that, prior to 1916, he passed the final 
examination held at the end of the second-year course, or a 
certificate from the head-master of the Dacca Survey School 
or the head-master of the Patna Survey School that, prior 
to 1899, he passed the final examination at the end of the 
second-year course; or 

(e) a certificate of fitness fnmi the Engineer not bel(»w the rank 

of Exectuive Engineer or Diirtrict Engineer in whose 
division or district he has been serving as road sarkar for 
a period of not less than five years. 

S. W, Goodb, 

Secretary tu the Goveenweni of Bengal 


IL 


^NOTIFICATION. 

No. 1934 L. S.-O.—The 30th June, 1936.— In exercise of the power 
oiilerred by clause (/ 7 ) of section 138 of the Bengal Local Self* 
^▼emment Act of 1885 (Ben. Act 111 of 1885), the Governor in 
bonctl is pleased to make the following amendments in rule 7 of the 
ales published *iuider notification No. 3334 L. S*«G., dated the S^h 
leoemher, 1901, at pages 293-305 of the Calcutta Gagette of the 25th 
im» es snheeqven^ amended by notification No. 497-T.-L. 8.-0.^ 
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dated the 2drd October, 1922, pitbliabed at pagee 19I&0-51 of ibe 
Calcutta Gazette of the 1st Novmnber, 1922, naxnelj: — 

(1) The first paragraph of rule 7 shall be re-aianibered as siib- 
nile (1) and sub-rules (1), (2) and (3) of the said role shall be 
re-numbered as sub-rules (2), (3) and (4), respectively. 

(2) For clause {a) of sub-rule /2) of the said rule as re-numbered 
Muhititute the following, namely:— 

“(a) A Public Works Department Honours Grade or Overseer 
certificate of the Overseer Examination Board, or.*' 

(3) In clause (/) of the same sub-rule — 

(а) for the words ^‘Upper Subordinate’’ sub$titute the word 

‘^Overseer” ; 

(б) omit the word “or” at the end of this clause; and 

(c) imert the following at the end of this clause, namely: — 

^‘Provided that no person shall be eligible for such examination 
unless he has served for a period of not less than three years 
as an overseer and produces a certificate from the District 
Engineer under whom he is employed that he is qualified 
for promotion and that the District Engineer is prepared to 
ap}K)int him in the higher capacity should a vacancy occur 
in his own district.” 

(4) For clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of the said rule as re-numbered 
substitute the following, namely: — 

“(a) A District Board Overseer certificate of the Overseer 

Examination Board, or.” 

(5) At the end of clause (e) of the same sub-rule insert the follow- 
ing, namely: — 

'Trovided that no such certificate shall be granted unless the can- 
didate has served for at least five years as a Sub-Overseer 
and obtains a certificate from the District Engineer under 
whom he is employed that he is qualified for promotion and 
that the District Engineer is prepared to i^ipoint him in 
the higher capacity should a vacancy occur in his own 
district.” 

(6) For clause (a) of sub-rule (4) of the said rule ns re-numbered 
eubsHtuie the following, namely: — 

”(o) the Sub-Overseer certificate of the Overseer Examination 
Board, or.” 


J. O. DBOTtkOHD, 
to tAo Oovonmmt of 9ot»§oi. 
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JSSfoeffmefU tefmrtd to m ike amwer to etaui$ (c) of iUmod quoftion 
No, S Toffarding the pay and proipoeU of ovortooft and Iii6« 
ovetieert in the Public Worki Department, 


QUALIFICATIONS. 

Sub-orerseers are not now-a-days appointed to the Pubtio Worki 
Department. Members of the Subordinate Engineering Service are 
styled Overseers. The minimum qualifications required of a candi- 
date for the Subordinate Engineering Service are that he should be one 
of the first 12 students domiciled in Bengal, who pass the Overseer 
examination of the Overseers Examination Board from the Ashanulla 
School of Engineering, Dacca, and who has undergone 17 months’ 
practical training in the Public Works Irrigation or Public Health 
Departments and thereafter passed the Public Works Department 
practical examination of overseers held at Dacca each year. 

PAY. 

The scales of pay of overseers and sub-overseers have been last 
revised from Ist Februar>', 1920. The old Lower Subordinate estab- 
lishment, before the revision, was graded as follows: — 


Rs. 

Sub-overseers, Ist grade ... 50 — 10—70 

Sub-overseera, 2nd grade ... 35 6~-45 

Sub-overseers, 3rd grade ... 30 5—36 

With effect from the said date the above establishment was 
reorganised by the formation of the Subordinate Engineering Service 
which carries a time-scale of pay of Rs. 60—5—110 (efficiency bar) 
115—5 — ^125 — 10 — ^225—250 (Selection Grade). An improved time- 
scale of pay, vis., 50 — 6/2 — 100, for Ix>wer Subordinates who were 
not selected for appointment to the Subordinate Engineering Service 
was also introduce from the same date. Further recruiteent to the 
latter is, however, stopped. 


y rx tt ffil tgi gf tlio motliiifi gf Hit Ungpi FrffvinoW Mufiammadiii 
Cu fa rtnoe it OMttagiiii. 

Ktai iaiifli MMitvi BAZLUL MUQl (a) Will the Hon’Ue 
Minist^ in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether he has got a copy of the proceedings of the meetings of the 
Bengal Pfovinctal Muhammadan Eduiuitioa Conlerenee held at 
im the lath and 10th April, imf 
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(6) II t]i« Answer to (a) it in the ailnBAtifie, will Haw'IiIa 
M iniiier be pleated to lay on tbe table a tiaiement tbowing wbat 
action, if any, be propotet to take on tbe Icdlowimg; — 

(1) resolution No. 4, about introduction of religious education in 

all schools; 

(2) resolution No. 10, about improvement of Madrasah education 

(both old and new scheme); 

(H) resolution No. 14, about setting apart in the annual budget a 
definite sum annually for furtherance of Mussalman educa- 
tion; 

(4) resolution No. 21, about representation of the Mussalmans in 

the executive and administrative bodies of the University; 

(5) resolution No. 22, about creation of a Faculty of Islamic 

Studies ; 

(6) resolution No. 23, about representation of the Mussalmans in 

the tutorial staff of the Calcutta and Dacca Universities and 
in all Government colleges and schools; 

(7) resolution No, 26, about spending education fund of the district 

l)oard among the different communities in proportion to 
their ratio in the population of the district ; 

(8) resolution No. 30, about fixing the number of Mussalmans in 

the Training Colleges; and 

(9) resolution No. 32, about observing the month of Ramzan at 

holidays and urging the University not to have any examina- 
tion in that month 

Ttm HiillMi Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDINl (a) Tet. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table showing the orders passed by 
Government. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (5) of starred question 
iVu/ff showing the orders passed hp Government. 

Resolution d»^The inolusion in the cuiricnluai of aehaola el 
religious mstmction will be fdaoed before the Cmmitlee m 
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^Jpofttional policy wkich Cknrenuiiaat will appomt du>rtiy. Inobuian 
in the Primary Schools curriealum is already under the consideration 
of the department. 

Resolution 10, — The matter will be placed before the Committee on 
Moslem educational policy. 

Resolution 14, — Modification of the grant-in-aid rules and scholar- 
ship rules is under consideration. 

Reiolution 21. — The resolution has been noted for action when 
Government will have occasion to consider legislation or amendment 
of the Regulations of the Calcutta University. 

Resolution 22, — Government consider that the University should 
be addressed by the Secretary of the Conference and do not propose to 
take any action until the result of the above is known. 

Resolution 23. — Ooveniment propose to take no action in regard to 
the Uacx'a University. Proposals for improving the appointment 
procedure of the Calcutta University are under consideration. In 
regard to Government schools and colleges Government are satiefled 
that the rules of recruitment are working satisfactorily and that no 
change is required. 

Resolution 25. — This will receive attention when the Bengal Rural 
Primary Education Act is brought into force. 

Resolution 30, — Dilhculties are at present experienced in filling the 
vaeanoies at present reserved for Mussaimans, and it is net psetposed 
to increase reservations. 

Resolution 32. — The proposal is under consideration. 


Rai Bahwliir KEtHAl OHANDRR RARtflilf Will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state with reference to resolution No. 28 why no 
action is contemplated with regard to the Uuivc*i>ity uf Vacegf 


mm mrnmo Mr. MflMfMA mmwummit Because we eoaoider 
that the conditions in the Dacca Uaiaersity are satisfactory. 


i C MilfIMi UM i Mi l iA WM the 

tBaislar he pleated to stale the mmhm’ of Muhammadan teachers in 
the Univarsily of Daernff 



» QUESTIONS. [9ni Wm, 

‘nt Hm'Ms M r. KHWMA NAllMUDSINt I mtut ai^ for aotioe. 


Mr. PRESIOiNTs Before I. allow any more enpplementary qnee* 
tion», I should like to remind the House that, to-day, we are going to 
discuss some very important motions. I, therefore, hope that no time 
will be killed by unnecessary supplementary questions. 


Mr. tYAMAPROSAO MOOKERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state wbo is considering any proposals regarding change ' 
in the appointment procedure of the Calcutta University? 

Tht Hon'bto Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN: Calcutta University. 


MuhaimiMdam aa Honorary MiMiotratoo. 

•7. Mauivi AZIZUR RAHMAN i (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that there is only one Muhammadan Honorary Magistrate out of 
the seven Honoi^ Magistrates at Sherpur Independent Criminal 
Bench in the district of Mymensingh P 

(h) Is it a fact that the said Muhammadan Honorary Magistrate 
is a touring Oovemment official (Sub-Inspector of Schools) and not a 
local man? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the Oovemment are con- 
sidering the desirability of appointing local non-official Muhammadans 
as Honorary Magistrates on the population basis? 


MEMBER in oharga «f dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (Um HnnWn 
Mh W. 0. R. PrantiM)! (a) Tee. 

(ft) Tee. 

(c) No. 


Armts md Mwitlww witfar tlw BmbM GrMnM Uw a a 

Aot 

Mr. MIANTI BHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will the HonTile 
Xeniber m charge pi the Pditical Department be pleased to «te H Hw 
nwW of peiBone arrested and detained without trial up to date under 
the Bengal Criminal liuw Amendment Act, 1930? 



ipi.] Qvmtmm. ^ 

B Miiitiii in iiMHii ff MLiTienL iii#iiiitaifiir om 

|ln» W« O* II* FmiUm){ Four hundred and ninety pereone hnTe been 
irnested, end of theee 414 persons are beinn stained under the Bengal 
Criminal liaw Amendment Ordinance and Act» 1930* 

Mr. tHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon ble Member 

be pleased to state whether visiting conimiit«H>s have been appointed to 
look into the grievances of the persons detained P 


The Honl^lt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Committees have been 
appointed for every jail or other place in which persons are detained 
under the Bengal Criminal I>aw Amendment Act. 


Mr, tHANTI IHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
her be pleased to state if any non-ofiicials have been appointed as 
members of those visiting coinJiiitteesP 


Tha Hofi*bi« Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes. 

Mr. tHANTI tHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will the llonlde Member 
be pleased t<i state whether any visiting committee has been appointed 
for the Buxa FortP 

Tim HonOila Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes. 


Allifullofis of torlufi ugaliitl pallot Mltoori iMMit Dr. Niraytn 
ClwiNira Ray. 

*ti Mr. tHANTI tHEKHAREtWAR RAY I Will the Hoa’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the 
result of inquiry, if any, held in connection with the allegations of 
torture against the police officers made by Dr. Narayan Chandra Bay, 
an accused, before a special tribunal f 


MEMBER III oliarga af POLICE DEPARTMENT (da HaiPMa 

Mr. W. D. R. PranHoa): ITo inquiry has been held, inasmuch as the 
finding of the special tribunal on the allegations was as foHows: — 

^‘We hare given our careful consideratton to these allegations and 
Imre no hesitation in dismissing them at false/* 



m 


wwfmm. 


[9fs fm. 


Dtrtlii iwigftitf to Hit t tkm m if m n rn gm m 

Maiiifi AtOUt tAMAIIf (a) WUl the H<m1^e Meaher ift 
charge of the Political (Jails) Department he plelised to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(i) that duties are assigned to the prisoners of the Hooghly Jail 

in utter disregard of their health and age; 

(ii) that sometimes prisoners in the Hooghly Jail 50 years old 

are compelled to work in the oil mill; and 

(iit) that objections to do so render the prisoners liable to punish- 
ment? 


{h) Is it a fact that sometimes prisoners working in the oil mill are 
required to work in the garden on Sundays in contravention of the 
provisions of the Jail Code? 


Tim Hofi'Mt Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER; (a) (i) No. 

(») No. 

(ut) Does not arise. 

(5) Some prisoners who volunteer to work are allowed to do so and 
are allowed special remission on this account. 


if Hw pritawiti tf Rw Hoaglily lii* 

•11. Mayivi ABDUt SAM AD S (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
dbargii of Him Peiitieal (Jaab) Depatteeni be pleased to state wimtber 
it is a fact i^at etaoe the prea ea t Jailer ol the Hooghly Jail tecdc 
ahaifa of iMa oiioe la Jaly kot, them have been InMpMit traaaims 
af auhaadiBaite atai, via., d^uiy jailota, mamaAmi ja^en aad jail 
olerkaP 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Ue 

Mambtr ha pleaaed to alalo srhat aro tho reaonaa far mh fiaiaoat 
liaailomf 

<e) la it a fact RmA Rio ndla preecr i b in g Ria aaasdbavm patiod 
dkrisf which a pviaoaor ha hapt aoiplgyad in m osi aiiB k not 
jlriotly fonowod in tho JMty JUIF 



QUESTIONS. 


It 


1 ] 


%d) If akt aiitwer to (ir) it ia tbo affimattvo, wtU Hoii'bla 
Uteber be pleated to state who it responsible for tbe violation of the 
rabf 

{«) Are the Oovemnient (considering: the desirability of holding an 
inquiry into the grievances of the prisoners of the Hooghiy Jailf 


Tlii HOfi’IHa Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOiR MITTtRs {a) Transfers 
have been rather frequent during the last six months. 

(if) Ordinary c’ourse ol administration. Services of some were 
required in nearly opened special jails and one assistani jailer was 
transferred on promotion. Owing to opening of special jails transfers 
among the suliordinate staff of jails have l>een frequent during this 
period under orders of the Inspector-General of Prisons. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

<e) No. 


Oamplaint af Abu Mohamniad Khan ant iiiWIvitlafNil Oflloif of 
Tangiil. 

M2. Dr. NAREiH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAl (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Memlwr in charge of the Police Department he pleased to 
state — 

/t) whether a (complaint was lodgtNl hy one Abu Mohammad 
Khan on the 4tli August, 19*10, in the Court of the Bub- 
divisiutml Officer of Tangail again.nt several fjolic’e officers 
stating that he had l)een severely assaulted by them at 
the time of his arrest; and 

(if) whether at the time of his examination hy the Magistrate be 
•bowed him various injuries on his person alleged to have 
been cnused by the assault? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Bubdivisiona! OiEcer of Tangail hy his 
order, dated the 4th August, 1930, dismissed the complaint summanly 
on the ground that the District Magistrate had given instructions that 
•nch complaints against the police were to be summarily dismissed 
MtrightP 

(c) Is it A fact that the District Magistrate had issued any snob 

Ins^ctionf 

(d) If' the answer to (if) is in the affirmative, will the Bcm'ble 
Member be pleased to stalh wheRmr such instrueHoas wm msned 
wader ^ orders of or with the approval of the Oovenunentf 


I 





QFE8TION8. 


[9th 


($) If the anewer to (i2) it in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleofMsd to atate what atepr, if any, the Oearemmeni have 
taken with regard to the orders of the District Magistrate and the 
Snbdivisional Officer P 

Tile Hon’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) The Magistrate was shown a medical certificate indicating 
various injuries. It is not known whether he was shown the actual 
injuries. 

(6) Yea. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(c) As regards the District Magistrate, the question does not arise. 
As regards the Subdi visional Officer, Government have taken suitable 
departmental action. 

Matlivi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Does the Hon’ble Member mean 
to soy that the Subdivisional Officer made a false statement? 


Mr^ PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 


Oamplaiiiti againit poNai. 

MS. Siii^ TAJ BAIIAOUR SINQNl (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that, in pursuance of a confidential circular from the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, the Collectors of districts do 
not entortain any complaints against the police made by the public? 

(h) Is it 0 feet that Mr. Hughes, i.e.s., Subdivisional Officer of 
Dacca, rejected a certain complaint giving as his reasons the instnio- 
tions ciMilai%ed In the said letter? 

Tit. Nmsm. Mr. w. 0. s. ssEirrieii (.) voi. 

(h) No. 



] 


QU^nOKS. 



•14. Mr. 8. M. BOiEl (a) Will the Hon^ble Miiiitt«r in oWgt 
of the Tjoeal Self-Government Department be pleoeed to etaie whether 
it is a fact that at the Conference of the Chairmen of the dlsitriot 
boards and others held last November in Darjeelinftt Tarious recoca* 
mendations for the amendment of the Bengal Local Self-Goremment 
Act of 1885 were made to Government f 

(h) Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
lerision of the Act is under contemplation F 

Tim Hon^blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD tlNOH ROYt (o) Yes. 

(b) The recommendations made by the Conference are being 
examined with this object. 


Duty on apirits mod in tfie mamifaMtirt of loilot proparalloni. 

MB. Mr. 8. M. BOBEt (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Department be pleased to 
state whether he has considered the question raised by Kai Bahadur 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt in his token cut motion in the Budget discussion 
on the 18th Manh, 1930, and by Dr. Sir Nilratan Sircar in his speech 
6i}p|)orting the motion, advocating the lowering of duty on alcohol 
use<l for indigenous toilet preparations and industrial purp<jeesP 

(5) W^hat action, if any, has been, or is proposed to be, taken with 
regard to these suggestions? 

Tlie Hwi'Mn Mr. BUOY PRABAD BINCH ROYt (a) and (b) 

The rate of duty on spirits used in the manufacture of toilet prepara* 
tioBs has been reduced from Rs. 2144 to Rs. 17-8 per Imperial gidlon 
with effect from the 1st December, 1980. 

RM MMMiur Dr* NARIDHAN DUTTt Does the Hon’ble MinkMr 

consider this reduction sufficient to meet the object in view? 

Tim Htn’Mt Mr. BUOY PRABAD BINQH ROYt Yes. 


iMlitiitinii nf tim PrtvIdMt Punff in Cnvamnmit Pr u m , 

•m HBMif LAYAPAT IMilBAMl (n) Is ^e fiottide Member 
in charge of Ass finanoe llr|wrtmmit aware that on ^ IMi Aagnsl, 



QUESTIONS, 
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192Si in course of the debate for the appoiotment of a conuuittee 
to inquire into the working of certain presses under the Oovemment 
he stated that a suitable Provident Fund would be instituted as soon 
as the decision of the Government of India regarding their press is 
arrived at? 

(h) Is the llun’ble Member aware that the Government of India 
have arrived at a decision and have instituted a system of Provident 
Fund in their presses? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Member be pleased to state what action has been taken or is proposed 
to be taken for the institution of the Provident Fund in the presses 
under the Bengal Government? 


MEMBER in ohargt of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho HoffPblo 
Mr, A. Marr)s (a) Tes. 

(h) No, but an inquiry has been addressed to the Government of 
India. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Roo o i mwo ndationt of the Dooea DitturlNinoos Inquiry Committee, 

'17. Mr. BHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department l)e pleased to state what 
action, if any, has been taken on the recommendations of the Dacca 
Disturbances Inquiry Committee, 1980? 


The HoiPMe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The recommendations of 
the Comiitiieie^uive been the subject of careful consideration by Govern- 
ment in consultation with the officers and departments concerned. 
Decisions have been reached and suitable action taken on many of the 
recommendations but not yet on all. 

Mr. SHANTI BHiKHARESWAR RAYl Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what action has been taken? 


Tlli HoiPhlt m. W. 0. R. PRENTICSt We have taken the opinum 
at ihe officers and departments concerned on the reeommMidattoii^ 
of the committee and we arrived at certain conclwcne. 



Qvmtiom. 
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f Mf, SHAilTI SNlKIIARSiWAR RAYl Hava tke 

objection to announce tbeir decision f 


Tlii Haii’Mt Hft W# 0« R* FRENTIOi: If the member will etate 

which recommendation he refers to, 1 shall look up the papers and gire 
him the desired information. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR iAtUs Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that most of the findinf^ of fact of the inquirj^ committee hare 
been upaet by judicial derisions F 


nm Han^blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE i No. 


Lota of I. S. V. ^Canilor/’ 

MS. Srijift TAd BAHADUR SINGH t Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Marine Department l>e pleased to state — 

(i) the nature of inquiry that was held by the Government in the 
sudden loss of the passenger-laiat Condor with 307 persons 
in the Meghnu in East Bengal in May, last year; 
tit) the findings arrived at in that inquiry; 

(iii) the names of persons who constituted the committee of 
inquiry ; 

(ir) the date of the apiKiintmeiit of the committee; 

(r) the year that boat was built; 

{ri) the year when she was last put up for examination as to her 
fitness for a voyage; and 

(rft) the year when she was last put in dry doc'ksP 

MEMBER In stiSTfi of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tbo Hsn’toM 
Mr. A. Msrr): (t), (H), (in) The member is referred to the Report of 
the Marine Court of Inquiry, a copy of which has been placed on tbe 
Library table. 

(fv) 2nd June, 1930. 

(v) 1S9T. 

(ei) 1930. 

|oft) 1980. 



QUESWOJTS. 
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DaoMiiAriilw HiMMiy. 

M9. Rai BalUMlur KEtHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: (a) WiU 

the Ilon'ble Member in charge of the Public Works (B^Iways) 
Oefkartmeiit be pleased to state whether a letter was addressed to the 
Oovenunent of India (Railway Board) in August^ 1929, in connection 
with the proposed Dacca- Aricha Railway? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the views therein expressed are the 
views of the Government of Bengal? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the said communication as well as of the reply thereto received from 
the Government of India (Railway Board)? 

MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. At Marr)* (a) The reply is in the 
negative. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 


Mr. L. B. Burroers. 

•20. Babtt JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Mr. L. B. Burrows, at present employed as 
Magistrate and Collector, was originally a member of the Bengal Civil 
Service as a* Sub-Deputy Magistrate? 

(h) Is it a fact that Mr. Burrows holds at present one of the listed 
appointments as Magistrate and Collector? 

(c) WiU the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of Government to appoint him shortly as Commis- 
sioner of a Division? 

(d) Is it a fact that the listed ap|)ointments are intended to facilitate 
the Indianisation of the seivices as recommended in the report of the 
Lee Commission? 

Tht HwPMtt Mr. W. O. R. PRENTIDEs (a) Mr. Barrows entered 
the Bengal Civil Service as a Deputy Magistrate. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(iD Yes. 
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Mta 4IT1NOIIALAL MNNIIMlIt WiU tli» Bu’bl* KmiW 

b« pleased to state whether Mr. Burrows ts aa Indian 


Mr. FiliilDiNT: I do not allow that question. 

BMni JITEIIBRALAI. BANNERdEE: How is the pioceas of 
ludiunisation helped hy the apjiointmenf of Mr. L. B. Burrows as 
District Magistrate? 


TN Hoffbla Mr. W. D. R. RRENTICEt H the member will 
refer to the Act, he will find that promotion to listed appointments is 
not confined to Indians. ’I’liere are certain qualifications stated and 
the matter was examined in consultation with our legal advisers for 
many years and we had Wen advised that Mr. Burrows was eligible 
for the post in which he is. 

Bibu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Is not the appointment to 
these listed posts intended mainly for the purpose of Indianising the 
services? 


The Hon'bln Mr, W. D. R, PRENTICE: Ap|H)intments to liste<l 
jH^sts .ire made under the provisions of a 8e<‘tion of the (lovernment of 
India Act. Mr. Burrows was confirmed under those provisions, 

Bibu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On a iKunt of order, Sir. 
Was it intended to Indianise the sendc'e by this appointment? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: V oil are not allowed to raise a point like that. 
I cannot peniiit u discussion on any of the answers that have been 
given. 

Bibu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I do not wish to raise any 
discussion. My question was for some information from the Hon ’hie 
lletiilier. Whether that information is given or not, it is for you 
to judge. I have asked whether these listed appointments are not 
intended to Indian ise the services. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The answers that are given hy the ittembm of 
Oovemment have got to be taken for what they are worth, ind the 
only remedy that lies with the questioner is to put supplementarjr 
queetions and clear up any mist that there may be. 



40 QUESTIONS. [tot Vm., 

Mni ilTSliORALAI. AAHIIiMtlf I wmt ih» Hoa^le 

Member to clear up the miat. 


TN Hon^ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICis ladianieation does not 
mean the appointment of Indians; it includes the appointment of 
people who are domiciled in India. If Mr. Bannerjee will read sec- 
tion 99 of the GoTemment of India Act he will find what persons 
can be appointed to these posts. As we were advised, Mr. Burrows 
conies within those qualihcations. 

Mr. EHANTI EHEKHARBSWAR RAYl W%the Hon'ble Member 
bo pleased to state how many years Mr. Burrows worked as a District 
Officer P 

Tlia Hon'blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: I think that he was 
appointed to the Provincial Civil Service about 25 years back. But if 
the member will consult the Civil List he will find the infonnation. 


BndsiMlii RmE. 

«2I. Kazi EMDAOUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Eoii^hh Minister 
in charjfe of the Ixical Self-Government Department be pleased to slate 
whether it is a fact that a portion of the Badshabi Road from Gaur to 
OrisSa is used by the people of the villages Seraudi, Dandy, Kalhari, 
Ehaspur, Arjroon, Raikha, Rajoor, Sultanpur, amonf? many others, in 
the Katwa subdivision P 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that only a rashi or two to the 
south of the flajf station, where the Badshabi Road has been intersected 
by the Ahmadpur-Katwa Railway line, there used to be a pucca brid^ 
over a swampy ditch in the roadP 

(c) If the answer to {b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that the said bridge baa been destroyed for want of repair, 

(tV) that heavy cart traffic passes over that road, and 

(Hi) that the ahsen(M» of a bridge over the ditch causes endless hard- 
ships tc the carters and pedestrians? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of constructing 
a culvert oter the aforesaid ditch? 

(e) If the iaprer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he pn^mees to take in the 
matter? 
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TIM Htn’Mi Mr. tlMY FRAMO ililRH MYl (a) Tli« roui 
jhscribed appears to correspond with that scheduled as No. $5 in the 
records of the Burdwan district board* which do not however serve to 
verify its terminal points. 

(b) There is reported to be a channel across the road* but no record 
remains of the puccu bridge, the district board schedule of 1904* in 
which the road is first mentioned, referring to pipe culverts. 

(c) (t) There is no bridge in existence. 

(ft) Traflic is reported not to be heavy here, especially during the 
rains, as there are other unhridged channels on this road. 

(iii) There is not much difiSculty in the fair weather, but incon- 
venience is caused in the rainy season. 

(d) No. 

(e) The matter rests with the district board who are reporte<l to 
have no such project before them at present in view of more urgent 
requirements elsewhere. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon'hle Minister ho pleased 
In sfufe whether Government is aware that half of the bo<ly of a cart 
go under water as well as the bullocks go under water during the 
rainy season ? 

The Hon’Mo Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROYs I have nothing 
iimre to add. 


KiZi EMOAOUL HOQUEl Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasei] 
to state whether Government desires to take any action in order to 
remove the inconvenience within a short time? 


Tha Hon’Ma Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROYl It lies with the 
district Iniartl of Burdwan and not with the Government. 


Waiting roam a oo o mmo da tion at Paar Balcsli Hat station. 

no. KiMm SMiM Mairivi BAZLUL HUQl (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department be 
pleased to state-- 

(i) how many passengers were booked from the Peer Baksh Hat 
station of the Feni-Balonia Branch of the Assam-Bengal 
Railway from April. 1990 to September* 1990 ; and 

(tt) how many paseengers landed at that station during Ciat periodf 
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(b) Ift it a fact thai-^ 

<») there is no waiting room for passengers at that station; and 
(it) in consequence, much inconvenience and hardship are felt by 
both male and female passengers in the sun and during 
rains f 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Assam-Bengal Railway authorities to the matter? 

Til# Mr« A* MARRs (a) (t) 22,995 passengers. 

(it) 21,102 passengers. 

(h) (i) Yes. 

(it) PnsHengers feel inconvenience for want of a waiting room. 

(c) The Railway authorities, whose attention has been drawn to the 
matter, report that the question of waiting room accommodation at 
Peer Raksh Hat station will receive consideration when funds are 
available and in turn w'ith other stations on the waiting list. 


Pi#©e employMi in the presses. 

•13. Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the salaried employees of the presses under the Bengal Gov- 
ernment are given a regular increment year by year? 

(5) Ts it a fact that the piece employees of the Bengal Government 
Press aie not allowed any regular increment? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the afErmative, ivill the 
Ilon’ble Memlier l»e pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

Ths Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(r) The reason is that incremented scales can be applied only to 
salaried workeis. 


Piace systsm in ths prsssst. 

•14. Msulvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon*ble Member in charge of the Finance Department been drawn to 
the fact that the Government of India in the Railway Department 
have abolished the piece system in the East India and Eastern Bengal 
Railway preanes? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’Me 
Member be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Gov- 
ernment to abolish the piet»e system in the presses under the Bengal 
Oovemfiient? tf not, why noif 



iMl.] QUESTIONS. H 

Tilt Htll*Mt Mr. A. MARRt (a) Govemin^nt have no infcnnaation. 

(b) Does not arise. 

«lf. H. t. tUHRAWARDY: Is it very difficult for the Ho&*bU 
Member to obtain the necessary information for the benefit of the 
Council ? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. A. Marr: I can certainly obtain the information 
for the benefit of the Council if the Council wants it, but as I have 
explained before, the information, when (dduiiied, will W of no value 
whatsoever to the Council, 


Clanifloitioffi of pritonart. 

*25. Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERilEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Memlier in charf<e cd the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state the principles on whicli prismiers are classified at the present 
time? 

ih) Is it a fact that the (foveniment have issued instructions to the 
Mairistrates in the different parts of the province not to classify pri- 
aoners at the time of convictiim? 

(t) Is the Hon’ble Mcml)er aware that certain priwajeis classified 
by the Ma^'istrates at the outset as class (1) have l>een sulwecjiiently 
tniiisferre<l to class {*2) or class (3) without any intimation of such 
transfer Iwinjf jfiven to such jirisoners? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Meml>er aware that in makinpr such transfer the 
offii^er or officers resjamsible have never ifiveii effect tf) the revised 
rules of the Jail Code Iti the matter of classificaticm of prisoners? 

(e) Is the Ht>n’hle MeinWr aware that the decisions airived at !>>* 
such officers rontruveiie rule G2bA of the Jail Crale in that a |a»rsi>n 
whose siK'ial status is hijich and who has not c/miinitted any of the 
crimes mentioned in sectiou 625A (1) (nV) of the Rules boa been put in 
division (2)? 

TIm HmW# Mr RROVASH OHUNDER MfTTERl (a) The criterii 
as to the classification of prisoners in superior divisions are laid down 
in Jail Code rule 625 A. Prisoners are so classified when the criteria 
as applied to tbeir cases indicate that such classification is necessaiy 
to maintain the health and strenc^ of the prisoner concerned. 

(b) No. 
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QUESTIONS, 


[9th Tte., 


(<j) No Buch CMC has been brought to my notice. Whenever Oovern- 
ment reviews or confirms the recommendation of a coart for cl essififfH 
tion in a superior division the orders of Government are communicated 
to the court concerned and the Superintendent of the jail in which the 
prisoner is confined. The latter officer communicates it to the 
prisoner. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

(e) This is not a fact. All persons w'ho are of a status superior to 
the labouring classes are not as of right entitled to classification in 
division I as distinct from division IT. All cases of recommendation 
for classification in a superior division are submitted to the local Gov- 
ernment for confirmation and review. Cases in which the court 
classifies the prisoner in division III are not submitted to Government, 
but the prisoner may appeal through the prison authorities if he so 
desires. 


Polioe raid inside Caloutta University buildings. 

^26. Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge oi the Police Department be pleased to state what 
steps have been taken by the Government in connection with the 
police raid on the buildings of the Calcutta Fniversitv in Septeml)er, 
1930? 


(6) Is the Hon’ble Memlwr aware that a (‘ominittee was appointed 
by the University to inquire into the matter? 

(c) If HO, what action, if any, have the Government taken on the 
findings of that committee — 

(f) in respect of the incident itself; and 

(it) wHh n view to prevent tlie possibility of any recurrence of 
such incident? 

Tlia Hofl’bts Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) Government have 
approved of the arrangements arrived at between the Commissioner 
of Police and the Vice-Chancellor regarding the steps to be tjd^en 
should the police in future have any cause for complaint regarding 
occurrences inside University buildings. They have also expressed 
regret that ^here appeared to have been a certain lack of discriminn- 
tion in the force, used on that occasion and have taken steps to prevent 
the recurrence of such an incident. 

(6) Yet. 
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{c) Government were unable to accept all ike findings of the 
eenimittee as correct, but took its report into consideration wken 
deciding upon the action .stated in the reply to (o). 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state which findings of the committee Government were 
nnable to accept!^ 


Tlio HOfi’Mo Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE: I have nut got a <H>py 
of the committee’s report, so cannot soy ofi>hand. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state wliether Government accepted the opinion of the 
committee that the action of the Police constituted an outrage on the 
University and the students thereof, for which there was no justifica- 
tion? 


TIm Hoii'bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Certainly not. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon^le Member be 
pleased to slate if Government accepted the finding of the committee 
that the excesses committed by the Police were led by an officer of 
the Police, a Deputy Commissioner? 


Ttit Hon'liie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask the bon'ble 
member for notice of this. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if (iovernment accepted the finding of the committee 
that the story told by the Police regarding brickbats was false? 


Tilt Hgfl’bM Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 want notice of this. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAlUt Will the Hou’ble Member be 
pleased to state if Government considered the finding of the com- 
mittee that reparation was due to the University and the students, and 
if so, what reparation was given? 


Tilt Hrnfm Mr. W. D. R. PRENTiCBl I would refer the member 
to the aaawer already given. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[9th Ein. 


Mr. tYAMAPflOSAO MOOKIHJEEs Will the Hon’hle Member 
be pleaded to state what action has been taken against those 
who have been found guilty of lack of discrimination and of force 
usedP 

The Hofl*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. No officers were identi- 
fied and no action has been taken. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Is it a fact that one of the 

officers in charge has been rewarded for efficient service? 

Tha Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. I am not aware of that. 

Rii Eahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble 
MeTnl)er be pleased to state w'hat arrangements have been arrived at 
between the Commissioner of Police and the Vice-Chancellor? 

Tlia Hon’bla Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE: 1 forget the exact word- 
ing, but it is to the effect, T believe, that the Police should first com- 
municate with the Universiy authorities and ask them to do their best 
to put a stop to the action complained of. 


Priitnara rtitmd to relieve oongestion, 

*27. Beth HUNUMAN PR08AD POODAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department l>e pleased to 
state — 

(f) the number of ordinary prisoners released before their dee 
time from the different jails of the province during the 
present civil disobedience movement; 

(it) the numl)er of such prisoners released every month from 
April to Deceniljer, 1930; 

(m) the reason for releasing them l>efoie the expiry of their term; 
and 

(iv) whether it is a fact that they were released in order to accom- 
modate civil disobedience prisoners? 

Th§ HoiPMt 8lr PROVA8H OHUNDER MITTERi (i) 1,388. 

(it) in Jnly and 192 in August 1930. 

(w) To relieve congestion in jails. 

(fv) The number of prisoners admitted for offences in connection 
with the civil disobedience nmvement was mainly reepewdhle for ibo 
congestion. 



QUBSTIOK& 


#»!.] 




Mil HUNUMAII PRMAD roODAItS With whHne% t« it«m 
(fVf) will the Hon 'hie Memlier be plea.^ed to state whether Govera- 
utoQt does not think it advisable to release political prisoners instead 
of oidinary prisoners? 


Thf Hon’bit Sir PROVASH CNUNDER HITTER t No. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon'blo 

Member be pleased to state why preference was jfiven to ordinary 
prisoners in the matter of release? 

Tha Hofi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I hava 

nothini^ further to add. 


Unttirrtd qiititions 

(ifiiMrart to which wort laid on tho tahlo). 

Eleeton of tho Songal LigMatIvo Ooiinoil. 

1. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR SASU: WiU the Hon'ble Mesibor 
in ( harge of the Ap{K)inlment DejHtrtmeiii be pleased to state the total, 
number <if electors of tho Bengal liegislative Council for — 

Muhammadan geiienil constituencies; and 
( 11 ) nun<Muhiimmadnn general constituencies? 

Tho Hon*blO Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The figures according tcK. 
the electonil roll when last revised in 1929 are given below; — 

(*) (i;n,444. 

(ii) (i79, US8. 


Ohooopira Road. 


2. Mr. G. C. COOPER: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the l.iOca] Self-Government Department be pleased to stato— 

(i) when tho recommendations of the Bongal Provincial Bead* 
Board in regard to Ghosepam Rond wiB fan ginm practical 
eSeci to by Govenuiioiii; 

(«i) when it is proponed to storl Work on tho rand;, end 
(m) when the work is likely to bo complolodf 
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QUpSTIOJrS, 


[9th Fkb., 


Vm Hofi’Me Mr. 8I40Y FIIAMD tlNCH MOYi (t) Tli« Goyera- 
snent of Bengal have been infomed that their proposal for a grant from 
the Central Road Fund for the reconstruction of the Ghosepara Road 
will be placed before the Standing Committee of the Central Legisla- 
ture on roads at its next meeting. 

(it) As soon as possible after the grant is sanctioned. 

(m) Does not arise. 


Sub-Deputy OoHootore. 

3. Mtuivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hou ble 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
pn the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total number of sub-deimty collectors exercising the powers 
of a Magistrate of first class in the Presidency of Bengal at 
iw^sent; and 

(it) the number of sub-deputy collectors exercising first class 
powers, who have been promoted to the rank of deputy 
collectors in the course of the last two years 1920 and 1930 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that holies were raised among the sub-deputy collec- 
tors with first class lowers to give them promotion in the near future ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is a general discontent among the sub- 
deputy collectors for not getting the expected promotions? 

(d) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the main criterion between the works of a deputy collector 
and sub-deputy collectt»r has been laid down by the Govern- 
ment to be non-investment of sub-deputy collectors with 
first class |x>wers; and 

{ii) all the sub-deputy collectors with first class powers ore doing 
legitimate work of a deputy collector? 

.(s) Is the Hon^ble Member aware — 

(i) that chances of promotion of sub-deputy collectors are very 
few and far between and that there are no officiating af^int- 
ments for sub-deputy collectors as officiating deputy collec- 
tors; and 

(n) that there is no practical difference between a sub-deputy 
Ipagistiate with first class powers and a deputy collector 
with t)ie same powers f 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving the 
nub-deputy collectors certain working allowances whick may count 
towards pension? 
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Tlw Hen'M* Mr. W. 0. R. PRiNTICE: (a) (t) 16. 

(ii) None. 

^6) Not in recent years. 

<c) XJoTernment are not aware of this. 
id) (i) No. 

(it) Yes, to a certain extent. 


m 


(e) (i) 50 per cent, of the jiermanent vacancies in the Bengal 
Civil Sen'ice Executive are filled by promotion from the Bengal Junior 
Civil Servi(‘e. There are no officiating pnimotions. 

(ti) Yes, so far as the jKiwers of each are concernwl. 

(/) Ko. 


Number of persona detained under the Bengal Ordinance. 

4 Srijut TAJ BAHADUR SINCH: Will the Hon’lde Member 
in charge of the Political Department lie ideaseil to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(/) the numlier of j)ersoiis detained in Bengal under the Bengal 
Ordinance up to date; 

(it) the nuinlM'is that are Wing detained under the Kegulations; 
and 

(m) the numbers that are Wing detaine<i under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act? 

The Hon*blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (t) and (m) 414. 

ao Nil. 


Council of. BtaU Elaotoral Roll. 

S. irijvt TAJ BAHADUR BINQHt Will the Hen^ble Member in 
charge Of the Appointment Department be pleased to state^ 

(i) the special reason or reasons for which an extension of iitne 
was allowed in the case of the West Bengal (Mabasttffiadan) 
Oonstituency of the Oottnoil of State lor lurdter aaodiBeatbn 
of the new roll for that constituency; and 
{it) the reasons why a similar extension of time to the West Bapgsl 
(Non«Mahammadan) Constituency of the Council of State 
was not granted ? 

Tlii MonlliilBr. W. D. R. HHIITieBt (i) An extenston of tkne 
was allowed uoder regulation 10 of the Council of State Blectc^l Buies 
and Begulaiions on request of the Calcutta MaiUss. 

(u) Because no request for an extensiem was temtid. 


4 
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QUESTIONS. 


[9th Feb. 


Locotton 0 r Miifitlfi’ Mttftt ami ludBi’t amt al Oapaa. 

a. MaulYi ABDUL GHANI CHOWDHURYs (a) Ib the Hon’bh 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware of the inconTeni 
encee of the litigant public of Dacca owing to the distance of th< 
Munsiffl’ courts from the Judge’s court? 

(5) If S 0 | what steps, if any, have been taken in the matter? 

Tha Han’Ma Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. 

(b) A scheme for extension of the Civil Court building at Dacci 
was sanctioned and Rs. 10,000 were allotted in the current year^i 
budget for preliminary work, but the amount had to be withdrawi 
owing to the present financial situation. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hon’bh 
Member be pleased to state whether it is proposed to make any provi- 
sion in the budget for this work? 

Tha HOfl’Ma Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask the membei 
to wait for the budget. 


Alligatloiia agai*^ tha polioa o lB oar af Kaohua, Khulna. 

7. Maulvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Membei 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Srimati Nimial Nalini Roy Choudhunini of Maghia, police- 
station Kachua, district Khulna, submitted a memorial to the Govern- 
ment making serious allegations against the police o£Bcer of Kachua, 
with a recommendation of Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, m.l.c., on the 
8th August, 1929? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wiR the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on tbe table a copy of the memorial? 

(c) What action, if any, has been taken or is being taken in tbe 
matter? 

The HMPtoit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTtOEl (a) and (h) A petition 
was received through Mr. K. 0. Ray Chaudhuri, who made no 

Tecommendation. A copy was laid on the table on I9ih March, 1980. 

(c) The member is referred to the answer given to Btarred queetion 
No. 79 on 19th March, 1980. 
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HolMayt for o o t too h ami 

t. Klmn tihii Maulvi BAZLyi. HUQi (a) la the Hoo’ble 
Uiniater in charge of the Education Department aware that the Regia* 
tear, Calcutta University, haa issued a circular, No. 239, dated the 
12th April, 1927, to the heads of recognised non-Government high 
•chords of Bengal stating that the number of holidays referred to in 
section 36 of the School Code shall not exceed <^m hundred days 
(exclusive of Sundays) in a year? 

(6) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the said circular? 

(c) Have the Government taken any steps to raise the number of 
holidays to the maximum jwescribed by the University so thut it may 
be possible to keep schools and colleges closed during the holy Ramxnn 
without curtailing the other public holidays? 

Tlie Hon’Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINl (a) No. 

(b) No, as the circular is not issued by Government. 

(c) No. 


Nymtar of tuMIviaioiwI Oflloirt in oHarfi of llio KMoropnJ 
•iMIviiioii. 

9, Moiilvi ABDUL HAMID BHAHl Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Afipointment Dejwrtment he pleased to state-— 

. (i) the number of Subdivisions! OflBcers who a^ere in charge of 

the Eishoreganj subdivision in the district of Mymentingh 
from the year 1901 to the year 1930; and 
(iV) how many of them were — 

(I) Christians. 

(II) Hindus, and 

(III) MussalmansF 

Hit Hon’Mo Mr. W. D. R. RRBNTICBt (») 26. 

(iO (I) 6. 

ai) is. 

(HI) 3. 



QUJBSWOirS. [9 th mm-, 

Htid etorfct in ttm SubonNiiile Eituo^ioiiii ttnfioe. 


10. -Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl: (a) WiU the 

Hoii’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
Ip Jay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names and designations of head clerks on Rs, 150 — 10 — 250 
and Rs. 125 — 10 — 225 who retired from Government service 
during the years 1923-90; 

(u) the names, jmy and designations of the clerks by whom these 
vacaneies were filled up? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Minister W pleased to state if seniority of 
serv’ice, iwiHicularly in lesjwct of the old Subordinate Educational 
Service, was taken into considenition in filling up those vacancies? 
If not, why not? 

Tha Hoffi'Me Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMMDDIN: (a) (i) and (u) A 

statement containing the particulars required is laid on the table. 

(h) One of the i>oHt«, viz., the heiul clerkship of the Presidency 
CollegN was advertised and it was fille<l bv the a[»i>ointment of an 
exiM‘i ii‘nced clerk of another depjiitment on the recommendation of the 
Governing Ibnly of the (’(dlegis which was based on a careful < onsidera- 
tion of the clalniH of all the applicants. In regard to the other vacian- 
cies the (•laiin> of all the eligible derks of this department were duly 
considered. 

Statements referred to in the ansivcr to clauses (a) (i) and (it) 
of ^instarred question No, 10. 

A 


Particulars regarding head clerks in the scales cvf Rs. 150 — 10 — 250 
and of Rs. 125 — 10 — ^225 who retired from Goveniment service during 
Urn years 1923-30 


Sorial 

No. 

Name. 

Deaignatioo. 

Pay. 

Date of 
retisement. 




Ba- 


1 

Baba Pabitra 

Head clerk. Bengal 

150-10-. 

3Ui May. 1026. 


Kumar Ooha. 

Engineering Ool* 
lege. 

2fi0. 


t 

Babu Kara ChaU' 

Head clerk. Preti* 


10th January, 1020. 

$ 

dra Maiumdar. 
Baba Dwaimka 

dency Colkm. 

Head ck^rk, Htapeo* 

260. 

120—10— 

Proceeded on leave 


NaUiDaa. 

tor of Sehooh. 
Rafabahi Divi- 

22fk 

to le- 
tiroinent from I6tb 

4 

Rat Satdb Charu 

aion. 

Head clerk. Inspec- 

120-10— 

mss. 

90lh June. 1920. 


Cbandra Oboae, 

tor of 8(dioo)a. 
Bordwan Divi- 

226. 




akm. 














Qvmmm. 

i 
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Particulars regarding clerks by whom the vacoacies $hown under 
the heading A were filled up 


Ap^KiuUo<l M h(«iid 
t'Irrk, HcnffAi Eum* 
tH>««ring in 

t!j<' Ki'ttlo of fin. 150 — 
10-250 tmm lit 
Jun»\ I02H. «>oe B»bu 
Pshtm Kutiuwr Uuht, 

fit iml. 

A|ifK>int4Mi AH hoifl 

l^roRi<lt«i)<*y Ck>)l#fftv 
III tho of lui. 

150— 1 0*. 250 from 
Iflth JmuiAry. IWUO, 
t'iet Bihu H&m ('hin> 
dr» MAjtinHlttT, r©* 
tirml. 

ApisMiiUHl an liioid 
rWk, liij»|ioc*tor of 
Hohooln, llAjAlithi 
Divinon, from lOth 
May» 1023, oiW Btbu 
DwamlM Nith Dm*. 
n’tinsl. 

Ap(>oint4sJ M htMMi 
clerk, Ituipieior of 
Hchonli, Bunhrtn 
Division, from 30tli 
June, 1929, viet lUl 
Mihib Cham Chandra 
Ohose, retirtid. 


Rioniitmaftt of oflloert of tlio IndiMi Foroot lorvioo. 

II. B9tm tATYEHDRA KUWAR DAtS (a) Will the Hon’Ue 
Member in charge of the Revenue (ForenU) Department be pleated to 
•tate— 

(#) the fiercentage of recruitment ganciioneil by the I>ee Commia- 
«ion in the Indian Forest Service— , 

(1) fur Indians. 

(2) for Euroiieans; and 

(it) percentage of Provincial Service officers recemroended by the 
said Commission to be taken into the Imi/eiiol Service f 

(h) What was the percentage of the Provincial Service officers 
promoted to the Imperial Service before the introduction of the Lee 
Oommission’s recommendation f 


ItMnarlai. 


Name. 

Deaignation. 

Pay, 

Babu Hera Chan- 
dra Sen. 

2nd clerk, Bengal 
Engineering C^- 

B«. 

I(KV-iV-~ 

125. 

Babu Surendre 
Nath Ganguly. 

ArniiMtant. Cuatoni 
Huuae, Calcutta. 

60- S- 140 
— 6---23<». 

Babu Lalit Mo- 
ll un Daa. 

2nd clerk, Inajiector 
of JSchtJoln, Prew- 
denry rhviNiCtfi. 

IK)- 5— 120 

Babu Amulya 
Cliaran ftuigha 
Roy, 

2nd clerk, Inapector 
of Sc'liooUt, Preat- 
j dency Diviaion. 

i 

9(i~5— 120 
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QUESTIONS. 


I9m Fib,, 


(<j) What i» the number of auch promoted office in Bengal? 

(d) What is the number of ofEcers admitted into the Imperial 
Jervice aince March, 1924, in the following capacity; — 

(i) European direct recruit, 

(u) Indian direct recruit, 

(tit) Promoted Provincial Service officers? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state why no Provincial 
Service officers were promoted since 1924 after the intr^uction of the 
^ Commission's recommendation? 

(/) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleaswl t4> state whether the Pro- 
inciaJ Service officers submitted any memorial for stopping the direct 
ecruitment in their favour? 

(g) If so, what is the result? 

(h) Ho^' many direct recruits have l)een taken after the submission 
►f their memorial ? 


MEMBER in charge of REVENUE (FORESTS) DEPARTMENT 
thf Hon’hli AlhadJ Sir Abdolkorim Chuinavi): (a) (t) (/) 75 per 

ent. for Indians; (2) 25 per cent, for Europeans. 

(ti) No percenbige of Provincial Forest officers to be promoted to 
he Imperial Forest Service was reconimendeil by the I>ee Commission. 

(5) 12 J iH»r cent. 

(c) Two. 

(d) (i) One; (it) five; (in) one. 

(e) Because there was no vacancy in the two listed posts in the 
.mperiai Forest Service in Bengal, allottcHl by the Government of 
.ndia on the bails of 12J per cent, promotion of the Provincial Forest 
larvioe officers. 

(/) The Provincial Forest Sendee officers of Bengal did not submit 
my memorial for stopping direct recruitment in their favour but in 
kugust, 1928, they submitted a memorial for increasing the proportion 
rf the Provincial ^rvice officers to be promoted to the Imperial Forest 
iervit^, 

(jjjr) The GovewMnent of India have decided that the proportiem of 
isted posts should be inesreased from 124 to 25 per cent., buf that the 
ncrease should be effected gradually. 

(h) Two direct m'niits have been taken after the submission of 
he memorial. 



PEOORAMME OF BUSINESS. 
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8M ftr pilfpimt at IlMiliiii. 

II. Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARCIWAR RAYs Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state what action ha^ been taken tm the representation of the Ram- 
kdh Sanskar Samiti, Malda, about the oonstmction of a shed for 
pilgrims at Ramkeli ? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINOH ROYS Plans and 
estimates hove been received for a project estimated lo cost Rs. 6,510 
and Government are awaiting information as to what portion of the 
total cost can be met by the district lanird and local subscription. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEs WiU the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased state whether the constniction of u shed w’as a 
legitimate charge on public revenue? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. BidOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: Yes, Govern- 
ment consider this (‘ontributkm (piite legitimate in the interest of 
public health. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will (he Hon ble 

Minister l)e pleased to state whether Government has taken the actual 
figures of pilgrims fmm the different districts of Bengal Iwfore sanc- 
tioning the exjienditure? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr, BUOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: No. 


DranU for tha Trantfarrad DapartmanU. 

13. Babu SUK LAL NAD: Will the Hon^ble Member in charge of 
the Finance Department l)e pleased to state the amounts under the 
various hemis of Piovinrial expenditure for (he Transferred Depart- 
ments which have lai)se<i during the six months ending Se|ytember, 1930, 
as compered with the amounts budgeted for during the same period? 

Tha Han’hio Mr. A. MARR: None : grants voted by the Council only 
lapse at the end of the financial year in so far a« they have not been 
spent. 


Allondioit in tha Programma of Bmlnoaa. 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. A. MARR: Mr. President, with your |)ermiss)OD, 
I should like to announce a slight change in the order of business 
sanctioned by His Excellency. To-day Government business wouhl 
ofdinariiy have gone on till the usual hour of 7*30 p.m.*, but 1 find 
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that this is a very incoxiveiue&t hour for all Muhammadan members of 
Council ; it is also inconvenient to-day for European members who have 
an imiwrtant nieetinir to attend this evening. The Hon'ble President 
has decided to adjourn this afternoon at 6-30 p.m., which means that 
there will be no time to discuss properly very important motions which 
will now be moved. His Excellency has, therefore, agreed that tha 
aiTangement of business should be altered, and that we should have 
one more day for the discussion of these motions. This will suit both 
the Muhammadan members and the European meml^ers. 

The debate to-morrow will go on till 5-30 p.m. But if it finishes 
l»efore 6-30, the President will in his discretion call on Government 
to take up Government business. This means that on the 9th and 
10th we shall discuss the motions under Rule 24A, on the 11th, 12th 
and 13th, we .shall lake up Government business, on the 16th and 
17th non-official members’ bills and the 18th and 19th non-official 
members’ resolutions. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIjM: With your permission, Sir, on a point 
of order, Ihe 19th is just before the /// day; if the moon is seen on 
the evening of the 18th, you will not get any Muhammadan member 
to attend on the 19th. 

Th« Hon’bk Mr. A. MARR: I am afraid I cannot say at present 
what is going to hap])<Mi to the moon. T am afraid that if that 
happens, it will mean that the number of days for resolutions will be 
cut down to one. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are as many as three motions under 
section 78A to which some amendments have been proposed. I want 
all the motions to be moved one after another in the same order as in 
the agenda. The amendments may l)e moved thereafter. I will then 
have one discussion on all these together in order to save the time of 
the Council. 

Mr. MAini iMlKHARiiWAR RAY: On a (mint of order, Bir, 
the time was so short that we could not bring up any amendments. 
Will these amendments be accepted now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, not. 


Motions imdM^ Rulo 24A of tho Bongil Logislativo Counoil Rufos, 1020. 


4-30 p.m. 

Mr. i. M. BMEt I Wg to move that this Council places on record 
its appreciation of the Declaration of policy made by the Premier on 
the l^h January last at the Round Table Conferenee, laying down 
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t|e principle of Responsible Government in the Provinces as well aa 
in the «Oentral Government, as likely to satisfy Indian aipinitioiis; 
and this Council expresses its willinjrness to coH>pe!nte, through 
conferences or committees in which it is adequately represented or 
otherwise, in the working out of the details of the scheme outlined by 
the Premier. 

Mr. President, Sir. may I at the very outset, be permitted to join 
you in paying our tribute of homage and reverence to that great soul 
who has just passed beyond the Veil, who loved India and devoted hia 
life for its uplift, wlio, though lapped in luxuiy', deliberately chose 
poverty and prison, and wlio gave so muc h time and thought towards 
the framing (d n new ((uistituticm for India in accord with the aims 
and aspirations of its countrymen K It is but meet that in this New 
Council Hall, where our first debate concerns the new constitution for 
India, we should pay (»ur respeet to the grc'at man whose name is fit- 
tingly associated with a report embodying a noble attempt to solve the 
various problems now facdng us. Our loss at this juncture when we 
nmled most a man of his penetrating and fnr-sigh ted vision is indeed 
great. Within sight of the Promised l^nd, Pandit Motilnl Nehru ha# 
left us ! 

Sir, ill order to understand the importance of the new principle 
for the Indian ((institution laid down by the Premier on the 19th 
January lust, it is neces.sury for us briefly to examine the priiu'iple 
underlying the existing constitution. Ever since Txird North’# 
Regulating Act, Parliamentary coutnd over India has been established. 
After 1857. Parliament, through the iSecretary of State for India, a 
Cabinet Minister, has been exercising such control. The supremacy 
of Parliament as representing the British people has lieeii long 
established. It has been repeatedly declared by His Majesty’# 
Government that their responsibility to Parliament for India could 
not he questioned. In the Preamble to the Government of India Act, 
1919, it was expressly stated that : “Whereas the time and manner 
of each advance can l»e determined oxly by Parliament, u|K>n whom 
responsibility lies for the welfare and advancement of the Indian 
peoples/’ That Act provided that the entire responsibility for the 
Government of India is vested in the Secretary of State for India a# 
representing Parliament, and he is to superintend, direct and control 
all acts and concenis relating to the government or revenues of India. 
So the present position is that Parliament has the final and supremo 
voice in Indian affairs and thus the British people ultimately control 
India. 

Now let us turn to the Declaration of Policy made on the HHh 
January Iasi at the closing session of (he Round Table Conference by 
the Pnimier on behalf of his Government (I quote the relevant word#) ; 
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''The view of His Majesty’s GoTenuuent is that the responsibility for 
the Government of India should be placed upon the legislatures, 
•central and provincial, with such provisions as may be necessary to 
guarantee, during a period of transition, the observance of certain 
obligations and to meet other special circumstances, and also with 
euch guarantees as are required by the minorities to protect their 
pfditical lilierties and rights.” 

This makes it quite clear that the new constitution for India will 
be founded on the principle that the Indian legislatures are to be 
entirely resjKmsible for the government of our country and that the 
old principle that ever since the establishment of British rule in India 
has been the foundation of the constitution, vis., the supremacy of 
Parliament over India, is to be abrogated. 

Sir, I would earnestly request my countrymen to consider carefully 
the tremendous import of the new principle now enunciated by the 
Premier. This, it is to be noted, has been accepted by the leaders 
of the other parties. It implies that in future the administration of 
India is to be vested in the Indian legislatures, which means ultimately 
the people of India. (I shall deal presently with the question of 
safeguards.) Thus the principle of self-govenmient or Swaraj as the 
foundation of the new constitution has been establi.shed beyond 
controversy. His Majesty's Government are solemnly pledged to its 
acceptance and there can be no going bar k. 

The recognition of the principle of Swaraj implies net'essarily a 
full recognition of the right of India to equality of treatment to what 
we call Dominion Status. That this has been explirifly recognised is 
abundantly clear from a reading of the various speeches in the last 
day of the Conference and in Parliament. The Prwnier in his speech 
repeatedly referred to “negotiations” taking place Wtween England 
and India; he spoke in Parliament of “co-operative negotiations on a 
basis of mutual understanding.” It was nece8sar>', be declared, to 
remove all Indian problems from the field of suspicion with candour 
and good-will, Baldwin stated “I do not believe there will be 
any {lermanent solution of the question of Indian government until 
you get complete co-operation, understanding, and good-will between 
Indians and ourselves.” I^ord Peel at the Conference said “I trust 
that in the coming months, the seals may be affixed to this new deed 
of partnership between the two countries.” May I call attention of 
my countrymen to the memorable closing words of the Premier at the 
Conference? He said: “Finally, I hope, and I trust and I pray that 
by our labours together, India will possess the only thing that she now 
lacks to give her the atatus of a Dominion amongst the BHtish 
Commonwealth of Nations, what she now lacks — the responsibilities, 
and ike cares, the burdens and the difficulties, but ike pride and tke 
koBour of responsible self-govemment.” Mr. Wedgwood Benn in 
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Palbament stated: moment the Prime ’Minister made his 

statement on the 19th January, the equality of status was declared.’* 

The new principle of self-government, with its corollary, Dominion 
Status, which has now been established, accords with National 
aspiration and demand and I therefore am confident that it will be 
cordially appreciated by my countrMnen. 

In this unanimity of opinion among resjamsible leaders of thought, 
it is rather amusing to read Mr. ("liurchiirs outburst in Parliament. 
He speaks of *4he rapid landslide of British opinion and iioiicy.” Has 
he forgotten the equally rapid landslide of British opinion and policy 
in the case of Ireland? Has he forgotten the leading part that he took 
in stagincr the surrender to the ‘'Irish rel>els*'? It hardly lies in the 
mouth of Mr. Churchill now to roil at peaceful and honourable 
negotiations between England and India. 

Now, may I say a few words about the vexed question of siifeguanls? 
It is impossible for me within my limited time to diseuss this matter 
in detail. Everybody admits the necessity for them. Even that great 
leader, Pandit Motilal Nehru, some months ago, envisugt*d the framing 
of a constitution “subject to such adjustments of our mutual relations 
as are required by special needs and conditions of India and our imst 
association.” As the Premier has [winted out, safeguards are to be 
found in every free constitution, to be put into o[)eratiou in the event 
of a breakdown of the ordinary nonnal operations of Government. So 
the nei'essity of safeguards being obvious, the question arises as to 
what they ought to be. 

The ('onference has made suggestions. But it is to be reraemberwl 
that the suggestions made by the various sulhconimittees of the 
Conference and noted in its plenary session, are merely provisional. 
To quote the Premier, when making the Deilarution of Policy on 
belialf of his Government, “in such statutory safeguanls as may l>e 
made for meeting the needs of the transitional perioil, it will be a 
primary (!oncern of His Majesty's Govenuneiit to se<» that the reserved 
})OwerN are so framefl and exercised as not to prejudice the advance of 
India through the new constitution to full responsibility for her own 
Oovemnient.” He made it cleur in that spetnth and also in Parliament 
that these safeguartls were only during the transitional period. The 
question of safeguards is no doubt of importance for our future 
development. As the Prime Minister himself says, they should not be 
such as would unduly sha<‘kle us and thereby hamper our growth. So 
it is essential that we should go into this matter very carefully and 
exercise due vigilance, so that the safeguards may be such as may not 
hamper the working of the new constitution, and there may he no 
occasion for the exercise of the safeguards. 

Now it will be our duty to work out the details of the Kheiiie and 
fill in the framework of the new constitution. The f’onference has 
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only ««ttied the general principles. As the Premier put ilf in 
Parliament, the Conference did not meet to draft a constitution; but 
what they meant to do was to agree upon the principle which was to 
be applied to the Indian Government and which should be made the 
foundation of the constitution to be framed. The Premier pointed out 
in his speech at the Conference that this work must not be left to the 
bureaucracy in either country but must be conducted on the direct 
responsibility of politicians. This work, as can well he imagined, is a 
heavy and responsible one. It involves consideration amongst others 
of the following imiKulanl problems: (1) the extent and scope of 
Hjifeguards; (2) tlie question relating to the composition of the 
legislatures; (3) the form a^nd exteut of the fninchise; (4) residuary 
powers; (5) the protection of commercial interests; (6) the building up 
of u national army; and (7) protection of minorities. It will now\ 
therefore, \m the duty of all of us, in the words of Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapni, to apply our minds to the consideration of these intricate 
problems and make our contribution to the building up of the great 
structures. So I may not imreasonubly expe(‘t the members of this 
Council to co-operate in working out the details of the scheme. Tery 
probably fsanferences will be convened, or committees appointed to 
carry out this work and this Council may make valuable contribution 
thereto. Whatever be the means adopted, we ran, if we want, be of 
very great assistance, whether the problem be one affecting the Central 
or the Provincial Government. It is to be noted that the provinces 
according to the Premier’s scheme wull be constituted on the basis of 
full responsibility so that imiwrtont questions regarding complete 
transfer of responsibility w ill have to be elucidated. 

I have been, Sir, sj>eaking so long about the new constitution. 
May I now briefly refer to the spirit that should permeate the new 
constitution? The Premier and the various members of the British 
Delegation at the Confeivnce have all made a fervent appeal for the 
removal of all suspicion and distrust, for the establishment of a spirit 
of co-o[>emtion, mutual trust and good-will. This to my mind is the 
most imimrtant essential for the success of the negotiations between 
England and Tndia. Without this spirit j!iothing can avail. The truth 
of that famous maxim that will, not force is the basis of the State 
is being realised by English statesmen. The State everywhere depends 
for its stability and smooth working on the good-will of the people. 
Now that the idea that is to be translated into action is the idea of 
partnership on a footing of equality, the inferiority complex should 
disappear. The jfliscussions at the Conference and in Parliament have 
made it clear to all that the parties in England through their spokesmen 
are willing to eo-operate with us. Let us meet them in that spirit of 
trust and good-will. Sir. I believe in the policy of mutual amity and 
understanding. As the Lord Buddha said hatred cannot conquer 
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Iplred and it is only by love that we can conquer hatred. This i« irue 
in dealing between England and India. A policy of love and trust 
will bring us all close together. All the diflfei-ent elements — Hindus 
on the one hand and {Moslems on the other, the Princes on the one 
hand, the representatives of British India on the other, the higher 
classes on the one hand, and the dejwessed classes on the other, the 
Indians on the one hand and the British in India on the othe^-- i'au 
easily come to a mutual understanding if (his |M»licy he followed. A’o 
one community, no one class can claim all (he advantage's, (he 
monopoly of all the good things of the State. Mutual give«aud-tuke 
agreement between us and not force from al>ove should In* our aim. I 
have not the least doubt that once we get rid of mutual suspicion, 
that once we are able to understand others’ inunt of view, the solution 
will not be far off. 

I have just read the manifesto issued iu Boinimy on the (»th Jnuant 
by 26 Indian Delegates to llie Conference, iiichiding Right Hon’Ue 
Sir Srinivas Sastri, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Jayukar and 
Mr. J. N. Basil. This is a remarkable corroboration from those 
behind the scenes, of what one liad gathered fi'om a wtuily of the 
accounts already published. I would entreat the cntics carefully to 
read the manifesto. The signatories emphasise the remarkable change 
that British opinion has undergone in favour of India. They say, “it 
is our considered view that attainment hy India of Dominion Status is 
no longer in dispute,” They add “speaking with a full wuise of 
re8|K)nsibilit V, we firmly maiiituin that the political outlook has so 
materially changed that tin* new siimition shouhl he calmly and 
dispassionately considered by all parties in India with a single eve to 
the abiding interests of India as a wliole.” 1 venture res|»ertfully to 
j»resH the appeal made hy these eminent Indian leaders. There is 
abundant evidence of the (hungi* of heart, «)f an eager desire on the 
part of England to co-operate with us. It is therefore useless to ask 
for further proof. s and ]ajt further tests. It is easy to stir up IumI UIocmI 
but more diffic ult to lead the pt^ople aright in the part of sobriety and 
calmness. 

I therefore appeal to all for love and trust, for the faith that remotes 
mountaiiM, for the charity that ho})etb all things. We Indians and 
Sufopeans, Hindus and Moslems, can work shoulder to shoulder to 
make India take her rightful plaf*e in the Commonwealth of Nations. 
In ^is onerous work, I ask specially the help of members of Ihis 
Council, ministers as well as private members. 

Thanks to the Conference, Dominion Status has l>een assured to us, 
in aoeor^ance with our chtrished ideal. We have every hope that His 
IBnoellency the Viceroy to whom India owes a deep debt of ftntitude, 
when he goes Igmk to England will sopplemeift his work here by 
SkSiiatiag the framing of India's new ^Onnstitiilma.^ 
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One word more and I have done. The foundation of the new 
etructure ha« been well and truly laid on this. It will be oue duty to 
erect the new structure worthy of our great and composite people. In 
the famous words of Abraham Lincoln : “With malice towards none^ 
with charity for all, with firmness in the right, as God gives Us to see 
the right, let us strive on, to finish the work we are in and cherish a 
just and lasting peace between ourselves and all nations. 

445 p.m. 

Mr# P. N. CUHAs Sir, before I formally move, the motion that 
stands in my name I beg your permission not to move the last two 
lines of the third paragraph of the resolution; that is to say, I would 
finish the resolution with the words “suitable to the needs of Bengal’^ 
and omit the words following them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tes, you have my permission to do so. 

Mr, P. N. GUHA: I beg to move that this Council accords its 
hearty welcome to the de<*laration made by the Prime Minister on 
behdf of the Government of Great Britain and believes that the 
Constitution of the Government of India, if framed according to the 
principle underlying the declaration, will not only be beneficial to the 
country ai( a whole but will bring a complete Swaraj within a 
reasonable time. 

This Council is further of opinion that the broad outlines sketched 
out by the Prime Minister for the Constitution of the Government of 
the Provinces are satisfactory and acceptable to the people of Bengal. 

The Council therefore requests the Government of Bengal and the 
people of the different communities in the Province to unite in making 
a careful survey of conditions preliminary to devi.sing a Constitution 
suitable to the needs of Bengal. 

Mr. President, Sir, it will be seen that I have divided luy motion in 
three distinct fNurts, and I have done so intentionally. In the first 
place, I shall deal briefly with the offer of the Prime Minister from 
the view points of India as a C4>mpact country and the Indians as a 
solid nation. The time allotted to me will not allow me to go into 
every detail, and further, so much has been said and written since 
January 19, that educated people all over India have by this time 
been able to form an idea of wbat is wbat. 

Sir, you aro aware that the offer of the Premier has not been 
welcomed so spontaneously in this country os it ought to have been. 
The delegates to the Bound Table Conference, at least the majority 
of them, have eacpressed the opinion that the offer made by Mr. 
MacDonald was ^nite satisfactory, and if acted upon in the right and 
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Ipnoper spirit, it will in the very near future ifive India all that she had 
been hankering for at least since the eslaWishment of the Indian 
National Congress. There are millions of people in this ttmntry who 
hold this opinion, and I, for niy part, share it. On the other hand, the 
Congress people, though they have not yet hually rejected the offer^ 
have by their speeches and writings conveyed the impression that the- 
offer was not only not adequate but that there is no substance in it 
even. The final verdict of the Working Committee of the Congresa 
will probably be made known to the public in a couple of days* time, 
but it does not require any great imagination to realise what that 
verdict will be. 


Sir, the offer of the Premier is being condemned by two principal 
parties from two quite different points of view. Those of our country- 
men who have made a bid for independence are of opinion that the 
reservations and safeguards outlined by the Prime Minister are so 
numerous and so strong that the power promised to be given to the 
people at the Centre wdll be of no use lo them. They consider that 
the forward mareh of the people will be checked and hindered at every 
step with the help of these safeguards and reservations. The offer is 
therefore useless. The other party’s view point lies in the contrary 
direction and that party consists mostly of the people of the ruling 
race from Mr. Churchill down to the retiring President of the European: 
Association. These gentlemen are nervous at the prospect of losing the- 
Empire. They think that the future eonstiiiition of India, if formed 
according to the outline sketched by the Premier, will make the Indians 
absolute masters of their own house and the inevitable result will bn 
the total extinction of the white people from this ancient land. 

Sir, all that an Indian can say in reply is, firstly, that we have got 
every right to he the roasters of our own house and, secondly, that the 
Europeans with whom we have lived for nearly two centuries need have 
no reason to fear their extinction if they behave themselves. All that 
m’e have been striving for in to get rid of the intolerable supremacy of 
others in our ow'n house and tbeir supercilious attitude towards the 
children of the soil. Turning to our own people I would remind them 
that the safeguards and reservations proposed by the Premier are 
necessary during the period of transition, not so much for the con* 
venience and inconvenience of the people of the ruling race, as much 
for minimising the possibility of our domestic quarrel. Sir, I will not 
enter into details. I would only draw the attention of the House to 
the diversity of opinion displayed at the Round Table Conference by 
our own men. I am confident that the British statesmen in general, 
and the.Prime Minister in particular, would have hesitated a thousand 
and one times before speaking about the safeguards and reservations if 
the Indian delegates to the Conference were of one mind. My own 
reading of the situation is that the safeguards and reservations have 
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beea thought of only because we have ashed for them. That my reading 
is a correct one will be proved by the amendment which my friend 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has tabled. Sir, it is an irony of fate that 
“we can never realise that we are Indians £r.st and Hindus and Muslims 
afterwards. We want to keep our communal identity always to the 
front and that is why the talk of safeguards come. There is botmd to 
be chaos and bloodshed if the safeguards are not there, so long as we 
cannot trust each other. No one need forget that Mr. Bamsay 
Mac: Donald has repeatedly laid stress on the words “period of 
transition “ and this period of transition will not terminate till the 
Hindus and Moslems unite and live in India as Indians hrst, and 
everything else, afterwards. As to the reservations, they are a 
necessary secjuence of safeguards. One must follow' the other. 

Sir, turning to the 11 points raised hy Mahatma Gandhi, we, laymen, 
are of opinion that there is not even one among them which cannot 
he given effect to by legisbition, and consequently I fail tc realize 
why their fulfilment should be made a c'oiidition precedaot to the 
acceptance of the offer made by the Premier. 

Sir, I now turn to tlie second paragraph of n\\ motion. I find that 
my friends Dr. Naresh Cliandra Sen Gupta and Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan are not prepared to admit that the broad outlines sketched out 
by the Prime Minister for the Gonstitution of tlie Provinces are 
satisfactory. Dr. Sen Gupta will not be satisfied with the Constitution 
till the political prisoners are released and Ordinances are withdrawn, 
And Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan wnll not look at the Constitution till the 
communal differences are settled in this Province. Sir, I can assure 
Dr. Sen Gupta or any one else whom it may concern, that I yield to 
none in my desire to see the political prisoners released and the 
Ordinances withdrawal, hut an intellectual giant like my friend should 
have seen that I have tried to deal with the abstract side of the question 
only. The release of political prisoners and the withdrawal of the 
Ordinances are matters of administrative detail. Press for them as 
much aa you can, and I assure you, Sir, that 1 shall not refuse to be a 
party to this, but 1 fail to understand how we can refuse to accept the 
Constitution if the political prisoners are not released forthwith. 
What I have tried to make out is that the outlines sketched out by the 
premier are satisfactory. That far and no further. 

Bir, Mr. MacDonald has said only two things in connection with 
the Constitution of the Government of the Provinces. He has said, 
first, tlmt the Council will be enlarged and the franchise broadened, 
and second, that the Executive will be responsible to the Legislature. 
Sir, I would Kke to know from Dr, Sen Gupta if he is not satisfied 
with these two detdarations. 

Sir, taking the last declaration first, k it not a fact that we the 
poople ol the Provinoes have been complaining bitteri>' about the 
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ip|t <if control of the Legislntune the Executive!^ Have* we not 
aflicd repeatedly for the power of reirulatinir the action of the 
Executive 2^ This we are ffoing to fret and why (»hould we not be 
eaiiahed with thatJ* 8ir» 1 have not hisit aijrht of the emerifency 
powers that are proposed to be given to the (fovemors of the Prorinees. 
Many people will argue that as the u'hite element in the Services 
remains^ the white Governor with his emergency powers will ride 
roughshod over the Council and make its authority over the Executive 
meaningless. Sir, I for one am not prepared to believe that the British 
people after granting us outonomy will make it ineffective by sending 
out men as Governors whose only business will he to give indulgence 
to the unreasonable K\»s’vitive. That eunnot he the ca.se. Emergency 
powers, as the Prime Minister has said, are vested in the King or his 
agent, legally and traditionally in all countries, hut how many 
examples are there in hi.story showing the exercise of such powers? I 
am therefore definitely of opinion that the declaration of the Premier 
that the Executive in the Provinces will he under the control of the 
legislature composed of the representatives of the people from among 
whom the Ministers will ho appointed, has removed our main ground 
for complaint, and this <leclanitioii ought to he accepted whole- 
heartedly. 


Sir, 1 next take the qu(‘stioiis of the size <»f the Council and the 
franchise. Adult franchise is the jK»t liohhy of the political theorist 
and the Nehru Uep<»rt recoin meiujed that. I have my own opinion 
about it. 1 consider that the power of fiunclns»* given to the illiterate 
people is likely to he abused, and further, granting such powers to all 
and sundry in a z<*niindar-riddcn province like Bengal is not yet 
desirable. No one should he given more to eat tliau he can chew. 
Anyway, adult fruiK hise is not coming hut we liave got an assurum^e 
from the Premier of a broader franchise. Can w'e* reject that at Ibis 
transitory stage As to the size of the t^aiiicil, we arc 14(1 strong here 
now, out of whom 2G, inchuling myself, shall have to go, for I am sure 
there will no longer he noiniiiaticm either of officials or non-officials. 
Anyway the Premier has said that the Council wdll he enlarged. Is 
not that declaration acceptable to this Council? The Nehru lleport 
recommended one member for each lakh of population and fixed the 
number of Bengal Council members at 466. I do not know if this 
recommendation will be accepted, but I am almost sure that at least 
half of this will be agreed upon and this House will in future be 
composed of about 233 members. Is not that acceptable? 

Sir, it will be seen that in the second paragraph of my motion I 
have asked the House to accept only the outlines and the outlines 
are ; Provincial autonomy, an enlarged liegislative Couneil and a broad 
franchise. I purposely , refrained from entering into contovenuil 
details, and so I am sorry that my friends have thought it fit to sound 
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Cirofttlly EToided detoilf and hove oxteacM on moMioB to Ik# 
Govonimeiit and the people of the different comniiinitioe to tmite in 
making a careful euirey of the conditiona. Here too I hare purpose^ 
refrained from entering into any detail. I can have no objection if 
the Government appointa a repreeentative committee a« auggeated by 
my friend Maulvi Tamiiuddin Khan. In fact the Hindn*Moalem problem 
wan uppermoat in my mind when 1 drafted my reaolution and it wae to 
make an effort towards the aolntion of that tangle that 1 reqneated 
the Government and the people of the different conununitiea to unite. 
I therefore fail to see how the amendment of Maulvi Tamieuddin Khan 
ariaea out of my motion. My points are three: (1) that the Conatitu* 
tion of the Government of India if framed according to the principle 
underlying the declaration of the Prime Minister will be acceptable, 
(2) that the Conatiiution of the Provincial Government as outlined 
will be welcome, and (3) the Government and the people of all 
communities in Bengal should unitedly try to evolve a suitable 
Constitution for this Province, and I maintain, Sir, that the question 
of political prisoners or the appointment of any committee cannot be 
linked with my motion, a'hich you can call a pious wish, if you please. 

5 p.m. 

Mr# d. Ht GU^TA: Sir, before I move the motion which stands in 
my name, I^wish to follow Mr. Bose in paying my humble tribute to 
the memory of the great patriot and statesman who has just passed 
away. His passionate love of country, great intellectual gifts, and, 
above all, his all-embracing sac’rihce, must set an example to my 
cx>untrymen for years to come. Wo would have felt the loss of such 
a man at any time, and we feel it much more so at this time when 
sobriety of judgment and far-sighted statesmanship are required more 
than ever. 

Coming to the motion which stands in my name, viz,, **tbis Council 
gratefully acknowledges the far-sighted wisdom, broad statesmanship 
and genuine i|lBpaihy with Indian aspirations displayed in the 
scheme of the future* Indian Constitution outlined by the Prime 
Minister at the concluding pleanary sitting of the Hound Table 
Conference, and while calling upon the Government to forthwith 
remove all obstacles in the path of the sympathetic reception by the 
people of this Province, urges upon members of this House to do all in 
their power to help forwwrd the speedy completion of the structure 
outlin^ in the scheme, particularly by a satisfactory and agreed 
•olntioa of ooiintinal differenoes, so that the great taak of building 
np the fabric of a hberaled and self-governing India may be com* 
aMnoad by the Indian people with as liiGe dsW *s posssble,*^ it ia 
la^gt of gratitade and hope that 1 rise to move it, so 
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feili diM|9«iit«d 1mm ei my miad wiOi irlikh I hid to widvf 
dpi moluiun on the work of the Simon Oommyiwfcin only in Auguet 
It i« only fair, however, that we iihoald reraemW that the 
alntaaphero, the compelling moral fort'et* which guided the delikerations 
of tile Round Table Conference, were mi different from thone under 
whoae influence the Simon Commiiseion had to work, that thin fact 
akme will go a long way to explain the radical change in the angle 
of vision of the sponsors of the new constitution offered to India. It 
mnst be admitted that foremost amongst the clauses which have placMsd 
India oa Hie threshold of complete political self-determination and 
which have worker! what has been described by more than one critic 
as beuLg aothiag shiirt of a historical miracle, is the unloosening of 
moral forces, as if by a magical wand of that great leader who has 
controlled the destinies of India during these momentous days. When 
Mr. Gandhi wrote his famous letter to the Viceroy on the 2nd of 
Man'b, 1930, and said that he proposetl to set in motion moral forces, 
the intensely aidive forces of non-violence, and when he expressed the 
hope that people would join him in numbers and the sufferings they 
will undergo w ill he enough to melt the sionieMt heart, and ensure the 
victory of truth and the conversion of the British nation, there were 
many who were inclined to consider that message, at best as embodying 
the faith of a visionar>% who had no knowledge of the earthly 
character of the forces, mostly physical, which have to be called inta 
being for the winning of political liberty by a subject people. But 
to-day the world stands amaied and staggereil at the immense potency 
of the forces raised by Mr Gandhi, which have truly galvanised and 
changed the moral outlook of the entire Indian nation, men, women 
and children, who have vied with each other in sacrificing their 
personal liberty and eveiy thing they hold dear for the cause of their 
country. Who could have imagined even a year ago that women 
from the cream of Indian society who were timorous even to come out 
into the streets in the light of day could have cheerfully braved hmtal 
UUhi charges and led the van in the nation's struggle in the cause of 
truth and freedom P India has given birth to many spiritual forcea 
in the past which have moved the world and it was left to India again 
under the guidance of Mr. Gandhi to make a new record in the history 
of political institutions, and to demonstrate that soul force is even 
more potent than physical prowess in achieving the freedom of a 
people. 


Bot I am not going to give all the credit to Mr. Gandhi and Un 
party alone. No leas potent and perhaps what exercised the most direct 
ittflaenee ^ in singling the deliberation oi the Hound Talde Goalefeaoe 
wie the impreeeive di^ky of brnming patriotim and love ol eoantryv 
•oMstgr d jidgmit, bnadth ud of dew, oonplod 

ligli iiMketMi ffifte and fim gntp of A« oooq^lo* ud dakdt 
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problems under diacuanion, by the galsxy of Indimi PrinGes and 
atatasmen wlio attended the Conference and which proved to the British 
nation and to the outer bar of the civilized world that if there were 
any people who could be trusted with the management of the affairs 
of their own country, surely it was the people whose cause they 
pleaded. Sir, India will never be able to repay the heavy debt of 
gratitude which they owe to the Indian Princes for their singleminded 
patriotism in placing the interests of India above the interests of their 
class, to statesmen like Sir Tej Bahadur Sapni for their splendid 
leadership, or to the fiery patriotism of that great leader who has now 
passed away, Maulana Muhammad Ali, of blessed memory, who 
declared that lie would rather die than return to a slave country, and 
whom fate honoured by helping him to keep his word. Sir, the names 
of these patriots will go down the resounding stairs of time and 
generations of my countrymen will honour their memoiy as the 
fiHviours ul their country. 

Sir, at this moment of supreme gratification for all lo^ers of India, 
/ do not propose to be partial or niggardly in my piaise of the great 
British nation, perhaps the greatest in modern times, which has so 
Mnanimously and with such signal good grace risen to the full height 
of its responsibility, and parted with power and prospects of con- 
tinuance of rule in a manner which is bound to be recognised as one 
of the most notable examples of self-abnegation and self-restraint 
exercised by any nation, having all the physical weapons of self- 
nggraudisenient ut its command of which history keeps any record. 
If the names of individuals are to he mentioned on whose brow history 
will place the crown of laurels for this peaceful yet memorable victory 
of the cause of freedom, surely the late Mr. Montagu, Lord Irwin and 
Mr. MacDonald will sliare it with Mr. (landhi and the other Indian 
patriots. 

So much for our gratitude for the momentous advance in Indians 
political position which the Prime Minister’s declaration promises. 
No doubt tha daclarution offers only a bare outline ; the underlying 
guiding principles and a great deal will depend upon how the scheme, 
the superstructure, is actually built up. But os Mr. MacDonald has 
pointed out, much more than an outline has been worked out and the 
discussions and resolutions of tlie various sub-committees of the Bound 
Table Conference have broken a great deal of difficult ground and 
offered agreed solutions of some of the knottiest problems of the Indian 
sittiaiion. To quote again from the Prime Minister’s speeches, the 
bricks and the morUr have in most cases been manufactured, and as 
Uie plan of the bubbling has ^ready been supplied, the completion of 
the structure should not be very difficult of attainment, proviiW the 
spirit of give and take and wise toleration continue to guide the 
Jibonrs of thoee who will complete the work which has been eo weB 
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biputr Sir, it is not lor « me to-<kif «to exaniitie in detail tfet salient 
polite of. the nem* scihente/ 1 migrht at once say that we have iiOf^ 
won f the most important redonbt and the new constitution places us 
on 4rm ground from which future advant'e will ht* almost automatic. 
As the All-Parties’ Conference report, coiumottly knowm as the Nehru 
Heporty puts it, “the reel problem to which the minds of Indiati 
nationalists have been set consists in the transference of political 
power and. responsibility from the people of England to the fU'ople of 
India.’’ The Prime Minister’s declaration runs “the view of His 
Majesty’s Government is that responsibility for the Government of 
India should he placed U|Hin (Indian) Legislatures, centiat and 
provincial, with provisional safegnards, (he I'eserve jMiwers, howevprj 
not to be exercised so as to pn»judice the atlvam e of India through the 
new constitution to full iH^sponsjhility for her own Government.” 
The Hound Table t’onference solved the probh in of finding a 
constitution which will emhnu'c the whole of India and at the same 
time provide some ballast for introdm’ing responsibility in the centre 
by adopting a Federal (onstitution in whicdi (he central Government 
should he a Federation of all India, embracing both the Indian States 
and British India in a hi-cnmeral legislatnnv If responsibility is to 
bf transferred to the shoulders of Indian Ministers and I/egislatun‘, 
the new constitution fully re<«>gni*es, that they must also have^ the 
power of the purse, and Indians must he put in u position to gradually 
take upwii themselves the burden of the defence of the country. The 
constitution, therefore, will provide that subject to transitional safe* 
guard, the Indian (Jovemment will have full financial responsibility 
for methods of raising revenue and control of expenditure. As regards 
provinces, the constitution will he on the basis of full responsibility; 
all the. Ministers will be taken from the legislature and will he jointly 
reapopsible to it. The range of provincial subjects will give the 
pjx>vtpces .the greatest pt^ssihle measure of self-government, the 
authority of the Federal Government lieing strictly limited to subjects 
of all-India concern. 


Such is the bare outline, but even noar the generous and responsive 
character of His Majesty’s Government is obvious enough, and Indian 
criticism has been so far useful and friendly. Naturally a gn^at deal 
of criticiam has be<m levelled against the proposed safeguards, Mr. 
Saatri suggests that there should be a clause in the Viceroy's 
instrument of instruction declaring that it is Britain’s policy that the 
extraordinary powers of the Viceroy are to be used exclusively for 
India’s benefit. The Prime Minister has, however, dearly stated that 
the mggmUd safeguards will only be transitional and also pointed out 
that saleguards to prevent the break-dow^n of a complicated system of 
responsible Government are necessary and exist in all cons^tntions, 
and they are not to be used except in eases of the gravest emergencies. 
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Prime Miaifter and tbe Secretary ol State have fartbar ntmmd 
that these emergency powers ahooid be so framed as aot to undenataa 
the responsibiUty of Ministers in the province and not to enable tbein 
to take shelter behind the reserved powers of the Governor; *^tliat is 
to say» the powers of the Minister must wax and the em^gency powers 
of the Governor must be kept in back-ground and must wane.” Mr. 
Bapni has acknowledged that some safeguards are easential to make 
the scheme of central responsibility workable and I must also frankly 
admit that safeguards in the ^irit conceived by the Prime Miatsier 
will be essential for this province also at least during the transitional 
period of the new constitution. It is only to be hoped that tbcae 
directions from Whitehall will be remembered when the details of 
the sc;heme are worked out in this (*ountry. As regards hnancial safe- 
guards, I would like, however, to whole-heartedly support the conten- 
tion of those critics which maintain that the whole scheme of financial 
responsibility will have to be very carefully worked out so that 
Ministers should have complete and unfettered powers for controlling 
the finances and the financial, currency, and commercial policy of the 
Indian Empire. And we in the province must also take care tliat the 
whole scheme of the distribution of the finam ial resources of British 
India amongst the autonomous provinces, should be thoroughly over- 
hauled and placed on a fair and equitable basis, so that Bengal may 
be relieved from the grave injustice of the present arrangement by 
which she, ike rkbest province in India with the most extending 
•ources of income, is the poorest per head ot the population, her 
lesources being just about one-third of the other major provinces of 
India. As regards the scheme of Federated India composed ol the 
Slates and the provinces which is to be the foundation of the scheme 
of a responsible central (Government, it is of course, possible like Mr. 
Jmnah to be sceptical of its immediate lealixution and to hold that the 
scheme ol responsible Government both in the provinces and in the 
centre should not be made conditional on the Indian States eoming 
into line. But as Mr. Sapni has pointed out, Indian statesmen like 
Mr. Sastri, wb© were at first not in favour of the Federation Scheme, 
acoefited it not only because it suits the Princes but also because it 
balpi India to attain its object. In my humble judgment what we 
want is united India and self-governing India, and if a scheme of 
Federation is the only practical solution of the difficulty, there is 
aedhiag more to be said. Besides, one can easily visualise that as the 
ii^s go by the view point ol the Indians in the States will not be very 
dif erent from the view point of their brothers in present day BritiA 
{adia and the tuture of India is that of a united Indian pec^le. Jba 
regards the Indian Army, it might be urged that in addition to the 
o^ing ol an Indian' Sandhurst without delay, and a scbemo for Ihe 
nipd IttdianiiaGon of the Army, the centra} Assembly idiould have % 
privilege ol discusauif the Army budget aa it does now and that ita 
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1 would also like to einphaeixe the demaud of the National Party 
in Uie central A)ifiembl}% that a-hile welcoming the Prime Miniiiiet*a 
declaration of policy they tni*it that itn realiiation will he immediate^ 
which alone can really satisfy ^he country. As Mr. Wedgwood Benn 
«o impreasiTely pointed out in the House of Commons, speed and 
aiacerity are the two things essential in dealing with the Indian 
problem at the present moment. 1 am sure we can all wltole-heartedly 
endorse the Secretary of 8tate*s asscrvation that in Britain's relations 
with India delay has been the tragedy in the past. 

But it is needless to point out that if delay is to he avoided and 
the sc;heme outlined by the Prime Minister is to W worked out into a 
prac^tical and workable constitution for India* the BritiMh (lovernment, 
the Indian Oovemment and the Indian people must all whole-heartedly 
co-operate. The Indian national party in the Assembly has already 
made a strong appeal l)Oth to the Indian HovernmenU and to the 
Congress leaders to create an atmosphere of peace and mutual trust in 
which the momentous problems now awaiting de<‘ision can be examined 
in a calm and dispassionate spirit. The Indian Ciovernroent has 
already taken the initiative in this matter, and I most earnestly beg 
the local Uovernment to be loyal to the new spirit which the Hound 
Table Conference has created and which animated the dtsdarations of 
the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State at WhitehoU. If the 
Government cannot make up fU mind finally to abandon the policy of 
attempting to repress the political activities of the people, may I 
humbly suggest that at least there should he a complete cessation for 
the present of all action in that direction? May I ask whether the 
exceee of seal recently displayed by the police, to put it very mildly, 
ia dispersing the Independence Day celebrations was in coasonaaoe 
with that policy of extending the sphere of the peace and contentment 
of the human rai'e to which the head of the Indian ailrainisimtion, the 
Secretary of State for India, so scdemnly committed himself only the 
ilihet day? May 1 also venture to remind the Hon 'hie Home Member 
and the police autoirrats of the day that tt not far off when those who 
will sit in the place which the Eon’ble Member now occupies and the 
police will no longer be the hresponeible masters of the petH’Ui but 
llwir frimids and servants, and even to*day they caonot afford to carry 
oa tlie ttaditions of the old regime with impuaiiyf To my coaniry« 
moa it it neoeeeary for me to eay that this is the moat aaxiopa and 
UMnnentoua stage of our national history, when in truth the haj^iness 
add eoBtmtmetit of one*fffth of the htininn race is hanging in the 
hidanoe, 1 pray to Ood that a ppini of noble sidf-restriiat and 
gbsglMBliidid tegiid to the uBimale good of the motherland arithont 
any Hmught of getting equal with our opponents should guide our 
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d^kion? Aa to ouraelroa, I feiBil 'oartain that all of tia |>reflOttt here 
will not consider any sacrifice too great to be able to do what little we 
can to serve the country's cause. 

6-16 p.m. 

On this Council, however, a special manner the all- 

important task of finding a satisfactoly and agreed solution of the 
differences which unfortunately divide tV ▼i^'w points of the two 
great communities of the province. Wo, have all noted with ehame 
and deep disappointment that it was our uuioriiiuaU dilerence which 
has been the chief obstacle in the path of the Hoitpd Table Conference’s 
coming to a more satisfactory and speedier conclusion of their 
labours. Sir, in recent years Bengal’ has been steadily losing ground 
in the Councils of India, and shall it ndw’be said of Bengal that at the 
supreme moment when the prospects Of our freeing our motherland are 
brighter than they have ever been before, Bengal of all the provinces 
failed to rise to the full height of its responsibility? I appeal to the 
patriotism of, leaders of both communities to save us from such a dis- 
grace. Sir, it is not for me to assume the role of an arbitrator, but in 
all humility may I say that it must be obvious to all of us that we shall 
neVer arrive at an agreed solution unless both (‘ommunities are prepared 
to make some sacrifice and unless we respond to the call of a common 
motherland and to those strong ties of common nationality which have 
and which ought to bind the two communities in the rlosest bonds of 
mutual respect, good-will and fellow-feeling. We must also remember 
that we are discussing the frame-work of a democratic institution, and 
wo cannot Very well put up proposals which go against the very essence 
of democratic institutions and which, as pointed cut by*^he Prime 
Minister, ‘instead of developing a robust political life which witl'fbster 
the growth of national political parties based upon conceptions of India’s* 
interest as a whole, will tend to divide India into water-tight compart- 
ments of separate communities with <*ommunal interest of their own.” 
Much has been said about the safeguarding of intere^^ts of minority 
communities, but it is quite a different thing to ask for a special 
favoured treatment at the certain cost of other communities for asking 
lor protection from possible disabilities which maV or trtaV not arise in 
the future. As pointed out by the Prime Minister, special weigh tage 
for any communities will only mean that we will have to take it out of 
aome body else. But the fact is that the Prime Minister has said 
nothing new. What he has now said, has been said and felt by* al^ 
impartial judges who have examined the question in the past, but they 
had not the courage of their cKmvictions and in supporting c^ornmnnal 
electorates they did hot act as either true friends of India or of diaT 
communities; they wanted to befriend. We most remember that omr 
cate is now before a much wider bar of the free pe<^le of England, mid 
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p^ lact .of the bar of the free< peoples of the oiviliMd irorld. Will it’, 
^ti||)efore, be too much to bop© that w© iriH appoint a sub-oonuniitee 
amooget ourselves to decide this question in a apirit of ioleninee and 
brotherly regard for each others* interests and put up ’ suggestions 
which being fair to both the commiiniiies will not' militate against the 
larger interests of the nation? How will it do if we accepted a jdlht 
and non-communal electorate and reserved only a rainimufn equal 
number of seats for both communities, throwing o|)en the others fdt 
healthy emulation and competition hetwecu the must deserving 
candidates of both communities, or if it was considered cHseiitial to 
reserve all the seats to allocate for specified numlxw of years only, the 
number justified by the voting strength of each community and under, 
any franchise that might be considered ilesirably and workable in the 
present stage of the country’s eccuiomic and tnlucational ndvaiui©? ^ 

One more word, Sir, and I have done; in our exaltation lor the great 
stride forward towards self-government which under the deere© of 
Providence we have now been able to take, we must not forget that th© 
true task of the regeneration of India has still to 1 m* begun. We have 
now only Wen provided with the means, the key of the castle has lieen 
given to us; we have* still to open the gut<*8 and take possession of the 
citadel. For India to stand on the same pedesta! as the great self- 
determining nations of the world, the people have to he raised to* a 
standard which is far above the position which unfortunatedy we now 
occupy. No matt(;r how generous and itn|Mising the strmdure of tb© 
constitution which may be given to us, we cannot all'ord to forget that 
the chief value of that constitution will be that it should enable us to 
raise the people, through their own exertions, to a position of equality, 
in moral and national advancement with the other (dvilixed peoples of 
the world. And unles.s we apply ourselves steadfastly hi that task, w© 
may find the enormous weight of the governance of 300 millions of 
people too heavy a burden to bear and the mighty edifice which ia 
rearing up its head so proudly to-day may crash down t4) the ground 
blasting all our hopes and adding another dismal chapter to our national 
history. It is because 1 firmly believe that under th© wis© guidance ol 
Providence we will not falter in our duty and will prove e<)ual to th© 
great task w hich lies before us that I have ventured to raise Ibis issugi 

Dr. NARESH OHANDIIA SEN CUPTA: Mr. Pcesident, my friend 
Mr. P. K. Goha has criticised my amendment in advance, hut I regret 
to say that he has done so without taking care to read w hat my amend- 
ment was. My amendment reads as foUowrsi — 

‘‘While satisfied that the pblicy outline^! the Prime Minister offers 
a aatisfactory basis for discussions on the details of the future eonstiiu- 
tion, this Cbuncil is convinced that no 'Constitution, however generously 
conceived, can lead to any good unless, both at Its inception and In its 
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workiigi it if brotd-biffd on the godd^will of the ]ieO|»to; and tUf 
CSonnotl if, theroforo, of opinion tlmt in ofdff to foonfo the neoesfitfy 
goodowill of the people and to esetire n onlin and eympathetic coneideta* 
ikm of the proposal by the people, aU political prisonefe shonld be 
forthwith released, all special laws and Ordinanoef directed towwds the 
fttf^ression of any form of political agitation shoiiM be withdrawn, and 
all action taken by the Goyemment for the suppression of any form of 
political agitation immediately abandoned/’ 

I trust that if the members read the resolution and the amendment 
that I hare proposed, they will not charge me with a desire in any way 
to water down the meed of praise and appreciation which is undoubtedly 
due to the breadth of imagination, the true qualities of statesmanship 
and the sincerity of purpose displayed by the Prime Minister. Bui I 
wish that in expressing that appreciation, we should he equally truthful 
and sincere. For orer a year now, Sir, the soul of India lias been sorely 
tried and every day that passed has shaken the tender roots of the 
confidence which some of us had in the statesmanship and idealism of 
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald. And with the flower of our countrymen 
hflahoured with bludgeons, physical and legislative, with prisons 
filled with people who have committed no offence known to civilised 
jurisprudence, it is no wonder that little faith was left in us in the 
good intentions of the British Government even under the great 
idealist and statesman that we have known Mr. Ramsay MacDonald 
to he. From out of this welter has shone forth the first glimmer of 
light and the fainting faith of people has been re-awakened by the 
heartening notes of the Premier’s speech. It would be hypocrisy, 
however, to say that the Premier's speech alone is enough to lay the 
^irit of distrust and bring us hack to the faith which will lead to 
peace. Not once or twice hut many times in the history of India have 
noble principles uttered on the highest authority been twisted and 
turned and mangled out of shape when it came to translating the 
principles into practice. T need hardly refer to the gracious words of 
Queen Victoria in her proclamation which have so often been crueQy 
belied. In our otrn times I well remember the effusions of joy wi^ 
which men like Sir Rash Behari Ghose and Sir Surendranath 
Bannerjea hailed the memorable despatch of Lord Morley on constitu« 
tional reforms and I remember likewise how the high hopes were 
diehed to pieces when the Morley^Minto Reforms finely Uxdi their 
ehape. 

Mr. Bamsay, MacDonald has laid down noble principles, but the 
•tnioture of our constitution has yet to be raised on thoee fonndationa 
and the foundations ihenselres are not quite above criticism. I have 
enough confidence in Mr. MacDonald yet to feel that if it is Mt to 
hiu* and his Government to work out the constitution in deiaily he 
wiB make every effort to give e generous expoeitioa of the prini^le 
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working out the detaib. But it ig not impoMihle that that work 

9M|F ^ ^ others. 

Well, Sir, if we eiamine the Premierb speech, we shall find that 
there is not one principle in it which cannot be rendered wholly futile 
by a clever handling of the details. Take, for instance, his declara- 
tion about provincial autonomy, with the principles of which everyone 
of us is agreed. But all depends on what subjects are allocated to the 
provinces and what will be centrally regulated. All depends on the 
grant to the provinces of adequate and expanding revenues for 
provincial purposes. Without a generous adjustment of powers and 
revenues, provincial autonomy might easily turn out to be a cruel 
joke. And, lastly, everything depends on the constitution of the 
provincial legislatures. That constitution may easily be so devised 
by providing for nicely balanced groupings in the legislature so that 
the will of the people will fail to find expression in the legislature and 
the real power w'ill pass into the hands of a small group, say, of 
Europeans, who will hold the balance. 

Till the details of the scheme are filled in, therefore, it would be 
premature on our part to go into ecstacies over a mere enunciation of 
principles. At the same time I do not wish to be a carping critic and 
damn the principles for merely imaginary' coiisequem cs 


Alitolirfiiiitiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., on Tuesday, the 
10th February, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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ProGtidiiigi of the Bengal Legblative Council a it eiM hi e d unBer the 
provisione.of the Qoeemnient of Imlit Aet. 

Tbe Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 10th February, 1931, at 2-30 p.m. 


Freest: 

Mr. PitsHiderit (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chau- 
muTRi, KT., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the 
FiXecutive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 113 nominated and 
elected members. 


Starred Quattions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Munsif^ from the ttopressed olaseee. 

•28. Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the year 1930 — 

(i) the number of candidates from the depressed classes for appoint- 

ment as raunsifs; 

(ii) the number of them appointed ; and 

(ill) what are the reasons for the non-appointment of the other 
candidates? 

MBMBER in oharga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HofUila 

Mr. W. D. R. ProntlOi): (t) No specific information as to the total num- 
ber of candidates who belonged to the depressed class is aTailable, but in 
eight cases special claims of belonging to depressed classes were put 
forward and considered by the High Court in making the selection. 

(ii) and (Hi) Of the eight special cases mentioned above, one was 
recommended by the High Court which was accepted by Qovemment. 
The qualification of other candidates who put forward claims of belongs 
ing to the depressed classes did not appear to the court sufficiently good 
to justify a selection. 
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Rtm OtuMimry, imfMotkm toy tN mm lngfntir. 

•n. Rai iaiiiiliif KEtHAB OHANORA BANBRJIt (a) WiU tha 

Hoa’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) how many times and on what dates the Chief Engineer, Irriga* 
tion Department, Bengal, has inspected the river Dhal- 
leswary, officially or unofficially, since January, 1920; 

(it) whether the said officer was accompanied by anybody other 
than his own departmental officers during the inspection or 
inspections, and if so, by whom ; and 

(m) whether the Chief Engineer travelled by launch on those 
occasions ? 

(b) If the answer to {a) (m) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er l)e pleased to state how the inspection was carried out? 

MEMBER in ctiarge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tlM Honmio 
Alliad] Sir Abdoikerim Ghumavi): (o) The statement is laid on the 
table. 

(h) Does not arise. 


SUitement referred to in the reply to claute (a) of itarred gtieition No, 29, 


Date of 
inapectioti. 

From — 


ViMwa'l UMnl. 

Ramarkt. 

24th September', 
1920. 

Porabart 

Klaiihui 

*' AlbatiYNiH," 
Govonifu«nt 

laufK'b 

AtHHmifMifikfd 
Hon'blo Manibar. 

25th Sopiember, 
1020. 

Klaahtn 

Uplxjr mouth 
CM Buriganga. 

Htoafrue*r Co ’* 

Rtoamer “ King- 
»aher. ' 

Mr. Koartui, Pilot 
8u|iariiit(iii(J<mt, 
aooomfiaiiyifig. 

12th KTanuarv, 
1030. 

Habliar 

Lowirr mouth 
of Buriganga. 

“Olia,'* Oovoni- 
mant laurteli. 

With ilia IrHgathm 
Coimniitao. 


Hanahkili and Krialifiagaiij thonas of Nadia dialriot 

m Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASUf (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whetlier 
there is any proposal lor the tnmsfcir of the Hanshkali and Krtshtmgan j 
thanas from the jurisdiction of the Sadar subdivision the Nadia 
district to that of some other subdivision? 
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(b) If the aoewer to (a) ie jn the affinnsttre, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleaaed to etate whether local public opinioD will be 
aecertained before final orders are passed on ^e proposal? 

MEMBER in etarge ef POLICE DEPARTMENT (Dm HonWt 

Mr. W. 0. R. Prmtioe): (a) Government are not aware of any such 
propoaal. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Fall ill pravkiaial nvanui. 

Mf* Sn Me BOtiS Will the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Finance Department be pleased to state the heads of provincial 
revenue affected and the extent of the fall for nine months of the year 
ending December, 1930, or for six months ending September, 1930, if 
the figures for nine months are not available, as compared with the 
estimates in the budget? 

MIMSER In oharga af FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tha Haa’Ma 
Mrt At Marr)l If the member will wait till the 23rd inslant, I shall 
furnish the information for which he asks when presenting the budget 
to the Council, 

Mailivi EYED MAdIO BAKENs Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he does not know the answer already? 

(No reply). 


i nanai a ar E-wt" in tlia biidgatad axpanEitiirab 

*Ett l|f« E» Mt BOEEs Will the Hou’ble Member in charge ol the 
Finance Departhient be |deaeed to state the heads of provincial expen- 
diture affected and the extent of the increase or decrease for nine 
months ol the year ending December, 1930, or for six months ending 
September, 1930, if the figures for nine months are not availahte, 
as compared with the estimates in the budget? 

Tha tlan^li Mr* A. MARRS If the member will wait till tbe 2drd 
instant, 1 shall. furnish the information for which be asks when present- 
ing the budget s the Oontictl« 

MmiM eyed MMID BAKENi Will the Manilla Mwbar ba 
plaaiid to Mata, if ha has tha intonintianp what la Ida ahjaetian to 
fMng it? 
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•m MmM tYED MMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURil Vill Uie 

HoB*ble Hember iu charge of the Judicial DepaHmeDt be pleoaed to 
atate— 

(t) the number of tnunfnfe ^Hindu and Muhammailan separately) 
recruited this year; and 

tiV) the principle on which the recruitment has beeu niade!^ 

Tht Mr. W. 0. II. PniNTICII (i) Xone as yet. 

(tf) Does not arise. 


Pfto m daUiiiid in Uit inxa Fnrt 

*$4. Mauivi tYCO dALALUDDIN HASHfMYt (a) Will th« 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleeacd to 
state the total number of persons detained at present without trial ia 
Bengal under the Bengal Ordinances? 

(6) How many of them are at preNent detained in the Buxa Fort ? 

(r) How many are detained in the different jails of Bengal, showing 
their numbern He|NiruteIy in each jail? 

(fi) What iH the reason whk'h led the (lovemment to detain many 
of them in a {dace like Buxh Fort ? 

<e) Is it a fact that the place where Buia Fori is sitnated ia an 
unhealthy one? 

(/) Is it a fact that owing to the unhealthy condition of the place 
it is no longer used by the army ? 

{g) Is it a fact that temiM*niturc of the place is very cold? 

(h) Is it a fact that the prisoners detained there are not supplied 
with adequate warm clothings ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the diet suiiplied to them is far from 
aatiafaciory ? ' 

ii) Are the Oovemment considering the desirability of transferring 
them to a healthier place in the near future? 

MIMBtll M Mivet if miTIOAL DBFAilTMiliT (ttm HmFm 
Mr. W. IA II. ffilltiO^S (a) 414. 

(b) 141. 

(e) 200. G owmt t are not p r e p ni nd to gm dotnili. 
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(d) To relieve congestion in jails ^ to ensure tlie segregation 
of detenus, while allowing them more freedom of movement and 
opportunities to play games and take exercise. 

(e) No. 

(/) No. It is exceptionally healthy. 

(ff) It is cold in the winter season. 

(h) No. In addition to the initial and monthly allowances sanc- 
tioned for them they have been given a special allowance of Rs. 25 
and allowed advances from their monthly allowances to obtain worm 
clothing. 

(t) No. They are allowed Rs. 2 per diem for diet and the supply 
is generally satisfactory, although there have been complaints regard- 
ing the quality of si)ecific articles which are receiving attention. 

(;) No healthier ])laee could be found and the general health of 
the camp is excelleui. The answer is in the negative. 

Mauivi 8YED <IALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to 
answer (r), will the ITon'ble Member be pleased to state whether these 
prisoners are in jails somewhere outside Bengal? 

Tlia Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: They are all in Bengal. 

Maulwi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member Im* pleased to slate whether they are detained in jail, or some 
other place in Bengal? 

Tha Hoil'bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: They are all in detention; 
aome in Biixa and some in distrii*! jails. 

MauUl SVSD JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state how many of them are resident in the 
district jail of Khulna? 

TIM Hon*blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not sure; I will 
inquire. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY; Will the Hon’ble Member 
l>e pleased testate if be Has i-eceived any representation from any 
}>erson detained in Buxa? 

Tut HMPMt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Several. I spent two days 
Mi Buxa r^nily and visited all the detenus there. 
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Mr. •MAMTI MiKHAIItiWAfl RAYS Will tlie Mem- 

b»r be pleased to state what iM'tion has been taken by him on tie 
fwpneaeiitation? 


Tilt Hon’bft Mr* W« 0* R* RRCNTICE: Eaoh t^ase was (leak with 
on ite merits. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR RAtU: With I’e^ard to answer (/) 
tbat Buxa is an exceptional ly healthy platM*. will the ilim'hle Member 
be pleased to state whether there is any proposal liefure Government to 
xuake that a centre for a lonvalescent de|K»t for sick civilians? 


EvoiiU a ChoniMliA In ConUI. 

Mr. EYAMAPROSAO MOOKSRilSEl (a) Is the Hon’ble 
llemlKM' in charfrc of the Police lh*purtinent iiwart* — 

(i) that several cases t»t assaults and some deaths t(M)k |*liice at 
the villufre of rhorepaliu, (kiI ice-station Egra, subdivision 
('(Jiitai, in the district of Midua|Miie, on «Sth Septeiiila*r, 
op{M>site the house of liahu Kshirode ('bundra riatta. 
President of the panchayat ; 

(if) that as a n*suit of the villairers Inun^ asMiulted and pursued 
by the police, seveitil of them fell into the lank opja^site 
the said house; 

(jii) that as the villagers were struggling to get out of the water 
and appnui'hing the batik, they were hit wneie WoWs on 
the head by the jsdiceinen ; and 

(tv) that as a result of such attacks five }>erjn)ns were drowned to 
death ? 

(h) Haa the attention of the Hon'ble Member been drawn to a 
Mport of a coinmittee of inquiry^ dealing with the above incident, 
ponaiaiiag o£-^ 

Mr. J. N. Bami, m.l.c., 

Mr. B. 5. Sasmal, and 

Mr. Priyaranjan Sen? 

(e) Wluit aetion, tf any, baa bean taken by tbe Governmaiit in 
eonneetton arilli the above inddeiii? 


6 



QUESTIONS. 


S2 


[lOm Fsb., 


The Hon’Iile Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) The following is the 

account of the events at Chore])aHa on 8th September, 1930, given by 
the local President Panchayat in his inquest report, dated 9th Septem- 
ber, 1930:— 


'‘Yesterday police were present at my house for the collection of 
chaukidar tax. About 11 a.m. 700 to 800 people combining together 
came in front of the police towards my house. As the crowd went too 
near the iK)li(e, they told them to go away. As the crowd did not 
go away, the police dispersed the crowd. Many persons jumped into 
a pond by the side of the road at the time of the breaking of the 
crowd. l*oIice took out many |>er8ons from w’ater. As five dead bodies 
were floating to-day Mohendj*a Nath (ihor of village Binchaulda told 
me, one dead body was the body of KaHik Kamila, son of Braja Kamila, 
of village Jagulia. His father brought him out of water, and having 
given imptession and signature in my dian* took away the dead lK)dy 
for cremation purpose. One dead l)ody is the body of Baikuntha Jana, 
son of Blnirat Jana, of village Kaiiakpur. His two servants took that 
dead body out of water, .^fter giving (thumb) impi-ession in my 
diary they took the dead IwKly away for cremation. Thi*ee dead l>odie8 
were taken out of water by Kailash (rhoioi and Jay (lljond for 
cremation. During the in(|uiry on these dead bodies, the semior Daroga 
Babu of Kgra thana, Tnsper tor Babu, Cinde (Mfic er and some villagers 
were present. There was no mark of injury on tinvse five dead bodies. 
Many jx^rsons fell in the tank during tht‘ breaking up of the crowd. 
Possibly on account of the pressure of mruiy people they could not get 
up from the water and were drowned dead without the notire of the 
people. Thev reieived no hurt from any iierson. There was no 
suspicion about their unnatural death. Kveiy one l)elieve<l that they 
dierl by drowning. Ah I did not suspect about their death, so order 
was given for their cremation. Foi the authenticity of my reiK>rt the 
signatures of some of the villagers, of Inspector, of Circle Officer, have 
been given,” 

The medical rejiort given on 9th September, 1930, by a local 
doctor i.s as follows: — 

”1 have seen three dead bodies, but there is no mark of injury. 

The symptoms of drowning were found on the dead bo<lies. The 
relatives of the deceased and the local people did not suspect any fonl 
play in their death.” 

(b) Yes. 

(r) In view of the inquest and medical report which were 
eorrolxirntiKl by a report, dated 15th September, 1990, from a Deputy 
Magistrate who was sent to the spot by the Subdivisional Officer, 
Contai, to hold an inquiry, no further action was necessary. 
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Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKtlUEEl Will \h^ Hon U# Mtmber 

be pleased to state whether Uoverninent has seen the report of the eom- 
iziittee presided over by Mr. J. N. Basu? 


Tht Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES Yes. 

Mr. EYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Are the Government aware 
that there ai-e serious disorepancies between the rejM>rt of that com- 
mittee and the Government reiwuf? 


The Hoti’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: T Mieve there 

Mr. EYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Do the Government think it * 

its duty to inquire iut<» the matter by an independent eommittee? 

* Tho Hon*bl« Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. The rrenideut 
Paneliayet*H report }rH\e full detail^ (*t a hat hap|>ened. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BAEU: Did the TVdiee take any steps 
to have the iKulien examined in the usual wayj^ 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Tliis was md neeessui'y. 

Babtf JATINDRA NATH BABUs Ts it not invariably the praetiee 
to ljuve a post mortem inedieal examination of all dead bodies^ 

Th« Hon’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not a^are that this 

is HO. 


Bibtt SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state w'hether the attention of the local officers 
was drawn to the report of the non-official committee, and whether they 
were asked to explain the discrepancies? 

Tilt HtnlMt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The non-official inquiry 
was held a considerable time after the (occurrence; in due course an 
extract from the report was received by Government and sent to the 
local officers for their opinion. 

MbiBvI eyed MAJID BAKEHl Was the officer who medically 
examined the deed bodice^ a duly qualified medical officer? 
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m HMiHlt Mr. W. D. R. RRliineSs Yes. 

Mr. NAREHDRA KUMAR RAiU: Having regard to the allega- 
tions made, does the Government consider it necessary to make a further 
inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mr. MAREttORA KUMAR RA8U: Is the Hoti1)le Member aware 
that in numerous cases it has been found that the reports made by the 
President Panchayets are false? 

Tha Hoffi’bM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Is it a fact that the report 
of the committee piesided over by Mr. J. N. Basil has been prosc^ribed 
by Government P 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice of 
this. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’lde Mem1)er he 
pleased to state who viewed the dead bodies? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The local medical officer. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Are the Government 
satisfied that the Police are in no way to l)lame for this calamity? 

Tha Hofl*blf Mr. W. a R. PRENTICE: 1 would refer the member 
to my answer. 


Total cost of erocting and furnishing Council House. 

*38. Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in chatge of the Public Works Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showings 

(t) the total cost of erecting and furnishing the new house for the 
Bengal I/egislative Council; 

(ft) the total amount of money spent in this coujioction on — 

(a) goods made in India: 

(tf) goods made in Great Britain; 

(c) goods made in other foreign /loun tries; 

(iti) the principal items of goods made in India utilised in this 
oQnBeetion and the amount spent on each;? 
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MINirrER iH «lMrt» of PUILIC WORKS MRARTMINT (ttM 
lloii>Mo Ktan tiMm K. G. M. Farot|iri)t (i) TKe fnir th^ 

are oot elocied, but it in expected that the total irork char|ri*a 
indudiniar furniture, rtolinff plant ami fittingpR aill be aKmt 
R». 27,80,000. 

(lO and (in) The informatics is not available as the work ha* Wn 
carried out by contract. All materials have lieen puichaaed by the 
contractor* and not deparfmentally. 


Balm 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Was any 

infttruction issued to the contractors to use Indian materials as far as 
practicable.** 

TM Hon’bl# KIuhi BalMMlyr K. Q« M« FAROQUIt That is not the 

practice. 


Bibu SATIBH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY S Was it not the 

duty of (Government to encounijfe the use of Indian materialH and Indian 
labour!^ 


Thf Hofilili Khan Bahadur K. C* M. FAROQUIi Xo particulai* 
instructions were ffiven to the contractors. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAKiHS What ]>eiTeiita^e of Muhammadans 
were eraph»yed by the contractors? 

Tha Honlila Khan Bahadur 1C C. M. FAROQUIt I must ask for 
notice. 


Exaiaa Lloanaing Baardi* 

*87. Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROYS Will the Ilon ble Minister 
in charfre of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Deportment be 
pleased to state — 

(i) for what object the Excise Licenring Boards were established 
at C^alcutta, Howrah and in the 24'Parganas; 

(fi) whether the said ol>je<*t has Imen attained; and 
{ni) if so, to what extent? 

MINISTER In aharp of ACRICULTURE and INDUBTRIBt 
(EXCISE) DEFARTMENT (tha Hoii*bfa Mr. Bi)oy Fmad Bingh 

*•»)« (i) The Licensing Boards in Calcutta, Howrah and tbe 24- 
Parganas were formed to determine the number and location of license^! 
sbope within their respective areas. 
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(it) and ^tu) The object of establishing the Licensing Boards has 
been attained as will appear from the extracts from the Excise Admin- 
istration Re])orts for the years 1926-27, 1927-28, 1928-29 and 1929-30 
published in the CalciUta Gazette which are placed on the library 
table. 

Babu SATYEMORA NATH ROY; Besides determining the number 
and location of licensed shops, was it not also the object of the Boards 
to ascertain the consumption of liquor and excisable drugs? 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any reduction was effected by the 
Licensing Boards in the number of excise shops during the past year? 


Tha H0fl*bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice of 
this. 


Monikhali Drainaga Canal. 

^38. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: u?) Has the attention of 
the Ilon’ble MciuImm* in charge (d the Irrigation T)e]>artment Wen drawn 
to the fact that the drainage canal known Monikhali khal situated in 
villages Jinjirpore. Bhatsala, in the 24-Pargnnas district, and connected 
with the river Hooghly is silting up and not draining out the water of 
the adjoining villages? 

(h) Are tb# Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to improve the canal? 

Th* Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: (a) Yes. 

(h) No. 

Bibu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Are the Government considering 
any project foi improving the canal in the near future? 

TN Hsnnilt AHimIJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: The matter 
was carefully considered and on the report of the local officers the 
matter was dropped. 
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Daoea riots. 

•30. Srijift TAa BAHADUR SINGH: (a) Will the Hon’hle Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether the 
Inspector-General or the Deputy Insjiector-Generai of Police was pre- 
sent in Dacca while riots lietween Moslems and Hindus were goings on 
there in the spring of last year^ 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the alEmiative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state — 

({) the date or dates of their presence in Dacca; and 

(ii) the steps oilopted by them for quelling the riots? 

The HoiPble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: m) Poth the Inspector- 
General and the Deputy Iti.si>e<-for-General were present in Dacca at 
intervals. 

(h) i») The Insj)ector-General was present from ‘^tith to 29th May and 
the Deputy Ins|)ector-Oeneral from 22nd to 3lst May. 

(it) The meml)er is referred to the llejMU't of tlie Diicca Distiirl>ttnces 
Inquiry Committee, a copy of which is in tl»e Library. 


duritdiotiofi of Nizirpur poMoo-oUtion in Balcirgnnj. 

•40. Srijut TAJ BAHADUR SINGH: o/) Will the llon’ble Mem- 
l)er in charge of the INdlee DeiniHinent b' jdeaised to state the special 
reasons, administnitive or f>ther\vise, why a reiiain tract territoiy 
fnnu Nazirpur police-station in Hakarganj was traiisfeiTed in January, 
1929. to Khulna? 

{b) Will the Hon’ble Meinlw^r 1 h‘ pleased in state whether there is 
any other tract whicli lias Wn or is l)eing proimsed to la* dealt with in 
that way in BengJil shortly? 

Th4 Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) The si^ecial reaeons in 
this case were — 

(1) the silting up of the river Madhuinati causing this area to 

become intimately ronnecte<l with the Mollahat, Bagerhat 
and Kachua jKdice-stations of Khulna district; 

(2) the fact that a large navigable river, the Saildaha, which is 

difficult to cross in the rains, cuts off this area from Nasir- 
pur and forms a natural boundary between the district# of 
Khulna and Bakarganj ; and 

(3) it is more convenient, and less expensive, for the people of 

this area to go to Mollahat and the subdi visional headquarters 
at Bagerhat than to go to Narirpur or the subdivirional 
headquarters gt Pirojpur. 
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(h) A list of notifications transferring areas in one district to another 
district which have recently been published in the Calcutta Gazette 
is laid on the table. 

One proposal for similar transfer is at present under consideration. 


jAit referred to in the answer to clause (b) of starred question No, 40. 

d) Notification No. 399 PI., dated the 2l8t January', 1929, trans- 
feriing certain villages from Sirajganj police-station in Pabna to 
Gopalpur police-station in Mymensingh. 

(2) Notificntirni No, 490 PI., dated the 21st January, 1929, trans- 
feiring the villages (3ihalal and Sindur Ata from Karisabari police- 
staticui in Mymcn.singh to Kazipur police-station in Pabna. 

(3) Notification No. 040 PI., dated the 2nd February, 1929, trans- 
ferring the village Majlispur from Goalundo Ghat p(»lice-statioB in 
Faridpur to Hnriranii>ur |xd ice-station in Dacca. 

(4) Notification No. 910 PL, dated the 18th February, 1929, trans- 
feiTing certain villages from Bern police-station in Pabna to Sibalay 
police-station in Dacca. 

(6) Notification No. 1516 PL, dated the 21st March, 1929, trans- 
ferring certain villages from Gosairhat police-station in Faridpur to 
Cband[>ur police-station in Tip|)era. 

(6) Notification No. 3782 PL, dated the 10th September, 1929, 
tragsferring certain villages from Sarishabari |K)lice-station in Hymen-* 
fiingh to Knjsipur policcvstntion in Pabna. 

(7) Notifl<'ation No. 4746 PL, dated the 13th November, 1929, 
transferring certain villages from Kusbtia ]Kdice-station in Nadia to 
Pabna and Sara police-stations in Pabna. 

(g) NotlifiMaop No. 4747 PL, dated the 13th November, 1929, 
transferring certain villages from Kumarkhali police-station in Nadia 
to Pabna jxd ice-station in Pabna. 

(9) Notification No. 5311 P!., dated the 19th December, 1929, frans- 
feniug certain villages from Daulatpur police-station in Nadia to 
liulpur and Charghat police-stations in Hajshahi. 

(10) Notification No. 447 PL, dated the 28th January, 1930, trans- 
ferring certain villages from Mangalkote police-station in Burdwan to 
Nanoor police-station in Birbhum. 

(11) Notification No, 2293 PL. dated thebtli July, 1980, transferring 
eariMn villages from Bajabari police-statioii in Baeea to Chandpwr 
police-station in Tippera. 
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(12) Notification No. 96 PI., dated the 7th January, 19S1, transfer-- 
rii^ certain viHages from Ilajal)ari poliee-staiion in Dacca to Bhedar-' 
ganj police-station in Foridpnr. 

(J3) Notification No. 90 PI., dated the 7th January', 1931, trans^ 
ferring certain villages from Rajubari police-station in Dacca to Chand*' 
pur police-station in Tippera. 

The following proposal ivS under consideration of Government : — 

Retransfer of the Ga7.aria group of villages from Daudkandi police- 
station in Tippera to Munshiganj fmlice-station in Dacca. 


SuttlMiMfits Of khmiNihtI lamU in Bakirganl* 

Ml. Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL: Will the non*hle Member in 
charge of the Revenue De|)ortment he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement ahowing for the last ten years — 

lO what quantity of lands hat Wen settled out to the-^ 

^1) Hindus, and 
Muhaiiimadant, 

respectively in the khasmahnl and colonisation an*tt 
of the Bakarganj dittrict ; 

ill] the nuiuWr of upplications for lauds iweived from the — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muhammadans, 

resj>ectively during the period; 

(hi) the numWr of applications rejected of the — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muhammadans; and 

(f r) what principles were followed by the Government in distributing 
lands within the above area? 

MIMBBR in Miargo of REVBNUE DEPARTMENT (DM Honlito 
Bir ProwMfi OfimHlir Mittor): (i), (it) and iiii) No record bus been kept. 

(w) Preference is given to genuine cultivators whose lands, whether 
in khasmahal or private samindaris, have diluriated. Provided they 
are willing to settle on the land and can provide cattle and plough^ 
the pcxireat claimants are considered irat. 
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Elaoliwi of mambart ta tlia Tippari diatrict board. 

M2. Mauivi 8YED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUOHURI: (a) 

^ill the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the Brahmanbaria local board members elected six members to the 
lippera district board and the election was set aside twice for certain 
lejful flaw ? ' 

(b) Is it a fact that the Brahmanbaria local board was allowed 
twice to re-ele(;t their members to the district board? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Chandpur local board election was set aside 
once on the same ground? 

(d) If the reply to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any chance for re-election was 
allowed to the Chandpur local board? 

(e) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
representation was submitted to him praying that the Chandpur local 
bt)ard might be allowed to re-elect their members to the Tippera dis- 
trict board? 

(/) If so, what action, if any, was taken on the representation? 

(^) Is it a fact that the election of Mauivi I^ariduddin Ahmed from 
the Brahmanbaria local board and Mauivi Syed Abdur Rashid from the 
Chandpur ](H‘al Imard to the Tip{)era distric^t board was cx>nsidered 
illegal by the local authorities according to section 59 of the T^ocal 
Self-Government election rules? 

(h) Is it a fact that some objections were also made to the Divisional 
Coinmissioner, Chittagong, as to the illegality of election of those two 
gentlemen to the Tipf)era district board? 

(i) if the answer to (h) is in the affinnative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister Ik* pleaaad to state why the election was not set aside? 

MINISTER in oliargB of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hon’blo Mr. DiJoy Prastd Singh Roy): ‘(a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Ye§. 

(d[) No; but the Commissioner was asked to follow the results 
of the election in his nomination. 

(s) A representation was submitted that this election should be set 
aside and held again. 

(/) See answers to (c) and (if)* 
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(^) Yes, aa regards Maulvi Fariduddin. Govemmeiit have no 
information about Maulvi Sjed Abdur Rashid. 

(A) See reply to (^). 

(t) Does not arise. 


Government peymente to newipapere. 

•43. Maulvi 3YE0 dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; (<,) WiU the 
Uon’ble Member m <harge of the Political De,wrtment l>e pleased to 
state whether any subsidy, directly or indii-ectly, either in cash or 
subscribing a larger miml>er of imixu-s, is iweived by any English 
iaily or vernacular weekly newHj>a|)ers of Calcutta or mufassalF 

(6) If so, what are their names? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a Muslim vernacular weekly 
[iewspe])er of Ojilcutta is sent through post in large numbers to many 
persons in different districts of Bengal, free of cost? 

(d) Is it a fact that the pai>er is sent at Oovernment expense to 
nake pni[)aganda against the Congress movement? 

<e) Is it a fact that large number of leaflets and handbills of 
bffereiit shai>es and colours without the names of publishers and 
:)iinter8 are published by the Govemment and distributed in the dis- 
TJcts of Khulna, Jessore and Fnridimr by the dafadnrs and chaukidars 
ilong with the livUetm published by the Ooverimient of Bengal? 

if) What is the total monthly expenditure of publishing and cir- 
ulating free of cost, those handbills and the Ne\rx Bnlhtw? 

ig) Is the expenditure Ixirne by the Govemment of Bengal or the 
Government of India? 

The Hoii’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE l (a) No direct subsidy is 
jaid to any newspa|)er either in cash or in subscription for a large 
lumber of copies. Irom time to time Govemment pay journalists for 
ki tides which appear in various newspapers. 

(ft) Govemment are not prepared to give this information. 

(c) and (d) Government have no information on this subject. 

(e) A number of such leaflets have been sent out, but Govemment 
tave no information as to how they are distributed. 
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(/) About R«. 3,500. 

( 9 ) By the Government of Bengal. 

% 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon ble Member 

1)6 pleased to state, with reference to answer (a), the name of the officer 
who decides how jnuch to pay to a particular journalist? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Press Officer. 
Mr. Tufnell-Burrett. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA; Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state the principle on which journalists are paid for 
articles which appear in various newspapers? 


Th« Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Suitability. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: With reference to the 
answer to question (</), am I to understand that Government are not in 
a position to deny that papers are sent out at Government expense? 

Tht Hon’bln Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Government have no 
infonnation and are unable either to deny or admit. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8fiN GUPTA: Is the Government un* 
aware of what expenditure is incurred on a particular matter? 

Tht Hoil1!)lf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is impossible for Govern- 
ment to know all the details. I am not aware of anything about it. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon ble Member 
1)6 pleaseil to state what expert knowledge Mr. Tufnell-Barrett has got 
in dei'iding these matters? 

Tht HtflHHt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Knowledge gained by 
experience. 

Ribu JITiNDRALAL BANNERJEE: How many months* 
experience? 


Tht HtiPMt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICEl I want notice of this. 
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•iMilwi 8YE0 MLALUODIN HA8MEMY: Will the Hon blv 

Member be pleased to state wliether ai'ticle> u|>[>ear iu the iiews|>B|M*is 
undec spei'ial instrurtioiis of tloveruineiit? . 

The HonHila Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: So far an I am aware nut 
ordinary articles. 

Mr. NAHENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With tt^fereme to answer {a). 
will the Honlde Member be pleased to state whether payments are made 
to various journalists for article.H that ordinarily up|>eur in the news* 
papei*8 or articles which ap{>ear after receiving: the approval of (lovern- 
ment? 

The Mr. W. D. R. RRENTICE: The latter. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the llon hle 
Member be pWsed to state whether any amount is paid to any journalist 
tVr an article on h\>riene or any other similar matter!*' 

The Hoo’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: That lun only lie answint'd 
by the Public Health Department. 


DeUnu Bahu Kalachand Banarjaa. 

^44. MaiHvi ABDU8 8AMAD: (a) Will the Hoti’hle Member in 
charge of the Political Department he pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that detenu Babu Kaliu band Banerjee (now in Herhampore 
Jail) wlio was arrested at Asansol on the 17th Novemher last and 
detained at the local suh-jail till the 'bd DeccmlaM' last, was treated 
as an ordinary prisoner in respect of his fiHidiny^, clothing and other 
matters during his dete/ition in the nnid suh-jail? 

(b) iait a fac t that he sent a representation to the lnspe<*tor-Oeneral 
of Prisons complaining against such treatment, hut to no effect? 

(c) Is it a fact that while in the Asansol suh-jail the detenu was 
attacked with fever but was not supplied with milk during his illness? 

(d) Is it a fact that on the 4th DecemWr last, while still very weaic 
on accQuiit of his iliness, he was sent to the Berhampoie Jail in a 
3rd class compartment and given only 12 annas for fooding expenses 
for a journey covering about 20 hours? 

(e) Is it a fact that no conveyance being provided the iletenu had 
to walk a distance of about 2 miles from the suh-jai! to the Asansol 
mtlwRy atatioti to catch the train, thout^ he was not in a fit state of 
health to walk lie distance witioirt imiiairingr iie kaaki? 
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TIm Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) Tes. 

(h) He made a repre^tentation to the Inspector-General of Prisons, 
Bengal, which was received^ simultaneously with the issue of orders 
correcting his treatment and transferring him to the District Jail. 

(r) No. 

(d) and (e) He was not weak or ill and was certified fit for transfer 
by the medical officer. He was transferred as described in the ques- 
tions. He was fit to walk. 

Matlivi ABDU8 SAM AD: AVith reference to answer (n), will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state who was responsible for the treat- 
ment of ihe detenu as an ordinarj^ prisoner in respect of his food, cloth- 
ing and other matters? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: A hojui fide mistake was 
made. 

BabU aiTENDRALAL BANNERJEES Sir, are we not entitled to 
get the information from the Hon’ble Member in charge of Jails? 

TM Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; The matter is within my 
province. He was a detenu, not a prisoner. 

BabU dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Am 1 to undei^tand that 
political prisoners, as a class, are under the charge of the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department, and not under the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of Jails? 


Appuintmiiit of sub-inopootors of police from tbe Nimoeiidra 
oommunity. 

*48. Rii BoMb AKBHOY KUMAR BEN: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
(able a statement showing for the years 1927, 192B and 1929— 

(i) how many assistant sub-inspectors of police were appointed from 
the residents within the Dacca Division; 

(li) how many Of them belong to the Namasudra community; and 
(lit) how many sub-inspectors of police wein appointed from ike 
members of that community during tbe year 1930f 
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Til* Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R, PRENTICE: (i) and («) The infoiiuA- 
(ion IS not available and cannot be obtained withont detailed 
inquiries which Government regret they are not piepareil to order 
to be undertaken. 


(Hi) One. 


Rai Bahaihir KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Ilm. hie 

Member be pleased to state the total numlier of suh-iiispectora uppoiMed!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 want notice of this. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon hie 

Member lie pleased to state the number of appointments made from 
different communities? 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 nuisl ank of tlii". 


Earnings of the pieoe-workors In the Bengal Covernment Preei. 

*46e Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN# (n) Is tho llon’hle Member 
in c‘har^e of tlie Fiiiame Department awan* that the Fiere Imjuiiy 
Goinrnittee of 1920 l•e<•omuleIl(le<l and the Government accepted the 
principle that the earninj^s of the piece-workers in the lientral 
Government P^e^s should be kept constant? 

(//) Is tlie Hon’ble Member aware that the earninj^s of the piece 
employees of sections E, II and F have decreuswl within the last three 
years ? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon ’hie Member l>e pleased to state the reasons why the accepted 
principle is not obsened ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Memlar be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the earnings of each fd the piece employees of swtions 
E, H and F of the Bengal Government Press for the last three 3 ears, 
year by year? 

The Hofpme Mr. A. MARRs (a) Government accepted (he 
principle of stabilising the earnings of piece-workers as far as 
possible.^ 

(h) Not on the whole. The average earning in the statement 
mentioned below shows a slight decrease in in section E. 

This was due to shortage of work. The average in section P in 
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1930-31 w considerably above the averages in 1927-28 and 1^849 but 
below that in 1929^30. This is because the year 1929-30 included 
ivery high months due to extra w^ork on the electoral rolls. 

ic) Does not arise. 

(d) A statement showing the monthly average earnings for the 
last four years is laid on the table. The preparation of the statement 
asked for in the question would entail an amount of labour which 
^Oovemment are not prepared to undertake. 


UfisUrrad Quaitions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Moslem excise vendors in Dacca. 

^4. Maulvi ABDUL GHANI CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
’Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) DepaH- 
-jiiput be pleased to state — 

(t) how many excise vendors are there at present in the district of 
Dacca ; 

(ii) how many of them are Moslems; 

(Hi) how many licences have been granted during the last 5 years; 
and 

(ir) how many of them have been given to the Moslems? 

The Hen’ble Mr, BIMY RRABAD SINGH ROY: (i) 150. 

(.V) 19. 

(nV) and (ir) The statement Mow furnishes the information asked 
rior; — 


Yenr. 



Total 
attinber of 
liotneet. 

Numbor 
given to 
MoateoMi. 

isse.t7 

.. 

.. 

193 

30 

19t7-S8 

.. 


193 

19 

lOSSSS 

.. 

.. 

193 

11 

ists-so 

• « 


m 

10 

1SS041 

.* 

.. 


19 



Qvwnom, 



11. Maiilfi AlOUL CHAMi CHOWONURYl (a) Will 
Hon’ble Minister in rbarfre of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whether a letter was issued b>’ the Ketwtary to tiie Oovenuueut of 
Bengal, Education Department, to the Directiw of Public Instruction, 
Bengal, approving the inetlical examinaticm and su})ervision of pupils 
in Government high schools and senior madrasahs outside Calcuttta 
and in hostels attachni thereto? 

(h) If so, a’ill the Hon ’hie Minister l)e pleased to state whether 
medical instructors have Wn apjwinted? 

(c) If not, is it in the contemplation of Government to appoint 
such instructors in the near future? 

MINISTER in oliarga of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Mr. Khwa|a Naiimiiddin)s (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) Medical officers contemplated in the scheme cannot be 
ap])ointe<l until funds liecome available for giving effetd to it. 


Muhammadan holidayt ohaarvod in Civil OourU. 

IS. MiUlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANS With reference to the answer 

given to the supideinenfary question put by Maulvi Abul Eaeem in 
connection with unstarred question No. 98 at the meeting of the Bengal 
Legislative Council held on the 15th August, 1930, will the Hon ‘We 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether Muslim litigants have their cases bn the additiontd 
holidays therein referred to adjourned ipto facto; 

(it) whether Muslim Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors 
have such holidays; and 

<m) whether the Government are considering the adTisability of 
curtailing the appointment of Muslim ofi^cers with a view to 
prevent dislocation of business on such additional holidays 
by the absence of Muslim ofBcenf 

TIm tlonnitla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE l (0 No. 

(n) Government hayt no infonnatioii on ihis point. 

<m) No. 

7 
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IlMilvi ABUL KAiEMS Will the Hoiil>le Member be pleased to 
stat^ whether he is aware that Lord Sinha (then Sir S. P. Sinha) speak- 
ing on behalf of the then Government of Bengal assured the House that 
the special additional Muhammadan holidays would be treated as closed 
holidays so far as Muhammadans are concerned. 

The Hofl’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hon^le member will 
give me time, I shall look up the matter. 


Librtrlat. 

17. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the number, and 
(u) names, 

of the libraries in each district, registered under Act XXI of 18(KI 
since the statement made in this Council on the subject in reply to 
unstarred question No. 181 on the 26th August, 1930P 

Hit Hofpblt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (t) Two. 

(»i) 1. The Serampore Club, district Hooghly; 2. Mudially 
Library and Free Reading Room, Umesh Neogy Road, Mudially, 
Garden Reach P. 0., Calcutta. 


Oolts MMTiit Mliiiiiii in IN Titagarb and Bhatpara nwi nlci p allt ie g. 

IS. Baba BATYBNDRA NATH ROYt Will the Hon’Ue Miitisler 
in charge of the liocal Self-Oovemment Department he pleased to 
at ate— 

(i) the total costs of the sewerage schemes in the Titagarh and 
Bha^ra munieipalitiee separately; and 
(n) the amount!, contributed by Government respectively to iheea 
municipalities? 

Tba HaiPMa Mr, BUOY PRASAD tlNCH ROYl (t) and (n> 

A. alalaniaat it laid on tha table. 
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Rfi. 

TottI cost of the TiUgtirh Sewerage 

aoheme. 

Ooreromeot coutribution • 

Total cost of the Titagarh St^werage 

Exteoslon and Improvement scheme 

Qovernment contribution t *. 

Total cost of the Bhatf>ara Improve- 
ment scheme ; — 

Sewerage ... ... 13,10,000 

Water-supply ... ... 3,92,500 

Land ... ... 4,07.865 


Government contribution^ 


Rs. 

10.90.272 


3.56.000 

2.30.000 

76,768 


21.10,365 

7.00.000 


tulh)«il oltrlts. 

19 l Mr. $• M. BOtES (a) Is the Hon’lde Member in charge of the 
political (Jails) Department aware that the sub-jail clerks of this pro- 
vince submitted several memorials to Government praying for improve- 
ment of their pay and prosjiects? 

(6) Is it a fact that nothing has been done in the matterP 

(r) Is it a fact that the Iu»i>ertor-Oeneral of Prisons last year 

requested the Superintendents of Sub-Jails to submit reports about the 
matter P 

(d) Is it a fact that the Superintendents submitted their reports? 

(e) What action, if any, has the Government taken or proposes to 

take to ameliorate the prospects of these clerks? 

MEMBER ki Miarge Bf POLITICAL (MILB) DEPARTMENT 
IBM HmnM Bir Pmaili OimiMlir Mltlir)t (a) Yes. 

(^)» (f)$ (<0 (c) Their representations are being carefully 

eiiamiaed in consultation with the Inspector-Oeneml of Prisons who 
has consulted Superintendents. His report has recently been received 
and will receive the most sympathetic consideration of the Political 
(JaHs) Department. The steps which it is desirable and possible to 
take to ameliorate their prospects have not yet been decided. 


S paid in fan. 
fRcSSJMOsMwtfcinecL 
iKcarmpafid. Wotfcia pip g im s. 
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20. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) WUl the Hon’Ue 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the present Jailer of the Berhampore 
Special 3 ail was suspended some time ago for some serious misconduct P 
(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason for placing him in such a res- 
ponsible post? 

Thi Hon’blo Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and (b) Yes, 
he was suspended for certain irregularities in accounts but was reinstat- 
ed as a result of further inquiry on an appeal. His service being in all 
other respects unblemished he has been promoted in the ordinary course. 


Bibu Kanmamty Mitra, SuMivitiontl Oflloar, Ottkhira. 

21. Mmlvi SYED JALALUDDIH HAOHEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state the maximum period of time allowed to a District Officer or 
9 Subdivisional Officer to serve in a particular station? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state how long Babu 
Elarunamay Mitra, Subdivisional Officer, is serving at SatkhiraF 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of transferring 
him from Satkhira in the near future? 

(d) If so, when? ^ 

MEMBER in niMirgi of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tiio 
I^Onlllo Mr. W. D« R. Prontico): (ol There is no maximum period but 
ordinarily kueh officers are not kept in the same charge more than three 
years. 

(6) Since February, 1927. 

(c) and (d) He will be transferred when general oonditiomi make 
a transfer convenient. 

Mmilvi SYED dALALUDDIN HABHEMY: WiU the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to eiate the reason of not transferring Babu Earunamay 
Mitm. 

Tllt.HMPMiJlff Wf D. R. PRENTIOE: There had been a numbm- 
o! other changes in the staff at Ehulna and the District Magistrate 
aekpd that Babu Earunamay Mitra sbonld be left until matters had 
aettled down. 



QlTESTlOirS. m 

llailiwi tYED JALALUDOIN HAtHEMYi I» the Hon’ble Member 
avtre that be act« as a partiMo in all the elertiona in the gubdiriaiona. 

TM HonW* Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTIOEt I am not awara of it 


OtnarYitiwi of mloa by imdirtrial priaoiiort in Jiilt 

22. Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERaEEs Will the Hou ble Mem- 

her in rharjre of the Politiral (Jail?) Department he pleaaed to itate 
whether it is a fart that in the Dentil jails umlertrial |>risDnerii are 
ohli^red to f(»ll(tw the Jail Itules intended for cimviets in the matter of 
showing? res[»ert to the officials of the jail and ^>in^ thrcmpfh the tlifferent 
items of jail disci[)line at a time when they have not yet been found 
ffuilty hy any .competent court? 

TN Hon'bl. Sir PROVASH CHUtiDER MITTER : The member is 
invited to refer to the uii'^wer given to Council Question No. 70 (starred) 
asked hy Maulvi Ahdul Hakim in the last session. The treatment of 
undertrial prisoners is governed by chapter XXVI of the liules for 
superintendence and management of jails. 


Quaiiflcatlon of t oandiiliti for looal boord moniborriiiii# 

23. Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERdh (a) Has iha 

attention of the Hon 'hie Minister in charge of the Jjocal Self*(}ovem^ 
ment Department been drawn to the fact that by repeal of soetioir 
9 of the IxK-al Self-Oovei-nment Act by the Bengal Village Self*^ 
Government Act, 1919 (Bengal Act V of 1919), the ^aalK 
ficaiion of the candidates for local b<«ard membership has been calt« 
siderably changed.^ 

(6) Will the Hon 'ble (Minister he pleased to state whether it is in the 
contemplation of Government to widen the basis of qualification of 
candidates so that lesideiice in the snlxii vision may he sufficient to 
qualify a member to stand for the local board memlwrship? 

Thi HoiPMi Mr. BfdOY PRA8AD SIHCH ROYi (a) Under item 
4 in Schedule I of the Village Self-Government Act of 1919 read with 
Village Self-Government Act V of 1919 as candidate for election to a 
local board must be qualified to vote at aa election of members of a 
union board, and iberelore be a resident within a onion board, whereat 
under section 13 of the I^al Self-Government Act, III of 1SH6^ be 
must have a fixed fdace of abode within the subdivision. 

(b) Government recognise the anomaly and will tube the matter 
into mmeideniGett. 
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UsvrfMit L«hm Aet 

24. Mwivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the Hcm'Ue Member 
in cbarffe of tbe Judicial Department be pleaaed to state whether the 
Government is contemplating legislation with a view to amend the 
Usurious T.oans Act of 1918 regarding the rate of interest P 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

The discussion on motions under Rule 24A of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Rules, 1920, was then resumed. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Sen Gupta, you better move all your three 

amendment H and make one speech on them. 

# 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I move, by way of 
amendment, that in the motion standinj^ in the name of Mr. S. M. Bose 
all the words after the words “Central Government*' be omitted and 
the f()Ilowin>( substituted therefor, namely: — 

“While satisfied that the [Mdicy outlined by the Prime (Minister 
offers a satisfmdory basis for discussions on tbe details of the future 
constitution, this Council is convinced that no constitution however 
generously conceiveil can lead to any good unless, both at its iiu^eption 
and in its working, it is broad-ba.sed on the good-will of the people; 
and this Council is therefore of opinion that in order to secure the 
necessary good-will of the |>eople and ensure a calm and sympathetic 
consideration of the pro|M)sal by the people, all jMilitical prisoners 
should be forthwith released, all special laws and ordinances directed 
towards the suppression of any “form of political agitation should be 
withdrawn and all actions taken by the Government for suppression of 
any fonn of |MiUiicnl agitation immediately abandoned.’* 

I also move, by way of amendment, that for the second paragraph 
of Mr. P. N. Guha’s motion beginning with the words “This Council 
is further of opinion” and ending with the words “people of Bengal” 
be deleted and the following siibstitute<l therefor, namely: — 

“While satisfied that the policy outlined by the Prime Minister 
offers a satisfactoiy^ basis for discussions on the details of the future 
ooniltitution, tShis Couiudl is convinced that no constitution however 
generously conceived can lead to any good unless, both at its inception 
and in its working, it is broad-based on the good-will of the people; 
and this Council is therefore of opinion that in order to secure the 
neeeesaiy good-will of the people and ensure a calm and sympathetic 
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<«ftiifidenitioii o! tli« praposals by the people^ all political priiOAara 
du>itld be forUiwitb releaeed, all special lawe and ordinaiioei directed 
towards the suppression of any form of jHilitical agitation should be 
withdrawn and all actions taken by the Government for the suppression 
of any form of political agitation immediately abandoned/' 

I further move, by way of amendment, that in the motion of 
Mr* J. N. Gupta, line 7, after the word ^‘province” the folloa'ing words 
be inserted, namely : — 

*‘by releasing all political prisoners, repealing or suspending all 
repressive laws and by abandoning all prose<;utioiis and repressive 
action against political agitators and political movements.** 

Sir, I was telling the House yesterday that it was premature to go 
into ecstasies until we know the details of the scheme, but at the same 
time I wish this House to express their graiific'atiou that the principles 
laid down by the Prime Minister offer a satisfactory basis for 
discussion (»n the details of the constitution. 1 ho[>e, Sir, that the 
l^ousc will notice that in iny proi^sed amendment the appreciation of 
the principles laid down by the Premier so far as they go is not cdogged 
by any condition or limitation such ns Mr. Guhu has imagined. I 
ask you to accord the fullest riHOgnitioii to the generous character of 
the principles as a basis for future discussions on details. 

If I refer later on, in the amendment, to the question of amnesty 
or of the withdrawal of repressive laws and activities, I do so only 
because I fi»el that without such action it will not possible for our 
eountr>men to bring to the disr ussion of the details of the constitution 
the cool judgment and goo<l-will that is needed to tackle the problem 
satisfactorily. 

The amendment further commits this (’ouncil to no judgment on 
the past; it does not say whether the repressive laws and activities 
were justified or otherwise. I have niy private opinions on it as others 
no doubt have their own, but at the present moment, when I deem it 
the duty of every body to work for an honourable peace, if possible, 
1 do not want this House to pass its judgment on the policy pursued 
by the Government in the post year. All I want you to say is that in 
the interest of a peaceful settlement, and iu order to give a fair 
chance to the principles enunciated by the Prime Minister to be 
translated into facts it is essential that the irritations of the past 
year should be wiped off so far as possible. 

I shall be told perha]>s that the Qoremment has done its bit by 
nleaaittg the members of the working committee. I regret to say 
that it was too halting a gesture to rouse an adequate response in the 
ttindi of the people. And, such as it waa, it was followed close at its 
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liaelt hj the ftireet of the Mayor of Calctitta and a raid on the newapapef 
office of Mahatma Gandhi, not to apeak of the unabated vigour and 
energy of the police in arreata, naaaults and prosecutiona in respect of 
men and women alike. These acts served no useful purpose, but they 
have well nigh cancelled the effect of the Premier’s speech and the 
qualified clemency of the Viceroy. 

Sir, Mr. S. M. Bose has pleaded for confidence and faith — the faith 
that moves mountains as he says. I join with him in his wish for 
peace and even in his wish for faith and confidence. In fact I consider 
mutual faith and confidence to be th^ sine qua non of a solution of 
the problem before us. But does (Mr. Bose seriously expect that the 
people will have the faith merely for the asking, with sixty thousand 
of their fellow<*()uritr\'men rotting in jail and with ordinances and 
lathis relentlessly persisting in their daily job, and a burning sense 
of suffering undesei-ved rankling in their breasts? No, Sir, it will be 
more than humane to expect them to have confidence unless the 
Government is prepared to back up the generous words of the Prime 
Minister by deeds which show that they have confidence in the people 
and that they have sincere faith in the policy they have professed. 
The Prime Minister has expressed his surprise that so much flutter 
should have been caused for so little difference. He feels that the 
difference between the Government and the (’ongress is ever so slight. 
If the Government of India believes this to he true, why do they in 
their turn make so much fuss for this slight difference? What then 
should prevent their withdrawing the upraised arm of repression and 
making a hid for confidence of the people by the unequivocal 
demonstration of their own confidence in the people mu(*h as I admire 
Ibe spirit and the imagination displayed by the Prime Minister in hia 
Speech. I greatly deplore that right here, up against this urgent call 
for decisive action, the soaring idealism of Mr. MacDonald shrunk and 
slid into the narrow shell of a nervous bureaucrat. It is a thousand 
pities that he did not take courage in l)oth hands and follow up his 
statement of great principles by an unqualified offer of suspension of 
hostilities. if willing to grant amnesty, he said, if the civil 
disobedience movement was withdrawn. And why? Does the 
Government seriously think tliat by the release of political prisoners 
at the present moment the country will he thrown into a mess? I 
have never believed that the country could have been in a worse mess 
than it is now in if the Government had not launched on its policy of 
repression. Of this I am sure, in any case that if the generous 
principles laid down by the Premier were seconded by a general 
amnesty and the withdrawal of repressive laws there could not be the 
fdighteet risk of the Country being thrown into a welter. 

Why then make the withdrawal of civQ disobedience a oonditicni 

amnesty? Why not make a deciaiTe gestnre and trust to that t^ 
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tplliig lortk a generous response f Shall it he said that an issoe of this 
mignitude shall after all be made to hang on the slender thread of 
izmt? 

I shall conclude. Sir, with a straight question to the Government. 
Do they or do they not want the people to take the words of 
Mr. MacDonald as sincere expressions of the mind of a man who means 
well to India? If they do, there is only one way in which they can 
create that feeling — by following the course that my amendment 
suggests. If they decline to follow this obvious course people wnll 
never be convinced of their hiiuerity and they will have themselves to 
thank if people say that the Government in India mean to do its l»e8t 
to smother the effect of the Premier's speech and to hnd excuses for 
whittling away generous pmniise it holds forth. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs I move, by way of amendment to 
motion of Mr. H. M. Pose - 

(fi) that in line 5 after the words “Indian aspirations” the 
following shall be inserted, namely; — 

“provided — 

(r) that the legitimate rights of the Muslim community 
and other minority communities including the 
depressed classes are properly safeguarded in the 
constitution that may be framed cm the basis of 
the declaration, and 

{it) that the transitional period mentioned in the 
declaration is fixed by statute to a reasonable limit 
in consultation with responsible Indian opinion;’^ 
and 

ih) that the folloming shall be added at the end: — 

^^And as a practical step towards the early realisation of 
our national aspirations this C'ouncil recommends to the 
Govemineiit to appoint a representative committee consisting 
of members of this f'ouncil to go into the question of a 
proper settlement of communal differences in this province- 
and to submit their recommendations to the Government 
within three months to be placed before the next session of 
the Council for consideration.^’ 

I aliio move, by way of amendment to motion of Mr. P. N. Guha-*- 
(a) in paragraph 1, line 4, after the word “declaration” the 
following shall be inserted, namely; — 

“with proper safeguards for the legitimate rights of the 
Ifusligi eommuiiity and other minority eommunitita 
including the depreeaed classes”; 
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(b) that paragraph 2 ihall be omitted; and 

(c) that at the end of paragraph 3 the following shall be adM» 

namely : — 

*‘And as a practical step towards the early realisation of 
our national aspirations this Council recommends to the 
Government to appoint a representative committee consisting 
of membera of this Council to go into the question of a 
proper settlement of communal differences in this province 
and to submit their recommendations to the Government 
within three months to be placed before the next session of 
the Council for consideration.'* 


I further move, by way of amendment to motion of Mr. J. N. Gupta, 
that at the end the following shall be added, namely: — 

“And as a practical step towards the early realisation of 
our national aspirations this Council recommends to the 
Government to appoint a representative committee consisting 
of members of this Council to go into the question of a 
proper settlement of communal differences in this province 
and to submit their recommendations to the Government 
within three months to be placed before the next session of 
the Council for consideration." 

Sir, I think that every one in this House will agree with the 
movers of these three resolutions in welcoming the Premier's 
declaration. We welcome the declaration not because it enunciates 
any new principle but because it announces a distinct step forward 
in the constitutional evolution of India. To my mind it is a mistake 
to think that the declaration contains any new principle. The 
Premier himself makes this point perfectly clear in his historic speech. 
After emphasising on the sincerity of the British nation to lead India 
to self^govemiiMt the Premier says : “Pledge after pledge had been 
given to India that the British Raj was there not for perpetual 

dominion Why have our Queens and Kings given you 

pledges? Why have our Viceroys given you pledges? Why has our 
Parliament given you pledges?" What these pledges are is made 
further clear by the Premier in his speec^h in Parliament in connection 
with the debate on the Round Table Conference. Therein he refer* 
to the various declarations made on behalf of England since the year 
1908 and quot^ the 9ih clause of the revised ihstruction issued to the 
Governor-General of India by Order in Council on March 9, 1921, 
irhich runs thus: “For above all things it is our will and pleasure 
fhat plans laid by our Parliament for progressive realisatiom of 
xesponsilde government in British India as an integral part of our 
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Xiiipire may come to fruition, in the end, that British India may 
tittain its due place among our Dominions.*’ 

The Premier, therefore, admits that England is pledge bound to 
give India self-government and to give her a status equal to that of tlie 
Dominions. He further admits that each step hitherto taken towards 
the realisation of this noble ideal contained in it the smls of the next 
atep in advance. So let us not run away with the idea that as regartis 
principle anything new has been enunciated in the deidaration under 
consideration. Nevertheless, as I have already said, it is a momentou.n 
and historic declaration as it will lie a great stride forward towards 
the realisation of our goal if the declaration is given effect to in a 
spirit of broad-mindedness so as to secure the good-will and co-operation 
of all secdions and communities composing the great Indian nation. 

3-15 p.m. 

This brings me to a consiilerution of the first amendment I have 
moved. The great community to whicdi I have the honour to belong 
is an essential limb of the Indian nation of which every son of India 
cannot hut he proud, and as such not only the compatriots of my 
community hut all true sons of India should be solicitous alamt the 
well being of this esj^cntial limb as well ns of all other limbs of the 
nation. Fnfortuuately theie are people in this country who are not 
hi-oadminded enough to recognize this patent fact and that is the 
reason why care should be taken on the eve of a constitutional advance 
that none of these limbs may he relegated to a position of neglect in 
the new scheme of things, for that will be disastnnis not only to the 
communities concerned but also to the entire body politic. That is 
why we demand safeguards, that is why minority communities demand 
safeguards, and that is whv the depressed classes w'ant safeguards. 
This is not a proper occasion to discuss what these safeguards should 
be. There has been many a disastrous shipwreck on the rock of this 
communal question and it is hardly to l>e expw»ted that any substantial 
result can be achieved by a fewr hours* discussion on this occasion, 
towards the solution of this difficult problem. It is much to be 
regretted that my honourable friend Mr. J. N. Oupta in his otherwise 
dignified speech yesterday, could not avoid the raising of a very 
controversial issue. Speaking aliout the demand for separate electorates 
he said that an impartial judge like the Prime Minister has given 
judgment against the demand. No doubt the Premier showed 
aomething like a left-handed attitude towards the claims of the 
Moslems and the minorities in general, but I think he cannot yet be 
blamed with having pronounced any judgment. The problem is a 
pecidtar one and is in a manner alien to Ihe genins of the nation to 
wbieh he belongs. It is not therefore eurprising that he may require 
more time and further opportunitiefi to study this question. I am 
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mt ht amd the Government of wWcli lie is the ImA will not lo^rgef 
that in the difficult task of grafting western institutions on tiie eastern 
soil the peculiar environments of India must not be lost sight of. 
However to return to the dictum of my honourable friend to my right 
that an impartial judge has given his judgment I am bound to say 
that in this he has grievously erred. The judge has not yet been able 
to come to a decision. On more occasions than one in his fascinating 
speech he has called the communal problem a most fascinatingly 
difficult one and in consequence on account of its seriousness and 
intricacy lias thought fit to postpone further hearing. 

One thing the Premier has said in this connection must— 

Mr, J. N. GUPTA: On a iM)int of personal' explanation. I never 
made a statement of the kind; I never said that the Prime Minister 
has passed a definite judgment on that case. I deny that I made any 
such statement. 

Maulvl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If 1 heard him aright 1 think he 
said that an impartial judge has given a judgment. 

Mr. 4 . N. GUPTA: I never used the word judgment. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: However, one thing the Premier 
has said in this connection must, to my mind, l)e particularly 
inspiring to those who really desire a satisfactory solution of the 
communal problem. He says: ^‘Now I want you to take it from me 
that the attitude of the British Government in such relations ia 
nothing more than an overpowering desire to leave you to settle your 
own affairs” Again: ‘‘Believe me the British Government has no 
desire to use your disagreements for any ulterior purpose — quite the 
opposite. Our one ambition is that we might pave your way and 
smooth your path to tiiat much required internal unity amongst 
youi'salves.” Now, Sir, if we are really welcoming the Premieres 
det'laralion at baari and not offering it a mere lip devotion, if we are 
really solicitous alniut our country's future and if the local Government 
here shares the overpowering desire of His Majesty’s Government to 
pave our way and smooth our path to a settlement of the communal 
diik*ord which like an insidious poison is eating into the vitals of the 
nation, may I request the House to accept my amendment for the 
appointment of a representative committee for considering this question 
and may I ask the Government to accept the suggestion and take early 
steps in the matter. Now’ is the time to decide whether we mean 
business or not. If you really mean business I see no reason why my 
amendment should not be accepted. If you are merely disposed to 
indulge in fine talk do not say again that you represent the vaSmstg^ 
aimving teeming millions of the country. 
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|i At fur my memi amtiiAiiieiit that tim txmfttitkmil pi^od mtiitmiMid 
A ^ Pmntiwr't dedaratioa tliould be fixtd by statut# to a mMmaUt 
; ^odt ia eoiualtatioa with rttpontible Indian opmkiii» I tbink 1 tbaii 
at tcboing ibe voice of tbe entire House in tbe demand. 

Bn^and*8 avowed policy seems to conciliate, to satisfy India. India 
on her part is conscious that some safeguards are necessary during a 
transitional period. But if the transitional period is sufered to 
remain enveloped in mist you allow suspicion to creep in. England 
and India are going to enter upon a new era in their mutual relations. 
Is it not just and proper that in this happy union no room should be 
left for the demon of suspicion even to i)eep into your parlour}' 
Banish her once for all and march together shoulder to shoulder to the 
goal in sight for the good of you both, the good of India and England 
as well as for the good of the entire amazed and admiring world. 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRiNTIOEs I rise on behalf of 

Government to support Mr. Bose’s motion, and I would like at the 
outset, if I may, to congratulate Mr. Bose on the spirit which pervaded 
his speech, the spirit of tnist and goml-will, of mutual amity and 
understanding, and to express the hope that this spirit may (outinue to 
dominate our discaissioiis of this all-important matter. If it does, I am 
certain we shall arrive at a satisfactory coitclusinu much <|ui(*ker than 
otherwise would have hc'cn possible. Sir, the declaration made by the 
Premier has op<»ned up a new vista through the forest of Indian 
administrative problems and it is now for us, whether officials or non- 
offir ials, whatever be our casto or creed, to co-operate in opening up a 
broad highway along the trail that has been biased for us by the 
Premier and the Round Table Conference, so that India may reach as 
easily and as quickly as possible the goal of “full responsibility for her 
own government” announced in the Premier’s statement. We should 
be foolish to shut our eyes to the tremendous amount of difficult and 
hard work that must be done before that goal can be reached. There 
will be the rocks of financial and administrative problems to be removed 
or circiunvented ; there will be the morasses of mistrust and suspicion 
over which the road must be caiTie<] on a firm foundation of confidence 
and trust and there will be the tangled thickets of what the Premier 
described as tbe general problem of the minorities and tbe various 
communities to l>e struggled through and finally to be cleared out of 
the way altogether. Many gaps will have to be bridged, many 
inequalities levelled and many rough places made smooth. But I am 
certain that if all parties and communities cordially co-operate in tbe 
work, the difficulties and dangers that have to he faced m^ill be gradually 
overcome and the goal will be reached at a much earlier date than at 
first si^t may seem possible. 

But the first essential of sucoom is that there shall be cordial 
4XH)pefation, Hmt nmie o! our energies shall be waatod in oppoMg or 
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obfirnctin^ one another, but that all »htdl be devoted to one common 
end, namely, as stated in Mr. S. M. Boee’s motion ** working out tbe 
details of tlie scheme outlined by the Premier/’ Sir, now that this 
epoch-making declaration has been made by the Premier with the 
consent of all parties in Parliament I would plead with that large 
section of the community which has up till now adopted tbe policy of 
non-co-operation to realise that the time for such an attitude has passed 
and that what is needed now in the interest of their own province and 
of India as a whole is co-operaion» not non-(o-operation, constructive 
and not obstructive or destructive work. For, on their side, given the 
opportunity, (Government will do all they pt»88ibly can to co-operate 
inside and outside of the Council w ith those who are working towards 
the fruition of the Premier’s declaration. 

Mr. J. N. Gupta in his motion calLs upon Government ^‘to forthwith 
remove all obstacles in the path of tbe sympathetic reception of the 
Premier’s scheme by the people of the Province,” but Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen Gupta in his amendment to this motion has asked that 
“all political prisoners should be forthwith released, all special laws 
and ordinances directed tow*ards the suppression of any f(»nn of political 
agitation should be withdrawn and all actions taken by the Govern- 
ment for suppression of any form of political agitation immediately 
abandoned.” Sir, I regret very much that this last gentleman has seen 
fit to move this amendment in that it introduces a jarring note in 
to-day’s proceedings. For Government must oppose the amendment if 
it is pressed and the unanimity of the Council in dealing with the 
important subject now under discussion will be disturbed. Sir, I can 
assure you that Government will do all they can to remove obstacles 
from the path of those who desire to co-operate. Further, they will do 
everything possible to facilitate a change of direction in the energies of 
the party of non-co-operation and they and their officers will co-operate 
heartily in any work that may be required for the establishment of 
ordiuary representative institutions in Bengal. But until Government 
are satisfied there has been a genuine change of direction in tbe 
energies of the other party they cannot agree forthwith to release all 
political prisoners and to the withdrawal of the special powers with 
which they have been armed, or the special measures which they have 
taken to cope with the forces of civil disobetlicnce. But while I say 
this I can assure you, Sir, that so soon as Government are satisfied, 
with due regard to their responsibility for the safety and good order of 
the Province, that they can do without the special powers with which 
they are at present armed they will gladly abandon them and they will 
not be backward in responding to an appeal for the release of priscmers, 
even though it may ^Mlly prove impossible. I am afraid to release 
all of those whom I imagine Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta indudes in 
the indefinite term ^^politioal prisoners.” I weald appeal, th^refo 9 !<%, 
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i«4be mover of thia amendmeBt to withdraw it aad to content himself 
with the general appeal made in Mr. J. N. Oupta’a motion whloii 
fiovomment are prepared to accept. If he doea thia and the motion ia 
aodepted by the Council he can l>e certain that aa aoon aa civil dia* 
obedience haa been effectively called off Government on their aide will 
do all they can to bring about the favourable atmoaphere for the 
conaideration of the Premier’a declaration. For I can aaaure Mr. 
Gupta that the local Government are, and will continue to lie, loyal to 
the spirit of that declaration. 

d>30 p.m. 

I would alao strongly support the appeal made in Mr. Gupta’a 
motion to the memliera of this House to do all in their power to help 
forward the speedy completion of the structure outlined in the scheme 
particularly by a satisfactory and agreed solution of communal 
differences, and I would extend this appeal to all the leaders of Hindu 
and Muhammadan opinion outside the Council. It is uaeleaa shutting 
one’s eyes to the fact that communal differences are the greatest 
difficulty that has faced those who have endeavoured to draw the out- 
lines of the new system of ordinary representative institutions in 
Bengal. The solution of this difficulty must come by agreement 
between the leaders of the two great cximmunities supplemented by a 
willingness of the communities themselvfss to support and carry out any 
agreement that the leaders may arrive at. I can only repeat what the 
Prime Minister said, vii., that Government will continue to render all 
the good offices it can to help to secure a settlement, so that the new 
constitution may start off with the good-will and conbdenoe of all the 
communities concerned. 

I should like here to refer to the amendiiieot of Maulvi Tamixuddiu 
Khan and ask him to consider whether he will not be prepared to 
withdraw it. His first point about the safeguarding of the legiiimato 
rights of the Muslim community is covered by that portion of Mr. 
€Kipta*a resolution, which refers to an agreed solution of communal 
differences, and the Prime Minister’s statement is mu<'h on the same 
line. In his second proviso he has asked us to agree to a statutory 
period for the transition stage, but I submit. Sir, that this is not a 
matter for this Council to decide. 

As regards his last point, vis., the appointment of a committee 
constating of representatives of this Council, I think that all members 
of this Council, whether Hindus or Muhammadans, will recognise that 
if a emnmittee is to be af^inted to solve the communal problem it 
cannot ]>oasibly be composed of members of this Council only. It must 
include other leaders of the two communities who are outside this 
Council. Further, 1 do not think that this committee should be 
•iffoiated by Oovemment, it ought to be set up by the oonumtnities 
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thenui6lv«s. But I am prepared to promise on belialf of CbTommcftt 
that if later on after the members of the Council haire had time to 
discuss and consider the information which the delegates from Bengal 
who attended the Hound Table Conference are arranging to communicate 
to them, the Council stil] desires Government to appoint a committee 
lor the purpose stated in Mr. Tamkuddin Khan’s amendment, Govern- 
ment will consider the proposal. But from the point of view of 
Government I must make it clear at the outset that this problem can 
only be solved by agreement between the commimities themselves and 
that (iovernment can only assist them in their efforts to solve it, and 
can do nothing further. 

As regards Mr. P. N. Guha’s motion asking Government and the 
people of the different communities to unite in making a careful survey 
of conditions preliminary to devising a constitution suitable to the 
needs of Bengal, I would point out that until we know what the 
programme for the future is we cannot well take in liand the drafting 
of a constitution. According to the announcement made in the Press, 
the Prime Minister is already discussing with the next Viceroy the 
steps to be taken to continue the working out of the new constitution 
from the point which it reached when the Round Table Conference was 
adjourned. As soon os Government are aware of the steps which they 
are expected to take next, they will at on<?e consider the best means of 
taking them and they w'ill. make the fullest use possible of the 
co-operation which this Council will express its willingness to give if, 
as I hope, this Council adopt Mr. Bose’s motion. I suggest that Mr. 
Guha might withdraw his motion and that the motions proposed by 
Mr. S* M. Bose and Mr. J. N. Gupta may be adopted unanimously by 
the Council. 

Sir, we are standing on the threshold of an enterprise of which we 
know the goal, but of the details of the route that will lead us to it 
we are yet ignorant. The undertaking is one fraught with issues of 
vital moment to the inhabitants of India and of Bengal ; to bring it to a 
auocessful ooiiclusion w ill require not only much hard work but ako a 
real faith and a firm belief in the importance of the object to be attained. 
In the past there may have been differences of opinion both as to the 
goal to be reached and the route to be followed but now that these 
have been clearly indicated for us, there is now no obstacle in the way 
of our all uniting in the grand design of bringing the enterprise to a 
aucoessful, happy and speedy conclusion. (Cheers.) 

Mr* W« TRAVERS: Mr. President, at the outset. Sir, I wish to 
oxpreat my s^pathetio congratulations to the hon’ble membm who 
have moved these motions. In the not very distant future, it is 
Iprobahle that a great desire wOl be satisfied-^hai what they have 
Koped and longed lor, will come to paas. And when that dsatne it the 
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mtwml oii« of Government of their own country, any and every 
lifttiilier must participate in their joy and hopefuIne#»ji. 

The Bound Table Conference has broufrht (conciliation and conoeaaion 
mid has convinced the Indian tneinbers of tliat Conference at last, of 
thu aympathy and truth of British Pcdicy. But for that policy and 
<i6sciliatio& to reach the practical result it must be met halfway by the 
conciliation and the co-operation of the other aide. And, Sir, the 
words of these resolutions are prcK^f that hoirble meinbern are indeed 
ready at once to co-operate in full measure. 

I personally have always been sympathetic to Indian aspirations for 
Home Rul(? — I am speakiufr for myself to-day, and not as Leader of the 
Group — I think that the munv years of s(*rvice and co-operation which 
I have ffiven such as they are, entitle me to refute any charjre that I 
am a diehard. I have done my utmost to muko the present (constitution 
a success, and I shall do my utmost to help forward the one of the future 
also. 

But, Sir, on principle I am (’onscientiously opposed to the adoption 
of the British model of resfamsihle (tovcrnment in the (Vntral Adminis- 
tration. 1 think that. India heiiifr what she is. a vast country whose 
Provinces — the States t(» hr' — <liff(*r so jfri'ntly ii. lanjroajre. in race, in 
development and in reli^rion, it would have h«‘cn far prcferuhle had 
there been an independent Central Kx(»cutive. not respoiisihle to the 
vote of th(‘ Asseinhly. 1 consider that r(‘sponsihle (lov«*rninent will add 
very murh to the difficulties and dunifers, of the future. There are 
certain to he jrrent diflerences of opinion, and ditfir ulties hetwetm state 
and state, and (immunity and r‘omnmnity. Hesponsihh' Oovernment 
must in my opinion intensify, instead of settlinif. those difficulties and 
dangers. 

But leaving: that aside I have to say that a political aKreement 
■between the Hindu and Muhammadan is, I consider, an (‘ss(*ntiBl 
preliminary. Such a political agreement would .at h’ust ^five the 
opportunity, if joined hy co-oi>enition and tolcranee, of a happier fe(4ing 
between comrauniti(*s and a possible final s(*ttlement. I am with Mr. 
J. N. Gupta in this respect. But I would add more. As the Hindus 
bare grained the promi.se of responsible Government, irifh mfegtiarth, 
and as they are the majority community, I think it would he wise if 
tbeir leaders conceded the separate electorate, and representation upon 
a population basis in Benffal and in the Punjab. 

Finatty, Sir, I repeat what T have said of British Policy— the policy 
of British non-officiids in this country. It is this. Provided that there 
be no discrimination ajyainst British commerce or the British, or any 
other minor community it will be found, Sir, I am certain, that every 
Britisher, whatever be his personal views, will desire to serve, and to do 
ovetyGiiiiit that he can to briaft to silocess the constitution of this India 
mlMi wo bare ao wdi. 



114 


Monoifs. 


[lOm Fm»., 


Babli 4ATINDRA NATH BAtU: Sir, in considering the question 
that has been placed before the Council by the movers of the various 
resolutions that are now being discussed, we should remember that the 
matter that we are considering is one of permanence. Iteference has 
also been made to certain other things, such as some acts of Govern- 
ment on the one hand and some acts of certain political organisations 
on the other. But we luiist remember that these acts are merely 
ephemeral while tlie structure that is going to be framed will be a 
permanent one. It will be a lasting structure which ine all hope will 
be a structure of which all Indians, to whatever creed or caste they may 
belong, will be proud and which will enable Indians to mould their own 
destiny and will lead to the progress and contentment of future 
generations of Indians. Let us not forget this. 

3-45 p.m. 

Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has brought forward certain amendments. I 
can assure him on behalf of myself — and I believe I echo also the views 
of the members of my community — that the case of the Moslem and of 
any other minority community cun never lx* ignored. He should 
remember that the Moslems are as much a cherished possession of India 
as the Hindus or any other communities are. In the concerns of every- 
day life I find that Hindus and Muhammadans are intimately associated 
with one another. There are in India Hindu phu es and Muhammadan 
places of pilgrimage. There is the famous shrine of Moiniiddin ('histi 
at Ajmere which is fre<}uented by people from all over India. There 
are as many Hindus as Miihamumduns paying homage to the memory of 
the great saint, and 1 myself paid that homage. In the tomb of 
Nizammldin Aulia in Delhi the same tiling will he oliserveil ; so also in 
the tomb of Bahuuddin Cliisti at Kosa in the South. The Muham- 
madans are as much interwoven in the life of India as any other 
community. The ruins of the Adina Mosque at Pandua stir up as much 
feeling in the Muhammadans as in the Hindus. Here in Calcutta we 
find that in the Hindu quarter of Bara Bazar u Hindu gentleman had 
about a oeutury ago a Mubatnmadun employee as .steward or manager — 
a saintly man — and on the latter's death the Hindu employer ere<‘ted a 
beautiful tomb in front of his house and among the number of devotees 
at that shrine there are more Hindus than Muhammadans, and the tomb 
is still looked after by the descendants of the Hindu employer. 

Attempts have no doubt been made and are undoubtedly being made 
to show that the interests of the two communities differ. In the every- 
day coiicernir, of life there is no cleavage between the two communities. 
But we cannot igpore the situation as it now stands. If the Muham- 
madans do not feel the confidence which probably they will come to feel 
in course of time, and they hold that unless they have representation in 
ihe legislatures in a certain way, they will not have their views properly 
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jirged, it 18 a feeling which we cannot but respect. It it a feeling about 
which some may think that there is no jnsiilication. Let m therefore 
abow that they should not entertain that feeling. As one of my friends 
has pointecl out, the question of Ilindu-Moslem settlement is one 
between two brothers — the two sons of the same motherland. It is a 
question which, with mutual good feeling is capable of a satisfactory 
solution. So long as I have been in political work I have found that 
Muhammadans are keen and anxious for the political advancement of 
India as any other community. They have worked silently and quietly 
not only for the advancement of their community but also of the 
country. Their contributions to art and literature have been invalu* 
able and I am sure that in the days to come the contributions of our 
Muhammadan brethren will be as great and as valuable, probably 
greater than what they have been in the past. 

Sir, Mr. Travers entertains s<ime doubts and apprehensions as 
regards the Mubanitniidan qiK'stion. I can assure him that both the 
Hindus and Mubaniinadaiis an* conscious that there is this difficulty; 
but it is a (iiffi< ulty that they must settle between tbem.selves without 
any extraneous help. It is a dispute in their <»wn homi* and they are 
both anxious to havi* a settlement which will he satisfactory to both 
parties; and that can only be done by the spirit of give-and-take and 
good-will. The goo<l wishes for an amicable settlement coming from 
other romniumties will help a satisfactory solution. 

As n*gards Mr. Travers’ remarks alMuit I lie (’entral (iovernment, 
his apprehension is that as India consists of smli diflferent races, 
castes and cn‘eds, .speaking different languages, unless then* was an 
administration at the centre which was not responsible to the central 
legislature it would la* ilifficult to carry on the (Iovernment as conteiii- 
plated under tlie scheme detaibsl in broad outlines by the Round 
Table Conference. But 1 can tell you, Sir, ami my friend, Mr. 
Travers, that similar objections were urged against other federations, 
viz., the Federation of the United States, the (jerman Federation, and 
the CJanadian Federation. In Canada there were Englishmen profew- 
ing a different faith from the Frenchmen who resided in Ontario and 
the other French districts. They spoke a different language and had 
different traditions. But all these did not stand in the way of a 
strong federated state being established in Canada. I raoy tell you, 
Sir, whether we he Hindus or Muhammadans, or whether we belong 
to the higher clauses or the so-called depressed classes, no Indian will 
be prepared to continue in the status in which they are now. They 
have offered, they have been trained in the school of suffering and 
Britiah, with her traditions of freedom, her splendid literature, cannot 
deny a' brother people the freedom which is the spirit of her people. 
The people of India have not always been distrustful of the British. 
When the British first came to this country they were received with 
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leelingB ot sympathy and good-wilL The Mogul Emperora permitted 
them to establinh factories aad to erect forts and treated them 
hospitably. It is trust that catn beget trust. I appeal to Govern*- 
meat to see that the measures that are taken regarding teehnieid 
breatdies of the law are not persisted in in the way in which they have 
been persisted. On a previous otTasion in this Council I spoke 
about a procession with flags and the police arrested some of the men 
there for being in the pro(;ession. If the Member in charge of the 
department instead of sending policemen with batons had made a 
present of another flag to the procession, such a (ouiwe would have 
led to the desired effect and might have created a spirit of good*will. 
It is after all the spirit that is important. You cannot in matters of 
administration and in matters of State proceed merely on hard and 
technical lines ignoring human feelings and impulses, their trend and 
implication. A spirit of forbearance and toleration would have met 
the situation. Sir, I trust that that spirit will animate the Govern- 
ment. I also hope that the people will respond to that spirit, so that 
an atmosphere w'ill he created which will luukt* for peace and progress 
in the country. 

As regards the remarks made about the I’riiue Minister regarding 
tlu» coiuuiunal (jiiestioru I cun assure the House that the Prime 
Minister did not come to any definite conclusion on this question, but 
left it to be settled by the two great coimiiuuities as between ourselves. 


Bibu dlTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, 1 ma^ say at once that 
I am in general sympathy with the spirit of the resolutions, but my 
task has been made diflicult by the speech delivered by the Hou’blc Mr, 
Prentice. Mr. Prentice has paid his compliments in advance on the 
resolution of Mr. S. M. Bose, and it will be my duty to express my 
strong dissent from that resolution in parti<‘ular. The w'ordiness of 
that resolution, the prolixity of it, and the geneiul uuctuosity of its 
tone makes me express my strong disapproval of it. We in this Council, 
most of ui, wish to expres.s our appreciation of the statement made by 
the Prime Minister, but at the same time it is no good saying things 
which are not true. It is no goo«l pretending that all is well when all 
is far from being well; it is no good pretending that there is peace when 
there is no peace in the land. Mr. S. M. Bose in the course of his 
resolution says that the Prime MiDiatei''s statem^t is one that is likely 
to satisfy Indian aspirations. Sir, that is not a statement of fact. Mr. 
Bose knows it very well. We know it very w'eli that it has not satie* 
fled Mahatma Gandhi, it has not satisfied the Congress people,^ it has 
not satisflod the very large section of the country that is r^resented 
by the Congress. It may be that we appreciate the statement. It may 
be that Mr. Bose appreciates the staiement; but it is no good pretending 
that it is likely to satisfy the aspirations of the country as a whole. 
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But, Bir, if I am not one with all tho atatemonta made by Kr. Boae, 
I imtut say that I differ equally from certain points in the amendment 
uurred by Dr. Sen Gupta. 


4 p.m. 

Sir, it was useless, I think it was even injurious on his part, to rataa 
the question of a ^reueral amnesty of the political prisoners. That it 
not a thing which the political prisoners theinsfdves very greatly cara 
about. It makes me sit k to hear this kind of sentimental gush about 
political prisoners from people wlio have taken care never to be polithml 
prisoners themselves. I have been a polititml piisoiier myself. 1 have 
spent the best part of three years in jail. Nay, I have been in jail 
within the last three months. I (‘laim to kuoa* something of the 
mentality of political prisoners, ami I can tell you that they resent the 
idea tliat they sliould be regarded as Homeihing in t!»e nature of a 
stumbling bloc k in the w’ay of the future settlement of the country, ft 
does not matter in what light you look upon the Premier's staHunent— 
you may appreciate it or not— but do not use us, do not us, as 

pawns in the game. In July last when the Sapru-Jayakar negotiation* 
were going on I was in the Aliporc (!eiitral Jail; and it made us squirm 
— there is no other word for it — to see how we were being treated as 
pawns in the political game — as if amnesty wms to he held out as a sort 
of bribe l>efore us. Sir, the political prisoners know what they are 
abtmt. They have (nmiited their cost and they have paid their pri<*e. 
Tliey have done what they thought proper, irrespective of your diacuii- 
sions, your c'ousultations and yonr negotiations. They only say, “go 
on w'ith your discussions if you like, but do not use us as pawns ir^ 
your game." In this c cmnection I may say that I am sick also of that 
talk about “atmosphere" that is so fre({uently indulged in by certain 
peraons. “Relcjise the political prisoners," they say, "and it will 
create an atmosphere of peace in the c•oulltry^“ I say that this t* 
extremely problematical, it may or may not hare any effect upon ilia 
atmosphere at all. History confirms my view. Gc»vernment releaaed 
political prisoners in 1919; but did that produce any in the country 
at large We, who had biH*!! hostile to the llontagu-Chelmsford 
Scheme before, continued to be incurably hostile to it afterw'ards, in 
spite of the release of political prisoners. You have got to cliange the 
idea that the prospect of release will act as a sort of bribe or temptation 
upon political prisoners. They are beyond the reach of that kind of 
temptation, it will not produce any change of heart in them. 

There i* another factor which we aometinies forget, but which the 
political' priionert do not forget. Let ns not forget that eiril die* 
obedience is civil war. This may sownd unpalatable to some pc^ople, but 
it 1* a stateittint of fact, purs and simple. CiTil disobedience, boww 
owr »«ch yon may try to whittle it down, is eivd war; and the 
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political prisonera themaelves recognise it and do not seek to mininme 
its significance or its implications. War suspends the rules of normal 
legislation. How can we expect the Government to declare a truce 
when the people themselves may or may not want if? If there is to 
be truce, there must be a give-and-take — there must be a mutuality 
of concessions on both sides. The people must give up civil dis- 
obedience just as Government must release political prisoners and 
withdraw' repressive legislation. This is not to say that I do not want 
the release of the political prisoners. Release them by all means. 
That will be a royal gesture of generosity, w^hich will leave an 
incalculable effect but of which the present members of Government 
seem to he incapable. But do not link up the two things together, 
do not mix up the questions of the Prime Minister’s statement with 
the release of political prisoners. 

Sir, passing on to the Premier’s statement itself, I must once again 
repeat that I appreciate that statement in all its a-spects. I appreciate 
the form of the statement. I appreciate the substance of the 
statement. So far as the form is coucerned, nothing could be an 
improvement upon it. There is no .Mcnse of bargaining in it — no sense 
of huckstering, no sense of bluff. It is a plain statement of facts. 
^‘Thus far we can go and beyond that we cannot go.” This is 
perfectly plain and simrerc. It may not satisfy our political aspira- 
tions. But tliut is another matter altogether. You cannot say that 
the Premier’s statement was a bluff*. It would he a misuse of words to 
say that it was bluff. The’e is no element of liluff in the speech and 
there is no element of bribery in it. The Premier is perfet tly plain 
and above-board in his statement. He says, “I give you this parti- 
cular thing — I give full responsibility in the provinces, hut in the 
centre 1 give you only partial and (pialified responsibility.” There is 
absolutely no exaggeration of the ca.se, no hint of a concession which 
he is not prepared to make. And we must respond to the Prime 
Minister’s statement in a like spirit of frankness and absence of mental 
reservation. 

As regard.s substance, and considering the question from the point 
of view of practical politics, what are the chief elements in the 
Premier’s statement? He says unequivocally that the responsibility 
for the future government of India rests on the I,iegislatures, 
provincial and central. In the provinces the responsibility is full and 
unqualified. At the centre it is hedged with safeguards. Some of 
these safeguards are permanent, for in.stance, the safeguards demanded 
by the minority communities; and some of the safeguards are of a 
temporary natui*e such as the question of defence and securing financial 
stability. Sir, I know there are people who quarrel about these safe- 
guards and reservations. The criticism mainly comes from twt> 
quarters. In the fiiwt place it is said that the proposals of the Prima 
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IQiuster do not fit in with the eleven points enunciated by Mahatma 
Oaudhi. That is the first line of critirisin with which we have to deal. 
There are some people who affect to think that, beoauHe Mahatma 
Gandhi has enumerated certain points as the minimum of his demands, 
therefore those points are to be rejrarded as sai'rosanct. Notwithstand- 
ing my deep reverence for Mahatma Gandhi, I am compelled to say 
ihtLt I have little respwt for these eleven points of his enunciation. 
Some of them are irrelevant and some are positively injurious to the 
best interest of tlie country. Sir, one of my friends says “never.*’’ 
That is a matter of arjruinent and reason, it is not a (fuestion of 
ip$e dtjrit. What is the first of Mahatma Gamlhrs eleven points!’ 
It is that the ratio of exchange should he I.<. and not 1 j». fh/. I 
can only ask, whv^ Why? I.s the ijuestion so unambiguous, so free 
from difficulty, that it must be plact*d in the forefront of the Mahatma’s 
irreducible demands? The I.*. Vul. ratio may not suit the purpose of 
the Bombay mill-owners, it may n(»t sati.sty the capitalists and 
speculators of Bombay and Cab’uttu; but it suits us, poor consumers, 
very well; it certainly serves the interests ol the toiling; millions of 
Benf^al. Then his next point is that the land revenue must be reduced 
by half. I sometimes wonder if the Mahatma, in the eourse of his 
high philosophical cogitations, nunemhers that there is a province 
called Bengal. The Bengal zamindars, in the abundanee of their 
generosity, pay a land revenue of 2i crores out of the Ifi crores which 
they fleece from their tenants. Am I to be t<»ld that this 2} crores is 
to be reiluced by another o() per cent., leaving tin* (ioverninent 
bankrupt and the people as much harassed and oppressed ns before P 
Sir, I ne<*d not go through all these eb'veii points in detail; but here 
are some of his sample demands, and it seems to me that criticism 
based upon such demands (b'serves but little considerutiim. Sir, in 
these latter days we are very mueli in the Ipimls of uriihmetif'ians. 
Some body say.s — I have got 1 1 points, and I shall not budge an ineh 
from them. Some body else says — I have got 14 points, and 1 shall 
not budge either. Presently, some body else will come forward, and, 
adding 11 to 14, will say, “I have got 2f» points and shall nut hudge 
an inch from even one of tliem.” And so the thing may go on 
4id infinitum unless the combined reason and common(M*nse of the people 
will call a lialt to them. 

The second line of criticism is that advanced by people who say 
that, a« there are so many safeguards and reservations, how is it 
possible to work the constitution? People raising these objections, I 
am afraid, do not know much about the constitution of other countries. 
There ipmi be safeguards and reservations everywhere. They are not 
unknown even in England ; but how few are the o<*4'asions when they 
me called into use P The King of England — I would beg the Council*# 
pardon for reminding it of the fact^ — has still got the power of vetoaing 
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4^ Jbiow many o€caai<m« Ae itasi idO yeafa ^ 

tlia J^ing yajitur^d to exercise ihiB raaerve ol power that die aadoubtadly 
po^^sesf Tile King still has got power to declare war or oonohide 
peace, ^ut, during the last 150 years, has he ever Ta&iured to 
exercise that power? He does not, he will not, he cannot, venture to 
do so, because public opinion would not be behind him. Sir, thia 
public opinion must be the ultimate sanction of aU Govemxaents. And 
here a^^so the Governor-Generals of the future will not venture to 
exercise their power if public opinion is not behind them. Wliat have 
we actually seen within the last few' years? Without any force of 
aims or of governmental authority at our bacrk, simply with the force 
of public opinion beliind us, we have succeeded in squeezing out some 
sort of a constitution from the British Government. And, in future, 
with a very considerable share of governmental authority in our hands 
and with strong public opinion behind us, shall we not be able to 
wrest more and more power till this country becomes free like any 
other of the free dominions in the world? 

[Here the iu.e*>^^>cr having reached hif» time-limit, resumed his seat.] 

Mr. NAftENOnA KUMAR SASU: Sir, I am sorry I shall have to 
strike a jarring note to the ohservations which have been made on the 
Premier’s declaration hv the speakers w’ho preceded me. Speaking 
for myself 1 do not and cannot support any of the resolutions that 
have been moved either by Mr. S. M. Bose or Mr. Gupta or Mr. 
P. N. Guha. My reasons for not supporting these resolutions are 
simple. Firstly, whatever might he said about the Englishman in 
his transactions with his own countrymen, it may he true that the 
Englishman’s 

A Voice: No, Britisher, not Englishman. 

Mr. NARRNBRA KUMAR BAIU: AH right, the Britisher’s, but 
I was taught in school that the phrase used was ^'The Englishman’s 
word is his bond.” I am willing to accept that the Scotsman’s word 
is also his bond. It may be true that iu dealing with his own country* 
men the Britisher’s word is bis bond, but so far us people outside his 
own country are concerned, I wrouid ask the House to remember the 
definitioii of a “diplomat.” A diplomat is one who is sent abroad ta 
lie for bis country. That is the value of a British statesman’s or 
diplomat’s word outside his own country. When we come east of 
Sues we all know that any statements made by any British politician 
regarding Indians, are really used only for the benefit of the Indian 
ear. We have been told, it has been said that there is a certain plaon 
which is paved with good intentions. I must say that India, tho 
whole of India, is paved with sanctimonious sentiments and pioua 
platitudes of British statesmen. It is for this reason that I owanol 
IgXM^ with a pman of joy the statement made hf tlm Priase ltiaist«r« 
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tp remember that un4er eection 84A of the Govemneat of 
Iil4ie Act the Parliament a4)pointed a committee of inquiry, the' 
SiiDon Oommitiee, and I take it that the Parliament aaked that 
Committee to inquire into the affairs of British India, but hy iniro- 
duoing the iqufiric word ''Federation'* and by bringing in the Indian 
States, the representatives of Parliament at the Bound Table 
Conierence may hove excited the applause of the Indian members of 
the Conference, but speaking for myself I think that by introducing 
the word "Federatioii” they have manoeuvred to put back any reform 
which might have come otlierwise, by a number of years. As a 
matter of fact it will not be till th»» last Indian State voluntarily 
consents to come into the federation that the so-callnl cxinstitution 
will be worked and as one can imagine, except our so-<‘alled represen- 
tatives at the Bound Table (.’onfeience, everyone else can imagine,, 
that that would take a very, very long time indeed. 

My third objection to these resolutions is this. Whatever the 
Premier or the British Parliament might say, after all the changes in 
the aclministration of this country shall have to l>e effecte<I through 
the officers of Government in this tM>untry, and in spite of what the 
StMTetary of State or the Prime Minister or the Viceroy may say, the 
members of the bureaucracy will certainly see that the path is not 
made smooth fur the fulhltuent of any pledges made by Parliament. 
Why, Sir, barely a week after the Premier’s declaration at the Hound 
Table Conference, we were having wanton attacks upon the Mayor of 
Calcutta whose head was broken and on many of his foHowers. That 
is the spirit in which Britishers, who have left their own country for 
their country's good, have come here into this country, to administer 
this country; that is the w'ay, that is the spirit in which they respond 
to the call of the Prime Minister and the Viceroy. I know' that a 
faithful henchman of theirs in another place, the Assembly, has 
testihed, out of his own knowledge he said, that there were three 
lakhs of people at the l»eck and call of the Mayor of Calcutta ready to 
march upon Calcutta that day. Well, 1 may say that that is a 
fable. It may lie a gramophonic record of what his masters wanted 
him to say, but it is far from the truth. Can the Government 
members cite any instances of anv policemen or anylKKly else having 
been hurt on account of the procession that day}^ Can it he denied 
that the Mayor's head was broken in two places y I say that that is 
the spirit in which the men on the spot, the Home Member and his 
myrmidons translste the promises made by the Premier or made in 
Hew Delhi by the Viceroy. We all know the old Bengali story of that 
old lady who was set at liberty by the District Magistrate and said 
My and be the Daroga.’’ To her the Daroga was the visibl# 
rapreaentatimi of the British Govemment. It is these Govtmmattt 
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xnemberg who are the manifestations of the British Government to ns, 
and have got to judge the value of the statements and declarations made 
hy British statesmen from the conduct of these men, and I say the 
conduct of these men gives us no reason to believe in these statements. 
I, therefore, say that there is no reason for us to sing hallelujahs and 
to go into ecstasies over the declaration made by the Prime Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. I may tell the House at this stage 
that we have to conclude this debate at half past five this evening. I 
find there are many anxious to speak, arid I would therefore request the 
members to cut short their speeches as much as possible. 

MauIvi ABDUL KARIM: The movers of the three resolutions have 
*<lone well to avail themselves of the earliest opportunity to get the 
-opinion of this House expressed regarding the constitutional changes 
proposed at the Hound Table ('onference. The momentous declaration 
made by the British Pteiuier on the I9th January, 1931, should dispel 
all doubts that might have arisen regarding the irrevocability of the 
solemnly pledged policy of the Preamble of 1917 and the Act of 1919. 
■There can no longer be any misgiving as to the British policy in India 
being definitely committed to the progres.sive realisation of responsible 
Government, Swaraj being its ultimate goal. It augurs well both for 
India and the British Empire that the responsible leaders of different 
political parties in England have shown fur-sightt'd wdsdom and broad- 
minded statesmanship in definitely recognising India’s right to govern 
herself, which was prophetically anti<iputed by Macaulay as an 
inevitable (‘onseciueuce of English education. His observations quoted 
by His Ex<!elleiicy yesterday are worth repeating. He said, ‘‘having 
been instructed in European knowletlge they may in some future age 
<lejnand European institutions. Whether such a day will ever come I 
know not. But never will I attempt to avert or retard it. Whenever 
it comes it will be the proudest day in English liistory. To have so 
ruled them us to have made them desirous and capable of all the 
privileges of oitirens would indeed be a title to glory all our own.'^ 
It is hoped that the short-sighted descendants of Macuulay, the 
Churchills, Sydenhams and other die-hard reactionaries of their tyj>e, 
will not succeed in retarding that happy day by denying to a people, 
numbering one-fifth of the inhabitants of the globe, a voice in the 
iidministraiion of their owm country ; thus creating in the words of Sir 
William Hunter, “an Indian Ireland multiplied fifty folds.” Those 
who are under an impression that it is only the intelligentsia, the 
educated few, >ho have attained political consciousness and have been 
Agitating for Indiana freedom for their own ends, knowr little of what 
ia actually going on in the country. Unmistakeable signs are not 
wanting that even the uneducated masses, who hardly realise the full 
Aignificance of Swaraj, have been greatly stirred by its inherent calL 
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In fact it is nothing unnatural or unreasonable that in an age vhen 
aelf-rule and self-determination are the prevailing ideals all the world 
ever, when even a semi-civilised race like the Philipinos, having behind 
them hardly any history and traditions worth the name, have been 
clamouring for self-government as a result of western tutelage, the 
descendants of too highly civilised races, whose religion, philosophy, 
literature and jurisprudence extorted the unstinted admiration of the 
world, should desire for effective participation in the administration of 
their motherland. Our grateful thanks are due to Lord Irwin and Mr. 
Bamsay MacDonald for the genuine sympathy they have displayed 
with Indian aspirations. 

It was a wise move on the part of the Labour Government to hold 
the Round Table Conferenct*. It would have been most unwise if the 
British nation had arrogated to itself the sole right of determining the 
future constitution of a great country without admitting the represen- 
tatives of its \ari(uis races and interests in formulating the same. 
Although unfortunately the best organised political party in the country 
did not participate in the deliberntions of the ( smference, there is no 
doubt that a good deal of useful work has been done. TIu^ acceptance 
of the demand for provincial autonomy and responsible (Vntral Govern- 
ment has created a favourable impression regarding the genuineness of 
British move. The Indian I’rinces have acted wisely in desiring to 
shoulder some responsibility in r(‘spect of the administration of India. 
I. however, think too much importance has been atta(died to federation. 

I doubt if a solid and genuine ail-Indiu Federation cun he brought about 
in the immediate future. In order to avoid complications perhaps it 
would be well to begin M'itli the federation of the British Indian 
provinces with responsibility at the (‘entre, leaving the door op'm for 
the States to join the federation later. 

The sooner a ( onstitution w}ii<'h meets popular demands is framed 
the better it will be for all concerned. The Se<’retnry of State for 
India very rightlv stressed tlie urgent necessity of speed. I wish the 
Round Table (’onference had lH*en held before the laiuentahle happenings 
at Chauri Fhaura. The (ountrv would then have been spared many a 
terrible suffering and sacnh'ce and the administration many an 
emharmssing trouble. I shudder to think what will happen if the 
present chaotic state of things continues long. 

In drawing a new <‘onsiitution it has to be borne in mind that the 
country has been tiying itself hoarse for some time for Dominion 
Status, and impatience has driven some people to the ideal of complete 
independence. The vesting of effective control of affairs in the hands 
of the people’s representatives is the universal and insistent demand of 
India, and no section of the Indian public can be expected to get 
reconciled to any form of constitution that falls short in this respect. 
The dierchicai form of Qovemment, hedged in as it is by enonnoue ' 
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mtriciions and raservaiimia, haa paroled unsatisfactory and unsuitable 
lor the growth of a sense of responsibility. The transfer of this hybrid 
system from the provineei to the centre will not achiere the end iis 
view, unless drastically modified in the light of past experience. The 
necessity of some safeguards lor the transitional period cannot be 
denied; but it should be seen that it is not made a plea for non* 
transference of effective power to the representatives of the people. 

Indian opinion is unanimous that so far as the provinces are 
concerned, complete responsibility should be vested in the people and 
provincial administration should be carried on with the least interference 
from any quarter. The inclusion of an official Minister in the cabinet 
would l>e diametrically opposed to all principles of democratic 
government. It would be in fact perpetuation of the same much 
abused diarchical system under the camouflage of a different name, 
'foo iiUK'h reserve power given to the provincial rulers would be 
another impediment to the growth of democracy and a right sense of 
responsibilHy. Not that the necessity of some reserve power is not 
admitted, but extensive powers of this kind concentrated in the hands 
of the (Governor would frustrate the very object of developing demo- 
cratic constitution. A Recond Chamber in the provinces would bo 
another unnecessary brake in provincial autonomy. Having been for 
some time a member of the Second (Chamber at the <*entre, I know what 
its drawbacks are. If the Provincial Cabinet had not been dominated 
by landlords, T think the proposal for a Second Chamber would not 
have found a place among the reeommendations of the Bengal Govern- 
ment. The public (‘aunot countenance such a proposal. 

It would be a matter of extreme regret, nay of great shame, if 
communal differences stand in the way of India's attaining self* 
government. The Hindus and Muslinjs, I need hardly say, would 
incur the condeniiintion of the whole world if they fail to settle their 
differences even when the freedom of their motherland is at stake. At 
this critical juncture in the history of the <*ountr}' communal discord 
and dissension would be nothing short of political suicide. The 
economic and political regeneration of India cannot be achieved unless 
the two great communities inhabiting her, heartily co-operate and 
unitedly fight for the common cause, actuated by mutual love and trust 
and free from hatred and suspicion. All schemes of reform and 
progress would be stultified and India's bondage wonld be perpetuated 
unless there is unity and solidarity among the Hindus and Muslims. 
Those who would direct their best efforts to the promotion of inter* 
oommunal hajhiiony and good-will would be rightly regarded as great 
benefactors of their country. This is not the proper place for a dis* 
passionate diacusskm of a controversial matter. Heart-to-heart talk in 
n ealm atmosphere is necessary for its solution. My views with regard 
la aome of ^ outstanding contmunid questions aie perhaps too wtB 
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Intown to need repetition. I do not think the difficulties in oor 
iiam insurmountable. If, however, these cunnot be natisfaetorily 
aottled, it would be futile to strive for the attainment of our ^roal. 
For our incapacity and worthlessness would then be proved beyond 
doubt. Would it he too much to expect that the leadiiijr memhers of 
both the communities would betimes diret't their earnest efforts to the 
•olution of this all-important question? 


As regards the two amendments, periiaps this is nut the proper 
occasion to press them. But I must say that unless a (aim atmosphere 
is ensured by taking steps necc.ssary for the purpose and unless the 
acquiescence of the different communities to the pnip()sed chungt^s in 
the constitution is secured it would not be possible to bring the 
constitution into satisfactory operations even if one is framed. I think 
it is understood that the int(‘rests of the Muslims, the depressed clasm»s 
and others would be ade(|uutely safeguarded. But in iht‘ existing 
circum.stauces tijere is rea.sou for anxiety to get the necessary safe- 
guards clearly defined and embodied in the (‘oiistitutioii. Nothing is 
more calculated to .solidify Indian opinion in favour (»f the future 
constitution than to give its sbupc^ that would dispel all suspicion of 
ushering in a class rule. Kverything possible should la* done to 
reassure all clas.scs <d Indian people that their legit imat(‘ (daims for 
sharing in the udininistnition of the couiitr\ mmld not be denied. 
This would create the mn'essarv enthusjasm that aiom* would ensure the 
iuceeftsful working of tlie constitution. 


4-30 p.m. 

Matiarala JACADISH NATH RAY, of Dlnaipur: Mr. Presid nt. 

Sir, I should deem it a privilege to he associated with a motion plni'cd 
before the rouiu il by my hon’ble friend, Mr. Bose, not merely because 
of its felicitou.s nature but on n('count of the fact that it relates to an 
occasion wliich, in the word.s of the llight flmrhle the S(*cretary of 
State for India, ‘^marks an epc»ch in the history” of my country. 
Things have not of course shap(*d themselvcH as yet, but signs are not 
wanting that a genuine desire has taken hold of at least an influential 
part of our governing lace that justice should be done to the (‘ause of 
tbe national movement with “speed and sincerity.” It is no mean 
gain on our part as well as those of our rulers that almost all the 
distinguished representatives that w’ent to the historic Hound Table 
Cbnfereiice under most adverse circumstances and amidst the hisses of 
otcr countrymen are returning like proud victors uHith heads erect and 
breasts full of confidence. And I can never think that the country 
would hfive allowed the event of their return without any demonstra- 
tion, without a single black flag, if the noble pronouncement of the 
good Premier and the attitude of the gallant hand of his associates had 
not had iheir effect even on the youth of India, they have really set 
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them a-tbmking, if not anything more. No; no human being can 
remain stubbornly indifferent to the echoes of the masterly appeal that 
the Right Hon’ble Mr. Benn voiced forth in the House of Commons on 
the 26th of January, it was not a speech deliberately couched in sugared 
accents for our consumption; its directness and ring of sincerity have 
touched one and all who have gone through it in the papers even 
cursorily. I have heard critics who are disposed to style the entire 
Parliamentary debate as a masquerade; but no, Mr. President, such 
remarks must not come out of the lips of serious thinking men that will 
only exhibit the perverse nature borne within us. Doubting Thomases 
there will be at all times and in all countries. When I express my 
appreciation of the results of the Conference, I am confident I speak 
out what is in the mind of the entire people, at least in my constituency, 
barring, of course, those few who are awaiting the lead from a different 
quarter. 

Sir, this is not the place for a threadbare discussion of all the 
questions involved in the declaration of the Prime Minister. And as 
the details have still to be filled in, on winch will depend much of the 
architectural work; as the resolution carried at the ronference speaks 
of the reports of the nine sub-committees os entirely provisional, we 
can forsooth take the momentous announcement only as a main ground- 
plan with indications of points of detail. The three main plank.s that 
have been obtained are: (1) an All-India Pederati«)ii, (2) introduction 
of responsible (Government in the provinces, and (3) safeguards. It 
will now re(|uiro the grim earnestness of the peo])le, the sober judgment 
of their leaders and the single-minde<l devotion of the rulers to build 
up the proposed struc'ture. It ought not to be our policy at this 
moment to talk of broken pledges or to single out an individual, from 
amongst the Conservatives or Liberals, with die-bard intentions, and 
cloud our own minds with doubt and suspicion. If India may march 
with “seven league hoots,” I do not know why we should think that 
England will remain stationary in spite of the grave warnings of her 
ruling statesmen. Through the immense courtesy of these well- 
meaning people we got before us the reports of talks in their own 
House. Almost all the big ones among them appeared to be bent on 
shaping the policy in consonance with, actual facts and on uniting in an 
effort to bind India to England by bonds of confidence. “The 
reasonable hand” of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and “the kind hand of 
Mr. Baldwin,” as portrayed by Sir Godfrey Collins, will, it may now 
be confidently expected, be able to guide the House to the declared end. 
Even the leader of the great Conservative Party has realised that no 
solution of the question of Indian Government will be found unless and 
until “the cotiii^lete co-operation, understanding and good-will” 
between Indians and Britishers are obtained. As realists, we have 
however to remember always that the “two centuries of effort and 
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ftiduevement on the part of Britain must have acme abiding eflfact on 
die fortunes of India. The most remarkable change to be noticed 
therefore in the attitude of our rulers is that the familiar argument of 
the interests of mute millions'^ is bt'ing denouiu'ed to-tlay and that 
the two essential principles of “lot'al knowledge*’ and “the support of 
public opinion” are being recognized openly in authoritative quarters. 
And the conviction that there is not the cham^e of a great land-slide 
in future lies in the fact tliat all the three parties in the House of 
Commons have given their moral support to the poli<\v adumbrated by 
the Labour Prime Minister. It is true that even in carrying into effect 
the three aspei'ts of the “triangular” agreement there will arise 
tremendous difficulties, but our greatest cHincern, as the memlwrs of a 
provincial Council, will be somewhat limited to a part of the wide 
financial question, the perplexing problem of communal settlement 
and, above all, the immediate degree of responsibility that our Legis- 
lature may have in juxtaposition to the over-riding powers of the 
Governor as well as the matter and manner of representation of different 
interests. I am not going to-day into any of these (|uestions hut have 
only to impress upon the Government Members that they must, in 
conformity with the declared intentions of the Home Authorities us 
well as the retiring Viceroy, take the iiou-official memhers of this House 
into full confidence and a(*t hand-in-hand with the best of them whcMi 
the next step towards th<* construction of the editice is taken. Two of 
our good friends on this side of the House were honoured with the 
invitation to repr(*sent Bengal at the last Confereme and thc‘v were 
indeed both capalile men pos.Hessing balance;] judgment : but, what I 
think my duty to ask in this connection i.s: AVho was there to rejiresent 
the landholding interests The landholders cried hoar.se at the time for 
a suitable man, but it is really a grievance with them that adequatif 
heed was not paid to their reasonable appeal, f say and say it 
deliberately that let the mistake be not rejieated once again in appoint- 
ing any consultative or dclilierative bodv whether for the questioni>i 
affecting the Province of Bengal or the w hole of India in general. 

I am not yet sure if “the sons and daughters of India will unite in 
bringing into cxisteuie an atmosphere of peace and gcmd-will’* aa 
desired by the returning delegates; I do not know' if the generous 
gesture of the Governnmnt in releasing the fattest of the political 
prisoners will be appreciated in its true light or taken advantage of to 
return to a normal position ; and I cannot also say how long it will still 
take vm to see the “fullness of time” for our country to be in equal 
partnership with the Dominions; but I can wdl realize that the Indian 
Constitution will be broadened a great deal more this time than it has 
been done since the first precedent of 1861. I bail with delight the 
efforts made by the Right Hon*ble the Sec'retary of State in drawing 
a line of demarcation between ''National movement' and the other 
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.liangerou# morement with its rninotis possibilities which hare already 
told heavily on the country. I trust the authorities here will ever 
keep in mind this broad or tine distinction in dealing with the people in 
their charge, and my countrymen and country-women will be quick 
enough ^o draw a moral from the same. The abberations that are 
^^oinplained of verj' often happen inevitably from a confusion of ideas 
ma<ie by the unintelligent and the oversealous on either side. While 
on this point, it is my duty to openly avow that our sincerest thanks 
are due to the Princes who decdared in an unfaltering voice that they 
would not care to federate if responsibility were not granted at the 
centre, as also to the Ilritish-owned newspapers in India that have 
truly represented about the national awakening in India, among which 
^he name of one of our own province was so prominently mentioned in 
the Parliament. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion of my hou’ble friend. 
4-45 p.rn. 

Raji Bahadur BHUFENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nathipur; 

\Sir, I cannot allow this opportunity to slip past without expressing 
clearly my views and the views of my fellow landholders of Bengal. I 
cun say without any fear of contradictitm that tlie historit* dedaration 
of the Premier has been generally uppr«*( iat(‘(l by all classes of people. 
I am surprised to find that it is not appreciated by my friend Mr. Bose, 
but he seems to be an exception. I do not say that it has been 
appreciated by one and all, but I say that it lias been generally 
appn‘ciated by all classes of people, wbetlier extremists or moderates, 
Hindus or Mubamiua<lans. The effect of this historical announcement 
and the net ion of His Kxeellency the Vicerov in releasing unconditionally 
some of the leaders of the country beaded by the Mahatma has been 
very great. But, Sir, I am fold that there is some doubt in some 
quarters that this deilarutiori is merely a declaration on paper. But 
this distrust, this suspicion, should be removed, as has been suggested 
by Mr. Prentice and 1 trust tliat good-will will be restored in that 
case. Without good-will, I think, it will not In* possible to achieve the 
end. 

Sir, it is needless to say how very difficult it would be to carry out 
the policy enunciated by the Premier in the face of the agitation and 
opposition set up by some men who do not like that India should get 
her legitimate aspirations fulfilled, via., full Swaraj or Dominion Status. 
As a matter of fact, we find that the Prime Minister 

has had to £kce opposition already, and I hope that he 

will be bold enough in bear the opposition and to see that his policy is 
carried out without further delay, Rlr, although policies may be 
enunciated by higher authorities, in practice we find that executive 
.orders are delayed in giving elfeer to them. As a matter of fact, we 
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Idkiag action with the reault that the ifood effect and charm of their 
IKiiicy were all lost. I hope, Sir, that there will not be any delay and 
that the chaaoes of a settlement will not be lost. Sir, 1 am glad to see 
that His Excelleacy the Viceroy has realised that unleas there is calm 
atmosphere, thin most vital question cannot l)e considered satisfac^torily. 
With this end in view he has released Mahatma Gandhi and other 
leaders of tlie country in order to enable them to take part in the 
deliberations for the introduction of the new reforms. But, Sir, from 
our practical knowledge we find that without the release of other 
political prisoners, exc'^ept those who have been convicted of ai'tual 
violence, it will not be possible to achieve our purpose, llepressive 
lau's should also be kept in aWyunce for the time Incing. 1 quite 
sympathise with what the Hon’ble Mr. Prentme said, vis., that then* 
must be c*o-«peration . I fully agree with him that unless we have 
c(»-o|>eraticjn with all it will not bc‘ possible to ac‘hii»vc* our end. But I 
am rather surprised to hear from him that it will not be* possible to 
release all political prisoners unless the Government receive c^o-operation 
from the other side. His Excellency the Viceroy was at first agreeable 
to release all on condition that the (^ivil Disolmdicuic'e Moveini'nt would 
be called off but he has since realised otherwise and has ordercH) the 
release of some of the leaders (»f the c-oiuitry without any undertaking. 
But the .same old conditions reiterated by thc» llon’lde Member here do 
not improve the situation as they are not in kecqiing with the spirit of His 
Excellency the Vicu^roy’s Inter dec ision. Sir, in this conncu’tion 1 would 
draw the attention of the Government of Bengal and especially of His 
Excellency Sir Stanley Jackson to one vitally important matter. It is 
this, that though the Viccrciy, the (lovernmeiit icf India, or the Premier, 
may lie anxious to liave a settlement, their policy is liindc»red and 
obstructed by the officials — c‘ven the siilMmlinate officials — of the 
Government here. 


(Here the memW having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.] 


Mr. H. i. SUHRAWARDY: I douf»t very much that these 
resolutions, in whatever shape they may l>e carric'd, can have any effect 
whatsoever on the political situation. To put it bluntly, Mr. liamsay 
MacDonald cares little for the co-operation of the IJWals, tlie 
Moderates, the Minorities or the Depressed Classes; he has made a bold 
bid for the co-operation of Mr. Gandhi; and he is waiting to see what 
reaction his offer has on Mr. Gandhi. Tou may be dissatisffed with his 
offer; be cares a rap for your feelings; if Mr. Gandhi is dissatisffed 
with it^ then it will hurt him to the quick. And is it his fault P 
Have tbe Liberals, the Moderates, the Minorities or the Depressed 
daases, doae anything whatsoever to stem the tide of civil disobedience 
agaiiurt which they prolcM to staadf Are you not yoorsell being 
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•wept off your feet, and do you not yourself occasionally put your 
tongue in your cheek and say that this is the only practical way? And 
so your views and our views ipake little or no difference to the political 
situation — unless you have no independent views and fall in line with 
that of Mahatma (landhi — of w'hich the amendment of Dr. Sen Gupta 
is an optimistic anticipation. Now the Prime Minister has gone much 
further than any British statesman. I almost think that carried away 
hy the gust of a generous enthusiasm he has made declarations that 
have taken the British public by surprise — so much so that there is a 
reaction visible in the Conservative camp in spite of an equally generous 
and surprising statement from Mr. Baldw'in. No person, who is a 
seeker after truth, can doubt the sincerity of the Premier — it is writ 
large in every utterance — in the very attitude of the British statesmen 
towards the Indians — and over and above this — over and above the facts 
W’hich speak for themselves — we have the testimony of our own country- 
men who have returned from the Round Table Conference and whom 
you have no business to doubt. But if your mind is warped by your 
passions, if you fail to see the sun through the fog of suspicion and 
distrust, if you close your eyes and your heart at the instance of those 
whose support you cannot afford to alienate, if you wish to play to 
your gallery, then nothing on earth, except the immediate and the 
fullest realisation of your desin's, will carry conviction. Can any one 
deny that w’hen the Round Table Conference met there w*ere grave 
suspicions in the mind of every one as to whether it would achieve 
anything? The civil disobedience gentlemen suggested that it would 
be a failure — and do you not think that you are paying too great a 
oompliment to their political integrity if you hope to hear from them 
that it has achieved something? The others had grave suspicions 
although politi<’al common sense could have taught us that the British 
Government would see that it does not stultify itself by produciug 
nothing after all the measures taken to push it through. Am I 
disclosing any se(*rets of the Indian mind if I say that responsibility 
in the centre, though ardently desired, was believed by us to be an 
unattainable amhitioii, to be achieved after considerably more sacrifices ? 
Can any one truthfully and honestly say that the principles accepted by 
the Prime Minister are not an advance on whatever had been conceded 
hitherto? There have been constructive suggestions put forward, and 
the goal, and the ambition of India, has been defined. If the Conference 
has nof been able to achieve more, has it not been because we ourselves 
have been unable to agree? And ever and ever, will you turn rounds 
in order to hide your sins, your sins of cleavage amongst the peoples, 
and blame the Prime Minister that there has been no change of hearts 
If you are honest and truthful, if your aetion and speeches are not 
meant as political manmuvres, then face the situation boldly, and do 
not attempt to side*track the issue by talking of repression, and 
urithdrawal of measures and release of prisotters. Who is there who 
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4^ not wish that thrae prisoners may be released if it will ease the 
Mtnation* Who is there who wants to keep the Ordinances and the 
mfressire measures for oii«» day lotig«»r if there i« any chanee of a 
settlement? But have you nhown any wish to aettle? Have you not 
deliberately refused to exerrise your abnormally acute political intelli- 
gence unless the atmosphere is made less tense; and at the same time 
do you not say that you will keep up the conflict until the final 
settlement? Have you in the course of your whole experience come 
across a situation when in the name of a settlement you expect the 
opposite sitle to supply you with arms and ammunitions to carry on the 
fight ? You nay on the one hand >ou will rarry on with )our programme 
of civil disobedience; for which you need those thousands of young men 
who have been carrying it on, and for whom that imrtion of the jail 
reserved for A class political prisoners has no terrors; you say on the 
other that in order that you may deliberate in a calm atmosphere these 
young men must he liWrated possibly against their will — and let loose 
again to make the atmosphere tense — and obviously not incarcerated 
any more as long ah you clumse to deliberate. Was there ever a more 
one-sided and deliberately mis('hievous propaganda? And yet the whole 
thing sounds so nice that every one jumps at it. To-day I feel sure 
the British Government would bberate all those happy and willing 
guests of His Majesty the King, who are sucli a burden on the 
Exchequer in these hard times, if it will ease the situation and not 
make it worse, if the ('ivii disobedience movement is called off and these 
young men are not utilised to make the situation worse. Indeed T have 
always felt that the situation will not l>e faced boldly and truthfully — 
but will be side-tracked by some such political muncpuvre. You W'ill 
pick upon the act.s of some person somewhere, and hold the British 
Goxernment responsible for it — and by clouding the issue refuse t 4 ) 
undertake your responsibilities? And what are those responsihilittes? 
Can .^'ou ever get self-government if you do not keep your own house in 
order? You are blind if you think that once there is a /ntf accompli 
it will l>e accepted by all. The Britisher may accept it if his Govern- 
ment so wills it — but I xvish to assure you that the Mussalman, supine 
though he is, used as he is to af'cept the situation forced on him without 
demur, within your clutches though be may he, economically, socially 
and politically, will not accept a position in which his rights as a 
community have not been safeguarded. The Prime Minister and Mr. 
Gandhi may arrange amongst themselves; you may use the British 
force and the Indian army to compel the Mussalman to accept the new 
Indian constitution in which you are all in all ; hut do not l>elieve for a 
moment that you will be able to subdue us, and that you will be able 
to have 'a measure of self-government without Muslim co-operation. 
The Hindus and the Muslims must come to terms amongst themselves; 
otherwise your Dominion status is a sham. I declare that the half- 
hearted dedaration of the Prime Minister — the flve-leiier declaration— 
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that the rights of minorities will be safeguarded — has not satisfied us. 
We expected a fuller statement. TVe feel that he has succumbed to the 
tall talk of unanimity on the general administration and the general 
question of responsibility, and not realised that one without the other is 
una*u:eptable. The only thing which can justify you in ignoring the 
question is that the mutual distrust and suspicion between the two 
communities has no foundation in fact and is fostered by the Britisher. 
It cannot be denied that it may be in the interest of Mr. Churchill and 
the like to foster it ; but there can be no doubt that the suspicion and 
distrust is too real and genuine to need the intervention of a third 
party. 

[Here the member having rea<*hed his time-limit, resumed his seat.] 
5 p.m. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Mr. President, Sir, 
after the most exhilarating and .soul-stirring speech made by Mr. 
Jitendralal Baiinerjee, it may be presumptuous on my part to speak on 
this questi(m, but considering the momentous issues involved, I desire 
to say only a few words and shall try to be as brief as possible. We 
have after all had a lengthy, albeit interesting, debate on the question 
before the House. The movers of the motions hav(‘ given us an outline 
of what should Ik* our attitude towards the Prime Minister’s declaration. 
The party leaders hkve also spoken. Tlie Hon’ble Mr. l^rentice has 
presented to us the (lovernment point of view. Mr. Jitendralal 
Banner jee has spoken in his usual way and has not spared even Mahatma 
(lundhi, the high priest of Indian nationalism, in regard to his eleven 
points; he has also <*hara<terise<l the Premier’s statement as sincere, I 
think that is also the opinion shared by the majority of the members of 
this House, 

The motions before us are ven modest oiie‘< ; they re<‘ognisc the 
satisfactory nature of the Premier’s declaration and offer the 
co-operation of the House in the working out of the details of the 
scheme outlined by the Premier. This is an attitude for which none 
should have any complaint. Those of us who have closely studied the 
statement made by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald on behalf of His Majesty*s 
(lovernment must have found three broad principles therein, vi*., 
reconstruction of the Indian Constitution on a federal basis, full 
responsibility in the provinces and the principle of responsibility in the 
centre and pnitection of the interests of minorities. Recognition of 
thesii principles brings the substance of freedom and the working out 
of the constitniion based on them will bring about the consummation of 
the ideals of Nationalist India. Sir, recognition has come from the 
Premier and the will to work out the constitution should emanate from 
Us, from the Nationalists of India and from the people at large. 
Without mealing the mystery of the cupboard of the constitufioiial 
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kw, I may tell you, Sir, that aafe^rnards mean nothing aerious where 
lha principle of reaponaihilitv atanda reeogniaed and if the aafeguarda 
eaa conspire to defeat the objective of responsible government, then the 
responsible government Itecomen a sham. Sir, we . have it on the 
authority of the Premier that nothing would l>e done to prejudic'e the 
principle of self-government to which the British Nation stands pledged. 
The Premier himself has said that safeguard is an ugly word; but it ia 
necessary on the part of the representative *if the Crown to rnttiutaiii 
law and order in the event of a constitutional breakdown ; it is niM'esaary 
to maintain the stability and prestige of the Indian market : it is 
necessary for the protection of minority interests. The students of 
constitutional history know that all these safeguards are l>enefi<‘ial in 
the interest not of the ruler but of the ruled. They furthermore know' 
that in the w'orking of the constitution it is mutual confidence that 
becomes the greatest asset of a nation; it is honest difference that 
energises but leads to no disruption. The people forget sufegunrds or 
the safeguards forget the people; the safeguards imdt aw'uy into the 
background occasionally brought forward hy research students in 
constitutional history. We nc^ed not he frightened by them; w(* should 
welcome the broad principles of the Premier’s statement which 
unequivoc-ally gives us what we are fighting for. The Nehru Iteport 
gave us the same principles. The Premier’s statement embodying the 
bare outline* on which the constitutional structure will be built In far 
in advance of the Simon Report, the (lovernnicuit of India’s despatch 
and the (Vntral (’oiumittee’s Report. 

Sir, it appears tliat thc»re is. outside this House, an eli*mcnt of 
pessimism which stands in the way of assessing the Premier’s statement 
at it.s true worth ; there has been an ahnormal horror for the clauses 
“safeguards,” there has been twisting of the Premier’s sincerity us 
diplomacy; there has Imoii studied attempt to inisiiiteriiret the 
declaration which is supported hy all parties in Great Britain. Sir, 
to study a thing properly, we must disabuse our minds of all 
prejudices. The Premier’s statement breathes an air of sincerity; 
there is no shilly-shallying; the principle of self-government stands 
recognised in clear ti»rms. There might he grievances ahoiit the 
detaila; but what was the good of apprehending things?' Tl»e vvry 
fact of “apprehension” shows that the atmosphere of confidence has 
not pervaded through the whole region. It is confidence that creates, 
it is enmity that destroys; it is hope that builds — it is despair that 
wrecks; it is friendliness that brings joy, it is hostility that adds to 
one’s miseries. Sir, frank gesture has come and frank response should 
go. There are moments which once missed never come, and there are 
momenta which once missed wotfld recoil on you with vengeance. If 
we reject the offer, suspicion and distrust will blacken the iul»seqtient 
events. Sir, I ad<kess this appeal from the floor of this House that let 
not nny interest except the interest of the country cloud our judgment. 
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t appeal to my Hindu and Moslem brethren not to complicate issnea 
ty bringing in questions which concern a particular community or a 
particular class of people. Let us welcome what has been fore- 
shadowed in the Premier’s declaration and demand more which will 
lead us to the promised land. The Premier’s statement announces the 
dawn of mutual confidence and trust and none should wreck it 

[Here the member having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.] 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I do not wish to 
take up much time of tlie Council. T associate myself whole-heartedly 
in the welcome that has been offered from different sections of the 
House for the historic pronouncement of the Premier. It is in the 
fitness of things that we in entering this Chamber should have an 
opportunity of welcoming the Premier’s pronouncement. No less it is 
important that w'e may have an opportunity to offer our full and 
detailed views in reft^rence to the pronouncement. If the Prime 
Minister’s pronouncement has been made historic, the discussions on 
the floor of the House have clarified the position further and the 
amount of distrust and suspicion that was raging round this question 
has also been cleared up to a great extent. 1 was one of the 23 
members of the Moslem League who negotiated in the all-parties’ 
convention. Even there I did not hear such a broadminded and 
statesmanlike utterance as I heard to-day from Mr. T. X. Basu, and 
I congratulate him on behalf of myself and on behalf of this section 
of the House. If the whole liiitdu-Muhammadan <]uestion is really 
approached from that standpoint and not from any narrow standpoint, 
I Itelieve a real solution of the difficult situation will be arrived at. 
At the same time I must say that this discussion has given us valuable 
aid in appn)a<‘hing the whole problem, viz., the different angles in 
which the Premier's announcement can be approached, so that we can 
prepare our future constructive programme. I would only conclude 
by saying that in any future constitution that can be made one fact 
should be rwawnbered and that is — whatever may be the nature of the 
constitution the real constitution is in ourselves, entirely in our hands. 
(Hear, hear.) Other Governments, other people, might render us a 
little aid, a little help, a little encouragement, but that does not go 
much deep. What matters is that the solution lies entirely with us. 
If the Hiudu-Muhammadan question can be solved by us and public 
opinion can be raised to a level that it should be possible to remove 
tbe spirit of suspicion and distrust from future politics, I believe it is 
then that the i Teal constitution of India will be laid. 

Mtll HIINUMAM FBOSAD FODDAR: Sir, in pronounetng tbe 
Bound Table Conference a success and the Premier’s declaration of 
pcdlcy on bebalf of the British Govemment worthy of a|iipreeintiom» 
we ehall fail to do full justice to the august leaders of Britkh pobtioal 
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5«rtie8» if we do not recognise the fact that the preaent offer, as it is 
(euphemistically called, is not the outcome of the quality of mercy 
'which is not strained. On the contrary, what constitutes its chief 
merit is that it has not dropped like gentle rain from heaven upon the 
place beneath. That is the chief distinction, to all observant critics, 
between the present offer and its predecessors. That is its lack of 
condescension and that fact is writ large on all the sjM»eches of Mr. 
Ramsay MacDonald and sjHM'ially those of Mr, W. Henn, in connection 
with the Round Table Conference. The Hritisher, Sir, has never l>een a 
victim of sentiment, even the much-vaunted abolition of the slave-trade, 
if John Morley is to be believed, having lieen motived by the wonomic 
consideration that fret* labour was cheaper than slave-labour, Clarksons 
and Wilberforces notwithstanding. So this decision to transfer ths 
responsibility of governing India from a liack-bouse of Westminster 
to the pt'opb* of India, however crude and nebulous at the t*ewtre for 
the present, must have Iwen taken at the dictate of a similar considera- 
tion that India free would he nu»re helpful than India dependent. 
With Rudyard Kipling leading an absolutely cloistered life and 
affecting the ways of Mahatma (landhi, the whiteman is getting quite 
sick of the burden, which with its old ino<*ence and imponderability 
gone, vHeeiiis to have no longer any fascination for him. Though Lloyd 
(leorges may still harp on the old daughter of trusteeship and 
Churchilites may still swear by the tiger qualities of the Briton, a 
distinct ihange seems to have come over the dream of the hard-headed 
businessman who counts and who rises every fine morning to discover 
a widening hole in his pocket. There, Sir, lie the Inttm fidn of this 
offer, its guarantee against remaining a pious wish on paper. We 
welcome the offer, we appretdate it, in spite of the unnumbered safe- 
guards and spe<'ial powers for which even the Prime Minister had his 
ill-<*oncealed abhorrence. Any way, the vision of a free and united 
India is officially there. A liberated and federated India! How it 
edihes? How it strengthens, even if just emerging out of dreamland 
and awaiting complete materialisation ! Sir, it at once changes the 
whole tone of the atmosphere. Hold indeed would lie the Viceroy, 
who under the present-time spirit and surrounded by the pick of a 
greater India, from the pala<*e to the cottage, will dare to lay his hand 
on the scabbard of reserved powers in season and out of season to 
render responsibility ougator)*. 1 am emboldened to hope that even 
in this Chamber with a sense of responsibility, the Home Member, to 
whatever nic^ he might belong, would be found to be exori'ised of his 
bugbear of every bit of national flag and every knot of peaceful 
college young men. He would cease to discover a tiger in every bush 
and storm-centre in every small innocent phenomenon. And all this 
because India is out to earn what she desires. The Prime Miniater’s 
4eclaraii<m may be compared to ibe mirror of a semi-historical legend. 
When most of the Gree village-states become iadependeat, only ons 
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village could not throw off its yoke of subjection. A boy 
inhabitant of the village went almost mad under the great humQiatioh. 
He felt it shocking that while all the surrounding villages were 
breathing the air of freedom, his own native \nllage alone ate the 
bread of subjetjtion. He ran from post to pillar and pillar to post to 
raise him a saviour of his native place. At last a veteran of the place 
who lived up in the hills and daily watched the earnestness and intense 
will-to-freedom of the boy, descried in him the future saviour of the 
place. He then came down to the boy and gave him the following 
advice: “Pray for seven days in yon temple and then cm the eighth 
seek for the man whose likeness I am now giving you. If you con- 
tinue this for six months, your saviour is sure to appear at the end 
of the time.” The Iwy did as he was told, but in all his weekly 
searches he could not even trace the ghost of the man who, according 
to his old adviser, was to appear amongst them to free their village. 
The boy was getting despondent. The old man came to him for the 
last time and when rated for his false promises he took his mirror from 
his pocket and held it before the boy’s face, to make liiiii feel that the 
saviour was going to be no other than tlie boy himself. Mr. Ramsay 
MacDonald, the man of affairs that he is, the deep student of history 
that he really happens to l>e, the old acquaintance of India since the 
partition days, could not hut discover in the present-day-young-India, 
w'ith its earnestness and will-to-freedom, the certain saviour of the 
country. And his declaration means nothing more or less than this. 
In it he has repeatedly and emphatically said that in the framing and 
exercise of special powers care >vill be taken to see that progress to 
real responsibility is not in any way imperilled. It may be said that 
profession is not practice. But what are we for, if we c annot CH>mpel 
practic'eK No declaration or constitution will htdp us, unless we 
develop the necessary manhood. Here also the Prime Minister has 
been quite frank. He has told us in so many words that his declaration 
will remain a mere declaration unless there is organization, strength of 
will and auocessful leadership to have it translated inR> action. The 
British statesmt^n have done what they could do and the balance remains 
with us. One word more almut the sincerity of the policy as it strikes 
me, and I have done. There is one acid test of the whole Round Table 
business. It is no use concealing the fact that all this talk of respon- 
sibility is sound and fury signifying nothing so long as India is not 
made to defend herself and the sincerity of the policy which is being 
enunciated will depend upon how soon we are going to take up under it 
our own defence in our ow’n hands. Of course, there is bound to be » 
transitional period and during this period we cannot hope to be our- 
selves ill every respMit having regard to our past history of two hundred 
years 

{Here the member having reached hia time-linitt resumed lum neat#] 





*9W 


mij 

&»I5 p.m. 


Mr* R« HAITI: Sir, by the re(M)lutiou o! Mr. 8. M. Bose we have 
keen asked to give our opinion whether are prepared to place on 
record our appre<Matioii of the declaration of policy made by the Premier 
on the 19th January last at the Round Table Conference, which is likely 
to satisfy the Indian aspirations, and whether wo are willing ta 
co-operate in the working out of the details of the sc'heme outlined by 
the Premier. I must say that the Premier’s declaration as a whole ia 
no doubt a great advance upon the policy which has so long been 
pursued by the Government in this country. It sounds very well Uy 
talk of responsibility at the centre and autonomy in the provinces, but 
it is rather premature to say now whether this is likely to satisfy the 
Indian aspirations unless and until (he w'hole scheme, ns outlined by 
the Premier, has been fully examined in all its perspective by the 
people for whom it is made. Xow the question is whether the Govern- 
ment of our country has offered opportunities to the pc*ople to c'onsider 
it in a culm and peaceful atmosphere. After the declaration of the 
Premier, we thought there had been some change in tlie attitude of thc» 
Government, but when we look round and see the things for ourselves 
we become hopelessly pessimistic about it and cannot think for a 
moment that a calm atmosphere has at all l)een created fc»r the considera- 
tion of the most important issue which is now' before the country. 
Repre.ssion is still going on with all its fury and some of the ordinances 
are still at work contributing its heavy toll into the jail. 


Well, Sir, many speakers have just now spoken of the police* 
excesses and highhandedness of the executive officers in C’ah'titiu ancf 
elsewhere. I may also be la<‘king in the di.scharge of my duties if I d(^ 
not bring forward before this House the recent happtuiings in my 
district of Midnapore — not to speak of many other such excesM^s whicb 
happened some time ago and which are very well-known to the members 
of this House. 

In my district, Sir, s<»me 4f> houses have l>een declared as the 
*'notifie<l places” under the Unlawful Asscx iution Ordinances, t.c., the 
Ordinance No. IX of 19.‘10 by the notifications in the CalruUu Gazette^ 
and possession has been taken of those houses by the authorities with 
all the movables found therein after evicting the inmates including 
women and children from their respective houses. This is not all. 
After taking possession, the police has l>een posted to guard over the* 
premises. 

In some of these coses the notifications include gardens, tanks,, 
granneries, family thakurbaries temples) and inner apartments^ 
where the respectable Hindu purdahnann ladies live with their ehtldreb. 
It is rather inconceivable that those places ooutd ever be used lor 
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purpoHeH of unlawful aHsociatiouB ; we do not know whether there haa 
been any proper and independent inquiries made in these cases before 
they were declared as such and it would be really interesting to know 
whether the informations supplied to the authorities regarding those 
houses were mutually based upon the personal knowledge of some respon- 
sible officers or derived from a source of some questionable character. 

Now, Sir, the case of Babu Upendra Nath Maiti, President of the 
Midnapore Bar Association, is a typical instance of the overzealous 
executive zoolum displayed after the Premier’s announcement made on 
the 19th January last. His two houses — one in his native village 
and another in the town of Midnapore w'here he practises — were 
declared as the notified places by the extraordinary issue of the Calcutta 
Gazette, dated the 27th January last, and the possession was taken of 
his town residence all on a sudden in the morning of the 28th January 
with all the movables, even before the said Gazette reached Midnapcire. 
Again, the funniest part of it was that the Magistrate authorises in 
writing the officer who was deputed to take possession of the house, on 
the evening of the 27th January, when I am told the extraordinary 
issue of the Calcutta Gazette containing sucdi notification was then being 
printed in (’alcuttu, though its arrival in Miilnapore on the same day 
was altogether out of question. All bis movables, including several 
almirahs containing the law books which are used for carrying on his 
professional business, were seiaed and sealed; his motor garage with 
the motor <’ar was also locked up, in spite of his pointing out the fact 
to the said officer that this was not specified in the notification. 
However, he had to vacate his house forthwith at the bidding of the 
authorities with the females and the children and find a shelter 
elsewhere. 

Many families have tluis Wn driven away out of their houses and 
thrtiwn destitute upon the world. Has the Government cared to know 
whether or not they have got any shelter for their ladies and children? 
No, never. Is it the intention of the Government to treat the people 
as foreigners in their own country, especially in their own homes which 
are usually considered to be their own castles? Does not the Govern- 
ment think that they thereby make themselves liable to l>e prosecuted 
under se<;tion 109, Criminal Proceed ure Code, for having no ostensible 
means of livelihood if they are found to have been loitering al>out 
without finding a shelter for themselves? I am sure that no civilised 
Ooverumeut of any country could ever think of such a brutal and 
oppressive action to be taken against the people over whom they have 
been called up(m to rule. If there was any such trouble in those 
houses, it eould have been easily avoided by placing police guards in the 
premises, as is now being done after taking possession of the houses. 
This course of action would bave served the purpose of the Oovemtaent 
without having reoourae to such drastic steps. By taking sudi st^ 
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ffron sft^r that memorable fieolaration. you are practically ma kiitg the 
IMple exaaperated. Can this lead to create an atmosphere in the 
country for calm and dispassionate consideration of the announcement 
made by the Premier? I am sure every one of us on the floor of this 
House will emphatically declare that it will not. If you are really 
anxious to brinjr alK)ut a peaceful atmosphere, do it with all earnestness 
and not in a half-heurte<l spirit w) that we can see for ourselves u'hether 
we are in a {position to co-<iperafe in the working out of the details of 
the scheme outlinnl by the Premier, I must, therefore, urge that all 
political prisoners should l>e at once release<l ; ordinances withdrawn 
forthwith; all repressive measures stoppeil immediately and over and 
above all, the ban on the houses de<dared unlawful removed at once 
restoring possession thereof to the respective f>wners. Then the people 
will be in a jMwition to appreciate the practical demonstration of your 
change of heart and will try to approach the subject under ('(uisideration 
in H fpiite conciliatory manner. 

[Here the ineiiil»er liaving reached his time>limit, resumed his seat.] 


Mr. PRESIDENTS 1 must now dose the debate. 


Mr. S. M. BOSE: May I liave your leave to withdraw my motion? 

The motion of Mr. S. M. Hose was then, by leave of the (’ouncil, 
withdrawn. 

The amendment to the motion of Mr. S. M. Hose standing in the 
name of Dr. Nuresh Chandra Sen (fupta was then, by leave of the 
Council, w’ithdrawn. 


Mr. P. N. CUHA: I wish to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr, P. N. (fuha was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

The amendment to the motion of Mr. P. N. Giiha standing in the 
name of Dr. Narcsh Chandra Sen Gupta was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The amendmeni to the motion of Mr. J. N. Gupta standing in the 
name of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta w'as then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The amendments to the tnotious of Messrs. S. M. Bose, P. N, Guha 
and J. N. Gupta standing in the name of Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan 
were then, by leave of the (Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. J. N. Gupta was then put and agreed to. 


The Council wm then adjourned till p.m., on Wednesday » the 
11th February, 1931, at the Council Houae, Calcutta. 
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FrMMMifigt of the Bengal Legieiitive Oomioil ateemliM iNNier Bit 
provieiofii of the Goverimieiit of Imlii Aot. 

The Council met in the (youneil Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 11th February, 1931, at 2-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmath4 Nath Ray 
Chavdiiuri, kt,, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 115 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or Affirnuition. 

The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown ; — 

Mr. J. A. li. Swan, <m.e. 


Starred QuMtions 
(to which oral answers were given). 

Mr. Addams Williams, C.I.E., term of his appointment as Chief 
Engineer. 

•47. Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJIs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charjre of the Irripration Department be pleased to 
Jit ate whether it is a fot't that the Chief Enjrineer Mr. Addams 
Williams has held his present po.st for about a decade as shown in the 
Civil List? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the tenure of the appointment is only lor 
five years? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state— 

(i) for whai further period Government intends to retain him in 
his present post; and 

(it) whether Government proposes to appoint him to an equally 
responsible position which may be created in the near 
future f 
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MEliBER in eluirgt of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tlii Noii^Mo 
Eir AbEilkoriili Cfimiiivi): («) No. Mr. Addams WiUmma, 
Ci.E.) waa appointed Chief Engineer of the Irrigation Department on 
26th September, 1921, with effect from Kith Septemlier, 1920, but he 
did not take charge till 28th September, 1921. He held the post from 
28th September, 1921, to 9th l)e<-ember, 1921, and from 9th March, 
1924, to Slst January, 1931 : during the intervening pt*riod he wa» on 
special duty as Chief Engineer of the Grand Trunk Canal. 

(6) Yes, unless reap|)ointed. 

(c) (t) For no further period. 

(ft) No such proj>osul is under contemplation. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hon hie 

Member be pleased to state, in refereiH‘e 1(» his answer (h), whether 
Mr. Addams Williams was reap{K>inted after the first five years that he 
held charge of the department as Chief Engineer}' 

Tho Hofi’blo AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: He did not 

ludd charge of his office for five years at a time. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl: With reference to 
the answer to question (c> (/i, who is going to he appointed in place 
of Mr. Addams Williams}' 

Tha Hofi’hia AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The questi<m 
does not arise. 

Mauivi BYED MAdID BAK8H: Will the Hon'hle Member be 
pleased to .state what are the engineering (puilifif’ations of Mr. Addams 
Williams}' 

Tha Hofi’IHf AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I must 
refer the member to the iwwks of reference for his answer. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Will the Hon'hle Member be 
pleased to state if the perimi from the 9th March, 1924, to 31st 
January, 1931, is less than five years? 

(No reply.) 

Adviatry C aw nit taa undar liMian BliM VaifiM Aat 

m BNIn SATYENDRA KUMAR OABf (a) U the Hon'bie 
Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that a **rate*war*' 



QUESTIONS. 


[IIth Fbb., 


exifftD or existed for some time in the district of Daccn between 
Messrs. I. G. N. & Railway Co., Ltd., and Messrs. R. 8. N. Co., Ltd., 
on the one hand and sc)rae of the Indian companies on the other? 

(h) If so, has any action been taken by Government under the pro- 
visions of the Inland Steam Vessels (Amendment) Act, 1930 (Act XIII 
of 1930 ) ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

(/) that four members of the Bengal Legislative Council made a 
representation to the Government for the early appointment 
of an advisory committee; and 

(ii) that Messrs. Dass Brothers, Managing Agents of the Pioneer 
Motor Boat Co., Dacca, submitted a representation enclos- 
ing a pamphlet entitled “The Rate-War*^ to His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal for the immediate appointment of an 
advisory committee under section 54B of Act XIII of 1930? 

(d) If the answer to (c) (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whethei any advisory committee has been 
appointed P 

(e) If so, have any rules been framed providing for the appoint- 
ment, constitution, procedure and function of the said committee? 

(/) If no committee has Wen appointed, when is it likely to be 
appointed ? 


MEMBER in oharge of MARINE* DEPARTMENT (tho HoiPMo 
Mffl Ai Marr): {a) Certain representations have been received on the 
subject. 

(6) Under section 54 (A) of the Inland Steam Vessels Act it is the 
province of the Governor-General in Council to take action regarding 
the fixation oL maximum and minimum rates. The representations 
which have been received have, therefore, been forwarded to the 
Government of India. 

(c) (t) Yes. 

(it) No. The letter of Messrs. Dass Brothers referred not to the 
appointment of an advisory committee but to rates. 

(d) , (e) and (/) The question of the appointment of advisory com- 
mittees is under the consideration of the local Government. 


Mm iATVJINfEMIIh^KUMAR DAB: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
. oharge of the Marine Department be pleased to atnto whmi the 
advisory comaiillaes wiB be appointed? 
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The HonHlIt Mr* A* MARRs I cannot any at present. 

Rat RaKadur KEiHAB OHANfiRA BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleajued to ntate whether any information ha» Wen m^eivet! 
from the Government of India as to the action they propose to take in 
this matter? 

Th# Hofi’bia Mr. A. MARR: No. 

Rat Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJIs Will the llon’ble 
Member be pleased to .state when the advisory eommitt«*es are likely to 
be appointed? 


Tht Han'bla Mr. A. MARRs 1 cannot say. 


Babtt Hamandra Nath Nandy, Wardi Dafiuty Oallaalor, Alipara. 

^49. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR GUHA: (n) Will the Hon'bW 
Member in charfre of the Ap)i<Mntiiient Department be pleased to state 
the usual term of office for Executive officers, specially of Deputy 
(Vdlectors at Alijwre (24-Parganas) ? 

(b) Is it a fact that this station is irenerully reserved for senior 
officers of Western BenKal, specially of Calcutta, and its neighbouriiiff 
districts? 

(c) Will the Hon 'hie Member he pleased to state the term of office 
of Babu Hemendra Nath Nandy, Wards Deputy Collector, at Alijior©? 

(d) Is it a fact that he has overstayed the usual term ? 

(e) If the reply to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MEMiBR ill Muirft of APPOINTMiNT DBPARTMBNT (tilt 
MiOHrtt Mr. W. D. R. Prontiot): (a) There are no definite orders ojk 
the subject, but officers in the general line are not ordinarily kept in. 
one district for more than three years. 

<^) No, 

(e) Vide (a). 

(i) He has been at Alipore for just over three years. 

(s) Administrative convenience. 
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SheriNir intfifMfiiltiit Bmlu 

*S«, Mtuivi AZIZUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(i) that the jurisdiction of the Sherpur Independent Criminal 
Bench comprises four thanas; 

(it) that the litigant public are almost all the Muhammadan 
tenants; and 

(ill) that the presiding officers of the Bench are either local 
xumindars or their managers!^ 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
n first class Stipendiary Magistrate at the head of the Honorary' 
Magistrates or abolishing the Bench altogether? 

MEMBER in oharge of dUDIGIAL DEPARTMENT (tlio Hofi«bli 
Mr. W. D. R. Prontioe): (a) (t) Yes. 

(it) Yes; a large pro|>ortion of the litigant public are Muham^ 
mndan tenants. 

(ill) No. Three are zamindars, one is a zamindar’s manager. 
The other is the local sub-inspector of schools. 

(b) No. 


PropOMd rniood ptatforms M iUtion BanMbati on East Indian Railwny. 

^51. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: (a) With reference 
to the reply to unstiuretl (piestioii No. on the llth August, 1930, 
will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) 
IVjmrtment l>e pleased to state whether the Riiilway Advisor^' 
Committee have expressed any opinion on the communication from 
ibis Government ? 

(6) If so, what is their recommendation? 

MEMBER in olMirgt of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART* 
MBNT (tllO Hon’IMo Mr. A. Marr): (a) and (b) The Agent, East 
Indian Railway, who is Chairman of the Railway Advisory Committee, 
has informed Government that the questibn of providing raised 
platforms at stations on the East Indian Railway has frequently been 
discussed at Advisory Committee meetings when members were told 
that such facilities were provided at stations in accordance with the 
density of passenger traffic at each station. He has also stated that 
there are several stations which deserve prior consideration to 
Bansabatii which has been placed eighth on the list. 
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^ MUNiilORA Oil RAI MAHAMlS Will the Hon*bb Member be 
to state whether the density of passeu^r traffic at Banaabati 
ia not greater than that at any other station ^ 


The Hoffhle Mr. A. MARR; I have no information. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAi MAHASAI: Will the Hon’ble Memlmr lie 
pleased to ftixe an idea a?* to when the eunstruction of this phitfomi is 
expe<'ted to he taken upy 

Tht Hofi’ble Mr. A. MARR: I raiinot possibly say; it dejHMuls on 
the proviniou of funds. 


Free primary schools lor girls. 

*52. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: {a) Will the Hon'bte 
Minister in th.n^e <d the Kdueniion Depaiimenl In* fileased to state 
whether it is the intention of (toveiuineiit to establish iui>re free 
primary si-hools fi>r girK within the next otfieial year}' 

(h) If so. will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state ibo inimlier 
of such pro|M)sed scIhmiIs}' 

MINISTER in ofiargc of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Iho 
Hon’blo Mr. Khwaja Naztmudtfin): to) No. 

I)(tes not arise. 


Parsons amployod in indtistriai ooneomt. 

*53. BMni SATYENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Has the attention 
of the Ifon’ble Memlier in charge of the (’oniinerce Deiwitment been 
drawn to the fact that a large number of iiersomi employed in 
industrial concerns in and around Calcutta have recently lieen thrown 
out of employment}' 

(h) What measures have been, or are intended to lie, taken to 
relieve the distreas of such persons ? 

MEMBER ill aliarga of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (tfia Hon’bla 
Mr* A. Marr)S (o) Xo specific representations have lieen received on 
the subject) but it is a fact that, owing to the prevailing trade 
depreasioA, a certain number of persons employed in industrial concerns 
In and around Calcutta have been thrown out of employment during 
the past year. 


10 
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(b) Government do net propose to take any measures. Tke 
majority of the persons concerned belong to other provinces and have 
gone back to their homes. 


Claiiifloitiofi of political prisonors. 

*84. MmiSATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state in how many cases, since the inauguration of the new 
jail rules, the Goveniinent have refused to confirm the recommendations 
and orders of the trying Magistrates in the matter of assigning divisions 
to political prisoners 

(h) Is it a fact that the Government have in the majority of cases^ 
if not in all, reversed the orders of the trying Magistrates by placing 
political prisoners in tJie divisions next lower to that recommended by 
the trying Magistrates? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Memlier Ik* pleased to state — 

(i) in how many cases prisoners have appealed against the orders 

of the trying Magistrates in the matter of allotment of 
divisions ; 

(ii) in how many cases have suf^h appeals been allowed ; 

(tit) whether any inquiry is made by the trying Magistrates regard- 
ing the circum stances and social status of the political 
pristmers l)efore orders regarding divisions are passed ; and 

(ir) whether any note is made of such inquiries? 

MEMBER in ohirgo of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon'lilo Sir ProwaoH Ghuiidor Mittor): (Vi) The information is not 
available and (*ould only be obtained by a laborious examination of a 
very large number of cases which, Government regret, they are not 
prepared to undertake. 

(b) No. 

(c) (i) and (»i) The member is referred to the answer given to (a) 
above. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(ft?) When forwarding their recommendations they report the 
grounds on which they are based. 

Mr. BNAI^i BHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Government is aware of the bittemees of 
feeling on aceooAt of certain ladj-iutya^ht prisoners being placed 
in the third d|f|liion? 
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if i#. I'RBtiBfellT: That question in very vague. 

•tbfi 8ATI8H OHANORA RAY OHOWDHURYS Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there are some cases in 
which the recommendations of the trjing Magistrate have not been 
given eftect to, and the prisoners have been placed in the lower 
division ? 

Tha Hon’bia 8ir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTERt Ten. Tho 
reason is this; in some eases they have been promoted and in some 
cases brought down. We have trie<l to observe uniformity as far as 
possible. 

BlOKt 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs Will the Hon bio 

Menil>er be pleased to state whether in reversing the recommendations 
of the trying Magistrate any principle has been observed? 


Tht Hoffllio Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MtTTtRs Yes, so far as 
possible on meagre materials. 

Kumar SHIS SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will tbe Hon ble Member 

be pleased to state whether the Polilienl ]>epartment of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have any say in the matter? 

The Hon’Illa Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTERt No, not in the 

case of convicted prisoners. 


Ufiitiurrili QumtlMis 

(aunvars to whMi wort laM on tlio talHo). 

SonatoriM for tulioroulaila patfonto. 

8S. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will tbe Hon^le 
Minister in charge of the I^ocal Self-Qoveriunent Department be 
pleased to state whether any steps whatsoever have been taken to 
establish a sanatorium for tuberculosis patients? 

(b) If so, what are the steps taken? 

(c) If no steps have yet been taken, will the Hon ’ble Minister be 
pleased to state tbe reasons therefor? 
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MINItTEII In 0 liir«t nf LOCAL SCLF-COV6IIIIIICNT OCMRT. 
MENT (tli« Hoii’blE Mr. iijfy PriMil Singli (a) to (c) The 

member is referred to the reply to his unstarred question No. 51 at the 
last Session of the liejrislative Council. The position remains the same. 

Raaruitmant of oulHfiipootori iiul asoiotant auMnopaotort of polioo 
from Tangail and damalpur, 

26. Mauivi AZiZUfI RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Dp])artment be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing from 1921 the respective number of — 

(7) Hindu, and 
(2) Muhammadan 

sub-inspectors and assistant sub-inspectors of police recruited from the 
Tangail and damalpur sub^livisions of the Mymensingh district? 

MEMBER in ohargo of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): Government are not in possession of the 
information required, nor are they prepared to order the detailed 
inquiries necessary to supply it. 

Rivor Titaa. 

27. Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon^ble MemWr in charge of the Irrigation Department l>een drawn to 
the resolution of the wond general meeting «>f the North Tippera 
Tenants’ Welfare Association held on the 2nd January' last pointing to 
the silting up of the river Titas, menacing the tratle of jute centre 
Akhaura on the Assam-Bengal Railway? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble MemW aware that the silting up of the river 
is affecting the communication, health and crops of the localities of an 
eixteusit^ area intersected bv this river? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(i) holding an inquiry into the condition of this river; and 
(it) of taking steps to dredge the same? 

TiM Hon'bla AlhadJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) (t) The, Executive Engineer, Khulna Division, has been making 
an investigation and a report on the matter will soon he submitted to 
Ooremment. 

(it) No. 
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n. MaiilVi ABDUL HAMIO SHAH: Will tbe Minister 

in charge of the Education Deiwrtment W ideaaed to state — 

^f) the number of professors iu the Dacca Training t.'ollege; and 
(it) how many of them are — 

(7) Christians, 

(ii) Hindus, and 
(J) Musalmaiis? 

Tlw Hon’Me Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDtN: Tluee including 

one temporary Bengal Kduc«ti(»nnl Service |a»st created against the 
Indian E<lucati(>nal Service vacancy in the of Vi( c-Principid <rf 
the College. 

Hi) (7) Nil. 

{ 2 ) d. 

(3) Nil. 

Reveiiun from Judicial and nofi^Judtolal atampi and cxoiia. 

29. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the HoiPble Member 
in charge of the Finance Dejiorlment be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the anunint of revenue derived during the months 
of July to DiM-ember in the yeirrs lft28, ltl2fl and 1930 from — 

(o) judicial and non-judicial stamjw; and 
(b) excise? 

MBMBER In otiarge of FIHANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hoii*blo 
Mr* A* Marr): (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the table. 



it referred to t« the reply to unttarred queetien iVo. 
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lil|prt •! tha Bangil Ligitlativf Committet on Pubtio Aooowiti on Rio 
Appropriation Aooonntt for 102840. 


Tlio Hon*lilO iir. A. MAlIRs I V>ef? t<» prewnt the report of the 
Bengal Legislative Committee on BiiMie Arnniuts on the Appropriation 
Accounts for the year 19?8-29. 


Kumar OHIO OHEKHAREOWAR RAY. On a point of ortler, Sir. 
What is the protedure}' Aie the menihei^s entitled to dis'iiHs this 
report ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The procedure was laid down hy me some time 
ago. It is this : (hat no motion could l>e presented to the House in 
regard to this, hut a general discnssicm was permissihle. Would you 
like to say anything ahout this? 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAYS No. i was not aware of 
this. 

2-45 p.m. 

Exoms Crania. 


20.— Intarmt on ottiar obligations. 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. MARR: Hefore 1 move the actual demands, 
Si:’, with your j>eiinissi(»n, 1 should like to ri'peat what I said lust year 
regarding tliese excess gnmts. After the budget year is finished, the 
accounts are made up by the Accountant (leiieial and if he finds (hat 
any grant in the budget has l>een exceedefl, he brings the fact to the 
notice of Government and it is one <»f the principal duties of the 
Committee on Public Accounts of this House to examine into these 
exj’essses and satisfy itself of the causes of the excesses before reporting 
to this Council. That repoH is then laid hefore this Council as has 
just now been done, and the Council is then asked to vote on each such 
excess grunt. In doing so, up till now it has been the c^invention that 
the Council generally accepts the Public AiXM^unts Committee’s recom- 
mendations and I may mention that this convention is also followed 
in the House of Commons. 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg 
to move that an excess grant of Rs. 782 l>e voted by the Councdl to 
regularise the expenditure actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1928-29 under the major head **20. — Interest on other 
obligatbiis.*’ 
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This particular item has been explained on page 6 of the Public 
Accounts Committee’s report and on page 42 of the proceedings of that 
Committee. This small sum of Rs. 782 represents interest on excess 
land revenue paid by certain landholders who obtained a decree for the 
amount and Government had to make the payment though^ as it c*ould 
not be foreseen, no provision had been made for it in the budget. That 
is to say, the excess land revenue was debited against the head “Land 
Revenue” on the expenditure side of the budget and the interest on 
this had to l)e debited to Ihe head, “Interest on other obligations.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

46r--Stationery and Printing. 

Tha Hon*bia Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Govemor, I beg to move that an excess grant of 
Rs. 17,894 be voted by the Council to regulaiise the expenditure 
actually im‘urrc(l in excess ot the voted iriant in the year 1028-29 under 
the major head “4(J. — Stationer^' and Printing.” 

This item has been discussed on page ii of the Public Accounts 
Committee’s report and on page 47 of the proceedings of that Oommittee. 
It was exitlained to the Public Accemnts Committee that the provision 
for (lepre(‘iation under “Government Presses” proved to be inaderpiate. 
The actual excess under “Voted” amounted to Rs. 17,894 and there was 
a slight saving of Ks. 894 under “^on-voted.” So, roughly speaking, 
the excess was Rs. 17,000 for which a supplementary demand has been 
made. This expenditure is due to the fact that the Govemn»ent of 
India reduced their printing work which U8e<] to be done in the Bengal 

Presses. The movery from the Government of India amounted to 

Rs. 2,103 as against a budget estimate of Rs. 17,000 resulting in a loss 
of Rs. 14,000 odd. On that the Committee held that, as would be seen 
from the proceedings of their meeting, this excess was largely due to 
unexpected reduction in the printing work done for the Central 

Government. They were satisfied with the explanation and 

recommended fbftt the Council would sanction the excess. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

DEMANDS POR GRANTS. 

25.~-dail8 anil Conviot Sattlamaiita. 

Tha HoiPhla Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: On the 

mommendatioft of His Excellency the Governor I beg ta move that 
a token sum of Re. I be granted for expenditure under the head 
daile and Convict Settlements” during 1930-31 on acoount of new 
jails and sub-jails in Bengal. 
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^ Sir, the members of this Cbuncil will remember that in Augrusi 
hikgt the Council voted a supplementary grant of R«. 10,4"1,500 under the 
head **25. — Jails and Convict Settlements” to cover expenditure on 
account of abnormal increase of persons committed to custody in the 
existing jails and the Dum Dum Special Jail. To relieve overcrowding 
in these jails, four temporary jails (rir., Additional Special Jail. 
Dum Dum, Special Jail. Berhampore, Special Jail, Hijli, Additional 
Si)ecial Jail, Hijli), and an Additional Sub-Jail at Alipur Duars have 
since been opened. The expenditure involved in maintaining and 
guarding the excess population who have now been transferred to these 
new jails can be met from the suppleiiientai y grant already voted by 
the Council, and no extra expenditui'e is recjuired. Tlie assent of the 
Council is therefore sought to a token grant of Re. 1. 


Mr. B. C. CHATtERilEE: Sir. last year when we voted ii eertaiik 
amount of money f(»r the <‘onstnn f i(m of ne^\ jaiU, we did it in the 
suppo.sition that the peojde wh(» weie to he nent to jail would 1 m> 
regarded as human beings and that they would he entitled to tmitinent 
ns human beings. But since then we have found that dining pieketing, 
students and young men who went alK>ut trying to dissuade others 
from attending sch<M>U and ('olleges, were severely beaten by the police. 
Xow, Sir, if a man commits an ofTence, surely he is liable to he arrested 
and put on trial and, if convicted, sent to jail. But we did not realise 
that the first part of the punishment was to he iiiflicteil by the |»olice on 
the younJg men, and that then the jails would take a supplementary 
part in the punishment of these men over again. I can pn»ve my 
statement by bringing before the Council and every Meinln'r of 
Government , u number of l>oys who.se hare backs would show them 
from top t(» bottom murks of the caning \ihich they had rw’eived 
at the hands of the police at various places. Are we, Bengalis, going 
to he treated as being less than the mere men God made us}' Is that 
to be the inauguration of the new order of things in the country? It 
i.s a dreadful thing to see our own countrymen treated as if they w^ete 
mere animals, cats and dogs, which creatures even are treated rooiw 
kindly by u.s. Only the other day Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose defied a 
police onier and thereby made himself liable to arrest — I am not here 
to try and encourage anyhwly to defy a police order, if a man disobeys 
a police order he is liable to arrest — ^bui before he was arrested he was 
severely Wlaboured by the police who had sticks in their hands. And 
I know too that a lady. Miss Jotirmoyee Gangitli, who was next to 
Buhhas, got a broken wrist trying to ward off a blow meant for Bubhaa 
by the police. We should not make any grant for jails, I ask the 
membei% present here not to vote any igrant for the constmction of new 
jails, if men are going to be exposed to this kin^ of treatment, at a 
preliminary to their entering the jails. Will the Member in charge 
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of Jails give m au uBdertaking, a solemn and inviolable undertaking, 
fbat tbe people whom he will confine in these jails will not, in the 
first place, be subjected to assault by the police who arrest them? I 
submit, and as a lawyer, I maintain that the police have no right to 
assault anybody they are going to arrest if they offer no opposition. 
Ijet them arrest anyl)ody, but what right have the police to belabour 
them, as they belaboured the students whose backs bear unmistakable 
evidence of the police atrocities, and as they did in the case of Mr. 
Subhas Ohandra Bose and Miss Jotirmoyee Ganguli. I submit that 
we ought to have an assurance that we Bengalis are going to be 
guaranteed against this sort of thing, this sort of preliminorj* punish- 
ment by the police in anticipation of the judgment of the Magistrate. 
There are cases in which some of the people arrested after assault were 
let off by the Magistrate. 

The Hon^ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: On a point of 
order, Sir, I would like to point out that I am moving for a token 
grant of He. 1 for expenditure on account of new jails and sub*jails in 
Bengal. 1 have nothing to do with the condui t of the p-dice. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Any way, Mr. Chatterjee cannot iisk the 
Member in charge of Jails for an assurance of this kind. All this 
hHpi>ened outside the jail. 

Mr. B. 0. CHATTERJEE: I very much appreciate your ruling ]>ut 
my point is that Sir Provash does not stand by himself. He and his 
colleagues are jointly re8|K>nsihle for what happened 

Thi Hen*lll« Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: On a point of 
order, Sir, this is not a matter that coiuTins the Jails Department. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Mr. Chatterjee should be allowed to pit)ceed till 
be touches upon matters which have no affinity whatsoever with the 
question now before the House. 

Mr. B. 0. CHATTERJEE: If Mr. Prentice is responsible for the 
orders, and Sir Provash did not approve of them, then why did he not 
resign? Inasmuch as he did not do so he is just as lesponsible for 
those orders as Mr, Prentice. No Member of Government can take 
shelter under the plea that he is in charge of a particular department 
of Government and that he is therefore not responsible for whatever 
bappens in another department. Take the 10 lakbs. but give tbe 
guarantee first that there will be no ill-treatment by "^the police 
beforehand., If Sir Provash cannot give tbe guarantee, I ask tbe 
Oovernment of wbibb he is a Member to give it. I say if Mr. Marr 
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give it, then let Mr. Prentice give it, but we most have a 
Member of the Government Can we get the 
ii^ormation from eoraebody on the Government of Bengal a« to who 
can give this guarantee that the people will not l)e treated in the way 
they are treated at present? I ask for a guarantee from the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. If Sir Provash, or Mr. Marr, or Mr. Prentic^e, or 
Sir Ohuinavi cannot give it, aim and where are the fugitive Members 
of Government who can give it? Let them come foi*ward and give us 
the assurance and then ask for money for the constrnction of new jails. 
We are tired of being treated as aliens in our own land, as being less 
than the mere men God made us, as I have said. 1 do ask all the 
members present here not to vote this token grant until that assuiunce 
is given. 


3 p.m, 

Bahu NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: The matter brought to tlje 
notice of the Council by the speaker who has just pre<‘eded me may iH»t 
be n mutter within the purview or the competence of the Member in 
charge of Jails wlio wants this grunt, but 1 would draw the attention 
of this Council to the treatment meted out to a prisoner in jail whi<‘h 
I understand has been the >ubje< t tmitter of an iiujuiry by the Jails 
Department, hut the re'<ult of which is not known either to the public 
or to the prisoner’s relations, and the resjionsibilit y for which I think 
not even the Hrui’ble Sir I’rovasb ('bunder Mitler can deny, A yt)ung 
man c»)nvicted by the subdivisional magistrate or sf)me magistrate of 
the Kushtia subdivision was kept in the sub-juil there and was ordereil 
to be transferred to the Krishnagar jail. This happened only in the 
last week of January. He was ill and had been fasting tlie wlnde da> 
anil refused to stir out of the jail. Thereuium a piece of rope was tied 
round his waist ; he was actually dragged out of the jail hy jail warders 
and taken the Kushtia railway station. There this Imy attempted 
not to board the train and thereujmn he was assaulted by the warders 
and put in the train, (tn reaching the Krishnagar station he was 
unable to walk the two miles or m the distance from the railway 
station to the Kri'^hnagar jail. TIi»‘ rope round his waist w*as again 
taken up by the warders and he was dragge<l through the streets, 
literally dragged through the streets, so that one of his toe-nails (ume 
out, I would like to know whether this is the sort of treatment to 
which prisoners in jails are to lie subjected. 

There is just another matter, I think that one of the items of 
expenditure incurred by the Jails Department out of the %’oted grant 
was lor ‘the purpose of having electrified barbed wires round certain 
jails and places of detention. That, I submit, is a misuse of the 
CounciTs money and the Council as a whole never anticipated that 
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such inhuman measures should be taken by the Jails Department At 
least for these two reasons I think this token demand should be rehued 
by this House. 

Dr. NAREiH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; I shall ask this Council 
to register its disapproval of the policy of Government in this matter 
l)y recording its vote against it. I do not want to refer to any matter 
which is irrelevant, but I want this Council to remember certain facta 
— certain broad facts. When the civil disobedience movement was 
first started, everywhere there were arrests made and imprisonments 
aw'arded. No complaint was ever made in the early days of any 
serious assaults being committed by the police. Then came a stage^ 
a stage at which Government was called upon to build more jails for 
the purp(>se of accommodating the prisoners and this Council was 
induced to make a grant iuspite of the earnest efforts of some of us to 
express disapproval of that. The assumption on which the grant w’us 
made was that an adequate number of jails W7)uld be provided to 
pntvide suitable accommodation for all persons who might (‘ome in. I 
warned Sir I*. C. kfitter at the time that he was too modest in his 
demand and that men who were willing to come in would soon overcrowed 
all the j.'iils that he (oubl make. However, tlie basis on which the 
grant was made w’as that adeejuate accommodation would be provided 
for tbo^^e who wanted to be His Majesty's guests. Certain new jaih 
w'ere built and they were all filled up, and then at the cnicial moment 
we find a change in policy. The change was indicated by .assaults 
upon pickets, assaults upon persons who were engaged in the civil 
disobedience movement. I cannot believe that there is no (H)nnection 
belw'een the two. It seems to me that w’hen a magistrate, who is both 
the head of the Executive and of the Judiciary, finds that accommoda- 
tion in jail is inadequate to provide room for all those who had to be 
sent to jail, he adopts ilie pidicy of using force more freely for the 
purpose of jireveutiug people from coming to jail. Because he could 
not find accommodation for all persons in the jail, therefore they should 
he dealt with by physical force. That seems to have been the policy 
and that is the only policy, the only liyiM>thesis. which can possibly 
explain the great change in the policy of the executive 
Gfovernment in dealing with the civil diHC)hedience movement 
during the last few months. During these days when the jails were 
filled we hare had a very large number of complaints, complainte to 
which many of us tan hear perMma! ftwtinjony, of inhuman assaults 
upon students and young men for the ostensible purpose of dispersing 
crowds w'hicb Were not unlawful assemblies. If there were any doubt 
as to w^hether it' was the policy of Government or of any person 
responsible for any department of Gt)vernment. to assault the law 
breakers ratber than send them to jail, I shall refer them to the 
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^ malgiatrate before whom a person was accused of ou© of 
^noes in connection with picketing. That man pleaded guilty 
15 days* jail life and asked for niert'v. The magistrate thereuptm 
diaoharged him having regard to the above fact. Then a significant 
passage was added in the order that “‘he he warned and that if he 
attempts a repetition of the offence the police have l»een instnicted to 
deal with the situation hy the use of force and not hy arresting.” I 
take it that this learned magistrate ha.s let the cat out of the hag. The 
fact is that Government urere not prepared to accommodate all these 
persons in jails and it was for that reason that Government launched 
upon this policy which has heen so strongly criticised hy many. 

Thd Hoil’bli Mr. W. D, R. PRENTICE: May I ask who the 

magistrate was and when the judgment was delivered y 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: The Ifuuhle Mr. 
Prentice must lune hccii aware of tl/c name of this magistrate for 
he wag dealt with departmentally. The judgment was delivered hy 
Mr. Hughes, Subdivisional Officer of Tangail, and if the Hon’hle Mr. 
Prentice wishes I can give him a certified copy of the order. 

Now I take it that that is the only explanation of the change of 
policy on the part of Government, and as (iovernment in the Dejmrt- 
meut of Jails is responsible for not making adcMfuate provision for all 
the prisoners in the jails, I ask honUe nieml>erH to vote against this 
demand. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: T have mA got a clear 
idea what our position is in connection with this demand. During the 
discussion of the budget the Hon’ble Memher in one of his most 
blatant m<Hjds de< lured, when we |«is**ed a censure cut against the 
maladministration of the department, thal under ihe present coustitn- 
tion members of this House have no business to criticise this department 
or something to that effect because he presided over a reserved 
department. 

TIM Hoil*blt Sir PROVAtH ONUNDER MITTSRi May I rise on 
a point of personal explanation? May I point out that the memlier 
is not correct? 

Mf. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I do not exactly 
rmnember the words he used but the gist of his remarks was more or 
lest to that effect. 

Mr* PRltlOlNT: You should alscept the explanation given by 
Sir P^atL 
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Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAYS I accept his expknatioii, 
but the gist of his speech was that. Sir Prorash Cbunder Mittef caa 
afford to be callous. He is in the happy position of a person, who can, 
like a village hnhvrvpi^ be official one day and non-official another day 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You can criticise the action of an official in 
charge of and responsible for a Government department, but not Sir 
Provash Chunder Mitter as he is. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; With all respect to you, 
Sir, I am criticising an official action of Sir Provash Chunder Mitter 
as a Member of Government. But just to fix his position I was 
referring to the fact that the other day he was a non-official and to-day 
an official. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am afraid I cannot allow you 
to do that. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; Very well. Sir, I will 
take him as he is to-day. As Member in charge of the Jail Department 
he has come forward for a token grant. I thought the best way that 
we can express disapproval of the jail administration is to a.>k the 
House to reject it altogether. As an Indian I am ashamed of the 
administration of the Jail Department. In these days the jails are 
not occupied by convicts who are dregs of the society but by men of 
position and even by ladies of good families. The mentality of the jail 
administration is not moving with the times. Tlie jail administration 
thinks that it has to deal with convict.^ of the common class, but what 
I want to emphasise is that if it desires to receive our support it should 
change its mentality; it should realise that it ha.s to deal with a now 
type of convicts who, though convicts to-<loy, may be nilers to-morrow. 

•3-15 p.m. 

Sir, 1 hung xny head in shame the other day when I beard that in 
the jail (Wtain ladies of good families were not supplied with certain 
necessaries, and consequently they resorted to hunger-stnke. Did the 
Hoirble Member ever go and inquire why so many ladies had gone on 
hunger-strike F He did nothing of the kind. 

Then, Sir, the other day I heard that one lady gave birth to a 
child and that child died in jail. 

Tht Sir PR0YA8H OHUNDER MtTTtRl Can the honide 

member give me the names of the ladies who went on hunger-e^^f 
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' SNANTI SNEKHARESWAII RAYS I do not know tho names 
ci til, but I can supply the r<»pf)rts. 


Ylw HwiHMt Sir PROVA8H OHUNDER HITTER: So lontr as you 
cannot supply the names, it is not fair to make these iillejfations, 

Mr. SHANTI EHEKHARESWAR RAY: I am not so fortnimie in 
having so many secretaries at hand like the Hon hle MemWr. All 
that I can do is to furnish him with n report of the hunger-strike of 
lady prisoners. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: If the honVe 
member will give me particulars I shall be glad to inquire into the 
matter. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I ahall do so. 

Sir, I was referring to the death of the child. If there had been 
little sympathy, if there had Wen little imagination on the part of the 
authonties, the child would not have been born in the jail. The lady 
concerne<l would have Wen released W’^hen she was in that condition^ 
Sir, I shall leave the lad\ prisoners alone. I hiivoheard— I have read 
in the newspapers — of cases of hunger-atrike frecjuently among political 
prisoners. Sir, one does not go on hunger-strike for the mere fun of 
the thing. Did the Hon'ble MemWr ever go and inquire into their 
grievances^ The whole thing is explained by the attitude of the 
Hon 'hie MeiuWr in charge of the department, w^ho thinks that he i« 
not responsible to the people, so that the department can be administered 
as he thinks or as his officers think Wst, If this is the position, then 
w hy do you (Hiiue to us for the grants, why do you ask for our Hamdion 
for them? 

Sir, 1 do not want further Ui embitter the feelings of the Hon'ble 
MeuiWr in charge of the department by going into detailfi. Sir, it 
may be tliat Wcause be is in )>ossesfiioti of power tiMlay, Ijecause »o 
many people are under his control, he may not care for our views. 

Mn FR88I0ENT: I am afraid you are again making personal 
reference*. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAN RAY: No, Sir. I am referring 
to him as a Member of the Government. I have no personal grievance 
against him. In fact, I have no acquaintance with him, except a 
nodding one. He enters by the North Gate, while I enter by the 
South Gate. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. RREIIDENTs Order, order. 

Mtuivi EYED dALALUDOIN HA8HEMY: Sir, fortunately or 
unfortunately I have had occasions to be in jail. I must be thankful 
to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Jail Department for placing 
me in the Alipore Central Jail, the first jail in Bengal. Only the 
other day I went to the Dum Dum Special Jail and the Dum Bum 
Additional Jail. I shall not say anything of my personal experience, 
but I shall relate what I have beard from others, especially from a 
member of this House who had recently been in jail. I have heard 
stories about these jails in Dum Bum from Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmad 
— w^ho was a member of this House till recently — and who was released 
recently from the Bum Dum Special Jail. Sir, I shall also relate the 
interesting details regarding the treatment of the political prisoners, 
the sanitary condition of the jails, the kitchen aiTangements, and so 
forth, as related by my friend Lai Meah, who was also rw'ently 
released from that jail. The Bum Bum Special Jail, which is now 
intended for class 1 and class 2 prisoners, was once used ns a factory 
for manufacturing ammunitions, and the Bum Bum Additional Jail, 
W'hich hud very recently been erected, might 'ejv well be described as 
a cow-shed. I have also got a report al>out the condition of the new 
jail at Hijli from a friend, who was a co-worker and a colleague. I 
shall not say a word about the police excesses. I shall only relate some 
stories about the oces'ics in the Khulna Bistiicf J»il. Sir, I have no 
objection, and possibly I cannot make any objection, if any barsh 
treatment is meted out to |)olitical prisoners in jails, but I should like 
to point out the treatment meted out to a gentleman who was convicted 
for defamation or something like that. He was assaulted. Xoimally, 
I would have no objection if be was assaulted, but the gentleman was 
assaulted when he was reading the Koran. I noted the fact in the 
Visitors’ Book. The Koran was torn and thrown away by the warders. 
{Cries of “Shame.”) Sir, I hu\e not forgtdten, and F think members 
•of this House have not forgotten the excesses that w'ere committed in 
the Alipotw Omtral Jail when Babu Subbas Chandra Bose and Sri jut 
J. M. Sen Gupta and others were assaulted. I was a prisoner in the 
Aliiwre Central Jail when some of my friends — the unfortunate accused 
persons in the Kalagachi Bomb Case — shouted Bande Mataram^ with 
the result that the £uit>peaii sergeant in charge of that ward 
and some of the Hindustanee warders rushed inside the ward and 
assaulted those gentlemen in a manner which 1 cannot describe here 
fully. Sir, every gentleman, who has a social statue, expects, if he 
happens to be Jn. jail, to be properly housed. In the Dum l^m Special 
Jail the newly-made kitchens and latrines have been placed side by 
aide. No man with a sense of decency can dine at a place where the 
latrine and the kitchen are placed side by side. Moreover, Sir, I have 
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coUttct iafennation that titere is no shed for hiding the dtame o! 
til# friabners, and that not evan a tin-ahed ia there to make a line of 
dtaiimixtation between the kitchto and latrine at the Xhtm IHm Jail 
i4kere first class and second class prisoners are located. 

As regards the Hijli Jail, it was intended for some other purpose. 

I think the Hon’ble Member in charge will agree with me that over 
1,000 prieonere are accommodated there, but I can say that from the 
aanitury point of view not more than 400 persons can be accommotlated 
there properly. This is the kind of jails that have l)een erected to house 
the educated middle-class people of Bengal. I had a talk with l^al 
Meah even to-day. He Was a first class prisoner in the Dum Dum 
Special Jail. He said that 9^i prisoners were accommodated in a 
particular ward of that jail which (nmld give accommodation for only 
10 or 12 persons with tables and chairs as enjoinwl by the new rttles. 
I would request hon’ble members of this House to (‘oiisider the 
conditions of the new jails for which this special grant is asked for. 
It is no use going into details of police excesses or excesses committed 
by jail warders inside the jails. This matter has to be consideied from 
the sanitary point of view. 

One point I would emphasixe and that is this. There is no 
hospital in the Dum Dura Jail. When people suffer from any disease 
-—even a mortal disease — they are removed in a third class lorry fn»m 
Dum Dum to Alipore — a distance of nearly 9 or 10 miles. 1 will 
mention another thing. You know, Sir, that every prisoner — every 
educated prisoner— -expects to get some lK>oks to pass their time in 
jail, but the Dum Dum Special Jail, or the Dum Dmii Additional Jail 
or the Hijli Jail — in short every new jail has no library or iKKiks for 
the use of the prisoners. This is the condition of the jails now erected 
for the civil disobe<lieuce prisoners. 

Therefore, Sir, I for myself am not going to vote f(»r this gnmt, and 
I would also request hon’ble incml)er8 of this House not to vole for this 
grant. 

Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs Sir, if 1 rise to 
speak on thin motion after my leader has spoken it is because I want to 
lay my exf>erieiu*e before this House— -experieme of how jails are 
administered. So far as the preliminaries are concerned, they have 
been dealt with by previous speakers. The idea which led us to sanction 
the grant last year for additional jails was to provide additional 
accommodation and thereby prevent the health of the prisoners from 
deterioratjng. But we find from experience that matters have gone the 
contrary way, thaf although we sanctioned this grant we find that the 
confidence that we reposed in the Hon’ble Member has been abused. 
When persons are put in jail, there is the classification question. This 

11 
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claMificatioa of prisoners into three cdasses, whaterer haye been 

the original motive, is more abused than correctly followed. So far aa 
class III prisoners are concerned, we find from our experience that they 
are very harshly treated on various grounds. They are denied the 
ordinary comforts to which they are accustomed outside the jail. 


3-30 p.m. 

I understand that the meaning of classification is to allow each 
prisoner put in jail the same amenities of life to which he was accus- 
tomed before he went to jail; but we find that prisoners belonging to 
all stations in 'life are put in class III, and it will not be a matter of 
surprise to many — I know of one case in which the gomasta of a big 
taiuqdar who ow'iis property in Tangail in the Mymensingh district, 
yielding an income of Us. 12,000 annually — I am giving the particulars 
so that my Htutenient n»ay be verified — and the name of the taiuqdar is 
Balm I)el)endra Chandra Bhowuiiik. He was put in division II whereas 
the taiuqdar himself was put in class TIT. There was probably some 
underlying reason for this differential treatment; perhai>8 the gomasta 
rendered some service to (fovernnieni, and it is not unlikely that he 
was instrumental in putting his master to trouble. I fail to see the 
reason why the gomasta placed in class II whereas his own master 
was put in division III. The whole thing has became sc'andalous. 
Many jieople are suspecting that there nmst be some underlying reason 
for this sort of arrangement. I put a question whether Magistrates in 
passing sentences did not classify the prisoners and the Hon 'hie Meniber- 
in-charge was pleased to say that it was so. I further suggested that 
the Magistrates have the best means of knowing what the station in 
life of a prisoner is and when the Magistrates recommend that he should 
be placed in a higher division, it passes our comprehension why the 
prisoner is to be put in the lower division. 

Then, Sir, as regards the diet supplied to this class of prisoners, I 
may say that it is simply horrible. I have been to jails aud I have 
found that ^ food that is supplied to class III prisoners is quite unfit 
for human consumption. It may be said that no objec^tion was taken 
to this before. The reason is that since the civil disobedience movement 
began, persons who go to jails belong to the hhadralok class and the 
prisoners who had been to jail before belong to the lower order of society 
and could not ventilate their grievances. It is only the civil obedience 
prisoners that are making these complaints, they are creating grievances 
when there ore no grievances at all. The ordinary prisoners were not 
in a position^ to ventilate their grievances. 

t am speakinif on matters which are within the purview of the 
Member in charge of the Jail Department. I may state that when the 
idoheters and others concerned in the civil disob^ence movemeiit are 



DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 




m 


«ted, we find that as a matter of fact they are not speedily brought 
Adjournment after adjournment — illegal adjournments for 
months and mouths — are granted at the request of prosecution although 
t^ere is a rule that no adjournment should be granted for mote than 
15 days 

The Hon’IHe Sir PROVASH CHUNOCR MITTER: Sir, I am 
not in charge of the department which deals with the trial of cases. 


BMni SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, my position 
is that this is the only constitutionnl way of eiEpressing our disapproval 
of the measures which are taken by (Icivernineiit , and the reason why 
we do not want to sanction this giant is really to get the members of 
Government to attend to these grievances and I’emedy them. 

The Hon’Mn Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER; Sin I may 

point out that ihe point raised by Mr. Bay rhovvdhury is not relevant 
to the matter before the House. Members of Government can be asked 
to explain matters relevant to the department in their charge and 
(;annot t>e exf>ecte<l to know of the details of the departments not in 
their charge. That is why the rules lay down that a particular matter 
which is within the cognisance of u memlier can lie dealt with by him, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Provash is right. Those remarks are not 
strictly relevant to the subjeet liefore the House. 

Babtf SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I bow to 
your ruling. But I think the jail diet comes within the province of the 
Hon'hle Member. AVe find that these )K>liti(al prisoners — I make no 
distinction between political and non-political prisoners — are not 
allowed the amenities of life to which they are accustomed and are 
classed in division III. This is not iny experience only but the 
experience of many others. It is for this reason as a constitutional way 
of expressing our disapproval of the manner these prisoners are tried 
and recording our protest against the w'ay things are adininistere<i in 
the jails that we should lefuse this grant. 


MNi KItHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURIl Sir, it is high time that 
we ahoiild proteet against the treatment that is now being meted out 
to the prisoners of the bha4ralok class. 1 am a visitor, of the Rajshahi 
Central Jail and 1 have had occa-sion to see and hear the grieraneea of 
some of them. On one occasion or rather two or three occasions 1 
brought them to ihe notice of the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Hitter 
and he was kind enough to remove some of the grievances. The third 
^elass prisoners are pot allowed any oil to use and they are allowed fish 
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only once a week. The sort of food that is supplied to th^rn is quite 
unsuitable for prisoners of the hhadralok class. For all third claas 
prisoners the arrangement is the same. When I complained against 
this, I was told that it was unfortunately the decision of the All-India 
Conference of the Jail authorities that there should be made no distinc- 
tion. The status of life of the hhadralok prisoners detained for 
pi(‘keting or other political offence ought to be taken into consideration. 
I felt much when the prisoners complained and expressed their 
willingness to provide for the additional expenses themselves; but even 
that could not be allowed. I cannot understand why the Magistrates in 
passing sentences should not take into consideration the social status 
and position in life of the persons whom they convict. They should 
make some recommendation for putting the better class of people in a 
higher class, I cannot understand why. a distinction should not be made 
between common prisoners and bhadralok prisoners. I am also of the 
opinion which has Ireen expressed by my friend Mr. Cbatterjee that if 
the Hon’ble Member is not in a position to enforce these things, it is 
not possible for us to stop the inhuman treatment meted out to the 
prisoners. I myself saw at Malda a lK>y of alsmt 14 years l)eing wan- 
tonly assaulted by the District Superintendent of Police for the simple 
offence of uttering Ihmde Maiaram, 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Not within the jail? (Laughter.) 


Bibu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: No. not within the jail, 
but I mention this imddent l>ecause it was a painful sight to see. We 
should make known to (he autlioriti«»s that some sort of gentlemauly 
treatment should be meted out to these prisoners The other day the 
Mayor of Calcutta was treated in a way whii h cannot be supported by 
anybody. We, however, now understand that in a certain quarter it 
is supported. Why he could not l>e arrested without wantonly 
assaulting him 1 cannot understand. These are things which ought to 
l)e stopped. know that our disapproval or approval means nothing; 
even if we refuse the demand, it will he cei-tified, hut still it is our 
duty to record our pn)test and make it known to Government that these 
things we cannot tolerate and it is high time that some remedial 
measures should be taken. I quite see that it is a matter in which it 
is difficult for Sir Provash to give any undertaking, but at the same 
time unless any improvement is made in the arrangements at present 
prevailing ii will tell heavily on the health of the young prisoners. 
Can we be apa^etic to all these things? We are asked to go and see 
iand when we briniif them to the notice of the proper authorities very 
lltite notice is taken of our complaints. Government should consider 
Ifbese things and take remedial measures in dealing wiGi prisoners whose 
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in life demands that they should be treated with aiore 
cofUilldieration. Mosquito curtains are not provided for anyone. 
Separate arrangements for the supply of foo<i to the hfuidu$U»k prisoners 
should be made. They should be shewn some consideration. 

Sir, anyhow we insist that some special consideration should \n 
shown to these prisoners, and some speidal orders must be issued to (he 
effect that authorities should not use uiiii«H‘essary force in dealing with 
these prisoners, when the^^ tio not resist arrest. 


3^ p.m. 

Mauivi ABDU8 SAMAO : I do not like to make a speer'h but 1 tmly 
wish to draw the attention ot the Roiride Member in charge tif tbe 
Department of Jail to certain events which have taken plw'e within the 
Berhampore 8pe<ial Jail. I’here are two jails in Berlmmpore — one for 
ordinary prisoner's and the other for )Mditical prisoners, whieb is called 
the special jail. As a member of the liegislative Council 1 am a visitor 
of the ordinary jail. As a n*emla*r I should also have been a visitor 
of the strecial jail but 1 do not know why my nomination was not 
ar‘oepted by the higher nuthoriticH. AVhat I will say now has Ireen 
gathered from ex-pri.'»oners <»t the sper ial jail who have rf>cen(ly l>eeii 
released. They thought that a." n member of the Council I <M>uld visit 
the jail and take steps for the redress of their grieviuices. Their 
narration made su< h <leep impression on me that it brought tears to my 
eyes. 1 do not know whether they exaggerated things but the state- 
ments were made in such a straightforward and feeling manner that 
I could not but believe in wbut tbev said. Sir, on the occasion of Mr. 
Subha.s Chandra Bose’s visit to Berhanqsire the prisoners coming to 
kuoar of the event formed themselves int(» a prm.*ession and cried fiands 
Mnt4iram. That was ('onsi<lered to 1 m * a breach of law by tbe jail 
authorities and since that time they have been put fo all sorts of 
troubles. If the report of these ex-prisoners l>e true, iJl or 22 warders 
entered into their cells at night and l)egan to l>eat the prisoners without 
any rhyme or reason. When asked why they were doing so, the 
prisoners w^ere told that tl»ey had got revolvers and bfuiilis with them. 
I am told that up to this time marks of hlocMl can l)e .seen on the walls 
of the ]o<‘k-up. On that ground 3 or 4 prisoners went on hunger-strike 
but nothing definite has Iwen done to remove the grievances and break 
the hunger-strike. I saw the District Magistrate about this and he was 
kind enrmgh to assure me that he wcruld make an inquiry and try to 
induce the prisoners to break their hunger-atrike. These are things 
which I think the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Portfolio of Jail 
should taiie notic*e of and direct an inquiry^ to be made by an indejeiident 
committee so that such things may not occur again. With these, words 
% i^^poee the motion. 
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Mr. II. H. HUTCHINGS: Sir, 1 cannot address the House with 
regard to the treatment of prisoners before they come under the care 
of the Jail Department, and I know that the House will not expect 
me to answer the points which have been raised in that connection. 
But I can speak on behalf of the Jail Department — ^with regard to the 
administration of the prisons and the treatment of prisoners once they 
are sent to jails by the courts 

I would like first of all to take up the points which have been made 
by the last speaker in regard to the Berhampore Special Jail and after 
I explain things, the House will realise that everything that is reported 
to them regarding the ireatment of prisonei-s in the special jails is not 
always striitly accui-ate. 

Ah regards the prisoners being on hunger-strike because of certain 
grievances, the fact is that ceitain prisoners in the Berhampore Special 
Jail reported to the Superintendent of the Jail on the 27th of December 
that a certain stone which they said they had Wn worshipping as 
representing the God Shiva hod Wn removed and they asked the 
Superintendent to make arrangements for the stone to be replaced with 
proper ceremony. This the Superintendent declined to do as it is 
absolutely forbidden to do so under Rule 1261 (c) of the Jail Code which 
has been in force for very many years. That rule lays down that no 
religious symlwl should be allowed to l)e installed on any Ooveniinent 
land and such symbols have never l»een allowed to l>e installed with the 
permission of the jail authorities within the precincts of the jail. 
Thereupon the prisoners declared their intention to go on hunger-strike 
as a protest but that evening 150 of them took their food as usual and 
on the following day all the prisoners took their food. On the Ist of 
January six prise ners said that they would go on hunger-strike on the 
ground of this alleged religious grievance. After a few days two of 
them took their food leaving four on hunger-strike. I think the next 
day one other prisoner took his fcKx! leaving three. One of the thi'ee 
has since bectii. iwleased on the expiry of his sentence and there remain 
two only who ore on hunger-strike on that account. 


Mailivi ABDUt SAM AD: May I point out that only two went on 
hunger-strike for religious grievance but two on the ground of ill- 
treatment. 

Mr. R. H. UUTOHINCt: I can only give the member information 
at my dii^posal. Now, Government heard of this and they inquired of 
the Superintendent as to what the facts were. The Superintendent 
aaid that he has absolutely no knowledge nor had it been reported to 
him that any such image was there in existence inside the jaH. As ha 
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luii recently gone there we made inquiries fitnn his predecessor and he 
«h» said that he knew nothing of the installation of any such image 
uiMiie the Berhanipore Jail, hut that he had on one occasion allowed an 
upcountry prisoner to perform the Puja of the Goddess Ijukshnii about 
the Kali Puja time. However, we instructed the Superintendent to 
eiplain to the prisoners that idols cannot l>e in.stalleii inside the jail 
as it is forbidden to do so under the Co<le. He did hut without 
any effect. He then reporteil to us that one of the two prisoners told 
him that if Government jwrmitted u stone to Im? brought into the jail 
and to be worshippeil for 24 hours and then removed with proper resjm't 
— that would satisfy their grievance. We thought that it was possible 
that some persons might have Ireen wc»rshipping a stone in private and 
although we knew nothing of its removal — and the jail staff did not 1*0- 
move it — we instiu(ted the Supt^rintendent that he might allow an image 
to be introduced ini./ the jail for one duy-»to la* worshipped and then 
removed in order that any possible grievaiH*e iniglit be removed. Hut 
the prisoners entirely refused to have anything to do with the proposal. 
On the 3rd February Mr. Padmuraj dain, wlio may la* known to the 
members of this House, came to the Hoii’ble Member in charge of the 
Jail Department and asked whether he might go there and get these 
prisoners to adopt a more rens<^>nalile attitude, lhat permission was 
gladly granted t(» him an<i he went dow'ii ic» visit the jail on the 2nd of 
this month. One of the tw'o prisoners eiitii*ely refused to hear anything 
that he hud to say, and did not discuss the matter with him at all. The 
other prisoner, 1 urn informe<l, was an illiterate person from upc*ountr>'. 
Alter some cliscussion lasting, I am told, for more than an hour, the 
prisimer said that if he was allowed to have a sinall stone in his psK’ket 
for worship, that would satisfy hiui and he would have no further ground 
for complaint. That, Sir, is the truth about the hunger-strike and the 
House will now see w’hether the Hon'ble Member-in-tdiarge or the 
Government have adopted an unreasonable or an uncompromising 
attitude towards the prisoners. 

There is another pris*>npr named Hareiidm Natb Ghose who is on 
hunger-strike and his grievance as reporter! by Mr. Padmaraj Jain is 
that he wants the political prisoners, as he calls them, to have some 
distinguishing mark on their uniform*— some sort of stripe or badge—* 
which would enable them to be distinguished from onlinary convicts 
classified in the third division. I may mention to the House that a 
request of that nature is surely not one for which a prisoner should go 
on hunger-strike. I am not aware that this prisoner has made any 
requeat to the superior jail authorities to be allowed to have the use ol 
a distinctive badge. Certainly no such re<tuest has reached the Tiocal 
Oovemlnent. Nor has any non-official visitor of that jail reported any 
each request for our consideratiiwa. He has the power to petition the 
jail authorities through the Superintendent There is also the Jail 
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Standing Committee coneigting of members of this House and if any 
Hucb re^iuest were made^ the members of this Committee <«* of this Housa 
might have brought it up for the coosideratiou of Goverument. But 
whei^e a person before making the request hah made this the cause of 
hunger-strike, then 1 think the House will agree that his attitude is 
unreasonable. 

4 p.m. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA, of Nashipur: 

May J rise on a j)oint of personal explanation? I hm one of the non- 
official visitors of the Berbarnpore Jail. There is a rule that non- 
official visitors should not he allowed to visit the jail on any day he 
likes. The jail authorities have always a set progiaiiime for visitors to 
visit the jail. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is whether you are personally affected 
by any remarks made by Mr. Hutchings; otherwise you are not entitled 
to say anything by way of personal explanation. 

Mr. R. H. HUTCHINCS: Another story of the Berhampore Jail 
is that of merciless and unreasonable ns.saults on political prisoners who 
w^re accused of being in possession of bombs. Such a thing is neither 
true nor reasonable. What actually hapjjened was that a packet of 
some sort, the nutui-e of which we do not know, was thrown from outside 
the jail into the jail. This I say is not an uncoTnmon thing in jails — 
sometimes sonje him, ti bacco, rhinux and so on arc thi'ow'n from outside 
and there are warders and convirt officers who are, night watchmen 
#hose duty it is to w'utch for the^e things coining over the walls. On 
this occasion it w’us detected and the parcel as soon as it fell to the 
ground m\H taken up by certain division III prisfinei's. The warders 
at once (‘halleiiged them and b>ld them not to pick it up but when the 
prisoners ww© dispersed int<i (he w*ards no trace of it could Ire found. 
The warder fiitdiflg himself ol>stnicted by the prisoners and unable to 
follow' up the pMU'ket in order to recover it, sruuded his whistle and 
asked for the assistance of other warders. These warders when they 
tried to enter the wards in order to sean h for the packet were met by 
solid passive resistanc’e which they had to overcome by putting the 
prisoners aside in order to gain access to the wards. This they did and 
I do not ('onsider that wras an unreasonable or unjustifiable use of 
force. As a mi^tter of fart I think only two prisoners — I speak subject 
to correction — ^ficeived any injuries and these not serious. I do not 
wifdi to take up the time of the Council by going more deeply into the 
eatious ^legations about the Berbarnpore Jail ; all I wish is to convince 
Mke Hoixse that tbere is something to be said on our side also and that 
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we lire uot mireaaonable when a complaint in hrou^t to ua in a proper 
an^ reasonable manner. As many membem of this Hoxise know from 
their personal experience when they approached the Hon*ble Member 
or the officers subordinate to him they have never failed to get at any 
rate a reasonable hearing and very often an inquiry into the allegatioue 
that they have made. I must, however, refer to one very serious 
allegation made by one member that a Muhammadan had been assaulted 
while in the religious exercise of reading the Koran. That is an 
incident which formed the suhje< t of a question and an answer given 
on the floor of the House in the last session, and with your permission, 
Sir, 1 w'ould like to mul it for the information of the House and in 
order to refi'esh the memories of the meiiil>ers. The reply then given 
was : 

\Iicre the member reached hi$ time-limit hut tea* aUoteed to proceed 
with his s]}eech.] 

This wa.s the answer to a (juestioii put by Maulvi Syed Jaluluddin 
Hasheiny, and the leply given was this: 

“On the morning (»f 17th June, 19^10, a numWr of prisoners, excited 
by the appearunce of a procession outside the jail, l>e<*ame turbulent 
and refused to 1 m* Io<'ked up when the ‘Alarm’ was sounded, with the 
result that force had to Im» used, and was roire<’tIy used, ti) hs k them up. 
Anumg these prisoners was Abdul Axix who suhseiiuently ‘complained 
that he hiul received injuries for which reason he was lenuived to 
hospital for (d)servation. On the I9th June this prisoner complained 
to a non-oHicial visitor who visited him in hospital that he had received 
injuries due to Wing lK*aten by s<mie warders. The non-oftii ial visitor 
rejKirted that he examined the prisoner for injuries hut * could not find 
anything in particular except in one pla«‘e.' The me<li<‘al officer in 
charge of the jail rejwrted that the prisoner hud no marks of injury on 
him and that his temperature, pulse and respiration were normal. 

As regards the allegation that his Koran was thrown away, the 
prisoner was visite<l hv two Muhammadan non-official visitors, on June 
19th by Maulvi Kuji Saifuddin and on July Otli by the memWr who is 
asking this ejuestion. The non-official visitor who saw him on the I9tb 
of June records that the prisoner complained that he received hie 
injuries while reading the ‘Punjsura.* The non-official visitor, the 
member asking this question, who visited him on the 5th of July, 
19*%, is the first to record a (‘oiu plaint from the prisoner that in the 
course of the struggle at the doors of the wnard his ‘ Punjsura * wat 
thrown away. The complaint is denied by the jail staff and has not 
been substantiated. 

One non-official visitor suggeeted in an inspection report that 
immediate inquiry be made into the allegations and a fortnight later 
another non-offieial visitor, the member himself, suggested an inquiry 



DEMAITBS FOB OBANIB. 


[llTE FiB.| 


17 & 

by a mixed commission of officials and non-ofiicials. The facts having 
been already ascertained and reported by the District Magistrate and 
the Superintendent of the Jail no further inquiry was considered 
necessary.'' 

The Hdn*l>le Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs It is rather 
difficult for me to answer the charge that are so wide, so vague, and I 
regi-et to observe, bul I mean no offence, irrelevant. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. I permitted Mr. Cbatterjee to 
go on with his speech as he could very well say, if that was his opinion, 
that the jails were not only not pmperly managed but were also not 
being used for the purpose for which the Council had voted money for 
their creation or maintenance. In any rase, it does not lie with Sir 
Provash to characterise what a member might have said with the 
pennissioii of the chair us ^‘irrelevant." By doing so he improperly 
arrogated to himself the power which rightfully belongs to me. 

Th« Hon*bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I how to your 
ruling, Sir. I was going to suggest when you intervened that those 
remarks were made with a view to create a prejudice against me and 
I was just going to explain that i)erhapR those remarks were allowed 
to l>e made under the impression that they were meant to lead on to 
something relevant. I nevei for a moment questioned your authority. 
Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is all right. You may now come to the 
subject matter of the debate. 

Tfw Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: My difficulty 
is that, many of the allegations made not being within my personal 
cognisance, it is not jxissihle for me to deal with them properly. It has 
been suggsated by Mr. Cbatterjee and some other friends that Govern- 
ment as a whole are I'esponsihle for this state of things. Even assuming 
that Government as a whole are responsible each Member of Government 
can only deal with a matter which is within his own knowledge. 
Therefore I think the House will forgive me if I do not attempt to deal 
with matters of which I have no personal knowledge, but that does not 
mean that an Hon'ble Member of Gk>vernment, whoever he may be, will 
not deal with such questions when they are raised on a more suitable 
occasion thmi this 

Now, Sir, before I deal with some specific allegations I desire to 
place before the House a general picture of the position. The House 
will remember that a large number of my countrymen made up their 
mindi to break laws; into the motives of those gentlemen it is not for 
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05 inquire, but everybody must agree with me, and everybody knows, 
that a large number of men and women moved by what they conceived 
to be patriotic fervour decided to break laws. The result wa« a sudden 
iniua into the jail population. Now, it is the duty of the Jail 
Department to do its best with regard to the jail population and 1 can 
say that that Department has not shirked its duty. Those members 
of this House who were in the public life of this pmvince in the non- 
co-operation days of 1921-22 will remeinl)ei* that in those days the large 
influx to jail population was accommodatwl in the store house in 
Kidderpore known as marine sheds. I visited the temporary jail once 
on that occasion and 1 found that there w*»re shelves one above another 
and the prisoners had to sleep in these shelves and in .some cases two 
men were placed in one shelf where there was hardly accommodation 
for only one. I am not blaming the jail authorities of those days, for 
they had to accommodate tlie sudden influx with little notice. But on 
the pre.seiit occasion, (loveriimeiit — I am es|)ecially referring to Govern- 
ment — for it is only by accident that I am to-day in charge of the Jails 
Dejxirtment — Government, at once took care to do as much as they could 
to provide additi(-nal uccommo<lation, so that we have provided 
additional iUHsmiiiiodatioii for about T.O^K) men — I am s[ieakiug from 
memory and may he slightly inaccurate. But I find from the figure 
which has l)een supplied t<» me just now that the numl>er was 1/1,000 
before the movement started ln,«t year and we have now accommodation 
for al)out 20, (KH). 

With regard to tlie suspicion of Dr. Naiesh (/handrn Sen Gupta that 
the police made lathi charges to prevent further influx into jails, I can 
assure the House and Dr. Sen Gupta that we can even now previde for 
2,000 more 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Huddled together like 
cats and dogs? 

Tht HofPlile Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MiTTER: I wonder, Sir, 
if that is a Parliamentary expression. But, however that may l)e, we 
may differ in our respective ideas of what is human and what is in- 
human treatment. 1 maintain that the health figures sh<»w that the 
prisoners are properly housed. The Jail Code contains rules almut space 
to be allotted to each prisoner and they are certainly not huddled 
together like c^ts and dogs. 


4-15 p.m. 

I would remind the House that the Jail Code is a code in which 
there must be a certain amount of uniformity for the whole of India. 
I would remind the House that the Jail Code was modified and amended, 
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at the instance of the Ooveimneni of India, and the proTision of the Jail 
Code relating to the ciaHniiif^ation of prisoners is based on the orders of 
(lovernment of India over which our Government has no poaer of 
modi ion. Whether the Jail Code is a perfect Code, and whether it 
(‘an with advanta^ he (‘hanged or not, is a matter with which 1 am 
not concerned at th(» present moiiieiii. Any Memlier of Government 
in ('barge of Jails lias no option hut to administer according to the Jail 
Code, and members will rememl>er that when there are about ^),0(K) 
prisoners in Bengal, not to speak of prisoners in other provinces, unless 
there is a proper Jail C(»de with definite rules, it is not possible to 
administer jails. Now, therefore, that being the position, we have to 
administer the jails according to the Jail Code, and we cannot deal 
with individual cases by deviating from the provisions of the Jail CVde. 

As regards the allegations made that in certain cases where the 
Magistrates suggested a certain classification but Government changed 
the classification the position is this. The Magistrates make certain 
recommendations on the materials before them but when it comes before 
the Government in the Jails Department, we have to get some sort of 
unifonnity with the result that in some cases we have to reconsider the 
re(H)mmendation and the piisoiieis arc either promoted from a lower to 
higher class, or reduced from higher to a lower class. 

As regards the case mentioned by Babu Satish Chandra Ray 
Chowdhury, although I am not aware of that case, but I have no 
hesitation in saying that the gomasta in the case mentioned by him must 
have given definite facts which led t(' his being placed in class II ; 
othen^’ise he would certainly have been put in class III. The zamiudar 
perhaps did not appeal or place any materials for he was to blame if he 
did not get class II or cla(w T. I was absent for about four months, 
hut before 1 left I was approached on many occasions by friends of the 
prisoners, and T had told these friends that if the privHoners would 
make an application, the matter would certainly he lrK>ked into, hut the 
prisoners often told their friends that they w’ould refuse to apply on 
the ground of status. The prisotte!*s often deliberately said “w’e, as 
political prisoners, claim ta* classified in cla.«s I.*’ They would not 
give us any particulars as to their status or position. 


iabu MTISN CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: On a point of 
order, Sir. I may say for the information of the Hon’ble Member that 
as a matter of fact an application was made by the gomastas of the 
prisoner. 

TIN Hrnfm llr RROVAtH CHUNOiR MITTlRf 1 do nol 

leooUact the cate, hut I would like to have mere detaila. 
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llr. tVAflAFIlMAD MOOKIRJII: What dataiis did the 

giveF 

Tht Hofi’M Sir PROVASH CHUNDiR MITTiR: 1 emnnot 
recollect — I do not wish to be humorous, but I cannot poeaibly carr>" 
materials relating to about 5,00() prisoners in iiiy head, but I may tell 
you that in about 80 per cent, of the cases the prisoners would not apply 
giving specific particulars of their status. If they would apply giving 
particulars I can a^^ure you that the Jails Department would deal with 
the matter very carefully. 

Now, as regard.s claMification, when we have to deal with a large 
number of prisoners and when those prisoners c(»me in large nuinliers 
from different courts, difficulties naturally arise, (hie Magistrate is 
perhaps t(M) lenient ; another Magistrate is tmi strict ; we do the Iwst 
we can under these circumstances. Anomalies must rn'cnr, particularly 
when we are dealing with a large numWr of prisoners who are an>^hing 
but helpful. Well, I am willing to admit that the Jails Department 
is not infallible, 1 urn willing to admit that theiT may have Wn ^ 
numlier of cases, indeed a fair number of cases, where a particular 
prisoner, if proper malerials are foHhcoming, could liave Wn placed in 
class I or class IT but was placed in class III be<*ause of w’ant of 
proper materials. I make l>old to say that (here is not a single time 
which has t^mie to my notice or to the notice of my predecessor, or 
to (hat of the Deputy Secretary, in which there was a definite and specific 
material that was not noticed. Hut, however, lie that as it may, I 

would ap|)eal to the members to realise the effect of their action. 

Indef^l, if they insist on this cut, w’hat w'ill be the effect? I cannot say 
offhand up to what extent the new service or services will lie curtuilefl, 
but if the service or services Iw* curtailed the re.sult might la^ less 
ac'comuKMlatiftn, le.ss comffui for the jail (misoner and more overcrowd- 
ing. T would place this Iwfore the members of the ("oum il so that they 
will kmnv wdiat the result will be. Do not lie led aw'ay by passions 
and prejudices and general arguments. (A Voick : There will be less 
convictions.) But let them not blame Govertinienl later on if as a 

result of this cut the effe<‘t In* exactly contraiy* to what they desire. 

Now, Sir, the Jails Department has to disr^harge their duties under 
difficult circumstances and I would like to mention one point. Tbe 
respec'ted head of the Jails Department, Colonel Simpson, was an 
officer who carried his difficult duty with all sympathy for the prisoners 
and there ore many jail visitors who would testify to this. My friend 
Mr, J. L. Bannerjee, who has perhaps more experience of jails than 
anyone else here — (A Voice; Not more than me) — I draw (he 
line then, would have, I believe, home testimony to the late Colonel 
Simpaon’s sympathetic attitude in the discharge of his difficult duties. 
As a result of ineaponsiHe criticisxns a valuable officer Uk« Ootonei 
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Bimpflon lost his life at tbe baads of aaAassins. His unfortunate 
shows that tbe ofBeers of the Jails Department have to discharge their 
duties under most difficult circumstances. 

BalNl iATItH CHANDRA RAY CHOWHDURY: On a point of 
order, Bir. Is tbe Hon’ble Member entitled to refer to an incident 
which we aM regret and which has nothing to do with the present 
question ? 

Mr« PRESIDENTS I do not see that there is any harm in that. 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERS Anyone who 
has to administer the Jails Department or the Police Department, haa 
to perform many unpleasant duties. Bacial considerations should not 
weigh, but I can assure many of my critics opposite that we have to 
discharge our duties, however unpleasant, and we have to discharge 
them with courage, coupled with humanity. 

With regard to certain allegations about the Dum Dura Jail and 
other new jails, I would remind the House that at a very short notice 
we had to provide for thousands of prisoners, and it is not unnatural 
that the a<'<‘ommodation is not so suitable as that in the old established 
jails. [At this stage the Hon hie Member reached h%s Ume-livnt and 
teas allowed two minnteg more to conclude hit speech,] We did start 
camp jails which might have been unsuitable in summer and rains. 
Every new jail had a purca roof and was certainly better than camp 
jails. We did the liest that we could. So if you cut this demand, then 
the responsibility for the care of the prisoners will be yours and not 
ours. 

The motion that a token sum of Be. 1 be granted for expenditure 
under the head *‘25. — Jails and convict settlements*' during 19[K)-31 
on account of new jails and 8ub>jails in Bengal was then put. 

4*30 p.m. 

After tbe division he'll ceased ringing, tbe Hon ’hie the President put 
the question again before the House. 

KwiMr CHIB BHEKNAREBWAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
What is the pbject of putting the question again before the House? 

Mr. PRBilDBIlTl This is in accordance with the new iffooeduie. 

KBMr BNIB BHIKHARBBWAR RAY: I beg your pardon, Sir. 
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A division was then taken with the followings result: — 

AYi«. 


MtSi Maatvi taaiS Raaim. 

M, aaaa Ulit Kuiaar. 

•al, Hr. tarat CMfitfra. 

•asir VMin. Maalvi WaSa wn at i . 

•lanay, Mr. t. N. 

•ani, Mr. H. N. 

oaanaaiiri, Kaaa taliadiir Mauivi MaAnir 
llaaaiaji. 

Oiwiidattri, Maatvi Sifta Osman HaMar. 
eaawaaury, Haji Oatfi Ahmstf. 

Olarm Mr. I. A. 

O ti nn , Mr. 0. J. 

Csa p t n Qsr, Majar-Oontral W. V. 

Caspsr, Mr. C. 0. 

Dain, Mr. 0. A. 

OaMi, Mr. A. J. 
laman, Mr. 0. A. 

Faraaui, tas Nan’bit Khan lahadur 
K. tt. M. 

Paimis. Mr. L, R. 

Oangali, Ral lahanur Sutil Kumar. 

Qhass, Rat lahadur Sasanlia Camar. 
Ohtttnavi, tha Han’bia AlhadJ Sir Abdah 
harim. 

lilahrist. Mr. R. N. 
lardan, Mr. A. 0. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Oumar, Mr. 0. W. 

Haaua, Khan lahadur Mauivi Aiitul. 


Haaain, Nawab Muaharmf, Khan lahadur. 
Muaaain, Mauiwi Uilafat 
Hutahinii, Mr. R. H. 

Khan. Khan lahfb Mauivi Muimwt AM^ 
Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 

Luha, Mr. N. R. 

Marr. tha Nan*bia Mr. A. 

Mittar. tha Han*bta Sir Pravaah Ohundar* 
Mulliali, Mr. Muhunda lahary. 

Nag. Mr. K. 0. 

Nai, Ravarand 1. A. 

Naiimuddin, tha Nan'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Nartan. Mr. N. R. 

Ormand, Mr. I. C. 

Philpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Prantiaa. tha Nan*bla Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A, P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur* 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, tha Manila Mr. lilay Prasad linih. 
•aadatttitah, Mauivi Muhammad, 
tarhar. Sir Jadunath. 
tarMr, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan. 

Smith, Mr. R. 

Salaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Staplatan, Mr. H. t. 

Sumnar, Mr. 6. R. 

Thampsan, Mr. W. N. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 


NOiS. 


Ali, Mauivi Naasan. 

lahsh, Mauivi Sysd Majid. 

lanarji, Rai lahadur Kaahab Chandra. 

lantrji, Mr. P. 

laau, Mabu daUndra Nath. 

lasu, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

iMa, Mr. S. M. 

lural, lubtt Oahul Chand. 

Ohattarjaa, Mr. 1. C. 

Ohaudhuri, labu Kiahari Mahan. 
Ohaudhuri, Khan lahadur Mauivi Alh 

Chaudhury, Mauivi Rural Abaar. 
Chautdhury, Mauivi AbdM Qhanl. 

Oaa, labu Satyandra Kumar. 

Urn, Rai lahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Putt, Ral lahadur Dr. NarUhan. 

SuMMJi, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
PaMullah, Mauivi Muhammad, 
luha, labu Prafulla Kumar. 

Qupl^ Mr. d. N. 

Hahlm, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haahamy, Mauivi Syad dalattiddiu. 

Nauua, KaM K m dad u l . 

Naatain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Nui, Khan Sahib Mauivi lastul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kbani, Mauivi TumiamNlu. 
iai Muhammad, Mali. 

Law, SW. Suraudra Math. 


Main, Mr. R. 

Mittra, labu Sarat Chandra. 

Maaliarjaa, Mr. Syamapraaad. 

Muh ha p adha ya, Ral Sahib Sarat O han d rm 
Nag, labu Suit Lai. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Paddar, Sath Nunuman Praaad. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aaiiur. 

Raiiuit, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Rai Mahatai. Munindra Dab. 

Ray, labu Na ia ndra Narayan. 

Ray, Kumar Shib S ha h haraa m ar. 

Ray, Maharaja daiadlsh Nath, at DinaK 
pur. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shahharaauar. 

Ray Ch a ud hu r y, labu Satlsh Ohandn. 
Raut, labu Naaani. 

Ray, labu Naribanaa. 

Ray, labu Satyandra Nath. 

Ray. Mr. laiiaauar Simb. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, labu Nam Chandra. 
Sabana, labu Sutya KMhar. 
lamad, Mauivi Abdus. 

San, Rai Sahib AMbay Kumar. 

Ibab, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Sinsb, Srfjut Taj laiiadur. 

•iuba, Ndia Ra budu r i l u paudw M i ra yaib 
af Nuabipur. 


Tke Ayes being 55 in^. tbe Foes 56, the motion was loit. 
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Works. 

Tlio Hofi’iilo Khan Batimkir K. G. M. FAROQUis Sir, on th« 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg: to move that 
an increased expenditure of Rs. 6,65,951, inclusive of Es. 1,91,000, 
covered by a token grant voted by the Council in the seBsion of Angost, 
1930, under “41. — Civil Works — Provincial” in 1930 on making addi- 
tional special jails in Bengal, be approved by means of a token grant 
of Re. 1. 

Sir, the memorandum already circulated explains the reasons for 
bringing forward tin's motion. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LiCISLATIVE BUBINEU. 

Oovanmiant Bills. 

Tha Bengal State Aid to Industries Bill, Isas. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: Sir, I beg to 
present the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal State Aid to 
Industries Bill, 1930, copies of which have been circulated to hon^ble 
nieml)ers. Ceilain inemWrs have complained to me that they have not 
yet had time to examine the Bill as it has emerged from the Select 
Committee. In the circumstances, 1 do not move at this stage that 
further consideration of the Bill l>e taken up. 


The Bangui Embankmant (Amandmant) Bill, IBSI. 

Tha HaiFMa AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Sir, I beg 
to introduce a Bill further to amend the Bengal Embankment Act, 
1881. 

The Secretary* then read the short title of the Bill. 

Tha HaiFMa AlhadJ tir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Sir, I beg 
to move that ^ the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1931, be 
taken into coitaideration. It is a very short Bill and a very simple one. 
It merely seeks to do two things. One is to indude “berm'’ in tha 
dednition of embankment. A “berm” is important, because it prevents 
leakage in flood-time and possible breaches. The whole safety of an 
embankment may be dependent on the efficient maintmiance of the 
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They not only pj*eyent flood-wat^r acouring tlia too of the 
em l wmki n ent proper but aleo diminish the amount of peroolation by 
deoreaeing the hydraulic grodient of the water. Now, owing to the 
defect in the Act, we are unable to prevent encroachments both by the 
building of houses close to tlie toes of the embankment and also by the 
undermining of the toes by cultivators in their attempts to increase 
their cultivation by a few square feet. The word “berm'* has been 
inadvertently omitted from solution 3 of the Act under the definition of 
embankment, and the result bos been that eases of damage done to 
* ‘berms’* brought to a court of law are invariably dismissed because 
of the omission of the word “berm** in section 3 of the Act It is, 
therefore, necessary to include it. This is a very simple matter, and it 
needs no argument. 


The other relates to the second part of section 61 of the Act, and 
here the object is simply to make plain what the original intention was. 
If Government pay for the exec^ution of a work, the cost of which is to 
be realised from the persons benefited, Government do not charge 
interest from the dale of expenditure, but from the date of apportion- 
meot. Thus, Government forego the interest for a period which may, 
in some cases, be considerable. When, however, the amount payable by 
particular persons has l»een appf)rtioned, what happens is this. 
Government say the amount payable by you is so much. Of course, 
you can pay the whole amount immediately if you like without interest, 
but we <lo not compel you to do this. You are allowed easy instalments 
and it is only fair that if you avail yourself of this concession you 
should pay interest on the amount due less what you have paid. This 
is only fair and just. These are the only two objects of the Bill which 
is a simple measure and I do not wish to add anything further. 


4-46 p.m. 

The following n-olions were called but not moved: — 

Mitilvi ABDUL NAMiO SHAH to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
before the 3(Hh July, 1931. 


Mmlvi ABDUL HAKIM to move, by way of amendment, that the 
Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(J) The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department, 
(2) Mr. H. J. Twynam, 

<J) Baba Jitendralal Bannerjee, 

<4} Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen (hipla, 

<4) Manlvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

n 
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{6) Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

(7) Maulvi Abdus Samad, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Maulvi ^izul Haque, and 
(,9) the mover, 

with instruciionH to submit thoir report before the next session of the 
Bengal liegislativo Council and that the number of members whose 
presence shull 1)6 necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five 

The motion that the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill. 19JU, 
be taken into consideration was put and agreed to. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Clause 4. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 4, in the 
proposed section 61 A, for the word ‘‘five” in both places where it 
occurs the word “three” shall he substituted. 

Tha Hon*ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 beg to 

move that the Bengal Knibanknient ( Amemlnient ) Bill, l)e ]>aHsed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Th« Bengal Mining Settlements (Amendment) Bill, 1831, 

The Hon*ble Mr. BldOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 
intro<luce a Bill U» amend the Bengal Mining Settlements Act, 1912. 
The Secretary read the short title of the Bill. 

The Honlrle Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 move that 
this Bill be referred to a Select Oomraitteo consisting of — 

(/) Mr. I. A. ricrk; 

(^) Maharaja Sris Chandra Nand>, of Kasimbnrar; 

(3) Mr. Sarut Kumar Roy; 

( 4 ) Maulvi Abul Kasem; 

(5) Mr, A. F. M. AMur Rahman; 

(8) Mr. C, W. Oumer, i.c.s., and 
(7) myself ; 

with instruction to submit the report as soon as possible and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constituie 
a iinomm shall be five. 
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In introducinir the Bengal Mining Settlements (Amendment) BiB, 
ai it now stande, I need make very few introductory remarks. It has 
bsen recognised for a long while that the Bengal Mining Settlements 
Ant constituting the Asansol Mines Board of Health is out of date in 
many respects. We are in fact some way Whind the sister j^ettle- 
ments of Dhanbad in the development of our public health oiganisation 
for the mines area. 

Government have in fact prepared a somewhat elaborate Hill with 
the object of placing the Asaiisol Mines lioani of Health on much the 
same footing as they are helping the authority for the Dhanhad Mining 
area. Various reasons, however, have con trihut ed to retard progr^Hi 
with this Bill, (^n tl»e one hand, now that the boom in coal is a thing 
of the past, and w'e are passing through a period of depression, nattirally 
some hesitation is felt in introducing a measure of radical reform which 
would very possibly increase the levy made on the coal industry for 
purpose of jnihlic health in the mines area. No doubt any such 
increase in the long run wotild prove remunerative, but for the prestmt 
it is hardly a moment to incur it. Another reason fi)r keeping hack 
the larger roea.sure we had con tern plute<l is that the Koyal Commission 
on 'Labour is expected to submit its report during the present year and 
its recommendations made quite jawsihly involve a general revision of 
the proposals previously contemplated. 

W^e have dw'ided, therefore, to legislate only for two *tiuail rcfortns, 
neither of which will create any ailditional burden, and which may l»e 
expected! to, remain features of the Mines Ihmrd of lltMilth Authority 
under any subs(X|uent revision. In the first place, we propose to confer 
on the Mines Board of Health a power possessed by other local 
authorities to make by-laws for the purpose of carrying out the inten- 
tions of the Act in the area under its jurisdiction. At present 
rule-making powers are invested only w'ith Government, and, though 
the by-laws made by the Health Department will recjuire the approval 
of Government, this jwwer will mark a definite step forward 
in the independent character of the Board of Health. On the 
other hand, the requisition of Government sanction to such by-laws, 
will, of course, ensure that there is no conflict with those made by the 
District Board. 

The second object of the prewnt Bill is to make a small change in 
fegmrd to liability for a contribution towards the costs of the Boards 
which experience has shown to be necessary. This is to attach the 
liability for proportionate contribution, to the mine and not to the 
person or company owning the mine. The Aaansol Mines Board of 
Health in recent years, lost considerable sums through changes in 
ownembip with which they were unable to keep up. The result has 
been tbat a demand has been made on persons who m no longer the 
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oim«n of ibe mines; and the mine has thereby escaped the propor- 
tionate levy dnc from it towards the maintenance of public health m 
the mines area. The effect of the change now contemplated is not in 
any way to increase the burden on the industry. On the contrary, by 
ensuring that each mine pays its proportionate contribution, notwith- 
standiiKg change of ownership, it will avoid the inequitable result of 
the present defect in the Act by which other mines have to make 
the deficiency in realisations though one particular mine escaping 
payment of its contribution by reason of change of ownership. 

I trust that I have made clear the principles of this comparatively 
simple measure and that the House will accept my proposal for 
reference to a Select Committee. 

Mauivi SYED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon before the 30th March, 1931. 

Sir, this is a very important matter and I do not think we have had 
sufficient time to study the amendments proposed by the Hon’ble 
Minister, and I think it will be convenient both to the members of the 
House and others concerned if sufficient time is given to consider the 
matter. That is the reason for moving my motion and I think that 
by the 31st of March we shall be able to consider the pros and cons more 
sufficiently than we shall be able to do to-day. With these words 1 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion was put and lost. i 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. P. BANERdI to move that after the name of ‘‘Mr. A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman’* the following names be inserted, namely: — 

(1) Babu Jitendralal Bnnnerjee; 

(2) Baja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipor; 

(3) Mr. Ifnkunda Behari Mullick; 

(4) Babu Jatindm Nath Basu; 

(5) Mr. P. Banerji; and 

(<?) Mauivi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. 

H$|) BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY to move that after the name 
of “Mr. A, r, M. Abdur Rahman” the following names be inserted, 
namely : — 

(!) Mauivi Nunil Absar Ohoudhury; 

(2) Rai Kamini Kumar Das Bahadur; 

(3) Mr, B. C. Cbatterjee; 

( 4 ) Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury. 
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Maillvi ABDUL HAMID BHAH to move that alter Uie name of 
^Jlr* A, F. M. Abdur Rahman'* the following uamei he inserted* 
aam^y 


(1) Maulvi AMul Hamid Shah; 

(2) Maulvi Abdul Hakim; and 
(J) Mr. Sami Chandra Bal. 


itlMitfi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that after the name of 
“Mr. A. F. M. Abd ur R^dimnn" the following names be inserter!* 
namely : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimurjiaman Chowdhury, and 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi AKiffuI Iloque. 


Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM to move that— - 

(a) after the name of “Mr. A. F. M. Alxlur Rahman” the follow- 
ing names he inserted, namely : — 

(1) Maulvi AIkIuI Karim; 

(2) Maulvi AImIuI Hakim; and 

(h) for the w’ords “as soon as possible” the words “Jieforo the 
next session of the Bengal Legislative (council* be 
substituted. 


The following motion was then put and agreed to; — 

"Thai the Bengal Mining Settlements (Amendment) Bill, 19111, bo 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’hle Mr. Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy, Mr. C. W. Gurner, Mr. I. A. Clark, Maharaja 
Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbasar, Mr. Sarat Kumar K<iy, Maulvi 
Abnl Slasem, and Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, with instructions to 
submit their report as soon as jwnsible and that the number of inernbers 
whose presence shall he neiessarv to cortsfitute a r|uoniTn shall he five.“ 


TIm Caleutta luiprovifiiifit (A w i nd mut) Bill, 1831. 

Thg Hoit^ Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROYS Sir, I bag to 
introduce a Bill fuHher to amend the Calcutta Improvement Act, 1931. 

The 8e€*retary then read the short title of the Bill. 
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The Hoii’hle Mr. BUOY PBAMD BINGH ROY: Sir, I to 
move that the said Bill be referred to a Select Oommittee comiistiiig 
of— 

(1) Mr. J. A. L. Swau, c.i.e., i.c.s.; 

( 2 ) Mr, C. W. Gurner, i.c.s.; 

(^) Mr. W, n. Thompson; 

( 4 ) Rai Badridas Goenka Bahadur, c.i.e. ; 

( 5 ) Mr. S. M. Bose; 

< 6 ) Mr. A. llaheeni c.i.e.; 

<7) Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy ; 

( 8 ) Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee; 

(.9) Rni Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, and 

( 10 ) myself; 

with instructions to submit the report as soon as possible and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be five. 

With your pennission, Sir, I would like to add the following 
names, ri:., Mauivi Abdul Karim, Mr. B. (’. ("hatterjee, Maulvi Abdul 
Hakim and Seth Hunuman Prosad Poddar. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE. I regret that T shall not be able to serve 
on the committee. 

% 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Tlon'ble Mini.ster ought to have obtained 
his consent beforehand. 

The Hofi*blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I thought that 
I bad got his consent. I will, however, delete his name. 

Sir, in commend ing this motion to the acceptance of the House I 
do not think it is necessary for me to dilate on the utility of this 
measure and the usefulness of the body constituted under the Calcutta 
Improvement Act. Great achievements are in its credit — arterial 
roade conne<'ting one end of the city with the other, such as Central 
Avenue and Manicktolla Spur, beautiful open spa<*es with extensive 
green in the heart of the most congested and closely built up areas of 
the town and charming lake, where the citisens can enjoy cool evening 
hreese after the day's work, are the handiworks of the ('ulcutta 
Improvement Trqat. Development of Bhowanipur, Paikpara and 
other outskirts of the city, which have been converted into ideal 
residential quartern, are some of their finest achievements of which any 
mmniry and any institution would be proud. But there is one part of 
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tbi city where no big improveiiieni sohenie could be undertaken, namely, 
Bten^baiar, though the iiuprovement of this area was one of the primary 
obj^ts which led to the creation of the Trust to remove some of the 
plague spots in the city. Experience of the last few yean 
has shown that certain changes in the Act is ntH^essary to give the 
Trust proper and legitimate facilities to take up improvement schemes 
in highly built up areas like Barabaaar, and with that object in view 
this Bill has been drafted. It is a matter of gratification to me tliat 
whatever points may emerge in i-ourse of diKciiHsion I am taking over 
this measure from my predecessor in complete agreement with him on 
the general principle. 

I shall attempt to describe quite generally, us uii tuiministrative 
measure, the underlying principle of this Bill ami to explain the 
reasons which have induced (iovernmeiit to pul before the Council a 
measure of (‘onsiderable importance for the amendment of Oie ('alcutta 
Iraproveuient Act. 

As the members of tbi.n Tlouse are aware, the usual result of the 
operations of the Calcutta Improvement Trust is an im reuse, very 
often a sul»stantiul increase, in the value of land and buildings within 
the area of its w'hemeH. It is now u geiierully ai*cepled principle that 
where an increase in value is effected by the expenditure of public 
funds, a portion of that inciease should be secmred to the public, This 
principle is emlmdied both in the (^dcutta Impn^veitient Act and in 
the Calcutta Municipal Act in the provisifuis relating to the exemption 
of land fnmi acquisition. Any owner of ]»ro[»erty wdiicb will l)e 
benefited by u scheme, but which is not aclunlly iwjuired for the 
execution i^f the '^i beme, may apply to the Trust or to t}»e (’oriMiration, 
as the case may be. that his land should Iw* exempted fn»m acquisition 
on payment of a betterment fee. In the ('alcutta Municipal Act the 
fee is fixed at two-thirds of the increment in the value of the land which 
will accrue to that land as a nesult of the improvements effected. In 
tbe Calcutta Impixivemcnt Act there is no fixed pr<q>orlif»ii. Tlo* fee 
is left to the (iisiretioii of the Trust and is in practice settled by 
negotiation with the parties. 

The pmvisioiis relating to exemption, however, only come into 
operation when the owner cho<iseH to apply. When an application for 
exemption is not made, the Trust has to choose between letting the 
owner enjoy tbe iiuprovement s free of all charge and without making 
any payment to public funds or of ac({utring tbe land under tbe liiind 
Aetpiisition Act. Experience has shown that this system works 
inequitably in favour of the owners of large and valuable properties. 
Tbe means of the Trust are limited. "Where the choice lies Wtween 
enquiring an expensive property or letting the owner enjoy the improve- 
meiite exacted at public expense, witbooi making any contribution to 
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public funds, the Trust is from time to time forced to choose tha 
second alternative owing to the fact that it cannot afford to lock up 
capital in the purchase of the property. The difficulty felt by 
Trust was irw rea^ed by the aificiidmeiit of the Act in 1923. I may 
remind the House that up to that year the Trust acquired land and 
buildings at their market value. In 1923 the Act was amended and the 
Trust has now to pay the market value plus 15 per cent. 

This difficulty will arise in an acute form in dealing with such a 
crowded and over-built area as Barabazar. The owners of large 
properties which are not actually required for the execution of the 
scheme need only refrain from applying for exemption and can rest 
secure in the knowledge that the Trust will not be able to face the cost 
of acquiring their properties. They will thus enjoy the improvements 
and the increment in the value of their properties free of charge, while 
the owners of smaller properties will have to contribute their share. 

Faced with this difficulty the Trust in 1926 appointed a committee 
to consider how it could be overcome. That committee consisted of 
names which must, I think, command respect. It was composed of tha 
following gentlemen : — 

(1) Ijate Rai Bahadur Nalini Nath Sett; 

(2) Rni Bahadur llamdeo Ohokhany; 

(3) Raja Reshee Case Law; 

(^) Mr. W. C. Banerjee; 

(5) Mr. A. Cassells; 

m Mr. J, H. deC. Ballardie; 

(7) Rai Bahadur Badridas Goenka; 

(5) Mr. Probhudoyal Himatsingka; 

(.9) Mr. A, de Bois Shrosbree; and 

(10) the Chairman of the Trust. 


Four of these gentlemen were not members of the Board of Trustees. 
Three of them, Rai Bahadur Badridas Goenka, Mr. Probhudoyal 
Himatsingka and the late Mr. Sett, were co-opted as representativn 
property-owners of Barabazar and Mr. Sbrosbree on account of bis 
special qualifications. 

The Bill now before the House gives effect to the recommendations 
wkich that poramittee made in its carefully thought-out report. It 
empowers the Bqt^d of Trustees in framing an improvement scheme 
to declare that certain properties will not be liable to acquisition hut 
msteadUidli be subject to the payment of a betterment fee. That fee 
hMU th, m th. Td,.e of tho Uod bolo« tbo 
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waa taken up and its Talue after the schema has been 
QQaaapleted. In order that this may not press unduly on the owners of 
paroperties it is provided that instead of paying the amount in cash it 
nay be left outstanding as a permanent charge on the properties on 
payment of interest at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum, the same rate 
at which interest is paid on exemption fees. It is not anticipated that 
there will be any difficulty in arriving at the amount of the ^tterment 
fee. The value of the land before the execution of the scheme will be 
easily fixed by the prices which the Land Acquisition Collector and 
the Tribunal have fixed for other lands in the same scheme. The value 
of lands after the improvements have been effe<'ted cun W deteruiiued 
from the prices at which the Board is selling its surplus lands within 
the scheme. In case un agreement cannot be rea(*he<l between the 
owner of the land and the Board it is pmvided that the question shall 
be referred to a Board of two arbitrators, one of whom shall be elected 
by the appellant and the other appointed by Oovemment, A panel of 
arbitrators will be drawn up by Government consisting of two parts, 
of which one part will be composed of experts and the other of laymen. 

The appellant may elect an arbitrator from either part and Govern- 
ment will then appoint the other arbitrator from the other part of the 
panel. In case these two arbitrators differ, provision is made for the 
apiHiintment of a third member from the expert section of the panel. 
The three arbitrators will then sit together and dw’ide the jwints at 
issue. 

The method of arbitration will, I believe, reduce the delay and 
expenditure to a minimum. In adopting it we are following the 
procedure laid down in the English Housing and Town Planning Act 
of 1909, but in England a single arbitrator is appointed by the Ix)cal 
Government Board and his decision is final. We consider it advisable* 
that there should be two arbitrators with priwer to refer any point on 
which they may differ to a third arbitrator. I do not think that it is 
necessary at this stage to diwuss in detail the clauses of the Bill. 

Repeal of section 14 of Schedule I of the Calcutta Improvement Act 
is also proposed to make section 49 of the I^and A c(( nisi lion Act 
which governs all acquisitions in India, applicable also to lands 
acquired for the purposes of the Calcutta Improvement Act. Fnder 
section 14 the owner of a big garden can now contend that the 
whole of the land is necessary for the enjoyment and use of the house 
and the land should be considered pari of the house. It makes part 
acquisition extremely difficult and the owners of big properties by 
Abuse of this section can frustrate the endeavour of the Trust 
proceed with their improvement schemes. The change in the law w ill 
only bring the matter under the provisions of the general law of lanil 
acquisition. 
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TEa following amendmente weia callad but not moved: — 

Hit. Pi SANERdI to move tbat after tbe name of **Rai Dr. Haridban 
Ihitt Bahadur’^ the following namee be inserted, namely: — 

(1) Babu Jatindra Nath Basu; 

(2) Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee; 

(J) Mr. B. C. Chatterjee; 

(4) Seth Hunuman Prosad Poddar; 

(d) Kumar Shib Shekhnreswar Ray; 

(6) Munindra Deb Rai Maha.sai ; and 

(7) Mr. P. Banerji. 


Hl^i BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY to move that after the name 
^ “Rai Dr. Huridhan Dutt Bahadur*' the following names be inserted, 
namely 

(/) Maulvi Nund Absar (’houdhury; 

(2) Roi Ramini Kumar Das Bahadur; 

(3) Mr. B. 0. Ohatterjee; and 

(4) Hnji Badi Ahmed Ohowdhurv. 


Mairivi ABDUL KARIM to move that after tbe name of “Rai Dr. 
BLaiidhan Dutt Bahadur" the following names Iw inserted, namely: — 

(7) Mr. A. K, Farl-ul Iluq; 
i2) Maulvi Abdul Karim; and 
i^3) Maulvi Abul Kasera. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH b move that aftt»r the name of 
I>r. Huridhan D.itt Bahadur" the following names be ineerte^l, 
namely : — 

(1) Maulvi AIkIuI Humid Shah; and 

(2) Maulvi Al)dul Hakim. 


MUHINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI to move that after the name 
“Rai Dr. Hdridhan Dutt Bahadur" the following names be inserted, 
namely i— 

(J) Babu latindra Nath Basu; and 
(2) Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai. 
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lliltfvi TAItIZUDDiN ICHAN to move that after the name of **Bai 
Sr. fiaridhan Sait Bahadur” the following name be iunerted, namely: — 

Maulvi Md. Saadaiullah. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to ; — 

“That the Calcutta luipmveiiient tAmenchiient) Bill. 19*ll, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon*hle Mr. Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy, Mr. J, A. L. Swan, c.iJt., i.c.s., Mr. C. W. 
(himer, ix.s., Mr. W. H. Thompson, Rai Badridas Goenka Bahadur^ 
C.I.E., Mr. S. M. Bose, Mr. A. Raheem, c.i.k., Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Duti, Maulvi 
Abdul Karim, Maulvi Abdul Hakim and Seth Hunuraan Prosad 
Poddar, with instructions to submit their report as soon as possible and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be five.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This disposes of the Gbvernment busineas and 
I propose to take up non-official business to-morrow, 

Adjoummaiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., on Thursday, the 
12th February, 1931, at the (i)uncil House, Calcutta. 
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ProoMdingi of tho Bongal Ligislativo Counoil tsMiiibM under tlie 
provisions of the Covemment of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houses 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 12th February, 1931, at 2-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
CiiAUDHUiii, KT., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hoirble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 115 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Reoovery of settlement ooets in Chittagong. 

«S6. Ral Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: (u) Is the Hon ble 

Member in chtirge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(») that in Chittagong there are many petty estates and holdings; 
and 

(it) that there are many public demands against widows, orphans, 
minors and extremely poor persons for small amounts in 
connection with the recovery of co8t« for settlement 
operations ? 

(ft) Is the Hon’ ble Meml)er also aware that there are excess recover- 
ies of settlement costs in many other districts? 

(c) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to write off the }?etty demands referred to in (a) (u) in connection 
with the settlement operations? 

MEMBER in ohtrgs of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Mt 
•ir Provash Chiuidor Mitlor): (a) (t) Yes. 

(u) As the assessment of survey and settlement cost is made on 
landlords, tenants and occupants of the lands surveyed and of whiok 
a record of rights is prepared, and as no statistics are prepared to show 
how many of these assessees are widows, cn^phans, minors and extremdy 
poor persons, it is not possible to say if many of the assessees aro 
persons ol this kind. 
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Tkero have Wn some excess recoTeries in some diitnoia, bat 
fcbel^ wiH not be in Chittagong. 

(c) Petty demanda which are irrecoverable are always remitted 
under rule 416, Survey and Settlement Manual. 

BldMi 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there is any bar to the 
excess amount available in one distric t l>eing applied to another 
district? 

Hit Hon’blt Sir PROVASH OHUNOER MITTER: 1 do not know 

whether the amount recovered in one district can he applied to another, 
but I will look into the matter. 

Maulvl SYED MAJID BAK8H: \Yill the Hon’ble [Member be 
pleased to inform us whether there is any bar to remitting recoverable 
amounts as distinguished from irrecoverable amounts in case of 
hardship? 

Tht Hofl'bit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not see 

why ref'overable amounts should he remitted. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: In cases of hardship? 

TN Hofi*bM Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: It is not 

possible to inquire into all these cases. 

Maulvl SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is the hardship known to the 
Hon'ble Member? 

Tim Hofi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Each case is 
taken on its merits. 


Raaliaitlafi of oomponsation fram tlia tananta of khaa maiial landi 
for outting lioivii troat. 

*SS. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHAp of 
Naahipurs wm the Hon'ble Member in charge ol the Bevenue Depart* 
Blent be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number 
ai cases and the amount realised in the various districts ot Bengal as 
oompensation (in any shape) from the tenants of kbas mabal lands for 
imtting down trees or towards the price of trees on their holdings after 
the amended Bengal Tenancy Aet came in operation with ef set from 
April, 1S2S? 
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TN Hofl’bla Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTERi GoTenuneiit are 
noi aware of any such case and no orders were passed for realising any 
such compensation. 

Labourers of the Bengal Covemment Preaa. 

•57. Maulvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the labourers of the Bengal Government Press are skilled 
and trained labourers?* 

(h) Is it a fact that the galley-proof pressmen and labourers of the 
BengaF Government Press were on the same pay and status before 
1917? 

(c) Is it a fact that the galley-proof pressmen were placed on a 
superior piiy and status to the laljourers from 1917 ? 

(d) If the answers to (h) and (c) ore in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble MemW be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MEMBER in obargo of FINANCE DEPARTIMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr. A. Mtrr): («), {h) and (c) No. 

(<f) Does not arise. 

Maulvi SYEO MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to tell us why in the Bengal Government Press skilled and 
trained labourers are not employed? 

Tho Mon bio Mr. A. MARR: They are employed; the eiuilies are 
not skilled labourers. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: The answer to the original question 
is No. My question is *‘are skilled and trained labourers not 
employed 


Tho Hon*blo Mr. A. MARR. If the member means “labourers” in 
the sense of “workmen,” we have many skilled labourers. 


Roomitmont of polioe oBloort from tbo rfiyroond olanit. 

•88. BNHl LALIT KUMAR BALs (a) Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be j^eased to lay on the table a 
statement ahowiig for the last ten years the number of— 

(i) sub-inspectors ot police; and 

{H) assistant sub-inspectors of police taken from the demseed 

obaMt? 



'% 1 ' ' 

Up] QUESTIONS. m 

(h) What are the eesential qaalihcationa neceaaary for such 
apfioiiitmenta ? 

(e) Is there Jiuy special ctmsidenition for the de|ire«setl eJaiia 
candidates for sm h ufipointments? 

MEMBER in charga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tlio Hon’M# 

Mr. W. 0. R. Prentieo): (a) A statement showinfr the numl>er <*f 
sub-in sjm* tors of polit e leeruited from the depressed elasst's durinjr tho 
last ten years is placed ludow. (iovertimeni have no rectird about 
similar recruitment of assistant suh-ins|HH'torN. 

(h) In the Ben^ittil Police force, the minimum (>duc4ktion»l quulihcatioo 
of a candidate for the jKwt of .suh-insiiectm- or assistant siil>-ins[ieci<ur 
is the inatrieulation staiKianl or the Islamic matriculation of an Indian 
University or the final B or (’ elass examination of a Zilla School or 
Hi^h ScIkmiI. In the <ase of (^tlcitUa Police fon-e the minimuni 
educational qualification of a candidate for the post uf suh>inH)iector 
is that he must Ih‘ a graduate of one of the Indian rniversitios, and 
a eandidute for the |>ost of assistant sul>-i!i.s|x»ctor must j>us.s the l.A. 
(M* I.Se. examination. 

(r\ S{s*cial considenition is g-iven to tlic elainis of the depn^ssecl 
clas.ses when candidates are selected for ap)H>intment as su Ik ins {vendors 
in Bengal Police force. 


rr/rrrrt/ to in thr to c/<iii.o* ia) of at/irrvil qveittion 

No. dH. 


ItECHmMK.NT OK Sl ll-TN.Sl'KCnoHS KlOOkI TIIK OKl'KKN.HUl i'lhSHV.H, 


Uf22 

\m 

\m 

um 

UI2fi 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 


l)epiirtmfmi«l}y OuUidcni 

promoted. Appoint4Hi. 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

..f 2 


5 9 


Total 
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Cloting of Civil Ooiartt Juma ivayor on PrMi^ 

*59. lioifivi MUHAMMAD HOMAIN: (a) U the HonUe 

Member in chai^fe of the Judicial Department aware that the nan- 
closing of the civil courts for Junta prayer on Fridays causes hardship 
Md inconvenience to the Moslem employees, lawyers and litigants? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons why 
a distinction has been made in the Government circular between 
criminal and civil ccurts in closing the courts for Jurna prayer? 

(c) Is the Hon’ ble Member aware that the litignnt public and the 
pleaders of Bukargunj are not given any opportunity by the civil 
courts to say their Junta and Zohur prayers? 

MEMBER in olwge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’Mo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo)! (a) No complaint has been received. 

(b) Arrangements for the sitting of civil courts are within the 
^discretion of the High Court. 

(c) No. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: With reference to answer (c) do I 
understand that the Hon’ble Member is not aware of the fact, or that 
ihe statement is not correct? The answer is ‘*No.” What does 
‘*No” refer to? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The answer *‘No” has 
been given after consultation with the District Judge, Bakarganj, who 
happened to be in Calcutta last week-end and told me that although 
he had recently received a deputation of Moslem gentlemen no mention 
was made of this grievance. The presumption ‘therefore is that the 
statement is not correi't. 

Plaulvl 8YBD MAJID BAK8H: WiU the Hon’ble Member write to 
the High Court Uvsking that facilities shall be given U) the litigant 
public to say their Juma prayer? 

Tht Hoil’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That, Sir, is a request for 
action. May I ask for a ruling? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT8 The objec't of a question may be to obtain 
information or sprees for action, but it depends upon the merits of a 
question as to wliether a ret^est for action should or should not he 
<»omplied with, or if an answer should at all be given. 

Tbo Hvn^bto Mr. W. D. R. PRlNTICEt I shall look up the papers 
And see the diseuasions on the subject. 
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mtallM AlUL KAiiMt The queetkm which 1 mm to imt it 
both for inlormatioii aa well m a request for action. It the Hon'hle 
IfeiOber aware that in 1916 the Qovemment of Bengal gave an 
atturance to the Legislative Council that every facility would be given 
to those Moslems who are on business in public courts as well as 
Government officers, for saying their Juma prayers, and was not the 
same assurance given by the Hon'ble the Home Member to the 
fion’ble Mr. Qhusnavi when he moved a similar motion in the Imperial 
Legislative Council? 

Tht Hor’M Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICI: If the member will give 
me the references I shall look them up. 

Mauivi SYED MAdlD BAK8H: Will the Ilou’ble Member take 
a-ny action in the matter? 

(No reply.) 

Maulvt ABUL KASEM: On n point of order, Sir. Are not the 
Members of (iovcrnmeiit with the Secretariat behind them expected to 
look into the previous history of nil action taken hy the Ooverniiient? 

Mr, PRESIDENT! That is not a point of order. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: I ask for a ruling, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. 


Iiaiia of Ml aiMl loop to prloofiori. 

•SO. Babtt SATISH CHANDRA RAY OHOWOHURYt (a) Is the 

Eon* hie Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department aware 
that the use of oil before bath is customary with Bengnlis as much as 
the use of soap is with the Europeans and Anglo*Indians ? 

(6) Will the Hon*ble Member bo pleased to state whether the 
European and Anglo-Indian prisoners as a rule are allowed the use of 
soap at bath ? 

(c) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member bp jdeased to state why the use of oil is not allowed in jails 
to the Bengdi prisoners generally, and to the better class in particular f 

(d) Have the Govemmeni any statistics on the effect of the non* 
wae el oil m regard to sldm ffiseese amongst prisoners in Bengal jaHsf 

IS 
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MEMBf II ill dMirgt of POLITICAL (4AILC) DfiPABTItlNT 
(Hit Hofi’lilo Sir ProvaMi CliUfWhr MItlor): (a) Some do a^d come do 

not uce oil. 

(b) Thin entirely depends on the division in arbieli the prisoner 
is classified. All prisoners in divisions 1 and 11 are allowed the use 
of soap. 

(c) The issue of oil as well as soap to prisoners in division I and 
division II does not appear to be necessary. The rules for prisoners 
in division III do not provide for the issue of oil to them normally, 
but it is supfdied whenever necessaiy' on medical grounds for inunction* 

(d) No. 

iibii SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that oil is used 
almost universally amongst the better class of prisoners? 

TIm Hon’blttir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITYER: I believe it is 
used amongst many. 

iabu EATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state if the nou>use of oil by prisoners is a 
positive discomfort ? 

Tht Hofl’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: May be. uud 1 

have decided to look into tlic matter and if possible try to allow oiK 


Eufipljf of moil to Hiiit nii ii ty M tai i priaonori. 

*81. Mimil AiDU8 8AMAO; (a) WEI the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state tho 
number of — 

(1) Muhiunmadan» 

(2) non-Muhammadan 

prisoners kept in the Hcraghly JaOf 

(6) Is it a -fact that in October last the Muhamntadan prisoners of 
the said jail wei'e supplied with meat of animals not slaughtered in 
accordance with Muslim custinnf 

(c) Is it a fact that there was some troidile ia the jail as the prl- 
amiers objected to eat the meatf 
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40^ If the answer to (h) is tu the affirmatiTe, will the Hwi’ble 
Mmnber be pleased to state — 

(t) who was responsible for the supply of such ohjeetionable meat; 

(ti) whet steps, if any, have been taken to prevent the ref^urrenoe 
of such incidents; and 

(in) what arrangement, if any, has since been made to supply meat 
of pro[>erly slaughtered animals to the Muhammadan 
prisoners? 

Thn Hon'bki Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERt (a) (1) 120, 

(2) 225 on 22nd Januar>*, 1931. 

(5) It has been ascertained that on one day the meat supplied to 
Muhammadan prisoners had been puri'hased from a Hindu shop. There 
was no complaint lij' the prisoners, but on a member of the jail staff 
bringing the fact that an objection might be raised to the notice of 
the Jailer, arrangements were at once made and are still in force for 
the supply of meat slaughtereil according to Muhammadan custom. 

(r) No. 

(f/) (i) Arrangements for the supply of meat are made by’ contract 
under the supervision of the Superintendent and medical officer. On 
this particular day (he Jailer ordered purchase from a sho|> as the coo* 
tractor’s rates were in excev** of prevailing market rates. 

(it) and (tiO Vtrfr (h) al>ove. 

Mtulwf EYED MAdID BAKEHs Is the lion’ble Member sure that 
the meat supjdied generally is gowl? 


Tilt Hoii’bla Eir PROVAEH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have nothing 
further to add to what 1 have already stated. 


OlMtiflMlidn of pClItiMl 

•Ef. iiMfivi EYED dALALUDDIN HAEHEMYs (a) With refer- 
enc« to the reply given to clause (a) of starred question No. 78, at the 
Council meeting held on the I8th August, 193ti, will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleated to state 
whether the number of jKditical prisoners in different jails of Bengal 
has since increased or decreased? 
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(6) Will the Hon'hle Member be pleased to lay on the table a states 
ment showing at present (30th January, 1931) — 

(i) exact number of political prisoners in different jails of Bengal ; 

(it) how many of them have been classified as — 

(1) class prisoners, 

(2) class prisoners, and 

(3) “0*' class prisoners, 

showing the figures separately for each district of Bengal; 

(ni) how many of them are males; 

(iv) how many of them are females; 

(v) how many of them are Hindus ; and 

(v%) how many of them are MussalmansP 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the procedure 
adopted in classifying the political prisoners? 

(d) Who is the authority in making the final classification ? 

(e) Who is the authority to whom ap|>eal should be made in cose of 
grievances in classification? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the fact that Kaviraj Khagendra 
Nath Sostri, an eminent n^spectable Kaviraj of Khulna, now in the 
Hijli Jail, has been classified as class prisoner? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of reconsidering 
the case of Kaviraj Khagendra Nath Sastri regarding his classification 
as “0” class prisoner? 

Tilt HonoMt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and (&) A 

statement is laid on the table. The statistics asked for in (b) (v) and 

(vi) and the classification figures for each district ore not available. 

(c) The courts moke the classification on such inquiry as is necessary 
to apply the criteria laid down in Jail Code Rule G25A. 

(d) The court, subject to the confirmation of the local Government 
in cases where classification in division I or II is recommended. 

(s) The priibner should petition the local Government thxxragh the 
jail authorities. 

(/) 1 have no information. 

(g) No. 
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referred to in the reply to elmeei (a) and (6) of et^red 
question No. 62 showtng the number of eiril disobedience prisonere 
on 20th January ^ JOS I. 


Jftib. 


WMUni ifnl. 

BURDWAN DIVISION. 

1. Burdwan 

2. Sari 

9. Bankura Bonrtal Inaiitu- 
ticm 

4. Midnapore — Dittrkt and 
Central 

6. Hooghly 
4. Howrah 


O twt ri i Btanl. 

PRESIDENCY DIVISION. 

7. Berhamporo Special Jatl 

f AJjpore — IHMriei and 

8. -« Ventral (India) 

^Aliporo — European 
^Prfwdent y JaiJ» Calcutta 

9. '< (India) 

PrraidoDcy Jail. Calcutta 
(European) 

10. Kriahnai^ 

1 1 . Berhampore 

12. Jeaaore 

13. Khulna 

r Dum Dum Special Jail . . 

14. •< Dum I>um Additional 

L J*ii 


NtrtlMni Mmpd, 

RAJSHAHI DIVISION. 

16. Kaiahahi — Dwfrict and 

Ventral 

10. Dinajpur 

17. Jalpaiguri 
10. Darjeeling 

19. Kangpur 

20. Bogra 

21. Pab^ 


DACCA DIVISION. 

22. Dacca— Diitfrict imd 

Central 

25. Hymnnaini^ 

24. Faridpur 

26. Bariaal 


CHrrTAOONG DIVISION. 

26. Cocidlla 

27. Chittagong 

Total for aU JatR .. 


Divkim I Divkion H Divkton Ht 
convtcia convieta coavieti 

(A d^). (B dat). (C Olya). 


kale. 

Female. 

* 

Male. Female. 

Mak~ 

FenuUa* 




7 





21 




10 

377 




1 

363 


37 


20 

13 




1 16 

81 

10 




6 




7 . ! 

03 




2 

20 





19 


162 


i25 r. 

800 





13 


25 






16 

1 




.. ^ 


1 

1 





’ 4 



1 

2 

106 


2 

88 

. . 

. . 

4 

.. 

1 

4 


" 


2 

10 

2 

190 


193 

10 2,039 

19 


2,467 



m 


iWTBSTKm 


[12r& Feb., 

Dr« NARESH CHANDRA SEN DUPTAs Will the Hon’ble tHember 
be pleased to state whether it i» not a fact that the percentage of 
political priHoners placed in divisions I and II in the earlier days was 
much higher than at present? 


Tfia Hon’ble Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: The figures 
have been given both with regard to August and January; since then 
there has been a large number of releases. I cannot say with regard 
to the new convicts whether there is much difference, but the actual 
figures are there. 

Maulvl 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; With reference to 
answer (//) will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to give the reason 
why Government do not consider it desirable to reconsider the case of 
Eaviraj Ehagendra Nath Sastri? 


Th% Hon’bit Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: Because unless 
Government 1 h> placed in jmssession of the full facts, they cannot act. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleustMl to state whether he is prepared to take any ai'tion to 
reconsider the matter? 

Tilt H0ll*bli Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: If an 

application is put in, I shall certainly look into. 

•abu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that the statement supplied by him is incomplete inasmuch 
as it does not give the figures for the Hijli special jail? 

TN Hon’bii Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: I understand 
that in January, 1931, there are no such prisoners in the Hijli special 
jail. 

Babll SATISH GHANDRA RAY GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state in regard to answer (c), whether it is the 
practice for the Hon’hle JMember not to inquire into facts on which 
the classification is made? 

The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: Ordinarily no, 
but as a questtoh of comparison of the cases of two prisoners,* it it 
made in particular cases; if facts are definite, then such inquiries are 
made in oases when prieoners apply. 



QrasTtem 




lit 


Unstirred Qtiislient 
( int wsr s to sHiioh iiors laid on tlio 

Clittilloation of priaonors. 

ai. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: («) Will the Hoo’Wo 
Member in (hai^e of the Politiral (Jails) Deimrtment be jJemiiiKl to 
«tate under what rule of the Jail Code the inditiral priw-ners of divi- 
flion III are l)eiu^ treated? 

{h) Is it a fact that the prditical prisouerH of division HI are being 
treated us ordinary convicts? 

Tho HonlMo Sir PROVASH CHUNOER HITTER: (a) and (b) 

All prisoner ai-e classified in three divisions, two of which, namely, 
division I and division II, are superior to the «»rdiiiary. Division 111 
includes all convicts not classified in a suiierior division, irresjiective of 
the offence for which they have l)een sentenced to imprisonment. 
Prisoners in division 111 4'onvicted of offences in <*i»nnection with the 
civil diwdwMlience movement ai*e si*gregated so far ns )M>Hsib]e from other 
prisoners in division 111. and where a jail contains a large projKMium 
of priscmei’s of the noii'lalmunng classes the Kuperintendent ie 
authorised to supply a finer class of rice on me<iica] advice under Jail 
Code Pule JOft, when necessary. Such prisoners are also not usually 
employed on the ordinary jail lalsuir. The member is referred to 
Volume I of the Rules for the Sujieriiitendence and Management of 
Jails. 


Agrioulturil loan to tlio evltivaton. 

SI. Dib« KHETTER MOHAN RAY: (a) Will the Htm’ble 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to eiat# 
whether the Government granted any agricultural loan U> the culii- 
Tators of Bengal in 19*30? 

(b) If so, what was the amount of loan grunted to each of the 
diatricta of Bengal? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government intend to grant any such loan to the cultivators in the 
current year 1931 ? 

(d) If * 10 , what is the amount of the projaaied loan? 

. (e) Have the Government received any reports from the Diatrict 
Magistrate of Tipi^era recommending a grant of loan to the cultivatora 
of Tippera? 

(f) If so, have the Oovemment granted any amoiintf 
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TfM Hiii^ Sir PROVAtH GNUNOiR MITTERs (a) Tes, 

(&) A statement showing the figures is laid on the table. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Hs. 3,06,267 has already been allotted to the several districts 
and there is a balance of Es. 1,24,733 which will be allotted, if neces- 
sary, up to the end of March, 1931. For the next financial yea^ a 
provision of Rs. 6,00,000 has been made subject to the vote of the 
Council. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) During the current financial year Rs. 1,65,000 has been 
allotted. 


Aqricultukal Loans, 1930. 



Rs. 

Bakarganj 

69,767 

Mymensingh 

79,000 

Bogra 

50,000 

Nadia 

7,000 

Khulna 

2,500 

Rangpur 

... 40,000 

Dacca 

... 47,000 

Malda 

29,500 

Dinajpur 

5,000 

Pabna 

... 15,000 

Noakhali 

2,500 

Tippera 

... 40,000 

24-Parganas 

2,000 

Murshidabad 

... 63,000 

J*alpaigrun 

4,000 

Midnapore 

9,846 

Rajshahi 

... 40,000 

5,06,113 


BldNl KHBTTER MOHAN RAYS Will the Hon*ble Member be 
pleased to state the criterion on which such loan is granted to the 
cultivators ; is' it the particular needs and demands of the cultivators, 
or on the criterion of the land they possess? 

Tim Hmi'IiIo tir PROVAGH CHUNOER MITTER: On the general 

damand in the locality based on recommendation of the CoUeclor^ 
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Hal Irtiaiw KESNAi ONANDEA AAllEMIl Will tha Bau ble 

Veiiber be pleased to state whether he is aware that a ooaference 
representing different interests and local bodies was held at Dacca in 
November last to devise ways and means for the purpose of granting 
loans to cultivators? 

The HonnUe tir PROVASH CHUNDER MlTTERl I am certainly 
not aware of it; I was not in India, but I a ill inquire into it if I am 
asked to do so. 

Maulei EYED MAdID BAKIHs Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state why Jessore has been excluded from the list? 

The Hoii’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERt Perhaps l>ecauie 
there was no application for a loan. 

MauM SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon'hle Member consider 
it, if an application is made now? 

The HofPbli Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs Yes. if the 
local oflficers rec‘ommend it. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTAS Will the Don ble MemW 
be pleased to state whether an investigation has been made to inquire 
into the condition of the t)eusants, and to satisfy the Government as 
to the exact amount required for agricultural relief? 

Tho Hon'blf Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MlTTERl This is not 
necessary for the purposes of the Agricultural Loans Act. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdli WiU the Hon bla 

Member be pleased to stale whether Government was requested by a 
resolution passed at the above conference to sanction a loan of five lakhs 
for the time being for distribution as agricultural loans to the 
cultivators? 

Tha HauHNa Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs I have no 
personal knowledge; this question does not arise. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARiSWAR RAYf Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether he considers the amount of loan for the 
district of Maids adequate in view of the acute distress prevailing 
there? * 

Tba Maii’bia Sh^ PROVASH CHUNDER MlTTERl I must ask for 
notice of this. * 



m 


QUESTIOm 


[12rH ¥m*p 


Mittlvi ABUL KAillil Considering the di8tri»M nnd the- condition 
of the (cultivators, will the Hon’ble Member be pleas^ to state whether 
Ooveranient has made any inquiry or investigation into the matter? 

The Hoti'ble Sir PROVABH CHUNDER HITTERS It has 

evidently been receiving the consideration of Government. 


Transfer of vlllagss to tlio Munshigan] subdivision. 

82. Mauivi ABDUL GHANI 6H0WDHURY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Menilier in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the inhabit- 
ants of a}K)ut 120 villages around Gasaria, now within the Daudkandi 
police-station of the Sadar subdivision of the Tipjiera district, have 
been agitating for the last 6 or 7 years for the transfer of the villages 
to the Munshigan j subdivision of Dacca district to which they formerly 
belonged ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the distance between Gazaria and Coinilla 
is about 80 miles by land and about 160 miles by steamer and train, 
and the distance between the said villages and Munshiganj is less than 
10 miles? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Munshiganj after 
inquiry i-ecommended such re-lransfer in 1927? 

((f) If so, will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been taken in the matter? 

Tht Hon’blu Sir PROVABH OHUNDER HITTER s (a) Yes. 

(b) The distance to Comilla is alwut 40 miles by land and about 90 
miles by steamer and rail, and the distance to Munshiganj is from 4 to 
12 miles approximately. 

(c) Yes. 

((f) Govemuwwit have been considering the proposal in consultation 
with the depaj*tiiientj< concerned. The transfer involves chauges in 
poli<*e arrangements and increase in expenditure, and these points 
require further (sons idera lion before a decision can be reached. 


Hul^'Trr-^n MHitaiit iurgMNit. 

88. Httilvl ABDUL GHANI CHDWDHURYl Will the Hon*bl« 

Minister in charge of the IxK*al Self-Govemmenl Deiwrtment be 
pleased <o state — 

(i) the present number of assistant surgeons in the Province of 
l^ngal; 



QITB8T10N8. 


m 


w 

uii] 


)„ ^u) how many of them are MoMlems; 

(Iff) how many appointwenta have l>een inaile in the Provimial 
grade of the Medical Service during the laat three yeare; 
and 

(te) how many MoaleniH have lH*en retruiled during the jwriod? 

MINISTER in oliarge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Rlloy PrM«i Siiif^ Roy)t A 

statement \h laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstorred question \o, *Vi. 

ti) 15() in ]M*inianent senice; 6 in tem|>orary nervice. 

(n) 14. 

(lit) 6 in 192S; 7 in 1920; 3 in permanent nervice in 1930; 5 in 
tewjwrary service in 19f30. 

(ir) 2 in 1928 ; 2 in 1929 ; 3 in 1930 (including two tenijKirary' 
aasiMant surgeons). 


MulMHiiiiMNitti ofRoeri in PtiMio Hoetih Deportment. 

34. Mayivi ASDUL CHANI GHOWDHURYl (a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in <’hurge of the IxK'al SelMlovernmeiit Department 
he pleased to atate — 

(i) the present number of officers in the Public Health Department 
of Bengal; and 

(fi) how many of them are Moslems P 

(b) Is it a fa<‘t that the late Hon’ble Minister (Kumar 8. 8. Itay) 
fnit in a note to appoint suitable Muhammadans when vacancy occurs? 

(c) Is it a fact that the order was noted by the Director of Public 
Health? 

(if) If the answers to (6) and (e) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been 
taken by the Government to give effect to the note recorded by the 
bie Minister? 


The Mr. SMOY PRASAD SINCH ROY I (a) (i) 280. 

(If) 36. 
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(b) The reference appears to be a roatine departmental note and 
GoTernment are not prepared to give information about such pi^rs. 

(c) and (d) Would then not arise. 

Matllvi ABDUL KARIM S In a previous session 1 asked a similar 
question; will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if, since then, 
there has been any change of policy P 

The Hoti’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There has been 
no change of policy. If the member requires any particular 
information, I must ask for notice. 


Number of oasei in the Munsifs* Courte at KiehoreganJ and BaJHpur. 

85. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in chai'ge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the number of cases and execution petitions filed in the 
Munsifs’ Courts at (1) Kishoreganj and (2) Bajitpur in the 
district of Myniensingh in the years 1928, 1929 and 1930 
under the following heads, namely: — 

(a) Small Cause Court suits, 

(b) money suits, 

(c) rent suits, 

(d) Small Cause Court decree, 

(c) money decree, 

(/) rant decree; 

{it) the number of Small Cause Court and money instalment 
decrees defaulted from the month of last Kartic up to the 
month of Poush in the said Munsifs* Courts; and 

(tit) the number of execution petitions filed in respect of those 
defaulted decrees in the said courts? 

Tht Hun’Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (t) A statement is laid 
nil the table. 

(it) Kishoreganj 473 ; Bajitpur 136. 

(til) Kishoreganj 38; Bajitpur 24. 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


•M 


Stttimtnt refmnd to in tho nply to damto {»} of nmtomoi fimtMn 
Vo. 36 ihowing tho nwnber of cotot and poHiiont 

fiod in tho Miinotft^ Courts at Kishoroganj and Bajitpur. 



3 p.m. 

Motion for an adfoummant of tho buoinoso of tho Oounoll. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: 1 hog to wove the 
adjournment of the bufiinestt of the Hoiwe to diMcuHs a definite matter 
of urgent public importaiu e, namely, the high-handedneeH of iJie jiolice 
in liaving made Jathi < hurges and aaaaulta upon a pea^'eful and 
unarmed prcweNHion, heoiled by Mr. SubhaM Chandra BoRe, Maycir of 
Calcutta, at the moidan, on January the 20th, 19-11. 

Tht Hon’IHf Ufa Wo Do Ra PRENTICE I May 1 make a Rubmisaion 
in reapect of this matter? 

Mfo PRESIDENT: Do you want to make it at ihU stage? 

Tilt Hon’lilt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I was going to ask 
whether this can lie considered a definite matter of urgent public 
importance. I should prefer to make it now, but I can make it later if 
you please. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The appropriate time for that is after I put the 
mttkw to the Council to enable it either to give or refuse its consent 
im have a discussion on the same. 
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Vm HMi’blf Mr. W. 0. It. PRiNTIOEl Might I mtggesi that i% 

i§ not a matter of urgent |mblic importance and the Council should 
not be asked to consider it? 

Mr. PREilDENTt 8o far as I am concerned, I have already ruled 
that the motion is admissible and the intending mover thereof haa 
already obtained my consent. It now depends on the House as to 
whether it should be disctuised or not. 

Leave has been asked by Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hasbemy to move 
his motion for adjournment which has just been read to the Council: 
is there any objection? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. RRCNTICE: I submit that it is not m 

matter of urgent public importance as the incident to which it refers 
happened some 17 days ago. 

I submit that 1 do not wish to criticise your ruling but the point 
is that this motion refers to an occurrence on the Independence Day 
which is an annual event and is a matter three weeks old. Tli» 
occurrence with which it deals will not occur again for nearly a year» 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is any Hon’ble Member 
allowed to make a speech wh<‘n the motion has been admitted by the* 
President ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. lh(» motion conc‘erns the department of which 
the Hon’ble Member is in charge and I think he should be given an 
opportunity io have his say to uphold his objection. Now that the- 
House has been asked to pronounce its opinion on the advisability of 
discussing the matter, it lies wiUi the Hon’hle Member to persuade 
the House not to yield to the mover of the motion. The Hon’blfr 
Member has made it abundantly clear that he is not speaking on my 
ruling which bui of course, ( luinot do under any circumstances. He- 
simply submits to the House the reasons on which his objection ia 
based. I do not think that there is any objection to his doing that. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABUs Will s[>eeches be allowed on 
the other side after the Hon’ble Member has spoken? 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Of course, the pnnci{)al factors are the mover 
and the Hon’ble Memlier in c'barge of the l^partment concerned but 
if any other member can adduce sufficient reasons as to why be wants 
to speak and if be is able to satisfy me on the point that be should 
be given a chance to speak at this stage, be may be able to catch my? 
eyes. 



ABJiTORNMENT MOTION. 




mmM AtUL KAiEM: I! the Hon’ble Mr. Pi«iitir« k allowed to 
git© Teosons why this House should reject the permission to move this 
motion and if others also are permitted to advance reasons for granting 
this permission, then there would actually he a debate taking place 
on this motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Abul Kasem need not be afraid of that. 
If things go wrong, as he apprehends, it lies with the President to 
peremptorily prevent it. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Is the Ifon ble Member 
entitled to make any statement after you have put that motion!* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, lie is entitled to make any statement which 
the President may permit him to make. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: May 1 draw your 
attention to the following section of the T/egislative Council Manual 

Section 83 . — If the President is of opinion that the matter 
proposed to be discussed is in order, and if it has not Ihmui disalloa^eti 
by the Governor under rule 22 (2) (section 71), the Pn^sident shall 
read the statement to the (’ouncil, and ask whether the member has 
the leave of the Council. If no objection is taken, the I’resident Hhall 
intimate the hour at which the motion will be taken. If objection is 
taken, he shall request those members who support the motion t<» rise 
in their places, and if not less than thirty memhers rise iicc(»rdingly, 
he shall similarly intimate the hour. If less than thirty meinbeis 
risf*, the President shall inform the member that he has not tlie h*a\e- 
of the Council.'* 

I submit that the only thing that the Hoii’hle Member (Un do is 
to make an objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is absolutely clear that if a member luis gcM 
to object be may be allowed to give his objection a definite nlrnyH} if 
he chooses to do so. It is, in ray opinion, inherent in the rule wbi(di 
requires 30 members to rise in their places to signify their conwiit to 
a motion for adjournment that at least members who are chiefly 
concerned may, if permitted by the Chair, advance arguments for or 
against the motion at this stage. The rules are elastic enough to 
allow the President to use his discretion in such matters. Any way, I 
am against gagging members unnecessarily. It is certainly not my 
business. A free discussion is oftener than not helpful, 

TIm Mr. W. D. R« PRENTIOE: Tlie }iotnt I would make 

is that ibis motion deals with an event wbieb took place on the 
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ladapendenoe Day, the 2dtli January, tliat it about a f<Hrtnight ago. 
Independence Day is an annual event and it cannot occur for another 
11^ months. If the discussion on this motion is to go into the general 
conduct of the Calcutta Police, then 1 submit that with the budget 
demands coming along, the voting on the grants for the Calcutta 
police would be the proper occasion to deal with this matter. 

Mr. PRiSIDENT; I have nothing to say with regard to this; the 
matter now entirely rests with the House. 

[Objection being taken the Hon’ble the President requested those 
members who supported the motion to rise in their places. More than 
30 members having risen the Hon’ble the President informed Maulvi 
Syed Jalaluddin llashemy that he had the leave of the Council to move 
his motion for an adjotirnment.] 

Tha Hoffl'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The first notice that I 
had of this motion was one which reached me somewhere about the 
3rd February, before the Council met, informing me that this would 
be moved on the 9th. When the file reached me, there was a note 
that the motion would be taken up on the 13th. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Was the note signed by me? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D« R. PRENTICE. It was, Sir. The motion 
was not moved on the 9th and if the reason was that the matter was 
$uh judice in the High Court, the High Court passed orders yesterday 
piorning before the Council met. In spite of this th© motion was not 
piade yesterday. Consequently when I learnt that this motion would 
be coming up to-day I was a bit taken by surprise. I shall be glad if 
you could arrange not to take it up to-day but to take it either on the 
13th, the date originally fixed, or as would be more convenient to me 
on Monday, the Ifith; if to-morrow afternoon is selected I have no 
objection but I should prefer Monday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It appears that I have passed an order to the 
effect that the matter will be taken up on the 13th, i.s., to-morrow. 

I think I cannot go back upon my word ; but, I cannot put it back as 
far as the 16th. Will you, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, please 
move your motion to-morrow immediately after the questions? 

NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. 

Tbir BingM MuniMptl (AmimlwmO Dill, ISM. 

Tbg Htn’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYl I beg to present 
the Report of the Select Cmnadttee cm the Bengal Municipal 
^(Ainendment) Bill, 1930, introduced by Mnnindra Deb Bai MahasaL 
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With one note of diseent. the Select Comniittce hae iMx^pted the 
BiB hi it stands and I now leave the hou'ble member in char^ of the 
Bill to explain the provisions of the Bill. 

MIININDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIs Sir, I beff to move that the 
Bengal Municipal {-Amendment) Bill, 1930, as reported by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration. 

In moving this motion I have got nothing further to add to what 
1 have said on the last session of the Council. I should like to say 
only a few words to impress upon the House the necessity of legislation 
on a vital point of law affecting the fraiudiist^ of a large section of 
the educated people of this Presidency. The object of the Bill is too 
well-known to need recounting. It was discussed rather fully during 
the last session of the (’ouncil and the Select C^unmittee carefully 
considered the Bill and recommended for its enactment. Section 
15 (Hi) of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, laid down certain 

qualifications wdiiidi entitled j>ersons to he placed on the Electoral Koll. 
Apart from property qualifications there were other special 

qualifications such as educational and professional whiidi entitled one 
to be placed on the electoral roll. By a ruling of the Hon’ble High 
(^ourt in the case of Clroru Chandra Maitiundar r.<. ('hairmun, Faridpur 
Munieijmlity, those having particular educational qualifications 
<tintemplated in section 15 (Hi) of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, 
were dwfranchised. I want to have it restored which had l)e«n 
curtailed by the Judicial^' by giving a different meaning to the 
particular sub-section in question, quite contrary' to the intention of 
the Tiegisluture. Some municipalities strictly followed the High Court 
ruling hut others U)ok the commonsense interpretation of the law, while 
in certain cases the same municipality applied the High Court ruling 
to those whom they wanted to disfranchise and followed the conimon- 
eense view of the law' to others according to their personal 
likes and dislikes. The amendment in question will bring almut an 
uniform standard of procedure in all the municipalities of Bengal. I 
hope and trust that this Bill as recommended by the Select Committee 
will have the best consideration of the Council. 

The following motion was called hut not enoved : — 

Rai Bthitfiir KAMINI KUMAR DAS to move that for clanie 2 the 

following be substituted, namely: — 

In clause ' (ttt) of the proviso to section 15 of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, 1S84, after the word 'occupies' the words *or lives in^ 
'diall be inserted.'' 

The motion that the Bengnl Municipal (Amentoent) . BSl^ as 
Ttporied by the Seleol Committee, be taken into consideratum was then 
put and agreed to. 


U 
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miNINDRA DCB RAI MAHASAIS 1 beg to move that the Beagal 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill, as settled in Council, with the change isi 
the year in the short title from ‘'1930** to *‘1931,*’ be passed. 


3-15 p.m. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANS Sir, I beg to oppose the motion 
moved by my friend Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai. If this Bill is 
passed, I think certain difficulties will be created which we should 
take into consideration. Now, according to the ruling of the Hon’ble 
the High Court, all persons who occupy holdings are entitled to vote, 
but if this Bill is passed then all persons who have the educational 
qualification mentioned in the section will be enlitled to be enrolled 
on the voters* list, irrespective of the fact whether they have any 
property qualification or not. Sir, in itself there seems to be no 
objection to the clause, but it will affect the position of students in a 
way that deserves consideration. We know that in all municipal towns 
a large number of students reside, and if this Bill is passed all these 
students will be ’enfranchised. We all know that in municipalities 
there is a good deal of party faction, and it will be very undesirable 
to drag the student community in its vortex. Therefore, it seems very 
undesirable that this Bill should be passed. l*oppose the Bill. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYit. 


All, Maulvi Natsan. 

■ai, Mr. tarat Oliaiiara. 

•allaM^ lUl laMur P tAv aira Natlu 
■antrli, Hal SaHatfur KatAab CAaiiira. 
■aa aar j ts, tabu ^Ittneraial. 

■aau, tabu Mtmtra Natb. 

■aau, Mr. Narantra Kuauw. 
ttaady, Mr. I. N. 

•aeal, tabu aahul Obaat. 

•battarlaa, |M. t. C. 

Obautburi, baba Misbari Mabaa. 
tabaa, Mr. 0. 4. 

Oaatiattr, Majartaa a r a l W. V. 
llaa» tabu tatyaaira Kuauu^. 

Bat, Mai tabatur Kaaiiai Kaaitr. 
Oaab, Mr, A. 4. 

Qillt, Mai tabatur Dr. Marltbaa. 
tawia, Mr. t. A. 



Mr. k. M. 


Nutabiata, Mr. M. H. 

Kaaaa^ Maulvi Abul. 

Law, Mr. turaatra Natb. 

Maiti, Mr. M. 

Marr, tba Haa*bla Mr. A. 

Mitlar, tba Naa*bla Sir travaab Obuatar, 
Maabarjaa, Mr. tyaampraait. 
Mabbapatbaya, Mai UMb tarat Ctbaatra. 
Nat« tabu tub LaL 
Nat, Mr. K. a 
Nag, Ma v araat t. A. 

Naaty, Mabaraja tria Cbaatra, af Katiar 
baiar. 

Naataauttia, tba Naa*bla Mr. Kbwalt. 
tMlaat, Mr. N. 6. V. 
tattar, talb Mmmmm fraaat. 
traaUaa, tba Naa*bla Mr. W. 0. M. 

Maihat, Mr. traiaaaa Dab. 

Mai Mabaaai, Maaiatra Dab. 

May, KuaMT iMb tbabbaraawar. 

May, Mabarala tatatiab NaMi, af DIaal- 


K. D. 
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Mr. •H«y pfmm mmgk. 
Mty ftaimiri, Smu Hmi OtMainu 
• ■ M I MI , Warn tatya KIMtar. 
iaMa i^ Maalvl Aaaat. 

•arinr, Sir ^aiaaatk. 

9m, Mai taliik AMiiay KaaMw*. 


•aa Maaia. Or. Nafitai Oaialra. 

tHlat Taj ta iia i ar. 
•iaka. Mala Oaliaiar iliiHwaira 
•f NaalHaar. 

•ir«ar» Or. Air Nllrataa. 
•taalHaa, Mr. H, fL 
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Narayaai 


NOia« 


Oaktlii Mauivi tkaili ftakiai. 
iaium MaMvi Syta MalM. 

•at, Oakw Uilit Kaaiar. 

Oaair UMtia* Maaivi M ak aa i a ia a . 

•ara, Mr. H. M. 

OkaiMkari, ICHaa lakadar Maattl All- 

Ckaatfkari, Maaivi tyad Otiaaa HaMar. 
GfcaaAkary, Maaivi Naral Akaar. 
Okawakary, Maji Mi Akaiaa. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oaapar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oaia, Mr. Q. R. 

Caaafji, Maaivi Nur Rakaiaa Kkaa. 
Paflallak, Maaivi Makamaiad. 

Rarrattar, Mr. 4. Oaaiakall. 

Haklia, Maalvl Abtfal. 

Maaala, NaiMik Maakarraff, Kkaii oakakar. 
Naaaaia, Maaivi Mukaauaad. 


Naa, Kkaa Aakik Maalvl iailal. 

Naaiaiii, Maaivi Utafat. 

KaHai, Maaivi Abial. 

Kkaa, Kkaa taklk Maaivi Maaaaaai AM, 
Kkaa, Maaivi TaaiitaMia. 

Lai Makaauaaa, Haji. 

Laka, Mr. N. R. 

Malliak, Mr. Makaaka Rakary. 

Nartaa, Mr. M. R. 

Rakauia, Maalvl Atitar, 

Rakaiaa, Mr. A. R. 

Rakaiaa, Mr. A. R. M. Akkar* 
talaakdia, Mr. Kkwaia. 

Skak, Maaivi Abkul HaaiM. 
talaiaiaa, Maaivi Makaaiaiak. 

•aaiaar, Mr. 0. R. 

Tkampaoa, Mr. W. N. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 


The Ayes being G5 and the Noes 36, the motion was carried. 


TIm Calcutta aunioipal (Amamtatant) Bill, IMO. 

Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 l>eg to move that 
the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1930, be taken into con* 
sideratiou. I ought to tell the members that this Bill is by no means 
a stranger to this House. A Kill for the same purpose was introduced 
in this House by my friend Dr. Suhrawardy and passed, but that Bill 
was vetoed by His Excellency. Th»-n, later on, Mr. Shainsuddin, who 
was lately a ineml>er of this Council, introduced another Bill for the 
same purpose, cic., for tl.e separation of the Harden Reach area from 
the Calcutta Municipality. That Bill was also referred to a Select 
Committee. That committee made certain amendments in it. And 
the Bill which I have had the honour to introduce is practically identical 
with it as it was settled by the Select Committee. Sir, Mr, 
Shamsttddin’s Bill dropped because he resigned his seat in this Council. 
But for that this Bill would hove come up for consideration by this 
House long ago. The object of this Bill is to separate the Garden Beach 
area from the Calcutta Municipality. I do not know if all the membert 
of this House are acquainted with the character of Garden Reach. It is 
a rural area for the greater part of it — I should almost say, a sylvaa 
distnci-^which has been added to Calcutta by a duke. I say a 
duke,** adTiaedl^, because when the Calcutta Muaieipel BQl, introdtmed 
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by the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, was under consideration, 
there was no proposal to amalgamaio with Calcutta this area of Garden 
Reach, and the opinions which were leceived and which were expressed 
by responsible persons, including m.y hon’ble friend, Mr. W. D. B. 
3*rentice, who was then the District Magistrate of the 24-Pargana8, were 
decidedly against the amalgamation of Garden Beach with Calcutta. 

8-30 p.m. 

Then the mutter was referred to a special committee which went 
into the (luestion of amalgamating the outlying areas with Calcutta. 
They also did not recommend it, hut ultimately almost by a fluke 
Garden Rea(‘h as well as fbssipore-Chitpore areas were amalgamated 
during the passage of this Bill through this Council. The result was 
that the inhabitants of this rural district found themselves in the 
position of ratepayers of the metropolis of Calcutta. Well, Sir, it was 
a position which the latepayers of Garden Reiu*h have not appreciated 
very much and for these reasons : It meant for them the payment of 
very much higher rates and as no one wants to pay more rates than he 
may not avoid, natujully the people of Garden Reach did not appreciate 
the idea. There was something more; while they were made to pay 
higher rates they received no compensating advantages. No doubt 
they hu<l the advantage of having almost the siime stuff which was 
engaged in the municipal work of Garden Reach in its old days 
employed on higher rates of pay, because they had come under the 
scale of tlie Calcutta Corporation employes. No doubt they had the 
privilege of paying higher rates and of having just a few slight 
improvements which were effected in one or two roads in the Garden 
Reach art'a. Most of the people of this area live in houses which 
I do not think the Calcutta Corporation, if it be true to its building 
regulations and bustee regulations, can possibly allow to exist. The 
people of these areas have continued to live in those snrroundings. The 
Corporation of Caleuta have not had the money which they expected to 
spend for the improvement of the Garden Reach area for capital work. 
That is a question which I know has been sought to W controverted by 
the Calcuta Corporation by showing expenditures on various projects 
which have been debited against the Garden Reach area. But in point 
of fact whatever may be the position of the projects in the books 
of the Calcutta Corporation, nothing has been done by the Calcutta 
Corporation for, improving the position of the ratepayers of Garden 
Beach. Even ih the matter of water-supply for the present the people 
6f Garden Beacb aiW mostly nnsatisfied with the prospect that they 
would be flushed with water when the Moore-Bateman scheme ciNEnei 
into existence, while for the present they have to content themselves 
with paying more rates. At present the Oaleuita Corpmtion has done 
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MM^flVlluiig to alleviate the moat urgent demanda of the people lor ilie 
drinking era ter by aupplying it by means of lorriea and 
boatSi Well, Sir, I have been to the area and I have seen to what 
extent the people are benefited by the supply of a*ater,'' It is 
undoubtedly true that a certain portion of the inhabitants^ that is, those 
who live near the main roads, are benefited ; but most of the roads of 
Garden Reach are inaccessible to motor lorries or any sort of vehicular 
trafiic whatsoever. Some of the municipal roads of Garden Reach or 
most of them, if I may say so, consist of narrow strips of land between 
3 and 6 feet in breadth lying through wwMled areas and whose mily 
glory is that they have flag stones on each side ere<*ted by the Calcutta 
Corporation. Most of the people live at a very gieat distance from 
the main road.s and to them the supply .of water by motor lorries and 
boats has given no relief whatsoever. They have to walk if they want 
to have water alnmi 20() or yanls and we can easily imagine the 
amount of rush there is to get water from the water lorries. The 
people of (hirden Reach belong imn-e or less to the rural area and they 
are not very mu< h pi-essetl for time it is true, hut all the satne they 
have not the abundance of leisure to enable them to go that long 
distance to obtain the supply of water. That is what the (Calcutta 
CoriKiration has done for them, liesides lighting two streets with 
electricity. I'he gri(*vaiH*es of the jieople of the Garden Reach aif»a 
have fieen the subject mutter «>t iiive^^tigation recently by a committee 
ap})ointed by the llon’ble Miiii.ster. That lotnmittee was presided over 
hy Mr. (f(M>de and has lefsirted, and the rejx^rt of that committtHj will 
furni.sh the strtmgest just iflcut Ion bu the measure which I have the 
honour to place liefore the ('ouncil to<duy. That report says that most 
of the grievances of the people of (iurdeii Reach are perfectly justifled. 
It further says that us a mutter of fact there is no reasonable chance 
of any substantial impnivemeut lieing effeided in the (iarden Reach urea 
by the (^ulcutta (VirjMiration. It also says that the improvement of the 
Garden Reach urea so as to make it a fit part of Calcutta would mean 
a herculean task. It says that while in some cases the rates of assess* 
ment have gone up eiiomiously already and there is a very great 
apprehension of the rates l>eing increased beyond all proportion when 
the revaluation takes place, and it is taking place now. All these 
reasons are entirely in favour of the separation of the Garden Reach 
area^ but the majority of the committee instead of taking the obvious 
course of restoring the »Uttu$ qtio until something better could be done, 
have gone to fM>mp]icate the scheme by doing for Garden Reach what 
they conceived would be to the utmost benefit of the people. They 
hold that, the Garden Reach area forms a distinct unit of Calcutta. 
Therefore, they think that the Garden Reach area should be administer* 
ed in respect of matters of improvemefii by a district committee with 
far larger powers than what the Corporation district committees have. 
In other words the Garden Beach area will form a sort of enclave within 
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the Calcutta Corporation. Well, it ia difficult to imagiiie why, if it is 
necessary to have the affairs of the Garden Reach area especially looked 
after by a special committee constituted for it, there should be any 
objection to restoring the old municipality. In the second place the 
committee recommend that the district committee should have a large 
amount of money — Rs. 25,000 in the first six years and Rs. 50,000 
thereafter — allotted to it for the administration of the Garden Reach 
area. Then they suggest that the larger work of improving—a task 
which they have described as herculean — should be done not by the 
Calcutta Corporation but the Improvement Trust; and for that purpose 
they make some definite suggestions including recommendations for 
tlie allotment of ade(iuate funds for making that sylvan area into a 
smiling city. Well, Sir, I cannot but feel that faith in the capacity 
of the Calcutta Improvement Trust to transform the Garden Reach 
area into a smiling citv seems to be a bit too exaggerated. I do not 
think that even if the resources which the Goode Committee recommend 
should W placed in the liands of the Improvement Trust, it would be 
capable of achievement. With it they could do nothing marvellous. 
And unless they do somethir^r very marvellous the Garden Reach area 
will not be very different from what it is now. Besides that there is 
another circumstance which I should draw attention to. We are 
familiar with the ideas of the Improvement Trust in regard to improve- 
ment of the city. I do not wish to grudge them the appreciation 
which they deserve for transforming old Calcutta into a much more 
beautiful city than it was in the past. They have done a great work in 
the past few years. Bui then the character of the improvements which 
they have made has got to be considered. They have improved areas 
which were mostly insanitary and filthy into beautiful residential 
quarters. In other words they have provided building sites in places 
which were formerly inhabited by dirty poor people for the compara- 
tively rich people. That is the idea of the Calcutta Improvement Trust, 
That body was entrusted with the work of providing not only for the 
rich, not only iof the well-to-do, but also for the poor. But the record 
of the Improvement Trust in providing suitable housing accommodation 
for the poor is almost insignificant os compared with the work theft they 
have done for the rich. If you want to do good to the Garden Reach 
area but not to the people that are in that area, that is not the sort 
of improvement that we want. We want that the insanitary conditions 
of the district should he removed : we want that the people should be 
permitted to live in far more comfortable surroundings; we want that 
they should be jprovided with municipal amenities in an ampler measure 
than they have now 4 but we do not want the poor people who have 
made their homes there to In* turned out bag and Imggage to make 
room for the rich, and the w’ell-to-do. W'e do not want Garden Reach 
to be converted into an extension ol Calcutta, the Calcutta of the rich 
and well-to-do. We want that Garden Beach should be made the 
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S^j^teniial home of the people who have li%'ed there so long and they 
ehoald be made to live there far inore comfortably than in the past. 
Thai is an improveinent which the Improvement Trust has not shown 
itself by its past traditions to be capable of achieving. 



^45 p.m. 

Therefore, Sir, I am not particularly enamoured of the scheme of 
the Goode Committee recommending that the task of the improvement 
of the Garden Reach area should be handed over to the Improvement 
Trust and that they he provided with adequate funds for the 
purpose. Well, Sir, if theiv is any reason why this |>articular recom- 
ineudation of the Goode Committee should not be accepted, I think the 
only alternative for us — if you want to do justice to the people of the 
Garden Reach area, and the Go(m1© Committee has unequivocally shown 
that as a matter of faid the Garden Reach people have been suffering 
from injustice — if you want to do justice to these people— the only 
alternative for us is to restore them to the status quo ante^ to restore 
them to their old fwsition. No doubt, it will be said that the position 
of Garden Ren<‘h Wfore its amalgamation with (^alcutta was none t<K) 
desirable. 1 shall l>e told that lieing so near Calcutta and seeing so 
much of Calcutta these people should not l»e allowed to live under 
similar conditions. Perfectly true. T also want that they should be 
given all the fncilitien, all the amenities of city life, hut unless and 
until you have l)efore you a scheme by which that sort of thing may he 
pcKsible, then do not, for God’s sake, improve them out of existence. 
Until you bring alMmt improved conditions, the only just and proper 
thing for you, I submit, is to let them continue to live in their old way. 
Personally, I think, it would he quite possible to draw up a scheme for 
the administration of municipalities of suburban areas without amal- 
gamation with Calcutta on lines which would be different from those 
which are in operation in Calcutta and from those in the tnufassal 
a)unicipalities. But we have no such scherach—no such municipal Bill, 
in (contemplation. We will have to take it up later on. We should 
have to devise such a scheme, if possible. But so long as you have not 
got such a scheme, I will ask you and I want the House to say that 
the people of Garden Reach should be permitted to continue in tlieir 
old way without subjecting (bem to injustice and hardships. Mean- 
time Government and tbe people may go on thinking out some scheme 
for improving the area. I, therefore, think that the Goode Committee's 
Report has served a very useful purpose and has been very helpful to 
me in satisfying the House that the grievances of the people of Garden 
Bsoch are substantially justified and that, in the words of tbs 
omnaiittee themselves— ''the grievanoes must W remedied.” But it has 
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not been a help to ue in iiolving out tbe problem. Tbe solution 
suggested by them is no solution. In tbe first place, the idea of 
extending the Improvement Act to this area seems to be very optimistic, 
and secondly, if it ever materialises, tbe people will find that they have 
been improved out of existence. I would, therefore, ask the House 
to rule out the Goode C’ommittee*s recommendations while relying upon 
the evidence collected by the committee and support ray Bill for the 
separation of the Garden Reach area. I have said already that the 
Bill has been discussed by a Select Committee clause by clause and 
that Select Committee have improved the Bill. What you have before 
you is the Bill as amended by the Select Committee which was 
appointed at the iiistunee of Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed. It is, there* 
fore, unnecessary to refer the Bill again to a Select Committee. I would 
therefore ask you to consider the Bill in detail and pass it. 


ThB Hon’bla Mr. BUOY BRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move, 
by way of amendment, that for the words “the (’’alcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 19;U), W taken into consideration^ the following Iks 
substituted, nan.ely: — 

“the consideration of the Bill be deferred until July pending 
examination of the report of the Committee appointed to 
advise on Garden Reach together with the views of the 
Iwdies concerned.’* 


Sir, at least on this ot casion, 1 do not propose to challenge any of 
the statements made by the mover. Dr, Naresli Chandra Sen Gupta. I 
shall not do it on the ground of expediency, if not on any other ground. 
My proposal is a ver>’ modest and simple one and if I may say so a verv* 
fair one. The GcAernmeni appointed a con»mittee, which w^as presided 
over by Mr. Goode, in order to find out some solution of this problem. 
The Goode Comulittee examined the tiuestion very minutely and they 
have submitted a report. The re|)ort came into tbe hands of Govern* 
ment only a few days before Christmas. We then circulated the 
report to tbe bodies interested in the improvement of Calcutta and of 
Garden Reach, viz., the Calcutta Corporation, the Improvement Trust 
and the PcH:i Commissioners. Their opinions on the Goode Committee’s 
report only received last week or the beginning of this week and 
the Government had no time to examine the Goode Committee’s report 
lioiig with these opinions. On this ground I will appeal to my hon’Ue 
friend and to the members of this House to accept my motion. I can 
.aasure them that I am in no way unmindful of the grievances of the 
people of Garden Reach ; I was a member of the committee, I had an 
opportunity ol visiting this area and I am very much familiar wiGi tim 
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proUftm. 1 think that some relief ought to be given to the people of 
Gerden Reach. Their grievoncea are that the.v have got to pay a kighar 
rate than they had been |>aying before and that many of them have 
been disenfranchised under the Calcutta Municipal Act, that the 
Corporation of Calcutta has failed to discharge its oMigationa 
towards Garden Reach and that the Building rules provided 
for under the Calcutta Municipal Act have caused great hardship 
to the people of Garden Reach because these rules are very 
unsuitable to the area which Dr. Sen Gupta has destTilted as a sylvan 
area. Sir, these are the main grievances and all these have been gone 
into quite fully into the Goode Committee's report. The members of 
the committee visited the area, they examined Uie representatives oi 
the ratepayers, they examined the Chief Engineer, Assessor and other 
officers of the (!orporatioii and they arrived at certain conclusions. I 
hope the House is not going to brush aside their recommendations with- 
out giving the Government an opiKu (unity to examine them fully. 
Sir, the Corporation of ('nb vittu has taken up a very reasonable attitude 
in this connection. They have suggested that the Government should 
bring a Bill <m llie lines of Goode ('ommittee’s recommendations. As 
a matter of fact I have already had a Bill drafted. But I had no 
opportunity ho far to get it examined thoioc.ghly and therefoiv 1 could 
not place it l)efore the House at present. I would earnestly request my 
hon'ble friend to posti)one his Bill till duly next when I hope to 
introduce my Bill and if (hat metds his retjuirciiient, he will he pleased 
to consider whether he would withdraw his Bill. This is a very modest 
proposal whi(‘h I place before the House and I hope my hon'ble 
friend would agree to it. 


Bobu dlTENORALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, in opposing the 
amendment of the Uon’ble Minister for IjCX'al Self-Government, I regret 
that I am under the ncc'cssity of exposing once again the utter hollow- 
ness and disingenuousness of the plea that he has advanced— the plea 
that Government has had no opportunity to consider the Goode 
Committee's report. That report was submitted in August last and the 
Government has had more than five months to consider it. If in spite 
of that, they pretend that they have not found time to consider it so 
far, I can only say that they are not going to consider it at all. 


TIm Hoime Mr. BUOY PRASAD BINCH ROYs May I offer a 
peno&al explanation, Strf 


BilNi ffITENDRALAL BANNiBJiii Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
ought not to intemtpt me at this stage. It is not a-poini of order. 
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Mf« PRiSIDENTi But he can certainly rise to offer a personal 
explanation. 

Tlia Honlilt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I said that 
OoTemment hare had no time to consider the Goode Committee’s 
report along with the opinions of the bodies concerned. 

Baby JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: The bodies concerned were 
interested bodies and they have purposely delayed submitting their 
opinion. The question is not such a simple one as the Hon’ble 
Minister would have us believe. He has not taken us into his 
confidence. He has not thought it proper to take the House into his 
confidence. He has only flourished before us a blank sheet of paper 
and said, “here is my draft Bill.” But that is nothing. What are the 
provisions of the Bill ? How is he going to implement the recommenda- 
tions of the Goode Committee? These are points of vital importance, 
and on them he has been conveniently silent. He says that the 
measure is still confidential.. Very possibly it is: but so far as the 
main outlines of the Bill are concerned, I submit that he ought to have 
taken the House into his confidence. But, apparently, he has not 
thought it worth his while to do so. Sir, I found a European 
gentleman laughing when Hr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was 
referring to the Goode Committee’s report. I do not understand the 
cause of that laughter; but I may tell him at once that we are going 
to take our stand upon that report and that report only. That report 
makes out an unanswerable case for separation. I am prepared to 
take ray stand on the Goode Committee’s report : but the question is, 
will the Government give effect to these recommendations? Will the 
Corporation give effect to them? So far there is no sign — not the 
least inkling — that they are going to do so. 

Sir, for the information of the House I may be allowed to 
summarise the Goode Committee’s rec^ommendations. The Committee 
begins by admitting that the grievances of the people of Garden 
Beach are genuine and well-founded. Secondly, they go further and 
eay that improvements of the area are urgently needed and that such 
improvements will not be possible under the auspices of the Calcutta 
Corporation. 

Mr. R. N. CUNAl Why not? 

BMni dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I may tell Mr. Guha that 
this is not my opinion ; it is in the report of the Gloode Committee. 

Mr* P* N. QIIHA: The Corporation think differently. 
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. . |Mni JITENORALAL EANMER^EEs Ye#, Sir, the Corporation 
think difierwtly and have thought differently for the last eeven years. 
It has pocketed the earnings of Garden Beach and has done nothing 
for the improvement of Garden R^^ai'h or for the discharge of their 
own statutory obligations. The Corporation of Calcutta ought to be 
ashamed of their conduct, and people who have got the cheek to say 
that the Oorporation has done something for them ought to be ashamed 
too ! 

Sir, coming back to the recommendations of the committee — the 
committee think that improvements are necessary and that a capital 
sum of Es. 82 lakhs will be required for the purpose, together wilh an 
annual expenditure of four lakhs of rupees for loan-service. Out of 
that sum of four lakhs, rupees one lukli ajul fifty thousand should he 
contributed by the Corporation and the rest by the Government and the 
Improvement Trust. Sir, here are the specific proposals which, the 
Hon’hle Minister says, that Government have not yet found time to 
consider. The Corporation has not also found time to consider them. 

4 p.m. 

• The Hon’hle Minister says that the Corporation were not aware of 
the fact, for if they were, they would have asked the Government, 
which means my hon’hle friend, to bring in a Bill suitable to their 
convenience. I shall place before you an account of the proc*edure 
which has been adopted by the Corporation. The Corporation 
considered the whole thing at their meeting and they asked the 
Government to bring in a Hill (»n the lines of the GcMule Committee’s 
report. As regards the details of that report, they say that they 
commit themselves to nothing and that they will reserve the figures 
for examination afterwards. In other words they nowhere «ay — my 
hon’hle friend is confounding the findings of the Special C<>miiiitiee 
with the findings of the Corporation itself — they nowhere say that 
they accept the recommendations of the GcMwle Committ<»e. Nowhere 
do they say that they will contribute Rs. 1,50,000 for 30 years as the 
Goode Committee propose. If the Hon1t>le Minister could cotrie here 
to-day and say, **ye8, the Corporation is willing to do its share of the 
bargain, and Government is willing to do its,” that would be a fair 
proposal and we would be in a position to accept it. But the Corpora- 
tion does not commit itself to the figure of Rs. 1,50,000, or any figure 
at aUL nor has the Government given any inkling that it will spend 
even one rupee upon the projects outlined. Sir, this bankrupt Govern- 
ment is. not in a position to pay anything whether it he for 20 years or 
30 years. That ^ing the case, what will happen? The thing will be 
left to the tender mercies of the Improvement Trust. But the 
Chairman of the Improvement Trust, Mr. Swan, has been far more fair 
aad candid either ^e CSorporattion or the Ckmnmment. He haa 
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told the Corporation quite plainly that, for the next five yearn, he will 
not he in a position to take up the. project of improring Carden Reach 
or even to look at it at all. And even after five years he would only 
be able to take up the scheme if, in the meantime, he is left unhampered 
to go on with the improvement of other tracts. 

This opinion of Mr. Swan fortifies me in my demand that the case 
of Garden Reach should be considered at once and should not he left 
hanging indefinitely till the Corporation is pleased to change its 
mentality or till Government is able to find ampler resources. 

Apart from the main question of funds, there are certain other 
rwommendations of the Goode Committee which also deserve considera- 
tion. Their second proposal is practically to create a sort of enclave 
or excluded area of Garden Reach. They say that for this one ward 
only there should he created a separate district committee with a 
statutory existence of its own and that the Corporation shoul.l assure 
this committee an annual income of Rs. 25,000 for the first six vears 
and afterwards of Rs. 60,000 for the next six years. But in ' this 
respect also the Corporation does not commit itself to the recommenda- 
tions of the Goode Committee. They say, “we cannot spend Rs. 50,000 
at all; but we may spend Us. 25,0(K) and even this sum of Rs. 25,00(t 
we shall spend ourselves and not through a district committee such as 
Mr. Goode proposes.” .Sir, the people of Garden Reacli would he 
perfectly willing to ucc<-pt the recomimmdatinns of the Goode 
Committee, if the Hon’hle Minister could give tliem any assurance that 
he would he ahle to implement hy means of a legislative enactment. 
But the.v cannot remain waiting indefinitely upon promises and 
expectationn. 

Sir, there are other fpievances as well as other reoommendations : 
but it is useless going into details. The main fact stands out that 
Garden Beach has not benefited ; not only has it not benefited by its 
amalgamation with the Calcutta Corporation, but it has positively 
suffered. Siiiee J|^7-28 the Corporation of Calcutta has been under a 
statutory obligation to spend annually a lakh of rupees in the 
execution of original improvement works : but, systematically, for the 
last four years it has avoided its obligation, and now it comes forward 
and says that it has supplied Garden Beach with water and the money 
spent on this water*supply sc'heine discharges its statutorv' obligation 
in full. 

The Oorpuration should be reminded of the simple elementary 
point that the niere fact that Harden Beaih «mtributes to the consoli- 
dated rates entitles it to receive a supply of water from the Corporation 
of Calcutta ; and it is doing violence to the spirit and letter of the law to 
•ay ^at» beoauae you * have supplied water to the Garden Reach 
Ifnnioipality, therefore you have d^harged your statutory obligation 
in fuU. It is a false, disingenuous and a most unsympathetie plea; 
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mA Garden rdfuMs to remain ama%r»natod with a Corporation 

wmoh is so unjust in its treatment of a nei^bouring district. 

Sir, erezybody is agrreed that Garden Reach should be improved. 
The question is: should this improvement be left to the Calcutta 
Corporation? Should it In* left to the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
or should the people of tianlen Reach themselves asked to shoulder 
the burden? The Corporation has done nothing in the past and 
therefore is not expected to do anything in the future. The Improve* 
ment Trust says that it is not in a jMisitimi to take up the improve- 
ment of Garden Reach, not surely for the next five years and perhaps 
not even then. Then, Sir, the question comes to this : if the Corpora- 
tion cannot impn»ve, and if (he Improvement Trust will not imprt>ve, 
vill the improvement of Garden Reach go a-begging? 

Will not the people themselves be allowed to do their share of the 
business? There are some people who say, ''separate Ganlen Reach bv 
all means but leave the King George’s Dock with us.” That sort of 
demand conies with a very ill grace from the Corporation of Calcutta 
or the champions of the Corporation of Calcutta. In 1922 the Govern- 
ment of Bengal appointed an independent committee for the purpose 
of considering this thing. That committee was presided over by Mr. 
S. R. Das, at that time Advocate-Oeuerai. It consisted of the 
President of the Calcutta Improvement Tnist Tribunal and Mr. J. A. 
Wnodheaii, l4ind Acquisition Oolle<dor, Alipore; and these three 
persons, constituting an independent committee, perceived the injustice, 
the gross injustice of this pixqxwal, namely, that n poor neighlmur 
should be robbed of its richest possession for the putqKise of improving 
the resources of Calcutta. 

I do not understand why there should he so much talk aliout the 
King George’s Dock area. After all the Port Trust will look after the 
sanitation and improvement of the D(H*k area— ns it has lieen looking 
after these things in (he past — and there is not the least reason to fear 
that the dock area will suffer simply because it is amalgamated with the 
Garden Reach Municipality. Nor is there anything inherently absurd 
in the idea that the dock area should be under the management of two 
different municipalities. 

Sir, I understand the difficulty I om up against in pleading (he 
cause of Garden Reach. The Calcutta Corporation is a powerful Iwidy 
and of course there are many people ready to defend it. The Port 
Trust — do not know for what reason — ^have chosen to ally themselves 
with the Calcutta Corporation. But this aHiance will not always last. 
Let the European members remember that, however much they pay 
their court to the Corporation, this alliance will not be profftable 
either to themselves or to the Corporation. Sir, people talk about the 
inierMii of the dock area and the intmeti of the Cikaiia Corporation. 
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hvA tliarg is « Hiird party whose interests also should he looked after; 
and they are the poor ratepayers of Garden Reach. 

As I was saying, I know the stiff proposition I am up against in the 
shape of this alliance between the Port Trust and the Corporation; it 
is a formidable alliance, and it is difficult for me, perhaps almost 
impossible, to surmount this obstacle. But, within the last few days, 
something else has been added to this obstacle ; the bogey of the Hindu- 
Moslem question has been most unfortunately raised in this connection. 
It has been said that, because the majority of the Garden Beach rate- 
payers are Muhammadan, therefore the Hindus ought not to stir a step 
in this direction. I say that this is a lamentable and most unfortunate 
thin^. During the last 30 years there has been no Hindu-Moslem 
question in Garden Beach and no communal riot has taken place there. 
If to-day, to serve a temporary purpose or to gain an accidental 
advantage in a division, we start a danger that does not exist, that 
danger will ultimately recoil upon those who have started the mischief. 
Let not such people congratulate themselves as if they have done 
something very clever; they have only defeated their object by raising 
the communal bogey. They will live to rue for it afterwards and the 
ruin and confusion that will follow will recoil on their own heads. 

Mailivi ABUL KASEM: The history of the Garden Beach Munici- 
pality and fresh legislation about it is an old one. Many members of 
the House will remember that when the late Sir Stirendra Nath 
Banerjea of revered memory wanted to draw up an Act for the consti- 
tution of the Calcutta Corporation it was never his idea to include 
Garden Reach within the limits of that municipality, but it was more 
or less an accident — or shall 1 say by a fluke — that Garden Reach was 
included in spite of the protests of the people of that aitia. Au 
assurance was given by the then Minister-in-charge, the Hon'ble Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea, that as it has already been done let it be 
worked for a fowr years and if the people of Ganlen Beach felt it to be 
im^onvenieui or not to their advantage, then steps would be token to 
separate that municipality from the municipality of Calcutta. Unfor- 
tunately for the people of Garden Beach and unfortunately for the 
people of India in general, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea did not live 
long to see how it worked, but all the same the administration of the 
Corporation of Garden Beach has proved unsatisfactory and thie is au 
admitted fact The people of Garden Beach and their sympathisers in 
the liegislatnre were not inactive or silent. Sometime back my friend 
Dr. Abdulla ^uhrawardy introduced a Bill in this House for the 
separation of Gbirden Reach from the Calcutta Owrpwwtion, the Bill 
was passed in thia House but the then Government, under the mfluenoe 
of the Cbdoutta Corporation, which, as my friend Mr. J. L. Bannerjee 
haa aaid, is a rich and powerful body and which played the game belilid 
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tk4 f^oenes nullified it. The assent of the Governor was refused and 
it ^ not become an Act, Then a^ain another BtU was introduced in 
this Council and, what is more, a select committee sat on it and reported 
but still Uiere is that opposition. 

In these days we hear a good deal both in this country and elsewhere 
about self •determination and choice of our own system of goveminiuit. 
We want India to have the right to choose its own constitution ; we in 
this country all demand in one voice and in one unequivocal voice Uiat 
we ought to have the right to decide what should be the form of 
government in this country. May I ask our leaders, the leaders of the 
Calcutta Corporation and Members of Government, to give the 
people of Garden Reach the same right of self determination if they 
think that that specific system of government will be to their advantage? m 


4-15 p.m. 


It has been said that it is u gieat honour to l>e included today in 
the great Municipality of Calcutta. 1 myself am not much enamoured 
of the Calcutta Corporation. Fortunately for me I do not live here but 
for the few days I do come, 1 find that the poorer municipalities manage 
their house n.ucJi better than the prosperous Calcutta Corporation, 
Sir, whether it is good or whether it is bad for the people of Garden 
Reach to own a noble relationship with Calcutta, it is their interesta 
and convenience that should be considered. The simple relationship 
does not help us much. We have been told by the Minister that 
Government had an opportunity of examining the report, but had no 
opportunity of examining it with the opinion of the Calcutta 
Corporation on it. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister, since the possing 
of the Bill in this House, which was introduced by Dr. A. Suhrawardy, 
and all these few years an agitation has been going on in this <*ountry 
for the separation of Garden Reach, have the Government ever taken 
any interest in the matter, have they inquired into the matter? It was 
only when this present Bill was introduced Uiat Government, as a 
dilatory matter, in order to see that the evil day be postponed for 
tome time, at any rate that the separation shall be postponed for 
some time, thought as an emergency measure of appointing a com- 
mittee presided over by Mr. S. W. Goode. Fortunately for the people 
of Garden Beach that committee took their work very serioutly and its 
r^rt as Kr. Baanerjee, who has studied the question very carefully, 
has said conclusively proves that it is desirable and necessary and fair 
to the people that Ofurden Reach idunild be separated from Calcutta. 
But I cauuot understand the anxiety of the Galeuita Cmporataon to 
have Garden Beach included in its jurisdiction. It has been said that 
«n old woman came to <nie of the Xiags of India aq^ said have been 
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placed in a diatant part of your Empire and I have a gnevanoa.” The 
King eaid '‘It i« not possible for me to inquire into your frievanoe 
as you are so far away from me.*’ The old wwnan replied “Keep 
no more territory than you can manage well.” May I ask the Calcutta 
Corporation that they should not extend their jurisdiction beyond the 
area which they cannot look after and give the amenities of civic life. 
It has been proved from time to time that in spite of tbe fact that there 
has l)een attempted legislation fi-om time to time, this legislation has 
failed simply because tbe Government did not give its consent. Well, 
the Calcutta Corporation never took any steps to remove the grievances 
of the people of Garden Reach. I am surprised to find that the Port 
Commissioners of Calcutta and the European members of this House 
are so fond of the civic administration of the present Corporation of 
Calcutta that they do not like tbe idea of Garden Reach being taken 
out of the juiisdidion of this great Corporation. That is their business, 
but as Mr. Bannerjee has pointed out, that view is quit^ wrong. I 
submit that under these circumstances justice, equity and right, 
demand that relief should l>e given to the people of Garden Reatdi, and 
relief in the form of separation. My friend Mr. P. N. Guha, a 
nominated member of the Calcutta Corporation, takes upon himself the 
responsibility of saying that the Calcutta Corporation thinks this and 
that. But 1 submit that the opinion of the Calcutta Corporation is of 
very little weight. If you are guided by the opinion of the Calcutta 
Corporation in the matter of this separation, then I think the people 
of India ought to aci ept the opinion of <he Right Hon’ble Mr. Winston 
Churchill on the future institution of India. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: 1 beg leave, Mr. President, Sir, to appear 
before you on behalf of the third party defendant in this case, and 
on behalf of that party to pray for an adjournment to give time 
for the consideration of that party’s position. Ah you are aware, Sir, 
Uie original si^t for partition was filed against the Government and 
the Corporation of Calcutta. 1 apjiear on behalf of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust which only discovered when the Goode Committee 
published its report that it also had been a party tx) this case, and that 
a ciaim was being made upon the Trust to meet an expenditure for the 
improvement of Garden Reach. The Goode report suggested that a 
gross expenditure of some Rs. 83 lakhs — a net expenditure of something 
like Bs. 60 lakhs — should be spent on Garden Beach, and that the 
Calcutta Corporation should suiqily a lakh and a half for 30 years. In 
the meantime, without the point of view of the Imjmnrement Trust 
being (*oasidered fot one moment, the Trust were requested to put up 
^ the rest of the money. I would correct Mr. J. L. Bannerjee when 
he says that of Mr. Goode’s proposal for Bs. 83 lakhs, the service 
only would be Bs. t lakhs a year, the Corporation would put up Ba* T| 
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k|iM of Uiio, and the Governmeitt Re. 2^ lakhe. NoiUaf ol the lort 

tiegin with Be. 4 lakhs would only serve a loan of Bs, 50 lakhs and 
Government did not propose to put up anything; the Improvement 
Trust was expected to put up all the money in the first instance and to 
be recouped only in part and gradually by the Corporation's payment of 
Bs. IJ lakhs for 30 years. When Mr, J. L. Banner jee refers to what 
Mr. Swan said in the Corp<jration» tlie other day. he was a little unfair 
to Mr, Swan for he did not suggest that the Improvement Trust was 
unwilling to lend its lesounes to help Gatden Reach. What he did 
say was that the Trust would find it difficult at once to embark on a 
scheme for Garden Reach without upsetting its immediate programme 
which includes such iinjiortunt matters ns finishing Central Avenue up 
to the northern end of the town, opening up Burra Baiar and so on. 
Mr. Swan on working it out c ame to the conclusion that though some- 
thing like Rs. GO lakhs would be the ultimate ex])enditurtf on the 
project of running such a road through Garden Reach as would ojien it 
up to civilisation, not more than Rs. 50 lakhs would be the expenditure 
within the next five years, or at least within the first five years afti'r the 
Trust embarked on the project. The service of this Rs. 50 lakhs would 
be about Rs. 4 lakhs a year, of wdiich the Improvement Trust would 
receive a lakh and a half from the Corpciration, as suggested by Mr. 
Goode. The Improvcmeut Trust has many schemes in hand at present, 
schemes laid out, and schemes which are in course of btdng prepared, 
and in order that its programme should not be entirely upset by having 
this new scheme thrust upon it, Mr. Swan suggested that the servire of 
the remaining Rs. 2^ lakb.H to make up the Rs. 4 lakhs lo cover tlu? 
service of the necessary loan, should be temporarily (for the first five 
years) put up by Government so that the Improvement Trust eould get 
on with its programme. The scheme for the improvement of Garden 
Reach is not at all, as Dr, Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta suggests, to make 
a garden city for rich men. If he read the Goode Committee’s report 
carefully, he would see that the suggestion all through has lieen to 
acquire only just the minimum, as little land as possible besides what 
is actually wanted for the road. The idea is to open up Garden Reach 
with as little expenditure as possible by running roads through it and 
giving it a drainage systeip with its own ouifaU. 

Bal Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTTs Sir, I regret I must oppose 
the amendment moved by my hon’ble friend, the Minister for Local 
Self-Government. I am also opposed to the Bill of Ihr. Naresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta in the form in which he has introduied it. To make my 
position clear, I would like to take the Council through the earlier 
discussions briefiy relating to this matter. The question of the exten- 
sion of the boundaries of Calcutta was discussed by a Corporation 
Specip] Committee in 1918 and we then definitely bald the view in the 
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Corpor*tioii that the extenaioii towlirda the south had gona far enougli 
and beyond a modificiation of the boundaries in connection with tho 
existing doc^ks, we did not recommend any further extension south- 
wards because in our opijiion the area was mostly rural in character. 
Even the Boundaries Commission, presided over by Mr. S. R. Das in 
1922-2*1, did not recommend the inclusion of the whole of Garden 

Reach. The idea was only to take in the new dock area, and 

the Corporation agreed to make to the Garden Reach Municipality for 
10 years an annual payment e(iuivalent to half their net loss by reason 
of the inclusion of the Port Commissioners^ new dock area in Calcutta. 
It was estimated that the income which the Garden Reach Municipality 
was deriving from the Port Comniissifyiiers was Rs. 61.000 and their 
expenditure over this area was Rs. 12,000, leaving a surplus of 

Rs. 51,000. On the basis suggested by the (Corporation, the Corporation 
would have had to pay to the Gaiden Reach Munit ipality Rs. 25,500 
for ten years. In the (’ouncil, an amendment was moved to include 
the whole of Garden Reach and this was carried by a majority of two 
votes only. Even this was possible only because two members, as they 
stated Hubsef|uently in the Council, went to the wrong Ix)bby by 

mistake. 

The agitation for the separation of Garden Reach has been almost 
continuous since 1924 w’hen the area came under the control of the 
Corporation and it has been kept up all these years. It must be noted, 
however, that of the rates realised by the Garden Reach Municipality, 
which Mr. Goode's (Committee has estimated at nearly Rs. 7 lakhs, 
about Rs. 5 lakhs is (contributed by the Port O)mmissioners, nearly a 
lakh and a half by large industrial holdings, the smaller ratepayers 
being responsible for about Rs. 62,000 only. The Port Commissioneni 
and the owners of large industrial holdings wish to remain in Calcutta 
and I see no reason why the wishes of the people who contribute 6i out 
of a total income of Rs. 7 lakhs, should be disregarded merely in the 
interest of » UMlge number of small ratepayers who contribute not more 
than about Rs. 62,000 a year. The position is that the smaller rate- 
payers sint^erely want to cut themselves adrift from Calcutta, hut the 
Pori Commissioners and the owners of mills and factories wish to 
remain in Calcutta. If we exclude the #hole of Garden Reach aa 
suggested by Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta in his Bill, we would be 
ignoring the wishes of the Port Commissioners and others who contri- 
bute the hulk of the revenue. If, on the other hand, a-e retain the 
whole of Gai^n Reach in Calcutta, we would be ignoring altogether 
the strong loc^al ' feeling which is undoubtedly prevailing in the rural 
portion of Garden Bleach in favour of separation. The obvious oouroe 
in the ciroumstancies would be to let those who are desirous of* staying 
in Calcutta remain in Calcutta and lei go those who aie imamm at 
outtuig thmnselves adbrift. 
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INiU if the obviouJ Aolvtion whif^h^ in tbe pn^Keticw of the divergent 
inlefeste and claims, suggests itself to us. But there are other reasons 
afiaii from local seittimente why this «»olutioii of the difficulty seems to 
be the most feasible. A Special Committee of the Corporation who 
recently considered the recommendations in Mr. (jtM>dc*8 Committee*# 
report, have indicated some of the reasons as to why the doc^ks should 
remain in Calcutta. I reproduce them below; — 

**(«) In tbe interests of sanitation anti public health a uniform code 
of rules has to be enforced and obsened throughout the Port Area. 
This is possible only if it is in one municipality. 

(h) The interests of ('nlcntta are bound up With the inteicsts of 
the Port and if any iK>rtit>n <»f tbe Port Area was kept insanitary and 
should happen to come under the quaiantine regulations, the whole 
f)f the Port would suffer. It is, therefore, as much to the interesta of 
the Corporation of Calcutta as to Garden Reach itself that the area 
should be brought up to the level of Cnleuit 4 i in point of sanitation and 
other amenities of municipal life. 

(c) Tho f^irporation are likely to carry out substantial improve* 
ments more quickly than the (iarden Reach Municipality is likely to 
do. 

(d) The Corporation have incurred a very heavy commitment iu 
the mater of water-supply and cannot retra<;e their steps.’’ 

While these arguments afford a clear justificatioii for tbe retentiow 
of the dock urea, they do not afford any grounds for continuing to keep 
the rural area of Garden Reach in Calcutta. The very fact that Mr. 
Goode's Committee have found it nec essary' to suggest sjiecral traalment 
in the matter of rating and in the matter of improvements, shows that 
the conditions and interests of this area are not the same as those 
of the other parts of Calcutta and it requires special protection and 
statutory safeguards. That in itself, I submit, is an argument for 
separating the rural area. Another reason for exeduding the rural 
area is that the area of Calcutta, as it now stands, is mucrh too largtr 
for efficient administration by n large body as the Corporation is at 
present. No elaborate argument should lie necessary in support of this^ 
•• several of the memhers of the Council have some knowledge of the 
system of working in the Corporation through committees, etc., and it 
wiU not be difficult for them to realise how difficult it is to carry on 
any administration and keep it up at a reasonably high level of effi- 
ciency over an area extending from Baranagar to Mafiahrue. 

Coming now to (he amendment of my friend, 1 feel, I must oppoer 
it heoaiMe it leads ns to nowhere. My friend snggeete that we shoelif 
peetpone ocmaideration of the nsatler until July, pending an examiiia- 
Mmi of the rsport of the comaiittee apiioiiiM hy OoveiBiaeiit to advier 
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on the grievances of tbe ratepayers of Garden Reach, One of the 
recommendations of this committee is that the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust should be required to carry out improvements as regards roade 
and drainage, the Corporation being required to pay annually for 30 
years to the Improvement Trust, Rs. 1,50,000, the Improvement Trust 
finding the rest of the money required to meet the cost of the scheme. 
The two authorities who are most interested in this matter are the 
Corporation of Calcutta and the Calcutta Improvement Trust and they 
have l)oth made suggestions which practically make it impossible to 
accept the recommendation of the Government committee. The Cor- 
poration have stated that they are in favour of the whole of Garden 
Reacih remaining in Calcutta, but they want that Government and the 
Port Commissioners should contribute towards the cost of the improve- 
ments to be carried out, 

The Improvement Trust on their side have pleaded their inability to 
finance an improvement scheme for Garden Reach to the extent required 
and have asked G(.\eniment to help them with a contribution for five 
years. If Govermueiit do not agree to contribute, the position will 
then be that neither the Improvement Trust nor the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion are in favour <»f tlie recommendations of Mr. Goode’s Committee, 
and such being the position I do not see w'hat we will gain by po8t|>oning 
consideration of the Bill pending an examination of the recommenda- 
tions contained in u report which, apparently, nobody seems to like. As 
regards the other recommendations of Mr. Goode’s Committee, the 
Corporation Sj)ecittl Committee have whittled down several of them and 
the (Jorporaticm have nut even accepted the recommendations of their 
own committee hut have guarded themselves by saying that they do 
not commit themselves to any detail and will express their opinion 
when an official Bill is received. I have now' made it sufficiently clear 
that wo do not gain anything by postponing consideration of the matter 
for an examination of the recommendations of Mr. Goode’s Committee 
as neither the Improvement Trust nor the Corporation are apparently 
willing to accept the principal recommendation without taking on to 
it what appear to me to be impossible conditions under the present 
circumstances. 

Moreover the Improvement Trust have not been able to carry out 
for financial reasons the main purpose for which a Trust was created, 
ru., the improvement of Burrabazar and I do not see with what justi- 
fication we ^n call upon them to undertake new responsibilities in 
Garden Reach and in other places when the full programme of improre- 
meut wrorks in Calcutta proper has not be^ carried out. Then agafh, 
from a note circulated by the Chief Accountant of the Corporation to 
that body in connec^tioii with the discussions on this matter I find that 
lis has itnted that the Corporation would not be in a poaiiMm to malm 
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oqI of revenue the annual contribution of lla. 1,50»000 to tbe Im|Mrove* 
mtni Trust and another Rs. 25,000 to be earmarked lor petty works of 
imjMrovement in Garden Reach as suggested by Mr. Gocnle’s Committee. 

Taking all these factors into account I do not see why we should l>e 
anxious to hold on the whole of Garden Reach when we know that 
we cannot spend money on its improvement without detriment to the 
interests of the city proper, and if we cannot improve the area, I say 
we have no moral justification to retain tbe area merely for the sake of 
an ideal. 

The only svdution in the circumstances is to allow the rural portion 
to go out of Calcutta ami to let the docks i*eniain in Calcutta, subject 
to the payment of a subside by the fVipoiution to make up for the Iosh 
of revenue which the rural niea will incur ns a result of the exclusion 
of the dock area, following the suggestions which were made by the 
Corporation in lfl23. 1 have tabled amendments on these lines and 
I shall move them when m> turn c'onics, but for the present I feel 
bound to oppose t)n» amcMicliiienl for deferring consideration until July 
next on account of a leport which nobody seems to like and which Iho 
tw’o local authorities vitally affected seem to agree to only on impossible 
conditions. 

4-30 p.m. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 want to say 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want to make u reply K 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Xo, Sir. I want to say 
that I am prepared t'» accept the amendment, of the lion 'hie Minister, 
and while doing so I might explain that I do so not in the hope that he 
will come up with a Bill emhodving the recommendation s of the Goode 
Committee 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do I understand you to withdraw the motion P 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: No, Sir. I want to 
accept the amendment of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may signify your willingness to do so, but^ 
it is really for the House to decide whether it should or should not bo 
accepted. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: 1 bad hoped that Dr. Ben Gupta would witb- 
liraw his motion. In any case. Sir, I have been attacked twice by my 
friends before 1 have opened my lips. Tbe whole thing is under. 
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^examination, and the parties chiefly interested are the Corporation of 
^Calcutta, the inhabitants of Garden Reach, and the Port Commissioners. 
1*he question is a very intricate one. We here and also in the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta have agreed that the people of Garden Beach have 
'Certain grievances and that those grievances should be removed, but 
whether those grievances should be removed by a legislation of this 
nature or by legislation of a different nature is the question that has 
got to l)e considered, and that is why I want this matter to be post- 
poned. There is one other matter which my hon’ble friends opposite 
should note, that the separation of the Garden Reach area will 

mean the creation of a small municipality under the Bengal Municipal 
Act. I need not impress upon the members opposite that the Calcutta 
Corporation is the only institution in Bengal which is entirely autono- 
niouH and which is not in any way under the control of Government. 
In trying to get Garden Uea<‘h out of the jurisdiction of the Calcutta 
Corporation, you are gt ing to place it under a condition in which the 
local Government will have a very large voicte in its affairs. That 
is a point which I want the gentlemen opposite to note. I am not 
either for or against Dr. Sen Gupta’s view, but what I want to impress 
on the nieml)ers is that the matter requires further l on.sideralion. And 
even if the principle of separation i.s acuepted, 1 submit that the 
provisions in the Bill are not siiflicient to remove all the grievances of 
the people of Garden Reach. The facts brought out by the Goode 
CcHtimittee and by the Special ('Oinniittee of the Corporation require 
that certain pnivisions should be made in the Bill even if the principle 
of separation is accepted. I, therefore, submit that the considemtiou 
of this mutter should lie postjamed. It would he better still if it is 
withdrawn. T appeal to Dr. Sen Gupta to withdraw it. 

Ufa il« CAMPBELL FORRESTER* Mr. President, Sir, I think it 
would lie unthiukuble to separate Garden Reach from Calcutta. I waa 
appointed by the Corporation a member of the Spetdal Committee to 
consider the recommendations of the Goode Committee. We took to 
our work very seriously , and we submitted an exhaustive report. We 
practically accepted the Goode Report excepting one or two small items. 
Our report was accepted by the Corporation. It will, thewfore, appear 
that the (’orjM>ration is practically committed to the retention of Garden 
Reach within the Calcutta Municipality. There are many arguments 
that can be advanced in favour of the retention of Garden Beach within 
Calcutta, one thing that weighed with roe most was the fact that the 
taxation of the poor was greater, but if the Goode Report is accepted, 
combined with the report of the Calcutta Corporatism, then taxation 
will be lees than it was previous to Garden Reach being united to 
Oibtitta. 
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Now, Sir, I have heard the argunenta which had beea advanced 
here for the aeparation of Calcutta and that the Calcutta Corporation 
have been doing nothing towards the improvement of Garden Reach. 
It i» hard to reconcile the arguments that are put forth by thoae in 
favour of aeparation. One of our Councillora the other day in the 
Corporation Chamber stated that one of the reaeons for separation was 
that the people of Garden Reach do not want good nmds or gom) 
latrines and the other amenities of Calcutta but want to remain as 
(hey were before the inclusion; then you have one of the members of 
this Council stating that they do want good roads, goml drainage and 
good lighting, it seems that the advocates of separation an' hard put 
to it for arguments in favour of separation. I would ask the Ifous^* 
to remember that the inhabitants of Garden Reach are at the present 
time enjoying all the advantages of our publie paths and lakes, our 
libraries and dispensaries without paying for these amenities. 

Then, Sir, as regards the matter of taxation, you have got to 
remember that there are two large mills, as well as King George*s 
Dock and these pnuticallv pay the whole of the taxes, which 
practically pay up the whole of the taxation except perhaps Rs. 40,000 
or Rs. 5(),(M)0 which amount is realised from the fmpulution of the rural 
area. The mills and Port Commissioners realise that if they had 
remained as part of a small municipality as they were before they were 
included in (yulcutta they would hase paid much less, hut they ara 
prepared to pay the excess, as they recognise that by this sacrifice they 
are going to reap the benefits in the near future. Then, it has got to 
be remembered that King George’s Dock is pracdically within Calcutta. 
If you had an outbreak of plague or smallpox it w'ould lie a c)uarnntine 
port and thus create great difficulties in Calcutta — (/alcutta with ita 
experienced organisation on municipal management is more likely to 
prevent this state of affairs than Garden Reach, it being a small 
municipality. 

Therefore, Sir, the question that weighs mostly with me is that 
there is no increased taxation on the poor if Mr. Goode's report ia 
adopted. 

It has been said that we in the Calcutta (Corporation have done 
Eothing for Garden Reach. I would refer the meml»ers of this House 
to the report that has been issued by the committee apptiinted from 
the Corporation to consider (f node’s report and this will show what 
improvements we have effected. Besides, wrhat we have already done 
sad what' money spent, we are cx)mmitted on the question of water- 
supply extension, drainage, lighting, and other measures of sanitary 
improvement. AU the argumenta that I have heard on behalf of the 
aeparation of Garden Reach are, in my opinion, shortsighted and Have 
m mo^ve of aelf-interest behind them. If w e look to the mnnieipalftfee 
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of the large cities all over the world, we find that they have eventually 
swallowed up the smaller ones — it is a natural ad\'ancement that 
cannot be stopped. 

Bibit dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the member right in saying that there is a motive behind the idea 
of separation P 

Mfc d« CAMPBELL FORRESTER* Sir, I said that it was my 
impression. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, it is not a question of 
impression, but of making a definite charge. Whatever impression 
Mr. Campbell Forrester may have, he has no right to make a definite 
charge like that. 

Mr« PRESIDENT” I think Mr. Campbell Forrester’s remarks were 
of a sweeping character. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: T think out of decency he 
should withdraw these remarks. 

Mfa d« CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, I made tiiose remarks 
merely as a passing statement that it was my impression. If there is 
any offence given, I am really sorry. 

One word more and I am finished. 1 do not wish to detain the 
House any further beyond saying that if we look at the history of the 
large central inunicipnlities in Knglaiid we find that the larger ones 
have swallowed up the smaller ones. And my own personal experience 
is that eventually the smaller ones, after a little time, saw the wisdom 
of this and were proud to be called the citizens of the larger cities. 

Rii Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Mr. President, 
Sir, although not personally interested in this Bill, coming as I do from 
a distant part of East Bengal, yet having regard to the important 
issues involved, 1 desire to say a few* w'ords regarding the Bill which 
to all intents and purjmses seems to be unnecessary and uncalled for. 
1 will now' give my reasons for the same. Being connected for nearly 
a d(H?ade with^ the administration of a premier municipality in this 
province, I can foresee what the consequences of the proposed 
separation will be ; it will only have the effect of depriving the rate- 
payers and residents of Garden Keseh area of the amenities of civic 
life which they are enjoying at present although not in so marked a 
degiw as might be expected. It had been my privilege to viaii iha 
axeaa and from what 1 aaw I am definitely of opinion that if tlie BUI 
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w^dir discuMion is passed, the little improvements that have been 
elteeted during the past seven years that Garden Reaeh has been under 
the administration of Calcutta Corporation will 1>6 stopped and the 
whole area will lapse back into its former condition. In these daye 
of improvements and progress, it would be a retrograde measure to 
separate the said areas from the Calcutta Corporation. 

The income of the Garden Reach Municipality was about 
Rs. 1,80,0(K) HO far as my information goes, before the areas came 
under the management of the Corporation of Calcutta. The improve- 
ments that have been effected, viz,, the lighting of the streets with 
electricity, coal-tarring of important thoroughfares, establishment of 
primary schools, maternity centre, grants-in-aid to middle English 
schools, etc., will go for nothing as it will not he possible for the 
new municipality of Garden Reach to maintain tfiem at their present 
level of efficiency. 

A glance at the Budget figures of the Calcutta Ooiporation will 
satisfy the hon’ble members of this House that (he cousolidate<l rates 
levied in the Garden Reach area are Rs. 9,()5,0(M) out of which 
Rs. 5,00,000 (approximately) represents taxes on account of the King 
George’s Dock. Out of the actual collection of Rs. 8,55,000, as is 
evident from the budget estimates of the (k^rporation for 1930-81, a 
substantial portion is spent by the (’alcutta Corporal ion on the 
provision of civic amenities for the residents and rutopuyers of Garden 
Reach. If a .separate municipality is constituted at Ganlcn Ren<‘h, the 
prospects of improvements with the meagre income of the munii ipality 
will be remote. 

Looking into the statistical returns, it will he found that there has 
been a distinct improvement in the sanitary and the general health 
conditions of the people of Garden Reach under the administration of 
the Corporation. The expert advic<» that the r<*sidenis of Garden 
Reach can now get will be denied to them if the areas are separated 
as proposed. 

I dq, therefore, strongly support the proposal of the Hon’ble 
Minister to postpone the consideration of the Bill till July next so that 
we may examine the provisions of the Bill more fully in all its aspects 
and thereby come to an agreed settlement of the question. It is a 
question of five months and I do not think the residents and rate- 
payers of Garden Reach will be the worse for it if they wait for five 
months only. With these words, I oppose the consideration of the 

Bm. 

* 

Or. NARItH CHANDRA SIN OURTAi Sir, I hAve heard nothinir 
ia the ooiirM ti this debate which hae ia any way tended to- oonrinoe 
■a that Oerv ia a eaee againat the Bill which I hare had the boaonr 
al Inf*— thia Hoaaa. The Hoa'bla Miniator haa pngmaed that 
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the coneideration of this matter be poatponed by a few months. I feel 
that the bng suffering people of Garden Reach might possibly 
consent to such u postponement rather than accept the help which has 
been offered by my friend, Dr. Haridhan Dutt. While he was speaking 
on this motion I was indeed tempted to cry to be saved from my 
friends. Tht* people of Garden Iteach have got grave grievances and 
they want to be separated from (’alcutta; but they do not want to be 
treated in the way Dr. Dutt wants to treat them, r/r., to take away 
their purse and turn them adrift after giving them a dole. Well, Sir, 
I do not believe in doles : 1 do not believe in this sort of treatment. If 
you are satisfied that the (harden Reach people liave grievances which 
have got to be redressed and that there is no better remedy than the 
one which has been suggested, then the only course is to restore them 
to the $tatui quo. Dr. Dutt has satisfied tlie House that the recom- 
mendations made by the Goode Committee, however good they may be, 
have not the slightest chance of being translated into a(‘tion — and for 
this I thunk my friend. After his eloquent words I liave heard 
nothing to satisfy myself that there is the slightest chance of the 
recommendations materialising within 6, 10 or say 20 years. If that 
be so, I think there is a very strong case, an unanswerable case for the 
separation of the Garden Reach area. If I prefer to go with the 
Hoirhie Minister rather than with my friend, Dr. Dutt, it is not 
because 1 have any apprehension tliat the Minister would be able to 
produce such a scheme which will he satisfactory’ to the people of thie 
area, hut in the hope that when he has realised in the course of these 
few months the desperate <‘liarttcter of the effort he will himself be 
indui'i'd to (fome to my side. I hope he will never go over to my 
friend, Dr, Dutt. 

Now, Sir, much has been said on this matter. My friend, Mr. 
Abul Kasem, has referred to the principle of self-^letermination ; and 
there is no doubt that in a matter like this the will of the people of 
the locality ought to count for a great deal. The people of that 
locality have in no unmistakable terms expressed their opinion for 
separation. On the other hand, Mr. Campbell Forrester points out 
that the poor people living in this area pay only a small portion of the 
tax. So they need not count. I wish that the members of the House 
will give no countenance to this purse-proud mentality which looks 
down upon the poor. 

5 p.in. 

The poor may not pay much in taxes but they are the men who 
aount: And their voice is certainly as much eatitled to be heard as the 
voioa of the bloated rich. We have often seen that peoide-~poor 
^peofle living in a oartain locality have attracted the attention ol soma 
4 Mnmuamal magaata or soma big limited who tboagbi tbab 
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tlm flaee they were inhahitinfr wae good for eome coinnaercial 
4Hilei|»ri8e. Theee cominercial people then came and occupied the 
place-Hstarted munieipalitieH — providetl ainenitiea to the people, but 
m time went on the locality wuh awalloweti up by mills, etc. M> 
hon’ble friends who have spoken in that strain are apparently biding 
their time till they can swallow up fiarden Reach and drive away the 
people who have been living there for generations past. 

An argument has been made that if the (lardeu Reach area is 
allowed to remain as a municipality constituted under the Bengal 
Municipal Act it would he a hot-bed of eholem and smallpox and it 
would coutinue to be a meuaee to the city of Culeiitta and to the whole 
province. I do not know that the inufassal municipalities are 
inefficient agencies for the prevention of cholera and smallpox. There 
are municipalities in inufassal and there are corporations besides thi' 
eWpurution of (’alcutta. Tliey are managing their affairs fairly satis- 
factorily — at any rate, there has not been a ease in which a municipality 
failed to check the spread of smallpox and cholera. For the matter of 
that do you not have cholara and smallpox in Calcutta? Why, I 
think we have more smallpox in Calcutta than anywhere else in other 
municipalities. However, if such a thing comes to pass — let us 
suppose that such a calamity befalls (larden Reach and the situation is 
created which the people of that locality fails to cope with with their 
meagre finances — then it would be in the interest of the city of 
Calcutta — it would bi* in the interest of the p€‘ople of Bengal— to come 
to their rescue. The provincial revenues should come to the aid of the 
municipality, the expert assistance of the (lovernment officers should 
be afforded to the municipality to cope w^ith the situation. If a 
situation like that arises, the Government of Bengal cannot lie sitting 
idle, the Public Health Department cannot be sitting idle and I am 
sure even the Hon ’hie Mr. Marr will not shut up his purse strings. 
Well, Sir, these are altogether imaginary terrors, and I consider that 
all these imaginary terrors should not stand in the way of doing 
justice to the people of Garden Rewh ; and on the strength of this 
imaginary terrors a bare act of justice to the people of Garden Reach 
is sought to be prevented and if anybody comes forward to speak for 
the poor people and plead for doing justice to them w© are to be told 
that there is something behind that, he has some self-interest in the 
matter. I know, Sir, that that is the mentality which may be nsso- 
ciated with a certain nation who are proverbially incapable of doing 
anything without self-interest but a mentality with which we are not 
very mucji familiar. What ground had Mr. Camplmll Forrester to indulge 
in a fti&g like this? What ground baa he to impute selfish moiiTea to 
us? Is there anything in the antecedents of any one of us to jnstrly 
this unworthy insinuation? Is there anything substantial upon which 
you are justified to make this what I may eall an untsanl^ attack? 
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Sir, Mr. Campbell Forrester may be surprised to hear it but we some* 
times do things without any self-interest-— we sometimes do feel for the 
poor and when we feel that an act of injustice is going to be done to 
the poor we do not hesitate to raise our voice against it. We do not 
count our pounds, shillings and pence in that connection. 

My friend, llai Bahadur Eeshab Chandra Banerji, has commented 
upon the proposal tliat the separation of the Garden Reach area is a 
retrograde measure. I should have thought that a person who has 
been so intimately associated with municipal life of a mufassal 
municipality which is not a part of the Calcutta Corporation should be 
so partial to the Calcutta Corporation as to damn all mufassal munici- 
palities. Merely because a municipality happens to be governed by 
the Bengal Municipal Act and not by the Calcutta Municipal Act it 
does not follow, as my friend would think, that it will not be able to 
function efficiently. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI; I simply said that 
with a separate muaicipalitv it will not be possible for Gurdcii Reach 
to effect such improvements as are possible if it chooses to remain 
under the Calcutta Corporation. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN CUPTA; Sir, arguments like that 
leave mo cold when 1 see what the Calcutta Corporation has done for 
the Garden Reach area. Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji has 
seen the locality — has seen the conditions of the people there and yet 
he thinks that the Calcutta Corporation have been doing great things 
for them. Sir, I beg leave to say that I would prefer to agree with 
the Hon’ble Minister than with Rai Bahadur Br. llaridhan Dutt. 

[Here the member having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.] 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: May I have your ruling on the point — in case 
the Hon’blo Minister’s proposal is a(‘cepted does Dr. Naresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta’s Bill automatically fail or it can be revived again in July? 

6-15 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The amendment in any case cannot kill the 
Bill outright. Dr. Sen Gupta moved for the consideration of the Bill and 
if its consideration is put off by the amendment before the House, tbe 
net result of it will be that until Dr. Sen Gupta again moves for the 
consideration gf tbe Bill in another session, the Bill will stand where 
it stands to-dtiy. 

Rli BnlMHilir Or. HARIDNAN DUTT: Sir, if the amendBient ii 

carried can he move for consideration before July nexif 


Mr. PRBilOlNTt No. 
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file motion that the consideration of the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill be deferred until July pending examination of the 
report of the committee appointed to advise on Garden Beach together 
with the views of the bodies concerned, was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYit. 


•al, iab« unit Kumar. 

•al. Mr. larat ChanSra. 

•allaMi, nai BataSar OtbtMra NatK. 
•aiiMii, Rai BaliaSur Katliata CKandra. 
•arma, Rai taiiib Paiwaanan. 

Ra«M, Rabii SattfiSra Nata. 

RaMi, Mr. Raramlra Kumar, 
miandy, Mr. K. N. 

■aat, Mr. a M. 

■iiral, aabu Rohul Clwad. 
aura, Mr. H. H. 
caalttrjM, Mr. B. C. 

OlwiNfliuri, Babu Kitbari Mabaa. 

Clarb, Mr. I. A. 

Caba a , Mr. 0. <1. 

CapbibBtr, MaJar^Rtnaral W. V. 

C aspar, Mr. C. R. 

Oaia, Mr. a. R. 

Oaa, aabu tatyanSra Kumar. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Kamiai Kuaiar. 

Oatb, Mr. A. J. 

Battaa, Mr. 0. A. 

Paraaui, tba Haa*bla Kbaa Babadur 
K. 0. M. 

Pawaut, Mr. L. R. 

Parrattar, Mr. J. Campball. 

Qaagali, Rai Babadur futil Kumar. 

Bbata, Or. Amulya Rataa. 

Obaaa, Rai Babadur lasaaba Camar. 
Obumavi, tba Haa'bla Albadj Sir Abdai* 
barim. 

BUabHat, Mr. R. N. 

Oardaa, Mr. A. 0. 

Buba, Babu PrafulU Kuaiar. 

Ouba, Mr. P. N. 

Buraar, Mr. 0. W. 

Nuaaaia, Mauivi Laufat. 

Hutablagi, Mr. R. H. 


Kbaa, Mr. Raiaur Rabaiaa. 

Luba, Mr. N. R. 

Macuira, Mr. L. T. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Marr, tba Haa'bla Mr. A. 

Millar, Mr. C. 0. 

Mittar, tba Haa'bla Sir Praaaab Obuadar. 
Mubbapadbaya, Rat tabib Caral Obaadra. 
Mttiliab, Mr. Mubuada Babary. 

Has, Babu tub Lai. 

NaB* Mr. K. 0. 

Na«. Ravaraad B. A. 

Naady, Mabaraja trit Obaadra, af Kaaiai* 
batar. 

Nailmtiddia, tba Haa'bla Mr. Kbwaja. 
Hartaa, Mr. H. R. 

Pbilpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Paddar, Batb Hunuaiaa Pratad. 

Praattaa, tba Han*bla Mr. W. 0. R. 

Raibat, Mr. Praaanaa Dab. 

Rai Mabaaai, Muaiadra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Naaaadra Narayan. 

Ray Cbaudburi, Mr. K. f. 

Ray Obatvdbury, Babu latitb Obaadra. 
Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Babu Harlbaaaa. 

Ray, Babu tatyaadra Hath. 

Ray, Mr. tallMwar tHigb. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kuaiar. 

Roy, tba Haa'bla Mr. Bijay Praaad iiafb. 
•abaaa, Babu tatya Kiabar. 
tarbar, Rai tabib Rabat! Mabaa. 
taa, Rai tabib Ahtbay Kumar, 
tiagb, trijut Taj Babadur. 
tiraar, Or. tir Hilratan. 
tiaplataa, Mr. H. B. 
tuaiaar. Mr. 0. R. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 


NOES. 


All, Mauivi Haataa. 
flakab, Mauivi tbaib Rabim. 

BahtR, Maubrl tyad MaJM. 

B a a arji, mr. P. 

Baaaarjaa, Babu ditaadralal. 

Bbaudliuri, Kbaa Babadur Mauivi All- 
aauisamaa. 

Obaudburi, Kbaa Babadur Mauivi HBitur 


OBaadburi. Mauivi tym ( 


_ _ % Hbg Badi ABiaML 
dbury, MauM Abdul CbuuL 
laaufli, L.UUIVI Mur “ ‘ 


MabHu, Mauivi AbduL 

HBuua, Kbaa Babadur Mauivt AiiiuL 

Hatbamy, MauHrl tyvd dululuddia. 

Hauua, Kati Bmdadul. 

Maaaia, Naumb Mutbarruf, Kbaa Babadur. 
Matiubi, Maubrl M ub a mm a d 
Hub, Kbaa tabib Mauivi Baslul. 

KuHm, Mauivi AbduL 

KatMu, Mauivi AbuL 

Kbbb, KbBb tabib Mauivi MuaiMMi AH. 

Kbaa, Mauivi Tuaiffuddla. 

Lul Mubaa iu H d, KulL^^ 

Rbbiuad^ Asmw. 

Babimaub Hr. Ak R. 



mMMms* bills, iittm wm:, 


IffctiMin, Mr. A* P. I 
HtTi Mr. tluuitl tUPliliarMwtr. 


•Mar, Sir imtmmtM. 
tm Oupta* Dr. Narttli Ctwiwira. 


Kay Oiio«idliiiri, SjiIm Htm OluifNira. | •otaiiMiiif Mavtvi M« 

iaiWMlt Maiiivf AMttt. 

The Ayes being 73 and the Noea 37, the motion was carried. 


Ths Calcutta Mumoipai (Amandment) Bill, ISM. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I beg to move that tho 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1930, be taken into con- 
sideration . 

Sir, when the (Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, was passed it was 
thought that <ho purity of Home of the staple articles of food of the 
Indian people was cmsured in Calcutta. We were those who were 
closely associated with the passing of the same Act since it was in the 
stage of a draft Bill and went away satisfied in this respect. But, Sir, 
it is a matter of great regret that our dream was soon broken. It is 
true that since the introduction of the stringent sections meant for 
ensuring the purity of mustard oil in the Calcutta Municipal Act, those 
who were concerned in the trade of that commodity thought that no 
adulteration was possible but they tried to meet the public demand for 
pure mustard oil by producing edible oil and bringing that before the 
public for their consumption. But soon these people discovered some 
flaws in our Act and for this my lawyer friends are not a little 
responsible. These lawyers and traders conjointly discovered that if 
mustard oil was sold in the name of edible oil any amount of adultera- 
tion was possible in spite of its prohibition in the Oalcutta Municipal 
Act, without putting them within the net of law. When the Act was 
in the draft form the flaw escaped us and hence all this disappointment. 

In 1924, when the Act came into force, as I have already said, there 
was in the beginning a remarkable movement to ascertain the 
constituents of certain food article.s and in 192f> the Corporation of 
Calcutta appointed a sub-committee to recommend to Government the 
declaration of the normal <'oiistitueuts of ( ertain articles of food. 
That committee consisted of nine chemists of eminence as follows: — 

Major A. I). Stewart of the Bengal Laboratory. 

Dr, B. N. Ghose. 

Dr. K. V. Briggs, Public Analyst. 

Dr. H. K. Sen, University College of Science. 

Dr. E. L. Watiton, of Messrs. D. Waldie & Co. 

Mr. H. Cooper. 

Mr. I. H. Harris, of Messrs. D. Waldie A Co. 

Dr. B. Das, Professor Applied Chemistry, Jadavpur Engineering 
College. 

Dr. R. B. Mhatthaia, PnhUo Health Lahormtoarf. 
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With the help of these emineDt ehemiets and as a feanlt of their 
i^ahtthle researches the normal constituents of some of the food articles 
were laid down and Government ac>cepted them by notification No. 73ft, 
dated the 20th March, 1928, But by a notification No. 739 the 
Government informed the Corporation that Government were unable to 
prewsribe a standard for any fKiible oils and fats until the ne<'eHsary 
standardisation work was accomplished. Since then (he purity of 
mustard oil ha.s become a perfect myth in Calc utta. TTndcr stH tion 407 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 192«3, mustard oil must be sold pure. 
The vendors do not dtM'lure that the> iiix> selling mustard 
oil but they declare it as edible oil. The introduction of the 

words ‘'edible oiP’ in paragraph h (rit) of stHtion 407 of the Aet has 
created a serious difficulty in chec’kiiig the adiilteniiion of mustard 
oil. The definition given in clause 28, section 3, is extremely vague. 
When the food inspector comes across a suspiciocis sample of 

adulterated mustard oil and (»ffers to take a sample, the vendor 

declares it to be edible oil. Most of the mill owners have applied for 
licence of their mustard oil factories and mills as edible oil factories 
under section 408 of tlm Act. Many mill owners have fixed up sign- 
boards of "edible oil” while they in truth go on manufacturing 
adulterated mustard oil. If my friends go about the streets of 

Calcutta with their eyes open they will find that practically there is no 
mustard oil mill or factory but that all such factories have l>eeii 
converted into edible oil mills; in fact the words "mustard oil” have 
been struck off and replaced by the words "edible oil.” 

I learn from the Health Officer of (Calcutta that there arc only two 
registered mustard oil mills or fa(‘torios at the present moment in 
Calcutta, and there are (i8 edible oil factories in this city. In these 
factories adulterated mustard oil is prepared under tlie designation of 
edible oil. Prosecution for this preparation (taiinot lie as the standard 
of purity cannot be laid for the same. Sir, this is a serious defect. 

I have already said that (Government have dwdared the standard of 
purity of articles of food mentioned in section 407 of the Act and 
some others also under section 422 of the Act but not that of edible 
oil. It is perfectly clear that under the present state of chemical 
knowledge it is not possible to lay down a stamlard of purity for 
edible oil as defined in the Act. The difficulty becomes more intensi- 
fied when attempts are made to lay down a standard in cases of 
mixture of oils. The Corporation Analyst, Dr. T. K. Ghose, who has 
vast experience in tliese matters, tells me that in the present stage of 
analytical organic chemistiy' a standard for tlu* mixture of oils cannot 
be laid down. In the midst of these difficulties I have tried to bring 
about a workable compromise by attempting to define clearly "edible 
oil" as the existing definition under section 3 (2S) is vague, as I have 
ilnady tnid. 
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If the definition as suggested in the Bill be accepted and if the 
vendors be compelled to put up a label under bye-law 478 (di5) 
declaring the nature of the articles then the food inspector will be in 
a position to take samples and the analyst will be able to test its 
purity in accordance with the standard laid down for that article, and 
necessary action might be taken for the prevention of adulteration. 

It must be remembered that at present no sample of edible oil can 
be taken by the food inspector and as there is no standard of purity 
laid down no prosecution can be instituted. PracticaUy the work in 
connection with the prevention of adulteration of mustard oil is 
perfectly at a standstill in this city. Food inspectors realise that 
their efforts are of no avail. In the absence of any standard for 
edible oil the Corporation cannot refuse to register edible oil factories 
which are in reality adulterated mustard oil factories but are actually 
registered as edible oil factories under section 408 of the Act. If my 
amendment is accepted 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-»‘t0 p.ni. (ui Friday, the 13th 
February, 1931, at the Council House, Cah utta 
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provisions of the Govomment of India Aot 

Thb Council met in the Council ChainWr in the Council Houee, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 13th February, 1931, at 2-30 p.m. 



Mr. President (the Ilon'ble Raja Sir Makmatha Nath Bat 
CHAXTDHtJBi, KT., of Santofth), in the Chair, the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr, 
CX£., the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, kt., c.i.k., the Hon'ble 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice, c.i.k., the thrtnj Ilon’ble Ministere and 115 
aemmated and elected members. 


Starrod Qusstions 

(to which oral answers wars given). 

Phalleo wary Rivor. 

^63. Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in chargro of the Irrigution Department bo pleased to 
state whether dredging* and bandalling operations wore carried out by 
the steamer cx)mpanies in the Dhalleswary during the last cold weather? 

(6) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state who paid the cost and what was the 
amount of expenditure incurred in connection therewith? 

(c) Is it a fact that certain portions of the banks of the river have 
eroded owing to the said bandalling, causing thereby financial loss to 
the landowners? 

•EORETARY to GOVERNMENT, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT 
CMr. H. C. V. Phi^)s (a) Tes. 

(h) Cbvemment paid Rs. 17,500 to the Joint Steamer Compiuiiee 
for bandalling operations carried out during 1929>30. Covemmeiit 
pud to the Joint Steamer Cennpaniee half the cost of dredging by 
the dredger ** Alpha** of the shoali of the Dhalleswary and Burigangs, 
vii., Rs. 4,403. The other half wag borne by the Steamer Companies. 

(e) It is a fact that erosions of the banks have ocemfred, but the 
bandalling cannot be held responsible for them. The river Dhalles- 
wiry is unstable, and erosion ocours during the flood season when no 
fcaa^liag is done. 
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Muilvi tYED MAJID BAKtH: Will the Hon’ble MemW he 
pleased to stetp whether there is aay arraai^iiiant for in^ectiitg Hm 
work of bandallieg before money is advanced? 

Mr. H. 0. V. PHILPOTj I muat ask for notice. 


Oum Oum Oantwnnant •tatien ptatfenn. 

*64. BtiHl PROFULLA KUMAR GUHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in chnlnife 6f the PuMic Works (Railways) I>Bpartin©nt aware 
tot the t^atlom of the Dum Dum Cantonment railway statioii is 
low kiiA causes iticonVenienC© to passengrers in embarking and alighting 
fmto ttwinh? 

(b) Is it a foot that in reply to the lelJter No. JI./15, dated to 
20th July, 1030, from the President, Hum Dum Passengers’ Associa- 
tion, the Agent in his No. 600 T./7 — T.A.C., dated the 7th September, 
1030, stated that the work will be taken m hand in due time? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state when the railway 
authorities propose to take the matter in hand? 

(d) Are the Oovernment considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the nulway authorities to this matter? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the growing importance of the 
station? 

MEMMR ill ohargt of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYB> 
OIPARTMENT (the Hon’IMi Mr. A. Marr): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) When financial conditions improve. 

(d) Their attention has been drawn to the matter. 

(a) Yea, 


Prehibitery onlar againtt Mr. BuMiaa Chandra Baaa’a entry into 
Malda dfetriot 

*66. Mr. BNAIITI BHEKHARBBWAR RAY: WiU the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
Special conditions in the Malda district which necessitated the issue 
of orders proliftHttng the entry of Srijut Subhas Chandra Boee? 

MBMBIR in aliifte ef POLITICAL OiPARTMBilT (tlia MaiPMi 

Mf« W« O* R« PlMlliea)l The District Magistrate believed that Mbr. 
Sabbas Cbaadfa Base’s entry into Malda district was Hkely to he 
aitoded with nalawlttl demonstrations, meetings, pideeting nad etot 
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(unsTiost. 


•HhWDia of the eml diaeliedieiice aMmiaefit 9mA nifhl mmm eWtm o* 
tiw, emiojrattoe wd injery to other peraont and dietarbatioe of the 
paUic tranquillity. 

Mr. iHAMTI tllEKNABiSWAft RAYt WiU the Um hk Member 

be fdeaaed to atate whether the Diahrici Magiatrate ooiwulted the 
Govemmont before iasuinip the order? 

The Nmi’Me Mr. W. 0. B. EBCNTIOi: Ka 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAYs Will the llon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether there had been any untoward circumstancft 
at any of the places where Subhas Bose visited in the last two months 
during his tour? 

TN Hoii*bli Mr. W. D. R. RRENTIOE: I am not awan^ of any 

such incidents. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARISWAR RAY: Can the Uon’ble Member 
state whether the District Magistrate apprehended any trouble? 

Tht Hon’bio Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes, as 1 have stat^nJ in 
reply to the original question. 


UiiaUrrwf Qnaitioiit 

(tiitwarf to nrhloh wort laid on the tablo). 

Deputy Registrar, Appellato Side, High Ceurt. 

SS. Bdbu GOfCUL CHANO RURAL: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Deiwrtment aware that the i>ost of the Deputy 
Registrar, Appellate Side, in all the High Courts, except the Calcutta 
High Court, is held by members of the Provincial Judicial Service? 

(b) Is it a fact that the (Calcutta High Court Retrenchment 0>in^ 
mittee in their report recommended the post of the Deputy Registrar, , 
Appellate Side, to be held by a memW of the Bengal Judicial Service? 

(c) Are the Gov^nment considering the desirability of taking some 
steps with a view to securing the post permanently allotted to the 
Bengal Judicial Service or to members of the Bar? 

(d) Have the Government been addreesed on any occasion by the 
Bengid Judicial Service Association on the subject? 

(s) If the answer to clause (d) is in the affirmative, when and what 
action has been taken on the matter? 
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MEMBER In oliirit of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tilt HoiPMo 

Mrs W« Dt R« ProntICi): (a) Oovenunent have no information on tliiB 
point. 

(6) No. Ill paragraph 105 of the report it was stated: — **Ab 
regards recruitment for this post, we are of opinion that the first 
qualification is the capacity to control a large office. The possession 
of legal qualifications is an added advantage, and while we do not 
wish to rule out the appointment of a thoroughly competent officer 
of the court, the legal profession or the Bengal ^vil ^rvice would 
seem more suitable sources of recruitment.” 

(c) No. The appointment is made by the Chief Justice under 
clause 8 of the Letters Patent. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Attafi^BangM Railway AEviaory Conimittea. 

37. Babu SATItH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon^ble MenilK*r in charge of the Commerce Department aware — 

(0 that the Mymensingh-Bhairabbazar section of the Assam- 
Bongal Railway used always to be represented on the Assam* 
Bengal Railway Advisory’ Committee by a member nomi- 
nated by the Government from the members of the legis- 
lative Council rej>re8enting Eastern Mymensingh; and 

(ii) that no such nomination was made since the last election 
of members to the Legislative Council? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of nominating 
A member to the said committee from Eastern Mymensingh at an early 
dote? 

MEMBER in ohtrgt of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (Hit Hon’Mt 
Mr. A. Marr)! (o) (i.) and (it) No. The Mymensingh-Bhairabbaxar 
section of the Assam-Bengal Railway has never been specifically 
represented on the Assam-Bengal Railway Advisory Committee. 

(h) No. 

Babn EATIBH CHANDRA RAY ONOWDHURY: Will the Hon^ble 
Member be pleased td state who were the members of the committee 
•moe the last election of the Council? 


TN HeiPbit Mr. A. MARRs 1 do not know. 
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for an a^oumniiiit of tho tooinoio of tho Oonnoil. 

MaiilYi tYEO MLALUOOIN HASNEMYS I beg leave to move 
that the business of the Council be adjourned for the purpose of dis- 
cusdng a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely^ the high* 
handedness of the police in having made lathi charges on and in 
assaulting peaceful and unarmed processionists headed by Mr. Subhai 
Chandra Bose, Mayor of Calcutta, at the maidant on the 26th January, 
1631. 

Sir, there are occasions when human speech is inadequate for giving 
expression to the strong and virile feeling whitdi rises uppermost in the 
mind. This is such an occasion before me to-day. I can understand 
it when a man breaks the skull of man. 1 can also understand when 
a man shoots a man — kills a man under the gravest provocation, but I 
cannot understand it when a man, a white sergeant, a semi-white man, 
breaks the skull of a man without the slightest provocation. 1 do not 
condemn the action of the (Mdice like many others inside and outside 
this House; I know perfectly well they are beyond our control and 
beyond correction. I do not hold any of the officials responsible in this 
matter. I do not hold even His Excellency the Governor or tho Home 
Member in charge of the Police Department responsible, because I think 
the Government of Bengal has ceased to function altogether. All I 
can say, and I can boldly say jh that this i.s tho Government of Sir 
Charles Tegart, this is Police raj, and I can say this is Lathi raj all 
over Bengal, and particularly in Calcutta. I know they must rule 
harshly, but the responsibility is not ours, it is theirs. All I can say, 
if I am allowed to say, is that I hold Sir Charles Tegart directly 
responsible for the dastardly murder of innocent men like Mr. Lowman 
and Colonel Simpson and others, because if I know the mentality of 
Bengal I can say this much that they are not naturally violent and it 
is only under the outrages and violence of the police that they have 
become temporarily violent. So I say, Sir, that all that is now 
happening is due to police outrages and police exc^esses. The other day 
X had unfortunately to witness all that happened before my eyes. Mr. 
Subhas Bose dropped me on the 26th of January at just I p.m. to my 
place and proceeded to Corporation office. I went to the Corporation 
office just at 3 o’clock and at quarter to four I proceeded to the 
maidan, and I saw to my amasement that the whole maidan was filled 
with people. It seemed to me that there would be no golmal^ but just 
at 4 o’clock the police made lathi charges on the people standing below 
the Ocbterlony Monument. My friend Mr. Moeabebali Khan, m.a., 
the late ‘lecturer of Arabic at the Calcutta University, was praying near 
the Monument and I was not allowed to wait there till be finished bis 
prayer. After a few minutes a procession headed by Subbas Bose was 
aeen coming down to Corporation Street and came up to the comer of 
the ebi^ of Meem. Whiteaway, Laidlaw A Co. I cannot say anything 
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ftbout the legality or otherwise of the order of the ComnuBsioaer of 
Police, whether they apprehended a breach of the peace or obatmction 
t,i any sort, biit 1 say this much that last year this festival took plaee at 
Deshbandhu Park, and I had the honour of reading the declaration on 
behalf of the Congress, and this year also this annual festival was to 
be held, but I do not know why Mr. Eiran Sankar Eoy and others were 
detained in their houses under a police guard, though they were sub- 
sequently let off. The action of the police was not understood by me; 
they might have gone up to the Corporation office and arrested Subhas 
Bose there or when he came out of the Corporation office before he 
proceeded to the vuiidan; but they did not do this purposely; they 
wanted to make a trial of strength on the TwowZan, and to disperse the 
meeting there, so when the procession came up to the corner of the road 
and crosMd it there was a lathi charge and innocent people were 
injured. I was present M^hen there was a procession to escort the 
Speaker of the Assembly who was coming from Howrah ; on that occasion 
also police made lathi charges on the innocent public. Here in Calcutta 
on this occasion a lathi charge w^as made on innocent public and there 
were also 200 to 300 galloping horses who charged the crowd, never less 
than that. Subhas Bose witli his small pmcession, had no weapon in 
his hands, and I will say to this House there was even no slipper on his 
foot to hurt any police officer. He was in a mourning garb at the head 
of the procession in front of Whiteaway, Laidlaw’s shop, even then 
they did not try to stop him ; at the crossing of Chowringhee the police 
like so many mad dogs, fell upon him and began to charge the proces- 
sion with lathu. (Cries of ^ ‘Shame, shame. I was bewildered when 
I saw sergeants on galloping horses charging the crowd, and fearfully 
awaited to see people killed under the feet of the horses, but to my 
utter astonishment, none were so killed. I saw with my own eyes the 
lathis that fell on Subhas Babu’s body, a person no less than the Mayor 
of Calcutta, once a meinlwr of this House and a political leader of 
Bengal. I also saw with my own eyes the lathis that fell on the head 
of Babu KshiiUh Frosad Chatterji, Educational Officer te the Calcutta 
Corporation. I then proceeded to the Congress Hospital to see my 
friend Mr, Chatterji, (A Voice; Who is heP) He is the Educationid 
Officer to the Calcutta Corporation; the whole of his body was soaked 
with blood, his punjabi and chaddar all quite red. The case of the 
venerable lady, wife of Mr. Kagendra Nath Sen, whose head was 
broken by the police in broad daylight on the public streets at Khulna 
will not be out pf place if I mention it in this connection. The answer 
which was given by the Government to a question put by me the other 
day in that connection is really disgraceful. I cannot conceive of a 
more unsatisfactory answer than that to hide the cowardice of the 
police. 

Now, Sir, the question arises why without rhyme or reason on thb 
fnitbulnr ooonsion, when that odbbmtion, that festival, took piaee all 
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India and nowWe ware there anj elathes with the police; and 
ePfaiTwhere the procesaion paaaed off peacefully, here in Oalentta Wf 
Oliarles Tegart took a different line, I believe that thui action waa 
taken to terroriee the people, and I believe, the tfovemment gave him 
a free hand to do everything he could and thi» h an example of the itep 
he took, and hit example, I believe, ie followed everywhere not only in 
Bengal, but outeide Bengal. 

I will conclude my speech by saying a few words more. The other 
da3* Captain Butt was preeent there with bis ambulance car; he is the 
Secretary of the Congress Hospital; he might have apprehended some 
trouble; Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee will bear me out in this; Dr. Dutt 
was also injured and his wrist was broken. Miss Jyotirmoye Oanguli. 
out of a feeling which is natural to her sex, tried t4> protect the head of 
Subhas Babu and she was also hurt severely when the lathi charges were 
going on. In Bengal generally it is the Indian Police who do not take 
such an active part as the white police on such occasions. The Indian 
Police make temperate use of their lathis while the white police realise 
the full value of their lathts on such oc'casions. 

You talk of settlement; you talk of sincerity, you talk of good will 
amd cooperation in the face of all these things. If you will taka my 
advice, if you have any influence, any power, I ask you to reject all 
these things. In the lace of all these circumstances, all these declara* 
tions are mere hoax — mere jugglery of words. 

{Here the member reached his time-limit and resumed his seat.] 


Mr. i. M. iOMs May I be allowed to say a very few words to 
explain why 1 wish to sup]iort this motion K Before sending in a 
requisition for the Town Hall meeting held to c^onsider this matter, 1 
took special pains to learn the actual facts, and nothing that haa 
aubsequently transpired has altered my opinion that the jiolice should 
not have assaulted* Mr. Bose and his companions. It is perfectly tni# 
that they were engaged in breaking the law, but the clear remedy was 
not assault but arrest at the earliest possible opportunity. I can 
assure the Home Member that many of us here realise that in many 
cases the police are placed in a very dificult position. Their task i| 
a veiy disagreeable, and an unpleasant one. In any government, the 
fmUce will have to carry out orders, and take all possible measures to 
preserve the public peace. Their position is made all the more difimilt 
by the attitude of hostility and suspicum on the part of the pnblie. 
Bet making every allowance for all this, I say that the aotton of the 
poliee was not justified. Perhaps for that we ourselvee are seinewhai 
^ blame. It is a well known feel that if you all start calling a man 
a fogae and scounM and repeat this thousands of times the man is 
imA 16 biltieve he k tudlly aae and than he is indined to act as snoh# 
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But I would appeal to my countrymen, especially to my friend wlia 
has just spoken, not to allow these incidents to be made too much of 
to the exclusion of thoughts for the progress of die oountry. This 
will be only playing into the hands of our friends the enemies who 
would like nothing lietter than that these should make us turn aw^ay 
from devoting our attention to the new scheme of Swaraj now being 
mooted. If we were to be diverted from our main object by these 
pin-pricks — rather lathi pricks — then nobody would be more glad than 
the Die-hards, the last ditchers. Rather let us here highly resolve 
that we shall do our best to etsablish speedily Government of the 
people by the people, which would make it impossible for a repetition 
of these unfortunate incidents. When we have real responsible 
Government, the j)olice will be under our control and they will be 
actuated by tlie spirit of the Minister-in-charge who will be responsible 
to us. So I appeal to all to concentrate attention upon the real issue 
before the country. 

3 p.m. 

Mft NARENDRA KUMAR BASUs I do not want to use any 

strong language on an occasion like this. In fact no strong language 
is called for. A mere repetition of the facts within my personal 
knowledge, and the facts which appeared in the subsequent proceedings 
in court, I Wlieve, will be enough for this House, even for the 
Government ineinberH, if they are allowed to vote independently, to 
vote wuth us in this. 

On the 27th January about 11-*10 I was asked in my professional 
capacity to go and see Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose in the lock-up. I 
may tell you at once that he was a perfect stranger to me; I had not 
seen him before in my life. I went there at about 12 noon. 
Fortunately one of the polico officers w^hom I saw, immediately on my 
arrival at l.«albaj:ar in my car, made it easy for me to get the 
Commissioner's fianiiission for me to interview Mr.' Bose. I have to 
thank him (Mr. Robertson) for this. I was taken to a room downstairs 
in the building which is behind the Commissioner's office, the long 
building which runs almost from I^albaaar to Chiipore Road. On tho 
ground floor of that building on the western side where the Assistant 
Commissioner sits, I got into a room where I was asked to wait. 
After a few minutes Mr. Bose walked in accompanied by a sergeant. 

I had never seen the man before and I was absolutely astonished and 
surprised to see ^e young man in the mourning garb of the Hindu, 
coming with his chaddar and shirt absolutely besmeared with blood. 
This was at about 12-4B a.ni., that is to say about 20 hours or more 
after the gentleman had been arrested. His shirt and his ehaddat 
were smeared with blood. He could walk with great difficulty, and 
ha was aridantly in great pain. I found that he was oarryisig Jhia 
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rig^t hand and forearm in a sling. I looked at him, and I lound^ 
three fingers of his right hand were very much swollen. He had 
a very big bruise on his right wrist, and another bruise on his left 
elbow. There were two marks of fractures — one just over the forehead 
and another in the middle of the head. The first thing that I told 
Mr. Bose when I met him was that I was a lawyer and was so and so, 
and I asked him a^hat had exactly happened, even though I knew that 
he would probably resent being defended. The next question I asked 
him was “How was it that he had not changed his blood-stained 
clothes I also asked him what his medical attendants had told 
him. Mr. Bose told me that he had not been allowed any change of 
clothes, and he did not know whether a change of clothing had lieen 
sent from his hou.'*e. I was told by his people that a change of clothing 
had been sent to him the previous night, but this change of clothes- 
was not allowed to him. I asked Mr, Bose how he came to be 
wounded, and he told me this — there is absolutely no reason ter 
disbelieve the statement of a man of his standing and to believe the 
statement of a jHiharawalht, or Deputy (Commissioner or (Commissioner 
for that matter in preference to liis — that after the procession had 
proceeded along the ('orporation Place to the (Corporation Street and 
had crossed over to Thowringhee, a police officer came up to him and 
asked him not to ])rnceed further. He said that he would not listen 
to it and that he would go on. He ha<l just crossed Chowringhee and 
reached the place between (^howringhee and the road whiili runs to 
Kidderpore — just on that bit of turf — a mounted sergeant with a 
lathi came up and Wgan to strike him. The first one or two blows* 
fell upon him, when others came up and shielded him. He was then 
arrested. This is ibe whole storj' of the assault on Mr. 8ubhas 
Chandra Bose. I need not dilate upon this fact, as my friend 
Mr. iS. M. Bose has already told the House that it is certainly within 
the competence of the police to use fortte in such cases, but I submit 
that that force should always be commensurate with the needs of tbr 
occasion. And if Mr. Bose, as has been stated by policn officers in 
court, offered no resistance or obstruction, the ufw* of lathit and the* 
breaking of heads were certainly unjustifiable — not only unjustifiable 
but inhuman. I will tell you w’hat the policemen themselves say 
about this affair. I may tell you at once that w'hen the case of 
Mr. Bose was tried by the Magistrate, there was no defence—and you 
are all aware of this. But there were many witnesses examined on 
behalf of the police. Xot one of them said that Mr. Bose was 
assaulted. I need not dilate here upon the conduct of the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate before whom Mr. Bose was produced in Wood* 
stained clothes. He had no word to say about it either in his judgment 
or anywhere else. 

I ahall now give some details from the court proceedinga* 
Proeoottiioft witnees Vo, 3, A. K. B4^>erteoii, <m oath said : *'Mr. Bo«r 
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«aine to tbo crosaing of Corporatioii Street and Cbowriagbee when I 
went np to him and told him he could not proceed further. He had 
dowera round his neck. I served him with a copy of the order.*’ As 
he was not cross-examined, I must take it as gospel. Mr. Bohertson 
continued: “He refused to obey and pushed his way forward up to 
the middle of the crossing. I told him that he was not to proceed. 
He came on to Chowringhee Road itself. I had the crowd dispersed 
under the orders of the Deputy Commissioner who was present there. 
I took Mr. Bose into custody at the crossing and took him off to 
Lalbasar.” There was not a word about any violence by any person 
or any brickbats being thrown. What Mr. Robertson said is this: 
'“As I was proceeding along Chowringhee, a number of brickbats 
came flying into the taxi. My fountain pen was broken to bits.” 
This happened according to his statement after Mr. Bose was arrested. 
The other man, I am ashamed to say, a countryman of mine — the 
Deputy Commissioner B. N. Bannerji — said this : “I ordered the 
Assistant Commissioner to arrest Mr. Bose and take him down to 
Tialbaaar. There was a bit of a melee at the time of Mr. Bose’s arrest, 
wnd brickbats came flying on to the police from the Curson Garden 
aide.” Sir, even if this statement be true, there was no procession 
from the Curson Garden side, and I submit that you cannot possibly 
hold the procession responsible for that. That was made absolutely 
clear in the judgment of Mr. Roxburgh himself. He says: “As was 
to be expected, once there was contact with the police, force was used 
hy the crowd, bricks were thrown from the Curzon Garden direction, 
and, further, bricks were thrown after the arrest.” Well, even if 
hrickimts were thrown, after the arrest from the Curson Garden side, 
and they seem to have been brickbats of the non-violent kind which 
smashed fountain pens only, I submit there was no authority for any 
one to break the heads of the people. Sir, these are the findings of 
the Magistrate on the statements of the police officers themselves. 
They were not cross-examined, and I have said already, I take it that 
they were speakii^ the truth. 

I shall close by drawing the attention of the Hon’ble the Homo 
Member and the other European members — British members — of 
Government and the British members of tbe Council to what Richard 
Cobden said so long ago as 1852 — 

“If God really rules this Earth, as I solemnly believe He does, 
wpon the priimiple of a self-acting retributive justice, then Britiah 
doings in India involve a serious reckoning with ut or our children. 
And eoaoredly the day of reckoning will come.” 

Ton may think that that day has not come during the last 70 or 80 
hultlM time it near at hand, and remember thnt the miUe of 
And though they may grind sloe^, grind enfseedingly wnnH. 
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m. NAIItiH CHANDRA tIN GUFTAl Sit. I le«l a »ort ol 
♦mbarrassiiient in speaking what I feel in regard te the incident which 
ia the subject matter of this motion, because, Sir, the staggering 
outrages which have been committed by some of our young men, who 
are not capable of taking a philosophical view of these incidents like 
ns older people, in some measure tie our tongues. I feel that we must 
be very cautious in saying what we feel. Sir, I shall say at the ou^t 
that 1 am not in love with these demonstrations, with these celebrations 
of an independence which we have not attained, or wnth the wishes 
for the long life of a revolution which has yet to come. At the same 
time, Sir, bw^ause some [)eople took into their head to celebrate 
independence without any real chance of any breach of the public 
peace, without any interference with the liberties and amenities of life 
of the people at large, it does not follow that the police were justified 
in assaulting people. Sir, there seems to be a feeling in one quarter 
of this House that the |>olice and the Government have got to take 
into account each and every breach of the law. I am sure, Sir, that 
Sir Charles Tegart, an experienced policeman that he is, does not take 
that view of his functions — he cannot have such an absurd view of 
bis functions. Well. Sir, here was an incident which might have been 
easily ignored. If that could not be done, there were a hundred other 
ways by which the dignity of law could have been maintained without 
doing any real harm to anybody. All the persons responsible for the 
affair might have Wen easily lodged in jail without taking recourse to 
assaults and breaking of heads. Sir, we have heard details of the 
occurrence from persons who were in a position to give them. There 
eannot be any doubt that there was not the ghost of a justification for 
the assaults. 

But, Sir, there is the story of the brickbats. I expected that 
brickbats would be there; whenever there is an assault by the police, 
the inevitable brickbats are there. Sir, w*e had great dilBculty in 
swallowing most of these brickbats in the past, hut on this present 
occasion it would stick in the throat^ of the most gluttonous credulity 
for the simple reason that one would not get brickbats for the mere 
asking at that particular spot where the incident took place. And, 
as Mr. Basu has pointed out, these brickbats were so peaceful and so 
non-violent that they did not hurt any policeman’s skin. Then, Sir, 
these brickbats did not come before the assault but afterwards, 
according to the version of one of the policemen themselves. 

Sir, this story of the brickbat recalls to tny mind a great many 
atoriea #hieh we have listened to in this Honse in answer to questions 
put by some of ns. And my memory turns hack to a time about a 
qmuiur of a ceniory ago when a great ChaactUor of my IlniTmity 
Tubbui it into na, young gradaalai^ mbm isNI gene In take our degrees, 
Hml nmnda wty wm n mumep&ly of Aaiatks and Indiaas and the 
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Eturopean wai the embodiment of all truth. If t^rd Cttrcon hadi lived 
here to-day and listened to all the stories that were told on the 
authority of European officers of the Government, he would have found 
that this grreat monopoly of ours has gone the way of other monopoliet 
and has been completely appropriated by his countrymen. 

3-15 pm. 

Once in a time you come across an Englishman who would not lie, 
but then, he is departinentally dealt with for letting the official cat 
out of the bag. 

The Government have winked at all excesses of the police and have 
even gone the length of decorating the offenders. And, what is more, 
though the Government issued no confidential circulars and the District 
Magistrates never gave any instructions to the subordinate magistracy, 
the ordinary courts of law have by a mysterious consensus shut their 
ears to complaints against the police. All this may suit the purpose 
of the Government just now, but they will have to pay for it in the 
long run. The comparative integrity of the police is a tender plant 
of recent growth, gently nursed by a long course of treatment. It 
w'ill have withered away before the GovernmenI has done with its 
business of killing Civil Disobedience. And then, they will find 
themselves left with a police confirmed in habits of reckless inequity 
now’ begotten w’hich the Government w’ill shudder to look at. 

But I forget that by that time Mr. Prentice and Sir Charles Tegart 
will be far away, enjoying their i>ensions in their cool homes and the 
popular Government which they will probably leave behind will have 
to stew in the juice made for them. 

Babu 8ATIBH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, it is a very 
unpleasant duty after the Premier’s declaration to come to-day before 
this Couiwil and condemn the Government of the day in Bengal. But 
it is a duty which we have got to perform, however unpleasant it may 
be. We have listened and listened with attention to the narration of 
events given by direct eye-witnesses of the occurrence and I feel 
tempted to repeat the words of the poet — breathes there a man with 
•oul so dead, breathes there a man within the province of Bengal whose 
heart would not fiutter and whose blood would not stir to hear of the 
inhuman assaults committed on Srijut Snbhas Chandra Bose— one ol 
the most beloved sons of Bengal — the one man in Bengal who is revered 
and respected more than anybody else — the one man in Bengal who hae 
got the power to-day to effect a reconciliation — the one man who holda 
an office, the dignity of which is only second to that held by the 
representative of the King in Bengal. Such a man was belaboured on 
the maiden, Calcutta, under the very eyee of the authoritiea*-# 
i^eotaele which was o^tainly not edifying particulariy when it oninn 
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the historical and memorable declaration of the Premier. The 
fioli’Me Menkber doubted whether this is a matter of a sufficient and 
an urgent public importance. Sir, in one sense I agree with the 
fion’ble Member because these occurrences have become so very common 
now-a-days in Bengal that they have ceased to be of any importance or 
of any urgency. But except for this reason I do not see how this 
particular question can be passed over lightly at this time. What is 
the attitude of the public in these days? Their representatives in this 
House have declared in no uncertain terms their approval of the 
declaration of the Premier. The hona fide of the House cannot be 
challenged. We have no sympathy whatever with those who want (o 
break the law in order to bring about a change in the existing state of 
things. We are prepared to extend our hands of fellowship to those 
noble Britishers who are trying to help us either here or in England. 
But an occurrence such as happened in Calcutta the other day is not a 
thing which we can ignore. It is the duty which we must perform 
because we owe it to the country. We have to convert our constituency 
to the decisions of the Hound Table Conference. So we want our hands 
to be strengthened and they must be strengthened by the responsible 
Members of Government. The other day we were very much delighted 
to hear the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice’s declaration that as Members of 
Government they are prepared to help the realisation of our ideals. I 
believe in the “sti^el frame” so long an it can adjust itself to the plan 
of the whole structure, but when the ‘‘steel frame” wants to control 
the whole construction, then 1 say you have really no use as you have 
no respect for the Premier’s declaration and for the ideals bold up 
before you by the Premier. The onus lies with you to prove that you 
have adapted yourselves to tlie policy underlying the Premier’s 
declaration. Your attitude seems to be that we must come forward 
for your help — we must behave like gemd children — we must be 
prepared to co-operate and then you will see what you can do for us. 
But, Sir, the Premier did not make any such condition. The Premier 
made no such condition when he set before us his noble ideals for the 
future Government of India. He said repression must go once for all ; 
you cannot repress a whole population ; repression will no longer l)e of 
any avail. These are words which are ringing in our ears. My 
hon’ble friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, said the other day that 
declarations have been made times without number, but we want acts 
not words. Promises have been made to the ear and broken to the 
heart. Sir, the other day in opening the Council, His Excellency the 
Qovemor quoted the words of Lord Macaulay that it would be a proud 
day for England when she sees her institutions introduced into India 
and worlfing with success. Sir, we have got a Viceroy than whom a 
mm sympat^tic Ruler never came out to this country and who in 
tvying eireumstanoee is doing something which will remain long in 
ottr memory. He declared in His Speech at the European Aisoeiation, 
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CikuttA* ik$ otW dky thmi fto OoWMMii aetMu, iMmw tewtie it 
miy b 0 , oaa stoi) tlii« tremble. It oma only be etopped by fovee ml 
imblic epiiitofi. Sir, these words should be written in letters of goU 
bebiad the Treasury Bendi. Sir, 1 must wmin the Bieimbmim of Gkreerm* 
flseat that they must be very camtioiu in these days« Do not kill the 
Premier’s declaratkm by your l4Uki chargee or yoitr bayonet charges. 
The time has come for us to take our bdd stand upon the profiamation 
of the beloved Queen Victoria of undying memory. We take our stand 
now on that aad on the dedaration of the Premier and we shall ask 
you^^-<ihe Members of Govemmaat — ^to regulate your oondmet in aacb a 
way as to show that you are reaHy anxious to help us in the spirit of 
that declaration. It appears there aie men like Mr. Travers who do 
not believe in placing respemsibility in the centre. We have no quarrd 
with them for their opinions, but I honour Mr. Travers wh^, in spite 
of hit opinion, he declaied on the floor of Uiis House that he would help 
in the working of the constitution, whatever it is. Sir, 1 can give 
you instance of a very higher officer of Qovernment — a Commissioner 
of a Division — who is working in the spirit of the dedaration. He 
was out on tour in a mufassal town where on certain buildings national 
flags were hoisted. One of his subordinate officers pointed out the flags 
to him and asked his permission to bring them doun. But the Ck>m* 
missioBer said after the Premier’s speech, it is no use taking the flags 
down. He could not go against the spirit of the Premier’s declaration. 
This is the spirit which 1 want to see introduced in the actions of all 
Oovemim^nt officials. It should no longer bo their business to pull 
down natkinal Hags. All that they should try to do now is to plant 
your Union Jack by the side of the national flags as a symbol of the 
union of the two great people. 

3-80 p.in. 

1 regret to note, Sir, that there has not been such a change of 
heart in the general body of Government officers, which is the main 
thing required at the present moment. Sir, the incidents of the 26th 
January have a peculiar significance coming as they do immediately 
after the Prime Minister's declaration. Sir, we are on the threshold of 
a momentous experiment and there ore reactiemaries who do not want 
that we shall have responsible government and they want to wreck it. 
If the Hon’ble Member promises that such treatment will not agmn be 
meted out to our people, I shall be ready to ask the mover of this 
adjournment ipotion to withdraw his motion, but it is probably not 
within the power ol^the Hon’ble Member to give such promises. .And 
that is why we consider it necessary Hiat the Bengal LegteSaiive 
Oouncil ought to record its opinion upon these mcidents and hy passing 
this adioumment motion we want to idiow to the whole ^ India and, if 
pmnitia, to Engfend nnd Ingitshmen the Tkime Ifmistsn^ 
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amp in Bengal are not what ^egr akonM be, and tlini hm 

dedhiraiion ram the risk ol beiag wrecked not on {ml^ tipviam but 
on the oondnct of local olScera here. For this reaeoa and for Ihta 
ronaqn only and not out of any vindictive spirit that this adjonrnnMt 
moticm has been moved and I expect that every member will join the 
mover in giving expression to the views of the House and prevent a^ 
veca!rreince of stich incidents and bring about an atmosphere so that the 
proposed constitution may be giVen a start with good Will all round. 

tht Wbli Mr. W. B. II. MtHtlCit 1 can assure the last 
speaker that my views on the general question are exactly the samo 
to-day as they were a few days ago w hen I spoke on the resolutions of 
Hr. S. M. Bose and Mr. J. N. Gupta. 1 hope that when I havo 
finished stating the facts leading up to this unfortunate Dccurren(*e, he 
will at leaA realise that Government did art on the BremierS declara* 
tion and did everything possHile to avoid the prosecution of Mr. Suhhas 
Chandra Bose or of anyljody else. 1 am prepared to give the full 
history and to state exactly what hap^ned. 

As regards the actual incidents of the afternoon of the 2fiih 
January, Maulvj Jaluluddin Hashemy has given you his account, but 1 
know that there is another gentleman, a non-official member of this 
House, who was present at the time and who had also seen the 
occurrence. He will give you his account; it is rather difficult to 
rwoncile the two, but it will be your duty to see which view you will 
accept. I will also read the official report submitted by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, South Division, about Mr. Subhas Bose^a 
arrest, the same evening, so that you will also have the |M»lice report 
before you. And here 1 would say that I regret extremely the shameful 
and unwarranted attack that Mr. N. K. Basu made on his fellow 
oountrynien, a distinguished Indian officer, for doing his duty in very 
difficult circumstances. 

Mr. NARCNORA KUMAR BABUs On a point of order. Is it 
permissible for a Hon’ble Member to say that it is a matter of shame 
that I should characU^rise the conduct of a police officer in any way I 
liked while I dealt with records ? 

ik'* RREMDBNT: That particular word is not parliamentary, I 
quite agree, but if I remember aright, Mr. Basu, you yourself said you 
were ashamed of that particular officer. So 1 think the blame lies with 
you and the Hon’ble Member has really fcdlowed your footsteps. 

tlM Mr. W. 0. R. FRBNTI6E: In commenting on the 

aetioa of ^e police whBe arresting Mr. Subhas Boset Mr. Jalaloddin 
Mmkimf oboerved tlint on that day these were about 200 or 30B^ 
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mounted police near about Curzon Oarden. The actual number preemit 
wae 40. If the accuracy of the obsenration of that gentleman on thie 
point ie any indication of the accuracy of his observation on other 
points, I suggest that if we divide what Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has 
said by seven, we may get somewhere nearer the real facts. 

The first point I would deal with is what happened which led up to 
the issue of the order by the Commissioner of Police forbidding 
meetings and processions on the 26th January. Mr. Jalaluddin 
Hashemy has said that Independence Day is a festival day, a day of 
festival in which the people of the whole of Calcutta are to unite in 
rejoit^ing. Unfortunately from the point of view of those who are 
responsible for law and order and from the information which came into 
OUT hands, a different state of affairs was revealed. For we had 
convincing evidence that a great demonstration was being planned for 
the 36th, with processions and meetings for which mill labourers were 
to be brought into Calcutta from the surrounding mill areas. There 
were to be vows of independence, and resolutions of remembrance in 
which murderers, mutineers and other persons disloyal to Government 
were to be glorified. Large numbers of leaflets were rir(!ulated or under 
preparation. I may just mention one instance. The police seized an 
Kirder for no le.ss than 87,506 copies of a leaflet calling upon nil sorts 
of people to join in the celebration of the lndependen(*e Day. We 
i^now what trouble we have had in the past owing to the influx of 
mill labour into Calcutta and I think that w'ithout going into details of 
the information on which we acted, I can assure you that the police 
would have been neglecting their duty if the Commissioner of Police 
had not taken action forbidding the demonstration. He acted with our 
4ull approval which was taken l>efore he acted. I think that Mr. 
Hashemy did not act up to the spirit of the resolution which the 
00110011 passed last Tuesday in making a personal attack on Sir Charles 
Tegart. But I will not deal with that side of his speech to-day. All 
I need say is that I can assure the Council that the Government of 
Bengal is not a police raj. For what happened on the 26th the respon- 
sibility lies with Government and not with Sir Charles Tegart. 

But in coming to the decision which it took this Government was 
not plotting to go behind the spirit of the Premieres declaration. All 
the efforts of Government were directed to maintain that peaceful and 
odm atmosphere which is desired by all of us in order to facilitate a 
dispassionate consideration of the Premier’s statement. All the efforts 
on the other side were directed to cause trouble and cloud the atmosphere 
and to render the efforts of Mr. J. N. Basu and the other delegates is 
the Bound Table Conference of no effect. I think, therefore, timt from 
this point of view also the action taken by Government in connection 
urith the prevention of demonstration <m the 26th was jus^find* But 
ihe primary reason why Oovenundnt acted as they dtd was thoii;. 
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ktowledge of what waa being planned and their determination to protect 
the people of Calcutta and to prevent a large influx of thouaanda of 
pecqde from the mill areas and the possibility of disturbances w'hich 
might very seriously have aflected the peace of Calcutta and of the 
rest of Bengal. 

Having taken that decision ^ the Commissioner of Police issued the 
prohibitory orders under the Calcutta Police Act aud took steps to have 
them served. One of the first persons who was served with tliat notice 
was Mr. Subhas Ikise, because the information at the disposal of 
Government showed that whatever aas being done in the matter of 
holding demonstrations was in ac(*ordance with the instructions and 
circulars of the Working Committee of the Congress. An officer was 
sent along to Mr. Subhas Bose's hoiKse and when he was admitted, 
handed Mr. Bose a copy of the order of the Commissioner of Police 
under section ()2A. Mr. Subhas Bose inquired whether there was a 
warrant for his arrest and when he was told there was no such warrant, 
he said “All right, tell the Commissioner of Police that I am going to 
defy this order,” That was an open declaraticm of war. Government 
might well have said “All right, you ask for war and you are going to 
have it.” However, they considered that it was their duty to do 
everything possible in their power not only to maintain law and order 
but also to persuade Mr. Bose and bis colleagues to drop their intention 
of disobeying the order, and to avoid a conflict on the 26th. Efforts 
were made to get into touch with Mr. Bose and finally an intermediary 
was secured and there were nt first teleplionic ( imversations between 
him and some Congress leaders. Later on, in the afternoon of the 25th, 
there was a meeting of certain members of ti»e (Congress and the 
intermediary at which the situation was discussed. As a matter of fact 
when we got into touch with the other party, we went out of our way 
to bring about a favourable atmosphere by communicating in advance 
to these leaders the secret information we had received almut the 
intention of the Viceroy to release the members of the Working 
Committee, and we asked Mr. Subhas Bose whether in the altered con- 
ditions they would go on with this intended defiance of the orders. 
Finally after a long discussion and various telephonic messages, an 
arrangement was come to that one man should go off to Allahabad to 
•ee whether he could persuade the Congress leaders up there to allow 
the demonstration of the 26th to be called off. Meanwhile it was 
arranged that if the Congress leaders at Allahabad did not call off the 
celebration of tbe Independence Day on the 26tb, preventive arrests 
ebonld be made in Calcutta. For we were told by tbe leaders that if 
they were arrested there would be no trouble. The s^rranj^etnent come 
to was that we wonld make preventive arrests of four leaders in ibeir 
lionaee, who wonld be released in tbe evening when tbe danger was 
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3-45 p.m. 

It was agreed that the Commissioner of Police should wait until 
11 o'clock on the 20th before he took action, but as a matter of fact, 
further time was given and it was not until 1 p.m. that he did act. He 
then arrested three of the leaders, but the fourth, Mr. Bose, could not 
he found at his house. In spite of the request made to him by one of 
his friends, he refused to return home, and said that he was sitting as 
a Mayor in the Mayoral chair doing Mayoral business in the Corporation 
office. Obviously Mr. Bose could not be arrested there and so the 
arrangement for his preventive arrest fell through. 

Meanwhile police arrangements had been made for the demonstra- 
tion on the maidan and a large number of people (collected there during 
the aftern(M)n. The area round the Ochterlony Monument was 
generally kept clear, but finally a number of women forced their way in 
and were not interfered with by the police. 

Somewhere about 4-20 p.m. Mr. Bose suddenly emerged from the 
Corporation office uf^companied by a crowd of about 500 people and pro- 
ceeded down Corporation Street towards the mmdan. The Deputy 
Commissioner, South Division, wdio drew' up a report immediately after- 
wards stated the facts as follows in that report: “About 4-20 p.m. a 
procession of ulKJUt 500 heiuled by Mr. Subhas Bose suddenly came out 
from the Municipal buildings. Mr. Bose was also weaving a tri- 
coloured flag. As the procession came dow’n the mmdan ^ it was joined 
by about 3,0tM) people from all sides. At the crossing of Chowringhc^e 
and Corporation Street, the procession w'as stopped by constables and 
mounted police “ 

Mni dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: What is the time and date 

of this report P 

. ftoJHon’Wt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is dated 26th January. 
No hour is nul^d. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAEU: Does this also contain the 
report of the Medical Officer? 

Tilt Hon’IMi Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Attached to thia is th« 
report made by Major Mdlya w’ho examined Subhas Bose Uiat evening' 
nt Lalbanr in the lock-up. 

Mr. NARBNDRjA KUMAR BAEU: The Deputy Commissioner doe# 
not explain any of the injuries. 

Tlii HiB’feli Mr. W. D. R« PRBNTICBi The report wutinuai 
Assistnnt Commissioner, South Town, distributed six dC 
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Comims«ioner'H oitier to some of the people who were forming the 
bodyguard of Mr. Bose and explained to them that they could* not go 
any further, and had to disperse. Instead of obeying the order, 
Ifr. Boee rushed forward followed by the crowd, and came to the middle 
of the crossing on Choa*ringhee Road. The crowd started throwing 
brickbats and I dire<‘icd the Assistant Com miss inner to arrest Mr. Bose 
and take him to Lalbaxar. This was accomplished with a great deal 
of difEculty as several of the persons present hung on to Mr. Bose’s 
Hxnbs, and it was after a time that he was conveyed in a taxi to Lal- 
baxar.*’ 

This is the account of the occurrence and the arrest given by the 
Deputy Commissioner. It has been stated hy one member that the 
police could have arrested Mr. Bose in the Municipal office. This was 
not possible, as he was not defying the police order there, but was 
carrying out his Mayoral duties in the Corporation office. It was not 
until he came out in the open and defied the Commissioner's order that 
he could he arrestc^d. 

As regards the ptilice force available at the time, there were 100 
constables, 40 sowars, 4 sergeants. 2 Inspectors besides the Deputy 
Commissioner, South, and the Assistant Commissioner, South. I would 
here correct Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy’s statement when he said there 
were 200 to 3(M) horses; there w^ere only 40 horses. 

I am perfectly certain myself, looking at the whole series of events 
w’hich led up to the arrest of Mr. Bt»se, there was no intentional 
physical assault on Mr. Bose before he was arrested. For his injuries 
were slight as stated by Major Mallya in his report. Further the 
judgments of the Chief Presidency Magistrate and the High Court in 
the proceedings that followed, make it clear that brickbats were thrown 
at the police by the crowd, and that Mr. Bose was arrested subsequent 
to this attack on the police. 

No one regrets the occurrence more than the Government, and I 
think all fair-minded members of the House will realise that the 
Government had done everything possible to prevent it and to se<;ure 
Mr. Bose against the consequences of his own action. But he himself 
forced the occurrence on by breaking the agreement which had been 
arrived at and acting dishonestly both to the Government and to his 
fellow members of the Congress. Once the trouble began, the police 
was compelled to take action, and he cannot complain if he happened 
to be one of those who suffered injury while the crowd was being 
dispersed. But as only 26 cases of injury, only one of which was 
possibly serious, were reported from the hospitals and the police lock- 
up, the amount of violence used by the pedke could not have been very 
severe. Aiid if Mr. Hashemy’s statement about the mounted police 
gaUo|HBg on to the crowd had been oorreol, the ininrles Wdnld hav 
bean mneb moire aerioim. 
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I waH v<^ry glad to liekr one of the speakers recognise that the police 
had sr very difficult task before them, and that they exercised the 
Ifreatesi restraint. I venture to say that the facts which 1 have stated 
prove the police far from seeking an opportunity for a conflict did 
everything in their power to avoid it and Anally had it forced upon them. 

The occasion for an assault on Mr. Bose was not sought by the 
police or by Government, and if anything unpleasant happened to him 
on the 26th January, it was entirely the result of his own conduct. 
Government throughout acted in order to maintain a calm atmosphere, 
and in accordance with the spirit of the Prime Minister’s declaration, 
and if their efforts failed, it was Mr. Bose and not the police who was 
responsible. 

Bibu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Just a few words first, lest 
I forget. Mr. Prentice made great play with certain figures in the 
course of his remarks. He said that in all there were ten plus sixteen 
or 26 wounded persons. I have it on the authority of Dr. Narendra 
Nath Dutt, a medical gentleman in charge of the Congress hospital, 
who was present not very far from the scene of occurrence in charge of 
his ambulance corps, — I have it on the authority of Dr. Dutt that 
there must have been altogether 200 to 250 wounded persons, and out 
of these 200 to 250 persons, more, than 150 had wounds on the head. 
This is on the testimony 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 am sorry, Sir, I have 
been misunderstood. I gave the figure.s ascertained by inquiry from 
ihe hospitals. 

Babll illTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
refrain from interrupting me, seeing that he has had a long innings 

already ? 

'Tht llin’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. 1 wa.s correcting a mis- 
fltatement of fact. 

Btbu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: This statement of fact is 
uunle on ihe testimony of a very honourable person, a gentleman quite 
as reliable as a member of the Executive Council of the Government of 
Bengal. 

iiiir, I admit that Mr. Prentice’s statement does make a certain 
amount of difference. It shows that the Government of Bengal were 
very anxious to prevent certain occurrences from taking place: but 
notwithstanding the very temperately worded statement of Mr. 
l^raatioe, nothing has been said which can modify our judgment or 
4Qpinion oonoming the most unfortunate incidents of that day. Sir^ 
I shall follow Mr. Prentice's statmnent from point to point. 
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Like an astute logician, he has sought to cloud the issues. He has 
asked us: ‘‘Granted certain contingencies happened, was the Commis- 
sioner of Police justified in taking precautionary measures or not?’*' 
No one could question the propriety of the preventive orders of the 
Commissioner of Police. prf)vided certain croutingencies had happened. 
But the question precisely is this, did the contingencies happen? Thai 
is one of my points. To-day we have heard that many mill-hands— 
the Hon’ble Member was careful not to give the figure — were preparing 
to march upon Calcutta. Sir, this story was stated a few days agt> 
by a Calcutta journalist, at present at Delhi, who gave out that ‘100,000 
unemployed mill-hand.s were preparing to march in force against 
Calcutta. But this formidable military expedition never materialised. 
I^ater on, during the course of the day, no trace of the unemployed 
mill-hands could l>e found. They had vanished suddenly — none knew 
where, none knew when — so that nobody could find a trace of them 
afterwards. I ask: “Where was the contingency then, about which 
the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice waxed so eloquent?'* My second point ie 
this : Supposing there w^ns risk of danger and breach of the peace, why 
were not adequate preventive measures taken in time? And why wero 
assaults resorted to? That is the real crux of the question which the 
Hon’ble Mr. Prentice has carefully avoide<l. He has not been able 
to deny that certain persons were assaulteil. It is an admitted fact 
that the Mayor was assaulted, and that he bled from his wounds. The 
Education Officer of the Corporation was alw» assaulted, and ho also 
had wounds. Babu Narendra Narayan Cbakravarti had his head 
broken while attempting save Mr. Suhhas Chandra Bose, (’aptain 
N. N. Dutt had his wrist broken. You cannot explain away these 
injuries. These injuries were not mythical, neither did they vanish 
like the mill-hands of Mr. R. S. Sarma and the Hon hie Mr. Prentice. 
Wbat do you moke of this, Sir? Another |M>int to w'hich I want to 
draw the attention of the House is the cold and calculated brutality of 
the police proceedings on that occasion. I have chosen my adjective# 
with precision and care, and I say that it was cold and calculated 
brutality. The whole series of proceedings seem to have been carefully 
thought out and planned from beforehand. 1 do not know — and I do 
not care to know' — who was responsible for authorising the proceedings. 
All that I can say is that they wanted to do something more than break 
up a peaceful procession or break the head of the Mayor. They wanted 
to thwart the policy of the Prime Minister and Ix>rd Irwnn. That wa# 
their chief object, and a more sinister object I cannot conceive of. No 
one is ignorant of the fact, you cannot very well deny it, that there 
it a large section of European opinion which thinks that the Govern- 
ment of India have bwn unnecessarily weak in the past, that th# 
Oovemment have wrapped themselves up in rose-water sentimetiialttieSt 
that it required to be strengthened and stiffened, and that the wind 
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ibould be taben out of their saile. And here was the opportunity 
furnished. And so this procedure was resorted tO) in order that people 
might disbelieve in the generosity and bona fides of the Prime Minister 
and of Lord Irwin. I think this was one of the objects of the people 
who authorised the proceedings; and, Sir, they have succeeded beyond 
their utmost expectation. The incidents of the 26th January, more 
than anything else, have jeopardised the success of the policy adum* 
brated by the Prime Minister. Those incidents have made people ask, 
what value is to he attached to the assurances of British statesmen P 
They say : “Here are the words, and here are the deeds: construe the 
words in the light of the deeds. It is all a sample of the usual English 
procedure: soft sawder in Ijondon, lathi blows in Calcutta.'’ That is 
how common people will argue. 


Sir, I shall follow the incidents of the 26th January, step by step. 
Certain preventive measures were taken, certain persons were arrested 
or detained at home. 1 ask: “Why could not the same measures be 
taken against Mr. Subhas Chandra BoseP” The Hon’ble Mr. Prentice 
suggested tha< he was in hi.s mayoral room, in his mayoral chair, doing 
mayoral duties. But the Mayor was not in his room all through the 
day; he came out of his room, and the jK)lice allowed him to pass along 
the whole length of Corporation Street. At no time or point did they 
attempt to arrest him. They might have arre.sted him then and there 
as soon as he came out, without breaking his head, without making 
people bleed, and without any charges on the part of the mounted 
police. But, no: they allowe<l the procession to pass along the whole 
of Corporation Street; they allowed the procession to cross the Chow- 
xinghee, and then they entraptied it into the ^naidan. They 
surrounded this handful of men with their ring of mounted police, and 
lashed away indiscriminately a.s }>eople might lash away at some 
poisonous snake. No discrimination was made, no care was taken, no 
concern shown for the safety of individuals or groups. And, I say 
once again that the whole thing constituted a series of cold and cal- 
culated acts of brutality. 


Sir, the Hon'ble Mr. Prentice told us the other day that he and the 
administration of Bengal wanted to be loyal to the spirit of the Prime 
Minister’s declaration. I would answer again by saying, ** deeds, not 
words.” I wonld ask him to harmonise his words with his deeds. I say 
that you nullify the effect of your words by your deeds : and if you con- 
tinue to do this, then there wrill be no peace or settlement in the country. 
And if then the present state of unrest continues, the blame will not leat 
nn us — ^the guilt, the crime, the shame, will altogether be yours, and 
people like you who authorised these deeds or who seek to condone 
tiiem afterwards. 
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^ Mr. MAMTI tNlKHAIIttWAR AAY: Undw seotion 46 <»! the 

Bengal Legislative Cauncil Rules and Standing Orders* I beg to move 
that the question be now put. 

Mr. PRCilDENT: Tlie question is a very important one, and I 
find that many mem)>ers are anxious to speak ; so I am reluctant to close 
the debate at this stage. 

Mfi C. C* COOPER: Mr. Prt*sident, Sir, a demand is being made 
for a public inquiry into the action of the police on 26th January. A 
more reasonable and fairer demand would be for this House to demand 
a public inquiry into the actions of the Congress, Mayor and Corporation 
of Calcutta, it is idle to blame the police for what occurred on 2Cth 
January, when the entire responsibility for the riots rests with the 
Congress. In my opinion. Sir, a demand for an inquiry into the 
actions of Congre*<s would be of greater public interest and utility, 

Mr. Bannerjee surprised me when he suggested Government had 
organised this riot in order to disturb the atmcwphere of peace and 
political good-will created by the Round Table (^inference. My first 
thought on seeing the riot was that the Congress had organiaed the 
disturbance in order to upset the peaceful atmosphere, which atmosphere 
did not suit the (Congress luMik. Mr. Bannerjee was p]ease<l to be 
earcastic alnnit the mill army. From my own personal knowledge, 
attempts w’ore made by Congress to induce the mill-hands to march on 
Calcutta. The mill authorities advised the labour to stay at home; 
otherwise they would get hurt. The labour listened to wise counsel 
and stayed at home; hence the Congress mill army did not raaterialiae. 
I refer to it as evi<lence tliat the riot on 2(ith January was orgaiiiaed 
by Congress. 

Sir, one cannot help but be struck by the one-sided logic of this 
debate. Nothing according txi his friends is too good to say for a man, 
who with deliberate malice defies law or order, who with the same 
deliberate malice influences simple-minded people to evil ways; yet 
nothing is too bad to say about the unfortunate police who do their duty 
in maintaining law and order. One of the characteristics, of which v. e 
Britishers are proud, is our love of fair-play; therefore we despise tlie 
unfair methods employed to attack the police on every conceivable 
occasion. Leave the police alone and they will leave you alone; but if 
you deliberately upset the hornet's nest, it serves you right if you get 
badly stung. If the Mayor of Calcutta had been carrying out bis 
duties in a proper lawful manner, he would not have got his bead 
broken on 2$th January. 

1 have listened to the lurid detaib of the various allegations made 
Against the police, but the speeches made leave me cold, as only one 
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of the speakers was an eye-witness of the occurrence. They cannot 
speak with impartial authority; they could only speak from prejudiced 
hearsay, which is not evidence. 

Some people in their bitter zid against the police will swallow and 
believe anything they are told against the police, and the spinning of 
the yarn loses nothing in its repetition. A snowball, as it is 
rolled, grows dirtier as it grows bigger. 

On the day of the occurrence I happened by accident to be in the 
vicinity, I saw an unruly mob of the riff-raff of Calcutta openly dis- 
obeying law and order. They started with a t^maiha, and it became 
a riot, a danger to all peaceful law-abiding citizens. The police did 
nothing more than do their duty. They did it well under circumstances 
of great difficulty, and they acted with considerable restraint. They 
were like unto an indulgent father correcting a very naughty wilful 
child, which child well deserved a severer spanking than he received. 
What struck me more than anything was the perfect good humour of 
the police. I defy anyone in this House to have kept their tempers 
as well as the police kept theirs on that day in controlling, for want of 
a better simile, a howling pack of mad dogs. 

It is foolish to talk of a peaceful c rowd. AVhiteaway, Laidlaw A 
Co. had to shut their doors, and terrified women, both British and 
Indian, to(»k protection within those doors. 

Ill such an unruly mob, among whom were some nasty-looking 
toughs, anylaidy participating in it deserved all they got, and if some 
of them did get a crack, thej' only got what they asked for. 

It is the first duty of the Mayor of Calcutta to set an example of 
good (dtizenship. Instead, he delilierately incited and organised the 
worst elements in Calcutta to defy law and order. No right-thinking 
man can have any sympathy with him, and he deserved all he got. 
The police of Calcutta have a very high sense of duty, to well deserva 
the support of every right-thinking and fair-minded man. 


4-15 p.m. 

••ft S« 0« OHATTERJEE: I thought I would not take part in the 
discussion. But my friend, Mr. Cooper, has forced me to do so. I 
do not think that on second thoughts he would have reasons to be proud 
of the speech which he has just now delivered. But what* does he 
mean by calling a mob unruly when it was unarmed, when nobody^ 
not a single peibon constituting that mob, carried even a huhi? They 
were most probably shouting Bands Mataram which may be anaihsma 
matantha to Mr. Cooper and men of bis kind, but which has a vwry* 
sacred meaning to us and draws every fibre out of the soul of every 
one of us, who dares call himself au Indian. Like our music, our 
cry of Bande Maiaram may be merely noise to Mr. Cooper, and if hu 
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do^ not like the &di 0 e» he may go baek to England. (Me. C. G* 
Coovee: I did not exactly mean it.) I am very glad to hear it. 

Kow, Sir, we must not confuse the issue. The point at issue before 
the House is this: Was Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose beaten by the 
police? That is the one and only issue before the House — was he 
beaten by the police? I have a report of the injuries done to him 
which, I am sure, would coincide with the report of the Police Burgeon 
which the Hon*ble Mr. Prentice referred to, but did not read out — 
probably he had not the time to read it out. I^et me read it out for 
him : 

Mr, Bose had received altogether five injuries in different parts of 
his body: (1) contusion over the right side of forehead, half by half 
inch, (2) contusion over Imck of head, half by half inch, (2) contusion 
over right side of right hand, one by half inch, (4) contusion over the 
middle of the dorsal aspect of right fore-ann, one by half inch, (5) a 
few scratch marks on the fore-arms. 

Everybody here knows or ought to know that these contusions 
mean Inthi blows. My friends opposite also know, and let them say 
if they are not absolutely certain that every one of these contusions was 
caused by lathi blow. Whether they are desrril>ed as serious or slight 
does not matter in the least — they are mere technical terms employed 
by Doctors — but the injuries described as “slight** may have hurt all 
the same very seriously. But I need not detain the House over the 
explanation of these technical terms. What happened was that Mr, 
Subhas Chandra Bose was beaten with lathis by the police. No such 
thing can happen in England in spite of what Mr. (hooper has said. I 
was there for six years, and I prefer to adhere to my own experiences 
in that country. The practice of breaking a particular law because it 
is considered to be right or unconstitutional or subversive of the right 
principle of Government is a practice which is very well known in 
England. Mr, Subhas Chandra Bose in defying a particular order 
which he thought to be unjust was doing something which was highly 
English. Englishmen have done it over and over again in the past. 
In my time Dr. Clifford originated the passive resistance movement 
in England by refusing to pay rates and taxes under the Balfour Act 
which he considered to be unjust, and he and his followers offered 
pESsive resistance when the officers of Government went to levy dis« 
trees. Bat nobody ever thought of laying violent hands on those non- 
eonformists who refused to pay the rates and taxes as required under 
the Balfonr Act, although on very many occasions trouble took place 
oewr the execution of distress. Would any Englishman sittiniT 
oppoaite have the courage to tell me that if a countryman of their own 
bfeaks a particular law on principle with a view to testing it or to its 
efEEtnal abedition he should be assaulted fay the English Police? Such 
a thiag could never happen in England unless when he was going to 
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be arretted he ofered Tiolence. Here, admittedly, Mr. Saldiaa 
Ohandra Bote offered no violence, could not have offered any violence 
as he did not even carry a lathi. Further, why could he not be 
arrested just as he came out of the Corporation premises P I can quite 
understand that he could not be arrested when he was sitting on the 
Mayoral Chair. But was there anything to prevent the police from 
arresting as he came out of the Corporation Building? I suppose 
that the police will say we chose our own spot, we would arrest him 
where we pleased. Very well, you let him come up some way ; but why 
should you heat him? Why did you beat him? Up to now I have 
heard no explanation as to why he was l)eaten. Why do you avoid 
that issue? That is the only issue before the House. This is the 
matter which we have come here to discuss and on which this resolu- 
tion is based. Give us an explanation why the police beat him. I 
would never believe that His Excellency the Governor had instructed 
any of his officer to practise violence on Mr. Bose. Such a thing could 
never happen. I find it very difficult to believe, in view of Mr. 
Prentice’s speech on Mr. Basu’s resolution, that he delivered such an 
order — an order to the effect — beat him first and then arrest him. Then 
who issued that order? Who is responsible for that order? Did Sir 
Charles Tegart issue it? liot us hope and trust not. The question 
remains why was he beaten at all? Who were the men who beat him 
and why have they not been punished? Why do you not state here 
who gave the order, and why do you not find the offenders out and then 
tell us what you are going to do with them? That is an answer we 
want from the Government. Perhaps Mr. Prentice cannot address the 
House for a second time, but I hope some other officers of Government 
would enlighten us on this point. 1 ask Mr. Prentice directly to fur- 
nish us information on this particular point before we have done with 
the resolution. Sir, at present, in the state of the political develop- 
ment we have attained, it is no longer possible to treat the English 
people in one way and the Indian people in another for doing the same 
•ort of thing. I do not think anybody will dare to lay down a pro- 
position like that on that side of the House because if he did that he 
would be guilty of treachery to that offer of co-partnership between 
England and India which has been made to us by the great party 
Leaders in England. That being so I ask for an answer to my parti- 
cular question — 1 ask Mr. Prentice why Mr. S. C. Bose was beaten 
and who were the men who beat him? Will they be dealt with 
according to law for their evil action? 

Mr« W« K«" TNOMPiON : Sir, I trust the last speaker will penaii 
me to express my ihTprise that although he told the House that he had 
not intended to take part in the debate, he had apparently broaght 
papea^ wi^i him from which he intended to read. The last speaker 
has questioned whether the police in England would offer violeaee to 
a law-breaker. 
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Hr* Q« OHATTlRiiis I never said tbai. I said that where 
a SMUh en principle breaks an order the Government in England would 
never lay violent hands on him unless he offers resistance at the time 
of arrest. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: I was going to give you, Sir, an instance 
of how violence is offered by English policemen. 1 am a little ashamed 
to give the instance from my personal experience. When I was a 
small boy in the village, we had a great friend in the local policeman. 
I had a bicycle in those days and one day 1 came back in the evening 
after dark without a lamp. My friend, the policeman, stopped me 
and made me walk the rest of the way. Unfortunately my pocket 
money had run short and I could not huy a new lamp. A day or two 
after the same thing happened, and 1 tried to get {uist the policeman. 
In those days the policemen in England wore long blue capes which 
were rolled up and put across their shoulders. My friend, the police* 
man, was determined to stop me and I was determined to get away. 
He flung his <ape at me and I and my bicycle rolled over in the ditch. 
(Mb. H. C. CuATi'i-^iKE : But no question of principle was involved 
in your breaking the law.) 

Sir, my friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, spoke of the guilt and 
shame of Mr. Prentice and his like. I, Sir. am one of those people 
who are not ashamed of what the British have done in India. When 
we came centuries ago, these old merchant adventurers of the City of 
London in their stiff Dutch breeches and their leather doublets came 
here; they came to trade. They obtained safeguards in the form of 
mnads granted by the Mogul Emperor and they found India not a bad 
place to trade in those days. India in those days was certainly a 
better place to trade in than, for instance, Germany was during the 
*‘30 years* war,” Then the Mogul Empire broke up and India split 
up into little warring territories. Trade was interfered with and at 
every little frontier there were obstructions until it became impomibla 
to carry on trade. The countryside was infested with robbers and it 
was found that the only way to keep the country a fit place to trade in 
was to take over administration of the land. So we took over the 
administration and we are now in the process of handing it back to the 
people of the country. We Britishers are doing our best when handing 
over the administration to leave institutions here which will abide. 

Sir, Mr. Chatterjee said that the only issue before the House was 
whether Mr. Bose was beaten. Sir, I understood that the i«sue was 
not whether an individual had got a knock on the head but rather 
whether « case of urgency has arieen which will warrant an adjourn* 
meni of the Honee becauee an incidant of that sort took place. I feel 
tither that so far from an inquiry into the conduct of the police being 
required, what is required is an inquiry as to whether this incident 
took place at the instance of a party who was not willing to allow the 
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prooeM of evolution to proceed on which the Prime Minister said the 
last word in his speech the other day — ^whether the incident took plaee 
in an effort by Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose to do his best to put a spoke 
into the wheel of the Round Table Conference, and undo, if he could, 
the ffooil which in the shape of mutual understanding had come out of 
the deliberations in London. 


4-30 p.m. 

BibU JATINDRA NATH BASU: I desire to refer to one fact. A 
few days before my return from England I came to know of this 
incident while on board the steamer by which I was travelling back to 
India. The news came to me as a great surprise. It was to some 
extent inexplicable to me. On arrival here, I found on inquiry tliat 
there had been similar celebrations of the Independence Day through- 
out the whole of India and particularly in Bombay which is said to 
be an area of much greater disturbance than Calcutta. In those 
localities the celebrations were not interfered with, and the result was 
that no such incident as that which happened in Calcutta took place. 
I was surprised that, having regard to what has been said in England 
and having regard to the repeated declarations and assurances of such a 
great statesman as the Viceroy, the policy which led to the incident 
should have been giveh effect to. As Mr. Prentice has pointed out, the 
polic.e had some information about some incidents which might have 
resulted in law being broken 

Mr. SHANTI SHBKHARiSWAR RAY: I move that the question 
be now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Basu, how long will you take to Enish your 
speech!^ I may tell you that this adjournment debate started at 2-40 
and the two hours allowed for the discussion of this matter will be over 
at 4-40. 

Babu flATINDRA NATH BASU: Then I do not speak any more. 

On the closure question being put, a division was taken with the 
following result: — 


AYM. 


AM, Maeivi Mania. 

•msl, Maaivi tyM MM* 
tanaia, nil ■alaiar PsHatra Natl. 
taatrK »r. a. 

•ata, aaaa SatMra Mata. 


c ata saary, «aatvi Naral Altar. 
Oatl, Mai Malar 0r. MaHSlaa. 
Catafji, Maaivi Mar ftalaita Klaa. 
Paslatlaa, Maalvi MaiaaNaai. 
a s ttt, Or. AaaMya Mataa. 

Malilai, Oaalvi AMal. 


■lea Me. a 
Olaitirlea, Mae. 
eiaail ar ^ MOa KlUtri Maa. 
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Ptiitrt tctli ttiwMni PrtM«. 

M HiliiMi, HimiiMlr* Otb. 

Il«y, Mr. iluwiti iHtlilHirtMMr. 

May MiMNMiinr, Mii tetMi ctuuitnu 
mmU liMii HMtni. 

Itoy, ■abii tatyaiiira Nam. 


iMi tiipta, Or. Niuatii OH ai i ira . 
tHliit Taj ianatfiir. 


af NatMpar. 

Mnar, Or. Sir Nilrataa. 


NOiO. 


■al, OalNi Lalit Kumar, 
oai, Mr. tarat oaaaara. 

Oaraia, Oai Saaia Tantaaaaa. 

Oaair UOMa, Maalvl W a Ha a n aai. 

Otanay, Mr. I. N. 

•arm Mr. N. H. 

OiMUiahiiri, KImui Oaliatfiir Mauivi Hattur 
Oaliaiaa. 

CHaailiuH, Mawivi tyttf Orama NaMar. 
OOaoiiiary, Naji Oaii AlMati. 
eiara, Mr. I. A. 

O a m a, Mr. O. 4 . 

CaapinOK, Maiar^iaiiaral W. V. 

O aa p a r , Mr. C. 0. 

Oaia, Mr. O. 0. 

Oat, Oai OalMUlttr Kamiai Kuatar. 

Oatli, Mr. A. 4. 

OaMMaif Mr. 0. A« 

Paraaui, tlw Maa*Ma Khaa OaMur 
K. 0. M. 

Pawaat, Mr. L. It. 

Farrarlar, Mr. 4. Oampbtil. 

Oaufali, Oai Baluufur tutil Kumar. 
OiMiriat, Mr. 0. 0. 

O arPaa, Mr. A. O. 

OttlM, Mr. F. N. 

Ouraar, Mr. 0. W. 

Hatala, Mawab Mualiamif« Kliaa Kaliaaur. 
Maataifi, Mauivi Muliammaa. 

HuMain. Maahri Latafat. 

MutaaiiiCi, Mr. 0. H. 

ICaatai, Maaivi Abal. 


KiMM. KAaa taMA Maaivi Maauaai AM. 
t4ito» Mr. N. o. 

Maoaira, Mr. i. T. 

Marr. taa Nan*Ma Mr. A. 

MUMr, Mr. 0. C. 

Mittar, tlw Naa*Ma Sir FravaMi CA am a r . 
MaHiaA, Mr. MaAaaia OaAary. 

Na«, Mr. K. 0. 

Nait Oav ar awa o. A. 

NaiiaNiMiii, tua Haa*Aia Mr. KAwaja. 
Nartaa, Mr. N. O. 

Oraiaiia, Mr. K. 0. 

FAilpai. Mr. N. 0. V. 

Fraatiaa, lAa Haa*Ala Mr. W. 0. 0. 

OaAaaai, Mr. A. 

OaAaiafi. Mr. A. F. 

OaAAiaa, Mr. A. F. M. AMur> 

Oay, OaAa MagaaMra Marayaa. 

Oay OAaatfAari, Mr. K. C. 

OaM, Mr. 0. N. 

Oay» lAa Naa*Aia Mr. iijay FrataA llagA. 
•aaAatallaA, Maaivi MaAammaa. 
•alaaitfia, Mr. KAwaja. 

•arAar, Air 4adaaaiA. 
tarfcar, Oai AaAiA OvAati MaAaa. 

SaiitA, Mr. O. 

ialaiman, Maaivi MaAamaiatf. 
ttaplataa, Mr. 0. 1. 

•umaar, Mr. 0. O. 

TAampvaa, Mr. W. N. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 


The Ayes being- 37 and the Nnes hi, the motion for closure waa 
lost. 


Mr« PRESIDENT: The motion which was brought by Mauivi Syed 
Jalaluddin Hashemy now automatically falls to the ground because the 
two hours which were allotted to it are over. 

Before 1 adjourn the House I may tell you that on the 19ih there 
will be no meeting of the Council. As the Moslem group in the House 
on account of religious consideration would not be able to attend the 
meeting on that day, His Excellency the Govemor has decided not to 
have any meeting on that day. On Monday we m ill take up the non- 
official Bills and the 17th and 18th will 1^ available for non-oiBcial 
reeolutions. The Council slande adjourned till 2-80 p.m., on Monday, 
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BalNl JITENDRALAL MAIlifiMiEI On a request for mfonna* 
tion, ^ir. If on the 16th the non-official Bills are finiilied before Ibe 
time is up will the resolutions be taken upP 

Mr. I^REil DENTS Two days have been allotted for the Bills and 
no more than two days, that is the 17th and 18th, will be available for 
resolutions. 

AdlMHnmieiit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., on Monday, the 
16tb February, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



if Hit Itupit Lcfitlalhw Omtmkl *rr^r:! imiir Clit 
pi^vitiofit of tho CUi o or iwml of iiwMa ML 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the C<niucil Houtie^ 
Cftlcntta, on Monday, the 16th Februar>\ 19*11, at 2-31) p.m. 


Mr. President (the Hon'ble Raja Sir Manmatiu Nath Ray 
CHA ri)nrBi. Ki., of Santosh^ in the Chair, the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr^ 
C.I.E., the Hon’ble Sir Pixjvush Chuuder Mitter, kt., c.lb., the Hon’blo 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice, r.i.R, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 115’ 
nominated and ele<'ted members. 


ttirrod Qiitilioiit 

(to wHioh oral answon aroro givonV 
Noffi*roaiifonU of Bangai in Bangal omploy. 

*06« Mfi 8« M. B08E: {a) Will the lion'ble Member in charge* 
of the A|>iK)intment Department In* pleased to state whether there are 
statistics available to show the numl)er of ihtsoiis employed under the 
(lovemment of Bengal drawing a salary’ of Us. 30 a month (»r more — 

(«) who are natives of Bengal; and 

(ii) who ore not natives of Bengal? 

(6) H so, will the Hon’blo Member be pleased to hiy the figures on 
the table? 

milBER in ohargt of APPaiNTMENT DEPARTMBMT (tho 
HonIMo Mr. W. 0. R. Prantioa): (a) and (5) No such statistici art 
available. 


Conrt^fooi and stamp MOm. 

BMbu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURYt (a) It 

the Hon’bie Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that 
on account of the great economic diatress prevailing in the country 
tho peopta are complaining againat Mihanced eourt-lbea and stamp 
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(b) Are the Government considering the desirability o! Tedwang 
court-fees and stamp duties to their former level by an early reviatkai 
of the Court-Fees and Stamp Acts? 

MEMBER in ohirge of dUDlCIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’Blo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontiot)8 (a) No complaint has come to (ioveruinout. 

(6) No. 

Babu SATiSH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURYs Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to consider this question if representations are 
made by the people? 

Tho Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If representations are 
made they will be considered. 


iotroh of premisoa of Motara. Padonotbram Thakurrani, Rampurtat. 

*68. Babti JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) Will the Hon Me 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that some time in the month of July last, a body of police, 
led by the insiiector of the Rampurhat police-station, broke into the 
firm of Messrs. Pudanathram Thakurram? 

(b) Is it a fact that they committed damage ujwn property and severe- 
ly assaulted Babu Kisheii Prosad, one of the proprietors of the firm ? 

(r) Is it a fact that both the officiating District Magistrate of 
Birbhum and the officiating Superintendent of Police were present at 
Rampurhat on the day of occurrence? 

(d) Is it a fact that the damage and assault spoken of above were 
oommitted under their instructions? 

(e) Is it Ik fact that the proprietors of the firm of Messrs. Padanath- 
ram Thakurram have never taken part in any political agitation? 

MEMBER in ohnrgt of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tbo Hmi’bli 

Mr. W. 0. R. PnntiM): (a) The premises of Messrs. Padanathram 
Thakurram were seartffied on 17th July, 1930, in pursuance of a search 
warrant issued by the Subdivisional Magistrate of Rampurhat. 

(b) No damage was done and no assault committed. 

(c) Yea. 

(d) Does not nriae. 

(e) No, 

MmM BYBD MAdlD BAICBHt WiU the Hon’ble Member kindly 
explain wby answer (d) does not arieef 
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^thp HM'Wt Mr. W. 0. R. PRIMTIOpi Ib rkm of the Mwwor to 

(I). 


Mtlllvi SYED MAfllD BAK8H: May I rise on a point of ordarP 
I am asking for information. In question (r) it is aak^ “Is it a fact 
that both the officiating District Magistrate of Birbhum and the 
officiating Superintendent of Police were present at Rampurbat on the 
day of occurrence P’' The answer was “yes.'' Question (d) runs “Is 
it a fact that the damage and assault sfmken of above wert» committed 
under their instructions P“ The answer is “Does not arise.'' How 
can that he? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. You have either 
to draar your own conclusion, or clear the jjoint by a supplementary 
question. 


FarMpur railiMM atatlan. 

*88. Maulvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon'blo Member 
in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Deportment aware of 
present condition of the Faridinir lailway station? 

(b) For how long has the (jiiestion of imjiroving the station l)een 
pending decision? 

(c) Has any derision Wen arrived at? 

(d) If so, what is the decision? 

MEMBER in diarga af PUBLIC W0RK8 (RAILWAY8) 
DBPARTMENT (tlia Hon’bia Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes. 

(b), (c) and (d) Since 1916, when the present Faridptir station 
was constructed as nn emergency methcMl of maintaining rail connec* 
tion with Faridpur town, when owing to erosion by the Padma river 
the line entering Faridpur tow'n station was breached. No new station 
aito could he selected as long as there appeared to be danger of further 
encroachments by the river. When the danger was reported by the 
Engineers to have ceased, proposals were considered for extending 
the Faridpur branch to Madaripur, and several sites were considered for 
the new through station. These projects prove<l unremunerative and 
an alternative suggestion was put forward for reaching Madaripur. 
Hie question of providing Faridpur with a new station was on the 
point of , coming under consideration in the early part of I9S0 when a 
very serious reduction in expendiiute in all directions was forced on 
the Government of India which precluded the Railway administration 
fmn undertaking this work. No decision has therefore been arrived 
at nor can he till financial prospects are brighter. 


18 



QUB8TI0N& 


[ 16 xh 


m 


MMlvi SYED MAJID BAKSHl Will tlie Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to give us an approximate idea when the financial prospectil 
will be better? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. A. MARR: 1 have not the slightest idea. 

itiMivMeiiil Omoer ef RamfNirlMit ml house soarahos at Mollarporo 

in Rampurhat 

m. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that on or about the 9th December last a police 
party led by Mr. S. K. Haidar, Subdi visional Magistrate of Rampurhat, 
entered the houses of three persons named Mahendra Nath Roy, 
Surendra Nath Roy and Satyal>ala Deby, all residing at Mollarpore 
in the Birbhum district? 

(b) Is it also a fact that in the course of the house-search carried 
on by the said jKdice imrty, ihe Subdivisional Officer assaulted Mahendra 
Nath Roy and the brother of Surendra Nath Roy? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
part of a Magistrate's duties to lead a house-search piirty consisting 
of policemen and officers? 

Tha Hon’bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) Yes, in the execution 
of search warrants regularly issued. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes, if the necessity arises. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether anything of an incriminating 
nature was found in these house-searches? 

Tht Hoii*blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 

Witbheklii^ of Govommoiil grant to non-Govommont oollogot. 

•71. Mr. SYAMAPROEAD MOOICERJEE: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether he is aware that the proposal to withhold the grant of 
1 Vkb and 29 thousand which is annually distributed among 
the noo*-Oovemment colleges in Bengal has given rise to 
considerable dissatisfaction throughont the province; and 
(it) whether it is a fact that the Senate of the Calcutta TTni varsity 
has protested against this decision and requested the Doftm- 
ment to reconsider the matter? 
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' ( 6 ) If 80, what action, if any, do the OoTcranent propoae to take 
otk tills matter F 

MINISTER in olMrgo of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Dm 
H on*blo Mr. Khmjo NazinHMldln)t (o) (i) The jiroitoaal ia bound to 
cause some disaatisfaction. 

(tt) A commuoication has been received from the Calcutta Uniyep- 
fity regrardng the proposal. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

MtulYl SYED MAJID BAKtH: Will the Hutrbh^ Minisier be 
pleased to state whether the Government f^rant will lie distributed 
before the close of the finanf lal year? 

TN Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOINt The haul decision 
will be arrived at before tbe close of the financial year. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'lde Minister 
be pleased to state whether proposals were asked for from the 
University before the exclusion of this grant? 

TIhi Hoii'bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: Yes 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEEs Is the Hon’hle Minister 
aware that the colleges in Bengal had proceeded on the assumption 
that the Government grant would be distributed as usual? 

The HoiYbla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: No. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what the reasons are for not distributing this grant? 

The Hon'bM Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: FinancMul stringency. 


Provifieial ForiM OinriM. 

*72. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will fli«* Honlile 
Member in charge of the Revenue (Forests) Department l>e pleased to 
state— • 

(i) what is the number of I.F. 8 . posts open to the members of 
the Provincial Forest Service in Bengal ; 

(ft) when was the last such promotion made; 
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(iii) how many men have been appointed to the I*F.S. in Bengal 
since that date; and 

(iv) how do the qualihcations of these men compare with those of 
men recruited direct to the Provincial Service? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, REVENUE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. H, C. V. Philpot): (i) Two, but the Government of India have 
recently decided to increase the proportion of listed posts to 25 per 
cent, of the Indian Forest Service cadre in each province. 

(n) Babu J. N. Bose on 1st Apiil, 1924. 

(tti) Six. 

(iv) There is now no direct recruitment to the Provincial Forest 
Service. A statement is laid on the table showing the qualifications 
of the eix officers and of those members of the Provincial Forest 
Service who were recruited direct. 


Statement of qxtalification$ referred to in the reply to clauee (tv) of 
starred question No. 72. 


Nmum of lodUn 
Fonst Servioe 
ofBoort re- 
erutied direct. 

Their qualifloationc 
when recruited. 

Name* of Bengal 
Foreat Service 
ofRcers recruited 
direct. 

Their 

quaUflcation* 

when 

recruited. 

1. Mr. N. Pal (5th 
Deoeinber, 1924). 

B.8c. (Cal.) with Finit 
(Haw Honoun in Ma- 
thematic*. 

1. Babu 8. K. Ba*u 
(21*i July. 1914). 

M.Sc. 

a Ut. 8. A. Yumif 
(4ih Deoembor, 
1926). 

B.So. with Honouni 
(Dacca), B.A. ((i)^ntab.) 
and Diploma in Foree- 
try (Cantab.) with 
diatinotioo. 

2. Babu 8. N. Mitra 
(23rd July, 1916). 

B.8e. 

3. Mr. J. C. Nath 
(30ih January, 
1925). 

B.8o. with Honouni 
(Edin.), Honour* in 
Geology uo to M.A. 
aUndard <» the Mine 
Vnivwaity. 

3. Babu Rameewar 
Banerji (5th April, 
1917). 

BJSo. 

4. Mr. A. C. Qapta 
(M Daeambar, 
im). 

B.8o. with Honour* (Cal.) 

4. Babu 8. K. DatU 
(12th Aprs, 1920). 

MBe. 

6. Mr. T. V. Dent 
filth October! 
1919). 

BRo. in Fonatry 

(Edin.). 

6. Babu J. K. 8wi 
(9th ApriU 

BJt. 

e. Mr. V. 8. Rao 
(8th Kovwnbcr! 
1980). 

B.A.(MadmB) 

.... 

.... 
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•n. Mauiti LATAFAT HUMAIN: (a) Will the Hou’Ue Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department lie pleaxed to state whether it ii 
a fact that the reproduction section of <he Ben^rnl Drawing Office sub- 
mitted a memorial to the Hon 'hie Member of the Revenue Department 
in March last? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in (he aHimuitive, will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the said memorial? 

(c) Will the Hon*hle Menjher l»e pleased to state what action haa 
since been taken in the matter? 

(d) If no action has l>eeii taken, will the Iloii’hlc Meml)€*r Iw pleased 
to state the reason therefor? 

MEMBER In charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon^Me 
Sir Provaeh Chunder Mitter): (d), (r) and id) For answers to (a), 
(c) and (d), the member is referred to the answers to unstarred (|ue«tion 
No. 120, delivered in the Council on 19th August, 19*H0. 

(h) A copy of the memorial is laid on the table. 



Memorial referred to in (he reply to clause {h) of starred (fuestion 

\o, 73, 

To THE HoNOURABLK SiH pROVAMi ChUMIKR MiTIKH, KT., (‘.r.R.i 
M e mher-tn^vharpe , Revenue Department. 

(Through the Direcif>r of Land Heconis and Surveys, Bengal, and 
the Officer-in-charge, Bengal Drawing Office.) 

Dksted AUpore^ the! 3th April, 1930. 

The hnmble memorial of the employees 
of the Reproduction Section of the Ben- 
gal Drawing Office, attached to the 
Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
Bengal. 

Most aasrEcmiLLT sheweth— 

1. That your humhle memorialists are industrial hands and are 
antmstod with the most important and responsible work of printing 
pnmneial maps in colours, thana maps in coloum, district maps in 
colours, cadastral maps and other miscellaneous maps and plans* 
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2. Tliat the most difficult helio work aud the new powder pnx^ 
which were previously done by the Survey of India are also being 
efficiently done in this section. 

3. That their salaries are abnormally low and decidedly much 
less than those of their brother-officers doing similar or less respcmsible 
duties in the office of the Surveyor-General of India, in the Press and 
Forms Manager's office (belonging to the Presidency Jail Press), in 
the Bengal Government Presses and in the Government of India 
Printing. 

4. That their brother-officers doing similar but less responsible 
duties in the Press and Forms Manager’s office under the Political 
Department of the Government of Bengal and those in the Bengal 
Government Presses under the Financial Department are being paid at 
a much higher rate of pay^ both having obtained full retrospective effect 
of Circular No. A. 31, dated the 15th July, 1920, of the Government of 
India, Department of Industries and Munitions. 

6. That the sufferings and pitiable condition of your humble 
memorialists who have been deprived up till now of their just dues and 
privileges will l)e evident by a contrast of the present grades in the 
Bengal Government Press with the grades which were in vogue before 
resolution No. A, 31, dated the 15th July, 1920, of the Government oi 
India was given effect to, as shown in the attached schedule “A”. 

C. That the McAlpin Committee took advantage of the absence on 
leave from India of the then Director of Surveys, Colonel F. C. Hirst, 
and did not at all come to the office of your humble memorialists to 
enquire into and see the nature of work done hy your humble memoria- 
lists in the Tleproduction Section of the Bengal Drawing Office and that 
the truth of this statement will be quite evident from the remark of the 
previous Director of Jjand Records and Surveys, Mr. A. K. Jameson, 
f.cJ.s., which ran thus: — 

**The McAlpin Committee cannot be said to have dealt adequately 
with the Survey De])artment probably through lack of understanding of 
the work performed. In this section as in the Reproduction Section 
the pay of the principal employees should be much higher than that fixed 
by the Committee.” — FiVfc paragraph 26, page 4 of bis Annual Report 
on the Survey and Settlement Operations in Bengal for the year 1923-24. 

7. That your humble memorialists most respectfully pray that tlie 
pitiable condiiion of the poor employees of the Reproduction Section of 
the Bengal Drawing Office who have, up till now, been deprived of their 
just dues and privileges, be sympathetically considered and that 
immediate retrospective effect of resolution No, A. 31, dated the 16th 
July, 1920, of the Government of India, Department of Industrie and 
Munitions, be given to the emplc^rees of the Reproductiem Section 
the Bengfl Drawing Office. 



IplJ QUESTIONS. 

•$. That ywir humble memorialiaU shall ever pray. 


Manindea Mohan Bikwas, 

Secretary, Bengal Drawing Office, 
Reproduction Section Afteociation, 
on behalf of the employeea. 

Md. Abu JAN, 

President, Bengal Drawing Office, 

Reproduction Section Association, 
on behalf of the employees. 


Posting of uMitional imHIoo at Mtinshigani. 

*74. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl: (a) Will the 
fion’ble Member in charge of the Police Dop<irtment be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of dncoities committed in llKiO in each of the 
subdivisions of the district of Dacca; 

(»i) how many of these were “politicar* dacoities; 

(Hi) the names of the villages in the Muiishignnj subdivision where 
punitive jKilice has bc'en or is projiosed to be quartered; 

(iv) the total amount of the punitive tax that will be levied on 
the villagers ; 

(r) on what principle the punitive tax is lading levied ; 

(vt) what jiersons, classes or sections of the inhabitants of the 
declared area are proposed to lie exempted from the levy 
of the punitive tax, and on what grounds; and 

(mi) whether any subdivision or village or villages in any district 
in Bengal other than the Munshiganj subdivision in Dacca 
has been declared to be a disturbed and dangerous area? 

(h) If the answer to (a)(t*ii) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Kember be pleased to state in what circumstances the declaration of 
an area to be in a disturbed and dangerous state is made ? 


Tfm NaiPMa Mr. W. D« R. PRBNTieEt (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 


(h) Does not arise. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to oUmee (a) of eUurei qaattimn 

No. 74. 

(i) Number of dacoities committed in 1930 : — 

Dacca Disthict. 

Sadar subdivision (number of police-stations 13) — 32. 

Muushig^anj subdivision (number of police-stations 5) — 26. 

Narayanganj sulxlivision (numlier of police-stations 9) — 27. 

Manikganj subdivision (number of police-stations 7) — 5. 

(u) Three. 

(in) The additional force may be quartered in any part' of the 
area described in Proclamation No. 4813 PL, dated 3rd November, 
1930, which is reproduced below: — 

PROCLAMATION. 

No. 4813 PI. — 3rd Noveml)er, 1930. — In exercise of the power con- 
ferred by section 15 of the Police Act, 1861 (Act V of 1861), the 
Governor in Oouncill is pleased to declare that the whole of the area 
in the jurisdiction of Munshiganj, Tangibari, Serajdikhan, Lohajang 
and Sreenagar |)olice-stations in the Munshiganj suMivision of the 
district of Dacca has been found to be in a disturbed and dangen>U8 
state, and that the conduct of the inhabitants of the aforesaid area 
has rendered it expedient to increase the number of police by the 
appointment of an additional force to 1)e quartered in the said area 
at the cost of the inhabitants thereof, 8ubje<*t to any orders which may 
be possed exempting any j^ervSon or class or section of the inhabitanta. 

This prodaniation shall remain in force for a period of six months. 

R. N. Reid, 

Chief Secy, tc the G(yvt, of Bengal (ojfg,), 

{iv) It is roughly estimated that the CDst of the additional police 
will amount to about Rs. 22,000. 

(t») The c$>st ol the additional police wiR be apportioned on the 
principle laid down in section 15 of the PoHoe Act (Y of 1861). 

(vi) This question is still under consideration. 

(utt) Yes. During 1930, hve such declarations were made. 

Ril UMiir KEiMAB CHANDRA BANCRJIi In what othar 

diatriets were punitive police employed? 
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Yllt Mr. Wt D« ll« PRIlfTIOEt There ie no such thing as 

punitiye police. There are additionid police under section 16 of the 
Poluse Act in Midnapore and 24-Pargauas. 


Crimt in Narall and Lahagartii polioMtatlaiit. 

•7B. Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware that in the Namil and lioha- 
garah police-stations in the district of Jessore cases of theft» burglary, 
dacoity and murder are daily on the increase? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble MemWr be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment from January, 1926, to December, 1930, showing — 

(t) the number of theft, burglary, dacoity and murder cases com- 
mitted within the Ixihagarah and Narail police-stations; 

(it) names of the villages and the persons at whose houses the crimes, 
viz., theft, burglary, dacoity oi murder, as the case may be, 
were committed ; 

(m) number of cases in which the miscreants were brought to liook; 

(tv) number of such miscreants; 

(v) instances in w’hich the miscreants escaped justice; and 

(vi) the number of them still at large? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Meiiib<*r be pleased to state whether (lo\*em- 
ment have taken or intend taking any steps with regard to the miscreants 
referred to in (v) and (vi) of clause (fe)? 

Thi Hon’Me Hr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Since 1928, when a 
similar question by the same member was answered in the ('ouncil, 
there has been, in Narail jad ice-station, a continuous dwline in the 
number of theft, burglary and murder cases, while dacoity cases 
increased from 1 in 195^8 to 3 in 1930. 

In Jjohagrarah police-station, there was, in 1930, a similar increase 
in dacoity cases, as compared with 1928 and 1929, but the number of 
theft and murder cases was smaller than in 1928. Burglary cases show 
an increase of 2 over the figure for 1928 but of 31 over the figure for 
1929, when the figures were unusually low. 

(5) {»), (tu), (tv) and (v) A statement is laid on the table. 

(tf) Oovemment are not prepared to order the detailed inquiries 
neceeaaiy to furnish the required information. 

(et) The number of such persons cannot be given. 

(c) No action can be taken against the persons who have been 
acquitted. As regards absconders, all possible stepe are being taken, 
la the other cases, no action is possible nnlees and until evidence is 
lorihcoiiiing. 
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MmIvI tYEO MAJID BAKtHl WiU th« Hon’Ue Member be 
pleased to state why there is so much difference Wtweeo the number 
of oases reported and the number sent upP 


Til# Hon’lllt Mfa We De Re PRENTICE* The lack of eridenee. 


SasTDli of pMongort’ liwago at iloisoro railway station. 

*76e Mre N AREN DR A KUMAR RASU: (o) la the Hon'ble 

Member in char^re of tlie Police Department aware that a general order 
has been passtMl by thc^ District Ma^atnite of Jwsore directing the 
police to search the luggage of all Indian {lassengors entraining or 
detraining at the Jessore niilway station P 

(6) Under what authority was such an order imssedP 

(c) Is the llon’ble Member aware that res|>ectable men at the 
station were harassed owing to the existence of that order? 

(d) Was not one such instance brought to the notice of the Hon^ble 
Member ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Hon‘ble MemW refused to inttwiere in 
the matter as an c.r parte inquiry was said to have lieen made by the 
District Magistrate? 

(/) What were the materials on which the District Magistrate 
based his report ? 

(g) Is the said order still in force? 

The Hoft’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) An order for the 
search of the luggage of all passengers entmining or detraining at 
JesBoro was possed bv the District Magistrate on the 28th August, 
1930. 

(b) Under section 96, Criminal Procedure Code, in ronne<jtion with 
the investigation of a criminal cose. 

(c) and (d) Three person.s only objected to the search. The com« 
plaint of one of them was brought to my notice by the member asking 
this question. 

(e) The member is referred to the contents of the letter which is 
in his possession. 

(/) The report was based on the evidence of the station staff, the 
ihanajitaff and the constables on duty at the station. 

ig) It was cancelled on the I2th October, 1930. 

Mr. NAhENDRA KUMAR iAiU: WiU the Hon’ble Member be 
l^eased to atate if the luggage of any non-Indian passengers was 
aearobed under this mderP 
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Tilt HmtFbl§ Mr* W« D« II. IPRillTlfii: I mnst aik 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is the Hon’ble Member atrare 
that section 96 of the Criminal Procedure Code does not apply? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not allow that question. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the evidence of the station staff, the thana 
staff and the constables on duty was taken in the presence of the 
complainant? 

Tha HOfl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. I do not think so; I cannot 
say definitely. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: May I know the nature 
and effect of the report? 

Tht HOfl’bIt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; Sir, mijrht I ask for a 

ruling on this question? A member wrote me a private letter and 
asked for certain information; I gave the information in an informal 
way, as a matter of private correspondence. I have no objection to 
giving all the information I can to members of the Council, but if a 
member of the Council writes a private letter to a Member of the 
Government, is he entitled to make this correspondence the subject of a 
question in Council? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Am I to understand that the writer of this letter 
is the questioner? 

Tht Hofi’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: He is. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think it is right for a member to write 
a private letter to a Member of the Government, and then make that 
letter the basis of a question. There is no rule preventing him from 
doing this, but I do not think it is proper. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: On a point of orde^ Sir- 
Supposing a membdr of this House writes a letter to a Member of the 
€byemment and is not satisfied with the decision or the orders passed^ 
is it not his duty to bring the matter before the Council? 

Mf. PRBSiDENT: I have already given a Filling on that point. 
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Or. NARESH CHANORA SEN CUFTAt What was tha aaiura o! 

the evidence given by the station staff, the thana staff and the constables 
on dntyP 

The Hon’bia Mr. W. D. R. FRENTICE: Sir, I would ask whether 
it is proper to have this cross-examination on the subject of a private 
letter. Being a private letter I replied to it in a private t apacity, end 
did not send the letter to the office for detailed information. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS In that case I think the best course for you 
would be not to reply to this question. You need not get behind a 
point of order. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. FRENTIOES I have no objection to 
giving any information to any member of Council. But if private letters 
are to be made the subject of questions in Council, I will deal with 
them officiaUy in future, and send the letters to the office. 

Mr. SYAMAFROEAD MOOKER4EE: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
of any other case in wdiich such an order was passed? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES I nm not aware of any 
other occasion. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: Is the answer of the Hon’hlo 
Member meant only for the questioner, or for the whole House? 
Seeing that the other members do not know what the contents of that 
letter were, or the answer to it, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the members of the House are not satisfied, 
their remedy lies in putting supplementary' questions. 


Mr. 8YAMAFR0SAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to tell us what is the nature of the criminal case referred to in 
answer (6)? 

Tbi HaiFblt Mr. W. D. R. FRENTICEl I forget; but it was under 
either the Arms Act or the Explosive SubsUnces Act. 

Or. MAREiH CHANDRA 8EN CUFTAl Will the Han’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether anything inonminaiing was found on any 
passenger? 


Tba Min’blt Mr. W. D. R. FRiNTIOEs I must ask for noUee. 



QUESnOKS. 
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Hindua and Midtammadant paying land ravamia^ 

•77. SETH HUNUMAN PROSAD PODDAR: Will tbe Eon'ble 
Member in charge of the Bevenue Depai'tment be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the present number of Hindus who pay land revenue ; 

(it) the amount of land revenue paid by them ; 

(m) the present number of Muhammadans who pay land revenue; 
and 

(iv) the amount of land revenue paid by them? 

The Hon'Me Sir PROVASH CHUNRER HITTER: (t), (ii), (Hi) 
and (iv) The information is not readily available and cannot be obtained 
without detailed and laborious inquiries which Government regret 
they are not prejwred to undertake. 


Transfers ef ooeupanoy holdings and landlords* fees. 

•7$. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Is the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Deimrtment aware — 

(i) that notices of transfers of occupancy holdings are not being 

sent regularly from the District Collectors* offices to the 
respective landlords; and 

(ii) that the amounts payable to the sole proprietors are not 

remitted by money-orders regularly? 

Tho Hon*bloSir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: (t) and (u) No. 

SUff of Nnail CiwiI Court. 

•7f. HaidYi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon bio 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that his attention was drawn in a speech on the 22nd 
March last in this Council to the inconvenience of the litigant public 
attending the Narail Civil Court f 

(b) Is it a fact that a request was made to transfer the staff of the 
Narail Civil ^urtP 

(c) Is the Hou'ble Member aware that the state of affairs com- 
plained of baa since grown worsef 

(d) If tbe answers to (o), (h) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what action, if any, has been or is 
propoeed to be taken in the matterf 



QUESTIONa 
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lifct Htii’M Mr. w. D. R. RRCNTIOit (a) T«. 

(h) This was the intention of the speech, but the transfer of minis- 
teri^ officers of the civil courts is a matter which is within the dis- 
cretion of the District Judge [tWc section 34 (2), Civil Cimrts Aci]^ 
and no such request has been made to the District Judge, Jesi>ore. 

(c) No. 

(</) If conditions are as alleged by the meml^r, he should brinfr 
them to the notice of the District Judge, who will take whatever action 
he considers desirable. 


Text4K>ok8 for studonti of tooondary tohoolt. 

*80. Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department l>e pleased to state — ► 

(t) whether he is aware of a rule passed by the Education De[>art. 
ment to the effect that the students belonging to a secondary 
school which does not conform to the text-liooks prescril)ed 
by the department on the recommendation of the Provincial 
Text-Book Committee are liable to be declared ineligible 
for any Government scholarship; 

(tV) whether the rule is applicable not only to Government and 
aided schools but also to unaided schools; 

(tit) whether Government are aware that this has given rise to con- 
siderable dissatisfaction among the authorities of schools who 
are not dependent on Government for any support ; and 

(it?) whether it is a fact that the Syndicate of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity has written to the Government pointing out the desira- 
bility of excluding the unaided schools from the operation 
of this rule? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’bla 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, do Government propose 
to take in ibis connection? 

Tht Itai'blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODfN: (a) (*) and (it) Yes. 

(ttt) Government have no definite inlormetion. 

(iv) Oovemment have received no oommunication, but the Director 
of Public Instruction has received a letter on the subject. 

(b) No action; the Director of Public Instruction is in correspon- 
deiice with the University on the subject. 
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Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MMKCA^EiS Is the Um*h]» Mimsief 
aware that the School Code was approved by the Calcutta University P 

The Hon’blt Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: Tea. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that the School Code is applicable to every school in accordance 
with a scheme approved by G^overnment P 

Thf Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know; I want 
notice. 

Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that under the provisions of the School Code the text-books are to 
be selected by the District Magistrate in consultation with the head 
master P 

Tlw HMflUt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: As far as this question 
is concerned we (inaudible in the Eeporters’ gallery). 

Mr. SYAMAPROiAD MOOKERdEE: May I have an answer to my 
question. I asked whether under the provisions of the School Code 
approved by Government all text-books are selected by the managing 
committee in consultation with the head master? 

The Hoffl’bie Mr. KHWAilA NAZIMUDDIN: (Inaudible in the 
Beporters’ gallery.) 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of modifying this rule? 

The HOR’ble Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that we are in correspondence with the Calcutta University. 

Mtvivi ADDUL KARIM: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the authorities of private schools were enjoying the privilege 
o| —(inaudible in the Beporters* gallery)? 

Tbe Hill’ble Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: This is a question of 
policy. If the approved textbooks are the textbooks which are pres- 
cribed for the Government schools, and if any non-aided Government 
school wants to compete for the Government grant, I think the text- 
books selected should be accepted by these schools. 



.r~ (ttm^OKa fi» 

iMwi JMUIlUL KAmMi Is the Hon’bb Minister nware af any 
sehimb whicb are using objectionable bo6ksP 

Tilt Hmm% Mr. KNWAM MAZIMUODIN: I submit, Sir, that 
the question does not arise. 

late JITfNDRALAL BANNiRdEf: Is it not a fact that the 
Text-Book Committee does not recommend any text-l>ook whaleverP 

TKa Mr. KHWA4A MAIIMUDOINt (Inaudible in the 

Reporters’ gallery.) 

Rabu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Is it not a fact that the 
Text-Book Committee does not re(*ommend any books for the Matricula- 
tion Examination at allP 

TIm Hon’bli Mr. ICHWAdA NAZIMUOOINs It is not a question 
of (inaudible in the Reporters’ gallery). 

Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state if this rule regarding text-lMM)ks preventing students 
from getting scholarships, apply to the Matriculation scholarships alsoP 

Tlii Hofl’Mi Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDINt The Text-Book 
Committee has nothiug to do with tite Matriculation classes. 

Rabu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
That is not our <|ue8tion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That cannot be raised as a point of order. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: If the Ilon’hle Minister does 
not understand the ij nest ion, what are we to doP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid you are going too far. 

Dr. NARIBH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: WUl the Bon’ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state whether this rule applies to the MatricuUttoii 
atudentaP 

Tba HiunMa Mr. ICHWAdA NAZIMUDDINt 1 think it abouM be 
sibrious to the hon’ble member asking the questloii that if the text- 
booka are not pieseribed by the Committee, then the Oorennaent 
<«rcQlar does not apply. 

lb 
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RtvtmM from |iiMal antf oowt-loo rto m pt, 

^81, Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Will tbe Hon’blo 
Member in charge of tbe Judicdal Department be pleaaed to lay on tbe 
table a etatement sborwing, district by district, tbe levenne derived 
from — 

(a) judicial stamps; and 

(b) court*fee8, 

from tbe civil courts witbin tbe Dacca Division for tbe years 1928, 
1929 and 1930? 

Tho Hon*hlo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: A statement is laid on tbe 
table. 

Separate figures are not maintained for judicial and court-fee 
stamps. 


Statement referred to in the reply to stcrred question No, 82, 


District. 

1928. 

1929. 

1930. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Faridpur 

6,77,710 

7,37,829 

7,02,764 

Mymensingh 

16,78,786 

16,00,761 


Bakaiganj 

10,76,443 

10,93,246 

9,46,441 

Daooa 

9,17,534 

10,44,302 

10,17,964 


UmtirfOli Qumtioiis 

(mawtiv to orhioli woro laid on tho tablo). 

WINiSraiml of tandlordi’ foot from ooliootorato. 

18. SalRl SATISH CHANDRA RAY GNOWDNURYt (a) Has 

the attention ;of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Depart* 
meat been drawn |o the fact that the absence of a clear proviaion in 
•eetion 2fi-C* of w Bengal Tenancy Act permitting withdraw of 
landlords’ lees from the eoUechwate throngh peraona authorised hy 
voMet^namoi is making withdrawal of landlords’ fees difficult in ait 
oaaet and impoosihle in many oases as some Collectors do not allow 
wHhdrawid on the strength of eaho/atfiamif 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Govemmeat 
eeniidering the desirahility of takings any steps in the matter? 


The Hon’ble Sir PROYASH CHUNDSR MITTERt (a) No. 

(h) Government have already issued a circular order stating that 
transfer fees may be paid to a pleader or revenue agent duly authorised 
to receive the money and grant a receipt on behalf of the co-sharer 
landlords. 


Jute erep. 

as. Rtl Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SENS Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agaiculture and Industries Department be 
gleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government 
for controlling the production of jute in Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tN Hon'bla Khan Sahadur K. C. M. Paroqui): 

Leaflets have been distributed among cultivators strongly urging them 
not to sow witli jute more than 50 per cent, of the area sown with that 
crop in the past season. 

Rai Sahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state who distributed these leaflets? 

Th# Hon’bla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUIs By the local 
officers. 


Fari^pur railway aUdiont 

4S. Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: (a) Will the Hon bio 

Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department be 
pleased to state what steps have been taken since August, 1930, for 
trattsferring the present railway station at Fandpnr to a more suitable 
aiief 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
provisioiia fcH* taking early steps in the matter? 

Tlw Mr. A. MARRi («) and (6) IIm member ii nfemd 

to tbe raply given to * ftemd qoeeUoa on tbia nibjeet put by Hnulvi 
T^unisnddin Mhaii at this meaUnge 
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Oalirifig of RomnI by tbo laminitri to tbo oMoon. 

41. triiift TAJ BAHAIHIR SINCHs (a) Will the Hoil’ble 
Menil>er in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether the Rasad-Parwana system by which zamindars and local 
notabilities or their niufassal officers are required to cater provisions 
and eatables for Government officers on tour or inspection in the 
mufasMul is prevalent in Bengidy 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any complaints have reached them 
as to the evils of that system? 

Tbo Hon'Mo Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 


AgrioultlirtI loans in tlio Balurghat subdivision. 

4E. MiUlvi HAttAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state what sum of 
money was advanced us loans to the cultivators of the Balurghat sub- 
division in the district of Dinujpur during the last famine in the 
iubdivision ? 

(h) How much of the loan has Wn realised up to now? 

(r) Is it a fa<5t that the Gtivernmcnt are taking measures to realise 
the remaining dues? 

(tf) Are the Government aware of the hard condition of the culti- 
vators due to abnormal fall in the prices of jute and jiaddy? 

Tho Hon^loAir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: <a) Rs. 5,59,975 
was odvauced as agricultural loans in the Balurghat subdivision during 
the scarcity of 1928-29. 

(5) Out of the demand of Rs. 2,75,978 a sura of Rs. 2,14,648-1-10 
was realised last year. 

(c) Yes. The realisation for the balance has just begun. 

{d) No. There is very little jute cultivation in the area where the 
loans were ejyanoed. 

Maidvi HAiiAil ALI: Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to 
state what crop is grown in abundance in this subdivision? 

Tbe HMPMi tlr PROVAtH ONUNOiR MITTERl I must ask 

BOtioe^ 
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Rioniiliiiiiit fMliti tWlQiW, 

U. Mlttlvi TAMIZUDOIN KHANs Will the Hon*ble Member in 
cluuE^ of the Police Deimrtment be pleaaed to lay on the table a atate- 
ment showing district by district the number of Hindu and Muslim — 

(J) 8ub“in8j)ector8 of |X)lice, and 
(i?) assistant sul>-in8j)e(“tors <»f police 

recruited — 

(i) by direct recruitment, and 
(ft) by promotion 

in this province during the last ten years? 

Tha Hon’blu Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE s Two statements are laid 
on the table. The statements do not give the desired information in 
respect of the assistant sulvinspectors, os Government are not in posse#* 
sion of the infonnaiion, nor are they {n^pared to order the detailed 
inquiries necessary* to supply it. 



nf erred to in ike rephf to u 
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Midlotl aid ami tmiply of baoki to polHioai priiofian fai 
Ba ri w aiiiiora tioor ipaoiat Jait, 


44. Or. AMULVA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether there is any arrangement for medical aid to the political 
prisoners in the Berham]>ore new special iail. 

(b) Is there any arrangement for supiJying books to the prisoners? 

MEMBER in oharga of POLITICAL (JAILS) OEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’bli Sir Provasfi Chundor Mittor): (a) Yes. 

(6) Ho4)k8 are not supplied by Government, but literate prisoners 
are permitted to have and to read their own Ixxiks. 


FooiMuffs praparod witli adultaralad ghaa or mustard olL 

45. Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Ministf^r in charge of the fiot^al Self -Government Department be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that many sweetmeat vendors in Cah utta 
and HowTah sell articles of food-stuffs prepared ’W'lth adulterated ghee 
or lOustard oil? 

(b) Is there any section in the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, and 
Bengal Food Adulteration Act by w’hich the vendor can be prosecuted 
for the sale of food-stuffs pn»pired with adulterated ghee or mustard 
oil? 

(c) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to quote the section 
of Calcutta Muntetpal Act and Bengal Food Adulteration Act? 

(d) Will thn Mon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether the Acts 
as amended have been circulated to all the municipoliiies and district 
boards? 

(if) If there are no pnivisions in the Acts referred tojin (6), will 
the Hon’Me Minister be pleased to take early stops to amend tba 
Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, and Bengal Food Adulteration Act to 
deal with sooh oases ? 

S INItTER a Smti* .f LOCAL tELF>COVCRNMENT OEPART* 
T (th. HMl'M.Mra Bii.E FnttMl Bhigli R^y): (<i) Ye#, there i# no 

dou^t that this pmetice exists. 

(b) and (o) Befeience may he made to section 407 of the Calcntta 
AlunMpal Act, 1923, and section 6 of the Bengal Food Adnlteratami 
Aot„ 1019| aa^mpfftHled by |ffi|gal^A^ V of 1930. The amending Act 
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has not yet oome into torcpt but ie likely to be notified before long. 

{d) Tbifl suggestion will be duly considered when Act T of 1930 
is notified as in force. 

(e) Does not arise. 


■IH Ming with the future of Seoondery idueation In tengeL 

fit. Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKEMiEs Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Depuriment la' pleased to state— 

(i) what steps, if any, have been taken to introduce a Bill dealing 
with the future of Secondary Education in Bengal ; and 

(ft) whether the opinion on the draft Secondary bkhnaiion Bill 
submitted hy the Senate of the (’'alrutta University has l>een 
considered ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (/) A draft Bill 
dealing with the future of Secondaiy' Education in Bengal was cirtm- 
lated to the Calcutta T^niversity, Dacca University, Boanl of Inter- 
mediate and Secondary Education, Dacca, and the Gf>Yemmeiit of 
Assam for opinion. The Tiews of all with the exception of the last- 
named have been received, and they are being considered by 
Government, 

(ii) Yes. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will the Iloirhie Minister 
be pleased to state when it is expected that Governinent will introduce 
the Secondary Education Bill? 

Thu Hiil’hlt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOIN: (Inaudible in the 
Reporters* gallery.) 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEEl Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when he expected the Secondary ESrliuation Bill to be 
introduced in Council? 

Tut Hsn’hit Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOIN: (Inaudible in the 
Reporters* gallery. ) * 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKfNdfl: WiU the Hott^ble Minister 
be pleased te state wbeiber it is net a fact that there was a conference 
between tbe Govemmeat of Bengal and the Government of Aiiam about 
^ Ihta mattm* tome time •go? 
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Tht Hm^bk Mr. KHWMA NAZIMUDOIN: Yes. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what he meant when he said he was waiting for a 
reply Y 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: lam awaiting an 
official reply. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Was there a non-official dis- 
cussion before the Govenunent of Bengal and the Government of 
Assam? 

Tht Hon*hlt Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: A discussion took 
place; the conclusions of that discussion will be reported to us by the 
Government of Assam. 


Muttilman Hontrtry Magiilratti at KiahortganJ subdivitioii. 

47. Mtulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department l)e pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Honorary Magistrates serving at the Kishore- 
ganj subdivision in the year 19'10; and 

(u) how many of them were Mussalmans? 

Tht Hon'hit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) Eight. 

{it) None. 

Mtuivi ABDML HAMID SHAH: Will the Hou'ble Member be 
pleased to state on what principle the Honorary Magistrates are 
appointed P 

Tht Hon’Mt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Fitness. 


Rtvlw tf tilt fttrklng tf HBrarltti. 

« MUNINDRA DIB RAI MAHABAIt (a) WiU the Hon bit 

Minitter in ebargt of the £ducati<m Dtpartmeat bt pleased to stalt 
whethef the Goveramtat publieh any ammal report on the woihiaf el 
the paUie Ubramif If not, why not? 
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(h) la the Hon'ble Minister aware that the Inspectors of Schools 
collect information regarding the working of the libraries which are 
not incorporated in the Administration Beport of the Education 
Department ? 

(f) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions for the review of the working of libraries in future through 
the Administration Report ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINt (a) No: public 
libraries are not administered by Government and have not been con- 
sidered sufficiently important or numerous to justify the collec'tion of 
materials for an annual report. 

(b) Yes; information is occasionally collec'ted. 

(c) Instructions have been issued to the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion, Bengal, to deal with the (|uesiiou of public libraries in future in 
his quinquennial review on the progress of education in Bengal. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the administration of the public 
libraries are (*onsidered to be a very important fm*tor in education in 
Great Britain, ("anada and other countries}^ 

Tilt Htn’blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (Inaudible in the 
Reporters’ gallery.) 

Rigittrtr of Aacunnoti in Gilotilto tiul hit AttitUnt 

4a. trijut TAd BAHADUR SINGH: Will the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) the names of the two officeiw who are working as Registrar and 
his Assistant in the office of the Registrar of Assurances in 
Calcutta ; 

(n) since how' long has each of these officers been in bis present 
appointment ; 

(ni) the nan^ of their predecessors in office; and 

(tv) the year of first appointment of the present incumbents to their 
respective posts? ^ 

MINIiTER in oiiarfi of iOUCATION <RiCliTRATION) 
iHIMRTMiNT (thi Hoi»*Wi Mr. ICIiiMiJi N a tit B i N Mi n )t («) Khan 
Sidiib Maulvi Abdul Majid, Registrar, Khan Bahib Maulvi Satyid 
Itoahfiqus Saleheen, Sub-Begistrar. 
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(u) From 26th July, 1926, and 22nd August, 1928, respectively. 

(Hi) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Qurbanullah and Maulvi Ahmed 
Abdttszahir, respectively. 

(iv) 1926 and 1928, respectively. 

•rijut TAJ BAHADUE SINGH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the Inspector-General of Begistration and 
his Personal Assistants 

Tlw HoH’blt Mr. KHWAilA NAZIMUDDIN: The name of the 
Inspector-General is J. N. Roy. As regards his Personal Assistant, I 
want notice of this. 

•Hlut TAd BAHADUR BINGH: How long have they held their 
appointments!' 

Tht Hon'blt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: The funner Hin<e 1926, 
and the latter since 1924. 


ifCtHmfil Prm tniployMt. 

M. Maulwl LATAPAT HUBBAIN: (a) Will the Eon^le Mem* 
her in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Settlement Press employees of Jessore, Chittagong, 
Beihampore and Barisal sent a memorial to the Hon'ble Member in 
April lastF 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the afhrmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to lay on the table a c(^y of the said memorial? 

(c) Will thf Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what action has 
been taken in the matter? 

(d) If no action has been taken, will the Hon ’He Member be pleased 
to state the reason theiefor? 

Tht Hoii*bla Sir PROVABH OHUNDER MITTBRt (a) In April, 
1980, the President, Executive Oommittee, All-Bengal Settlement Com- 
positors* Association, submitted a representation to the Hon ’hie Mem- 
ber in charge A the Revenue Department. 

(6) A copy of the representation is laid on the table. 

(o) Govemment expressed their inability to accede to the prayeff 
contained in the representation. 

(d) Does not arise. 



,{ ; ; 

lilt.] Qir^0!7& m 

S9preientatwn referrttl tw tkr reply to rlauee (6) of un^ttarrod 
question No. SO. 

L. No. 154. 

From the pREsinK.vr, rentml Committee, All-Beujf«l Settlement 
CompowitorH* AssiK'intiim, 

To THE Ho.v'mi.e Sir P. (’, Mitier. kt., Member iu oherge, 

Revenue Defyartment , (government of Bengfal^ (^alcutte. 

?Thr»u>i:h the Dire<‘tor of I^ind Re<H)rd», Ben^rnl.) 


Dated Jeasore, the 3rd April, 1930. 


8ir« 

I have been desired by my Committee to lay before your honour 
the following: few lines with the hope (hot they will meet your kind 
and favounible consideration: — 

(1) That we hove been Hervinjf the benijni Government in an 
imiK)rtont <lei>artment for a bmjr time; but no impmveinant either 
in Halar>^ or status baa been effe<*ted in cmr case, although we represent 
the pooreat class of Government aervanta moat hard-worked at the same 
time. 

(2) That our service is temjH»rary, and we are employed or discharfC^d 
accordinfT as the department re<juire our services, there lyeiiig no provi- 
sion for fuir ccmtinuous employment, and that we are often left to shift 
for onraelves, at a time of life when it becomes imiamsible for us to 
find out new avenues of life. 

(3) That the nature of our service does not i>ennit us to lay up some- 
thing a^piinst *Hhe lainy day,’* and when thrown out of servi(;« at the 
end of each settlement, we often find it difficult to make two ends meet 
with our children and families, there being no Provident Fund or 
bonuses lor their maintenance in exigent times, in cases of death or 
removal from service. 

(4) That being Uius often put to extreme difficulties when thrown out 
of employment, consequent on the abolition of Presses, it is our bumble 
prayer fhat a complete list of discharged compositors may be midn- 
taiaed in each settlement, from which to recruit hands in other settle- 
mtnts, when occasion arises or to absorV them in other branches of the 
depaiteeni, vis., final checking, copy holding, final jaach and in 
nttentntion cnmpn. 
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(5) Thai we beg to draw the attention of the benign €k>yemmmit 
to the nature of our duties which often prove fatal to our lives, being 
subject to lead poisoning, which is an endemic disease. 

(6) That We are contract workers, and as such we are not paid for 
Sundays, or any other holidays, which are granted to ofiScers of the 
Government. That we had high hopes in our minds in view of the 
Hon ’hie Mr, Marr^s statement in the Council on the 18th August, 1928. 
Our humble prayer is that we may be granted a waiting charge for the 
days when we are unable to work, on account of illness, as in cases of 
sick leave in Government offices, and in cases of holidays enjoyed by the 
employees in the department. 

(7) That we belong to middle class bluidraloh families of the 
country. The pittance we get by the sweat of our brow with utmost toil, 
even at the cost of our health, are incompatible with the requirements 
of the times, the price of every necessary commo<lity having gone up 
abnormally. We most respectfully submit that under the present cir- 
cumstance's we are unable to maintain our families with the insufficient 
income we have, and that our miseries are heightened by the imposition 
of fines on our scanty pay. Our humble prayer is that the rates fixed 
for our remuneration more than 20 years ago, when conditions of life 
were much easier, may kindly be revised in view of the very high prices 
of necessary articles. 

(8) That our humble prayer is that our wretched condition may 
somewhat be ameliorated by granting us a minimum fixed pay of Rs. 65 
per mensem on a graded list, or in the alternative, by granting us an 
increased fee of Re. 1-9 per 100 lines, as any amount less than the 
amount prayed for, under the circumstances, being insufficient. 

(9) Thai w'e are often to do the works of others, such as distribution 
of types, for which we are not paid anything. 

(10) That our last and most fervent prayer is that we may. gradually 
be absorbed Into the Government Presses, which we legitimately claim, 
having served the benign Government, in an important department for 
the best portion of our lives, 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

NtBAlAK ClUKUSA BaS, 

Pretidmit, Centra) Executive Committee, 
All-Bengal Settlement Compositors* Association^ 
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NON«OFFIOIAL MEMBtllt’ BILLS. 


the discussion on the Cah^utla Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1(130, 
was then resumed. 

Rii Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Ou the 12th February before 
the House adjourned I was speaking regarding iiiy motion that the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1930. be taken into considora* 
tion. I informed the House of the situation regarding the purity of 
mustard oil in Calcutta . I informed my tHilleagues how all our elfoi'ts to 
ensure purity of mustard oil under the statutes of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act were baffled by the action of the traders and manufacturers. I 
pointed out that a committee of the Corporation hwl discussed the 
question of defining e<lible oils with a view to protect the people from 
impure articles of diet. 

3 p.m. 

I pointed out how the Corporation laid down standards regarding 
important articles of food and how’^ the (iovernment declared that they 
were unable to lay down standards of all edible oils. I also pointed 
out how as a result the work of the Health Department of the (/ulcutta 
Corporation had also come to a standstill. Indeed the food inspectors 
at the present moment are being frustrated in their u’ork and when 
they get any sample, it serves no useful purpose on account of 
difficulties created by law. With a view to remedy the presctut stale 
of affairs, it is desirable that the words ‘‘edible oil** should be properly 
defined. With that object in view, I have framed this small Bill 
which is now before the House for its consideration. If my amend- 
ment is accepted, the vendors of oils will he compelled to state the 
name of the oil which they sell, the standard of purity for particular 
oil would be applied and the sample be judged accordingly. I tried 
to obtain opinions of the important bodies concerned in this matter, 
ITnder instructions from the Secretary to the locol Self-Government, 
I circulated ray Bill for opinion to a large number of bodies including 
the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, the Calcutta Corporation, 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Indian Chamber of Commerce, 
the Calcutta Trades’ Association, the Bengal Mafaajan Babha, Uie 
Indian Association, the British Indian Association, the Marwari 
Tradee* Association, the Marwari Chamber of Commerce and the Hindu 
Babha. I also consulted some of our Muhammadan associations, viz,, 
the Be^al Moslem Wgue, the Indian Moslem Association, the 
Bengal Modem Anjuman and the Central National Muhammadan 
Association, Sir, in response to my circular, I have received from the 
Indian Association, the Marwari Chamber of Commerce, Bengal 
Sabha, the British Indian Association and the Bengal 
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National Chamber of Commerce, ^eir whole-hearljed support. I am 
glad to report that the Calcutta Trades’ Association has written to me 
to say that that Association are in complete accord with the amendment 
sought to be made in my Hill. I will come to the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce later on. The Calcutta Corporation unfortunately was not 
in a happy mood at the time when I communicated with them. They 
smelt some affront and their dignity was offended. They do not like 
to communicate with a private meml>er of this House. Their reply 
was rather strange. I was told that it would be more in keeping with 
the dignity of the Corporation if my Bill came through the Local 
Oovernment for their opinion. However, T leave that alone. These 
are the important opinions that I have received and the papers have 
already been circulated to all the members of this House, so I need not 
go into details. 

Now, I come to the only opposition which I have received, vis., from 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. I wrote to that body for their 
opinion and the Secretary of that bcHly very kindly gave me patient 
hearing and arranged for me conferences with persons who were 
interested in the ((U^t^tion. He also got together certain experts who 
were competent to advise us as to what should be done to meet the 
situation. It was pointed out by me in the conference that it was not 
my intention to check the sale of “vegetable ghee” or to do away with 
it. It was made clear that if “vegetable ghee” was made up of one 
kind of oil only that would receive no opposition from my Bill. It 
was also pointed out that if the “vegetable ghee” . consisted of a 
combination of oils and fats and made up into something which 
resembles ghee, then for the sake of purity of mustard oil, its circula- 
tion should be checke<l, es|H»rially so, because at the present day witli 
our limited knowledge it is impossible to ttiaudardise it. The 
gentlemen who came to the <*oiiference were eminent chemists and there 
was also Dr. (Ihose of the (^aleiitta (\>r{M>ratioii who was also an 
eminent chemist and they between them agreed that it was not 
possible to standardise any mixture of oil. 1 understand that 
“vegetable ghee” is made up of hydrogenated oil and if it is so, I have 
no objection to it, but if it consists of a combination of oils and fats, 
then certainly 1 take my stand against it, on behalf of Hindus and 
Muhammadans with whom mustard oil is an important ingredient of 
their food. 

Sir, these Are my reasons in short which has led me to bring this 
Bill here. Certaipjly, Sir, food articles are not to be trifled with and 
money-making must never be encouraged at the risk of miking otir 
people to swallow adulterated and impure articles. It has been 
pointed out that “vegetable ghee” prepared from one kind ol ediUe 
oil will meet with not the slightest hinderance from any body. But if 
all aorts tiuf, even the meet abominable artiebs ol oil and hsU 



4pu] mssrrmAL mskbeb^ mam. M 

x|li4md Milidified sod looking like gkee from the ohemioel procees of 
hfArogeoatioii be thrust upon the Hindu and Muhammadan population 
of Bengal we must make every attempt to thwart that. 

My friend the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Cbvern- 
ment wants the Bill to go to a Select Committee. I am not afraid of 
Select Committee and I om prepared to place my case before any body 
of honourable gentlemen for further scrutiny. But 1 am unable to make 
out what further light is required in the matter. The question in voiy 
simple and the principle involved may well Ik» threshed out here and 
ill a very short time. If, however, the Council decides tipon a Select 
Committee all that I would ask our c*olleagues here is that the Select 
Committee should submit their recommendations before the end of 
this month of February so that I may have the Bill settled in our 
March session. 

The following motion was called but not moved:-* 

Mtuiwi HAiiAN ALI to move, by way of amendment, that the 
Bill l>e circulaitnl for the jiuqiose of eliciting opinion thereon before 
the 15th March, 1931. 

Tht Hoii’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD tmCH ROY: Sir, 1 would like 
to move ray motion with slight alteration with your permission. 

I am informetl that Sir Nilratan Sircar is not to servo on the Select 
Committee. So I have omitted his name and 1 hove added the names 
of Rai Kaiuini Kumar Das Bahadur and Haji Bndi Ahmed Chowdhury. 
Sir, I now move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt; 

(2) Mr. J. Campbell Forrester; 

<J) Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das, M.U.X. ; 

(4) Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury; 

Maulvi Muhammad Solaiman ; 

(6) Maulvi Muhammad Saadatullah; 

(7) Mr. I. A. Clark; 

(8) Mr. C. W. Gurner: and 

(9) the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of Ix)cal Self-Government 

Department, 

with instnictiofis to submit the report m soon as possible end that 
the ntunber of members whoae presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a qiionim shaR be five. 
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I am sorry, Sir, I cannot speak as a layman with the same amotmt 
of confidence with which the hon’ble mover has spoken, but I can 
assure the House that the Government is in full sympathy with the 
object of the Bill. Sir, we are as much anxious to see that the people 
get pure food in spite of what my friend has called an abomination of 
ghee. I think that it is a very technical matter and it will not be 
possible to settle this question here on the floor of the House. It may 
be that unconsciously my friend goes much further in his Bill than he 
intends to do. It not only excludes mustard oil but all kinds of 
vegetable mixture. So I think the best course for us would be to 
refer the Bill to a Select Committee and as my friend has no objection, 
I need not detain the House much longer over the question. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(7) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the LcKal Self-Government 
Department, 

(2) Rai Bahadur Dr. llaridhan Dutt, 

(3) Dr, Sir Nilratan Sircar, 

(4) Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das, 

(5) Munindra Deb Rai Mahasoi, 

(t?) Babu Snrut (^handra Mittra, 

(7) Dr. Naresh (^handm Sen Gupta, 

(S) Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, 

(9) Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray, 

(10) Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy, 

(//) Mnulvi Abul Kascm, 

(12) Maulvi Abdul Karim, 

(13) Mr. A. F. M, Abdur Rahman, 

( 14) Khan Bahadur Mnulvi Axixul Haque, 

(M) Mnulvi Majid Bnksh, 

(7^) Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali, 

(77) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(15) Maulvi Taiiujiuddin Khan, 

(29) Mr. A. il. Faai-ul Huq, 

(20) Maulvi Syed Osman Haider Chaudhun, 

(^7) Maulvi Nural Absar Choudhury, 

Maulvi Muhammad FnxluUah, 

(23) Mr. Syamaproaad Mookerjee, and 

(21) the mcver, 
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intll instractionR to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
imiaber of members whose presence shall be neoessaiy to constitute a 
quin^m shall be six. 

Mauivi AIDUL HAMID SHAH to move* by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting' of — 

(2) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of <he Ijocal Self-Government 
Department, 

(2) Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aliiuuxraman Chaudhuri* 

(^) Mauivi Abdul Hakim, 

(5) Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji, 

(6) Mauivi Syed Nausher Ali, 

(7) Dr. Sir Nilratan Sircar, 

(S) Dr. Narosh Chandra Sen Gupta, 

(^) Mr. I. A. Clark, and 
(20) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report before the August session of 
the Council, and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute n quorum shall be four. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and agreed to. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt that the Calcutta 
Municipal (Amendments Bill, 19*t0, be taken into (consideration 
therefore failed. 


3-15 p.m. 

Tht Bangil Villaga MNCovanunaiit (Amtndnitiit) Bill| im« 

Rii Bthadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANER4I: I beg to move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act, 1919. 

The motion w'as put and agreed to. The Secretary then read the 
short ti^e of the Bill. 

Rti BalMdiir KiiHAB CHANDRA BANERdll I beg to move that 
the Bengal Village Self-Goveminent (Amendment) Bill, 1931, be taken 
into consideratkm. 



mis4yjmaiAL umBrns^ bwis. [i6ih 


Tli« object and the proviaions of the Bill hare been explained in 
detail in the statement of Objects and Beasons and I do not consider it 
necessary at this stage to dilate on them. The Bill deals with 
absolutely non-con troversial matters— matters in regard to which 
diflBculties are experienced in every-day administration. It is in order 
to simplify the procedure of work and to remove doubts and ambiguities 
that this Bill has been introduced. I have in this matter the general 
support of the chairmen of 17 district boards who have ei;pressed them- 
selves strongly in favour of the Bill, the rest not having yet communi- 
cated to me their opinions. I consider the opinions of the chairmen to 
be of great value, for, it is they who have personal experience of the 
working of the present Act. There are also provisions which supply 
certain omissions in the Act now in force. 

Some of the outstanding problems of public health in rural Bengal 
to-day are inseparably connected with milk-supply and the protection of 
cattle. Veterinary work on an organised scale should form an 
important pari of union board administration. But the present Act 
does not permit expenditure of union fund on such work. It is in order 
to legalise expenditure on veterinary treatment and on the maintenance 
of stud bulls for breeding pui po.^es that provision has been made in this 
Bill for the union hoards to share jointly with the district board or to 
pay out of tlieir own resources the cost of the veterinary staff, dispen- 
saries, etc., to combat cattle diseases in times of epidemics and on other 
occasions. I hope the utility of such a provision will be recognised as 
well as of other provisions such as the establishment and. maintenance 
by union boards of Homeopathic, Ayurvedic and T^nani dispensaries 
since under the present Act they are not competent to undertake 
expenditure in regard to dispensaries other than allopathic. Provision 
has also been made for two or tm)re union boards to combine in order to 
carry out any work of public utility in which they are jointly interested. 
This question once came up for discussion in 1927, if I remember aright, 
on a raotida moved by one of the members of the Council, but on the 
objection of Ae Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, then Minister in 
charge of the Ix>cal Self-Government Department, the proposal was not 
accepted as it was not permissible under the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919. 

I may add in this connection that an important scheme which I have 
prepared for the expansion and improvement of veterinary work in my 
district has been kept in abeyance pending the passage of this Bill. 
The scheme has, through the kindness of my hon’ble friend Khan 
Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui received ihe administrative sanction of 
Government, but it will not be possible to give effect to it until the 
proposals therein contained are accepted by the Cotincil. 

The preeent Bill has also the support o! the union hoards for whose 
benefit ikt majori^ of the proposals are intended. 1 feel Mfnieirhat 
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nesToiu to see the amondmentA tabled by aone of the hon'lde meaftibera- 
ot Ihia Houae for the frirfolation of the Bill whieh, if paaaed, will only 
have the effect of shelving? it indefinitely and I do not know whether it 
would be possible to secure the passaffe of the Bill during the life*tiitie 
of this Council. Another amending Bill introduced by Mr. Banat 
Kumar Roy in the last Council could not see the light of day as he 
subsequently resigned. There might have been difference of opinion 
regarding that Bill as its provisions were of a (Hmtroversial nature^ 
although useful in other respects, hut there is nothing objectionable in 
this Bill as will be evident from the large measure of support I have 
received from the majority of the district hoard and the union board 
associations which unmistakably |Kiints to the ne<essitv and urgency of 
the amendments suggested in the Bill. There are other features of the 
Bill which require immediate consideration. There is no provision in 
the Bengal Village Self-Oovcrnment Art for the union board to grant 
leave to its president or vice-president. A new section has been inserted 
on the lines of section 2fiA of the Ijocal SelMJovernmont Act of 1HH5 
and section 2<»B of the Bengal Municipal Act, 18B4, giving power io the 
union Iwards to grant such leave and to eletd a substitute which will 
prevent business of a union board from stagnating when the president 
is ill or absent for several months. These are, in short, the main 
features of the Bill, and I would request the hon’bl© raemhers who are 
in favour of circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereof! 
kindly to withdraw their amendments and thereby assist in the easy 
passage of the Bill. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

MmIvI ABDUL HAMID SHAH to moa'e, !>>’ way of ametidmeui^ 
that the Bill be circulate<l for the puiqiose of eliciting opinimi thereon 
before tb© 30th July, 1931. 

Mr. 8HANTI BHEKHAREBWAR RAY to incne, by way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be circulated for (he purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon before the 30th June, 1931. 

Mntifvi TAMiZUDDIN KHAN to move, % way of amendment, that 
the Bill be circulated’ for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon before 
the 30th April, 1931. 

Mr. R. N. CUHA to move, by way of amembnent, that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting epinien thereon before the 31st 
March, 1931. 

M«uM HAiiAN ALI to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill 
he circulated for the purpose of eliciting ofiinicm thereon Before the 30th 
Vaich, 1931. 
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Tlw Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the BiU be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

( 1 ) Bai Bahadur Eeshab Chandra Banerji; 

( 2 ) Bai Bahadur Satish Chandra Mukherji; 

( 3 ) Mr. Sarat Chandra Bai; 

( 4 ) Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali; 

(J) Ehan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque; 

( 6 ) Mr. C. W. Gurner; 

(7) Mr. P. N. Guha; 

( 8 ) Maulvi Hassan Ali; 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Bahman; 

( 10 ) Maulvi AbduH Samad; and 

( 11 ) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government 

Department, 

with instructions to submit the report as soon as possible and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be five. 

There is no doubt that the amendment suggested by the member in 
charge of the Bill will prove useful but I do not think it will be possible 
to go into the details of the Bill on the floor of the House. 1 w'ould 
therefore suggest that my hon’ble friend will kindly accept the amend- 
ment which I have moved in order to make the Bill more useful and 
•eoure it an ea.sy passage. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

bad! Ahmed GHOWDHURY to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 

(/) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department; 

( 2 ) Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt; 

( 3 ) Dr. Sir Nilratan Sircar; 

( 4 ) Bai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das; 

(d) Munindra Deb Rai Mahaaai; 

(6i) Babu Samt Chandra Mittra; 

(7) Dr. Nairesh Chandra Sen Gupta; 

(i?) Mr. B. C. Chatterjee; 

( 0 ) Mp. Shanti Shekhareswar Bay; 
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{10) Mr. H. S. Sukrawardy; 

{11) Maolvi Abttl Kasem; 

{12) Maulvi Abdul Karim; 

{13) Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman; 

{14) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aaisul Haque; 

{15) Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh; 

{IS) Maulvi Syed Nnusher Ali; 

{17) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah; 

{18) Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan; 

{19) Mr. A, K. Fazl-ul Huq; 

{20) Maulvi Syed Osman Haider Chaudhuri; 

(21) Maulvi Nural Absur Choudhury ; 

{22) Maulvi Muhammad Faziullah ; 

{23) Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee; 

(24) Rai Bahadur Keahab Chandra Banerji; and 

(25) the mover, 

vrith instructions t(> submit their report as soon aa possible and that 
the number of members whose iiresenre shall Iw necessary to con- 
stitute a quorum shall be six. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI io move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be referred to a Select (Committee consisting of — 

(/) The Iloii’ble Mini.stcr in charge of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department; 

{2) Mr. C. W. Gumer; 

(3) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji; 

{4) Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra Mukherjt; 

(5) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzamun Chaudhuri; 

(6) Maulvi Abdul Karim; 

(7) Maulvi AIkIuI Hakim; 

(8) Babu Suk M Nag; 

(9) Rai Sahib Panchanan Barma, m.b.e. ; 

Amulya Ratan Ghose; 

{11) Mr. Saileahwar Singb Roy; 

{12) Mr. Shanti Shekhareawar Bay; 

{IS) Babu Satish Chandra Bay Chowdhuiy; and 
{14) the mover, 
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with inatructicmB to submit the report ee soon m posnUio mS tfiot the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessaiy to constitute 
a quorum shall be five. 

Maitivi ABDUL HAKIM to more, by way of amendment, that the 
Bill be referred to a Select Committee consistinfjr of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the liocal Self-Government 

Department ; 

(2) Mr. C. W. Gumer; 

(J) Babit Titendralal Bannerjee; 

(4) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta; 

(5) Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri; 

(6) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji; 

(7) Mr. A. K. Fasl-ul Huq; 

(8) Maulvi Al>dul Hamid Shah; 

(9) Maulvi Tnmiisuddin Khan ; 

(10) Maulvi Abdus Snmad ; 

(11) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque; 

(12) Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury; 

(13) Maulvi Abdul Karim ; and 

(14) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report before the next session of the 
Bengal Legislative Council and that the number of members whose 
presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall l)e five. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HABHEMY to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee wmsisting 
of— 

(fl) The Hwi'ble Minister in charge of the Jjocal Self-Oovemmeni 
Department ; 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimussaman Chowdhury; 

(3) Mr, Altaf Ali; 

(4) Kali Emdadul Hoque; 

(5) Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri; 

(<?) Babu Sub Lai Nag; 

(7) Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali; 

(8) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta; 

(9) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji; and 

flO) the mover, 
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insinictioaB to submit their, re|K)ri oii ur before the SOth February, 
IdSl, and that the number of members to constitute a quorum shall be 
lour. 

MiUlvi ABDUL HAMID BHAH to move, by way of amendment , 
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committ<*e consisting of — 

(/) The Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government 
Department ; 

{2) Rai Bahadur Kesbab Chandra Banerji; ' 

(S) Mr. A. K. Fajsl-ul Huii; 

(4) Khan Baha<hir Maulvi Ariziil Haque; 

(5) Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury ; 

(€) Maulvi AImIuI Hakim; 

(7) Mr. C. W. Gumer; 

(8) Maulvi Azisur Rahman; 

(9) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta; and 

(10) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report liefore the August sessiim of the 
Council and that the number of members whose presence shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I would just like to say in refcrtujce to this 
motion that my group support the llon’ble Minister. I congratulate 
the Rai Bahadur upon the introdm tion of the Bill the provisions of 
which will be indeed ver>' useful. At the same lime we consider that 
they require more investigation and more thought than we can give 
them in an hour on the floor of the House and therefore we support the 
motion that the Bill should go to a select committee. 


Rai iMMMr KUMAB BHANDRA BAMBRMs I accept the amend- 
ment which has been moved by the Hon^ble Minister. 

The Motion of the Hon 'hie Mr. Bi joy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and agreed to. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji that the Bengal 
Villnge Sell-Govemmeni (Amendment) Bill^ 1991, hn taken into con- 
mdemtiiMi thmlore faBed. 
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TN Bangal 4utt till (II), 1915. 


Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to moye for leave 
to introduce a Bill to regulate and control the production of jute. 

In doing so I do not want to say anything further now beyond an 
explanation of the figure (II). I submitted another Bill, viz,^ t)ie 
Bengal Jute Bill (I) which is awaiting the sanction of the Governor- 
General in Council and therefore I have submitted a second Bill which 
does not require the sanction of the Governor-General in Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. The Secretary then read the 
short title of the Bill. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that the 
Bengal Jute Bill (II), 1930, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon before the 30th Marcli, 1931. 

In doing so I should briefly explain to the Council tlie reasons why 
I introduce the Bill and the general scheme of the Bill as a whole. 

Everybody is aware now that there has been an economic crisis 
brought on by the sudden fall in the price of jute. But everybody is 
not agreed as to the exact reasons for this (ondition and also with 
regard to the remedy for it. It has l)een repeated almost ad nnuseum 
that this state of affairs is the result of a general world trade depression 
and has practically nothing to do with the circumstances over which 
we in Bengal have any control. I dispute that proposition. I do not 
dispute that the general depression prevailing all over the world has 
intensified the crisis, but I say that apart from this world depression 
the jute position this year would not have been very much different 
from what it is now. 

3-30 p.m. 

Sir, the world’s demand for jute every year amounts to less than 
one crore bales, and according to ofiicial estimates this year the 
cultivators have produced one crore and twelve lakhs of bales. So 
that, even without taking into account the carry-over of last year, this 
means a production of more jute this year than is required for the 
market, and, naturally, the buyers will have an advantage in that the 
prices will go down. And if you take into account the further fact 
that no less than 25 lakhs of bales or more have been carried over 
from last year, it is easy to imagine that even with the normal demand 
of jute of 90 lakhs of l»ales or more, the prices would be miserably 
low this year. So, it is not the whole truth to say that the situation 
haa bean caused by the world economic crisis. We have our own 
share hlante in it. There hns been over-fModuciion which hae 
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produced a glut in the market, and if jute which ia the moat valuable 
monopoly of the people of Bengal ia to yield uh all the benefita which 
it ought to yield by reason of this monopoly, the policy which baa 
been followed in the past cannot l>e followed any longer. We have 
got to see that the production of jute is regulated act'ording to the 
likely demand in the ensuing year. It is not enough, I say, to 
restrict the cultivation of jute for one single year. What is w'anied 
is that the production of jute should \w systematically regulaietl with 
reference to the demand in order that the cultivator may be assured 
of reasonably high prices for the commodity which he produces and 
which is the mainstay of the economic life of the j>eople of Bengal. 
Sir, the suggestion that the pnidiiction of jute should be regulated 
according to demand has been made for some time past. When the 
first signs of the impending calamity was felt, some of us I'epresented 
to (lovernmeiit that steps have got to he taken to tackle the situation. 
Certain suggestions were made, one of them being that the sowing of 
jute should be regulated so that there was no over-production. Now, 
with regard to that the Government attitude has Wn somewhat 
inexplicable to us. The Government realise that the fall in the price 
of jute has caused great distress to the people of Bengal, notably to 
the cultivators of FiUstern and Northern Bengal. The Government 
realise that the result of this has Wen u great deal of suffering to all 
classes of the people and all branches of the trade have been uflfectiid 
by it and even Government revenues have been affected. But, 
nevertheless. Government are unwilling to restrict the production of 
jute by taking any steps l)ey<m(l mere propaganda. We know this 
from the answers given to certain representations given by Government 
officials, hut the most remarkable answer that has been given is that 
in which Govennnent stated that they were not j>repared to interfere 
with the liberties of the j>eople in the matter of the production of 
jute. Well, Sir, this solicitude of Government for the liberty of our 
people seems rather strange. Sir, we have got liWrty to get drunk 
and go to the dogs, we have the liberty to starve, we have liberty to 
die of malaria, smallpox and cholera, but when it comes to our most 
cherished liberties, the Government do not hesitate to pass laws which 
interfere with our fundamental rights. This solicitude of Government 
for the liberty of the people is somewhat amoxing to us. We do not 
appreciate it. And I can say — I have been amongst the people, the 
raiyats, the producers of jute, iu fact the people who feed us and 
clothe us—that these people do not apprefuate this solicitude. I have 
approached the raiyats and I have asked them to speak out their 
minds, and they are all nnanimons in desiring that there should Im 
some restriction put upon the production of jute, because they are not 
themselves competent to regulate the production as it ought to be 
regulated. Now, Rir, Government say that they are not unmindful of 
Ilie tremendous difficulty that has been caused by the fall in the price 
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4f jute this year. It is true they have not done what we ai^ed then] 
to do, namely, to buy and store up the surplus jute this year for nexi 
year’s market as other Oovomments in other countries have done ii 
order to put up the prices of wheat, »cotton and other commodities 
They have held up before us the example of other nations and we hav< 
been told that such nations have suffered enormous losses in 
consequence. Well, Sir, what strikes me most in this connection i< 
that in spite of the tremendous losses that Canada has suffered' by such 
interference, she is still following this policy. 

Now, with regard to the restriction of the production of jute, th< 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture has told us that Govemmeni 
have been carrying on propaganda to this end. I was wondering wha1 
sort of propaganda it was. People in iny constituency in the districi 
of Mymensingh, when I went amongst them, seemed to be unaware oi 
any such propaganda. Thousands of villagers do not know of anj 
such propaganda. On the other hand I was shown a large number oi 
leaflets issued and broadcasted by Government all over the countrj^ foi 
the purpose of countering movements against union boards, and 
picketing of liquor shops. But I did not come across a single leaflet 
advising restriction of the cultivation of jute. It is no doubt tru« 
that Government authorised the circulation of leaflets, but I want tc 
know how many of them actually reached the illiterate jute cultivator* 
and how they appealed to them. Then, Sir, the Government leaflets 
according to the Hon’ble Minister, contained instructions to the effecl 
that there should be reduction in the cultivation of jute by 50 pel 
cent. How did they arrive at that figure; how did they know tbal 
if the cultivators produced 50 per cent, less jute this year, they would 
have reasonable price next year? I submit there is no basis whatsoevei 
for that conclusion. Some of us have gone into this question deeply, 
and we are satisfied that unless the production of jute is restricted tc 
25 pev cent, of the present cultivation, the cultivators will not get a 
good price their crop next year. Even if there is a slight excesfl 
over this figure of 25 per cent., the price is sure to go down. The 
reason is that on account of the shrinkage in the demand for jute 
resulting from the world trade depression, it is calculated that the 
|vts crop of this year will he enough to meet the demand of the whole 
world for full two years, so that even if not a single fibre of jute ii 
gnown for the next two years, the world will not feel the want of ii. 
HeverthfliM a oertain quantity of fresh juts is wanted every year, aa 
people wontd like io^ have a working surplus for the mills. For that 
rnaon I think that upon a careful oalculaUon of Hie needs of the 
trade, 25 per cent, of this year’s crop will be all that will be needed 
to meet the demands of the worid nmrket next year. So I sobmil 
that to tak the cultivators to preduee 50 per cent ef the i»eeent ontpul 
nrill he to bring mtn on them. I em alraid Government did not men* 
his ine e a : if they did mena bustnoss, they would have gone dbefty 
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inlo the whole queBtiou end would have eramined the siatiaiice of the 
export of jute and heeaian during the last few montha, and, in the 
light of the information gathered « aaceriained what the world demand 
waa likely to be in the next year, I aubniit, Sir, that what the 
Oovemment have done will not serve the purpose. It is not 
Government alone who ai'e moving in the matter. There are others 
who are equally enthusiastic, if not more, who have been currying on 
an intensive propaganda for the restriction of jute cultivation next 
year. Besides that there is the great practical lesson which the 
growers of jute have learnt themselves, namely, that they should not 
produce more jute than is wanted. 

Now, Sir, so far as it goes it might possibly be a move in the right 
direction to tell the l ultivalors to restrict cultivation, hut that would 
not go all the way. It is necessary further to regulate the production 
so that jute prices might remain steady for all lime to come. Well, 
it is possible for jute prices to go up by voluntary restriction, and 1 
think it is quite possible that in course of time jute prices will soar 
up again to 2() or th) rupees per nmund as they did once. But I do 
not want that there should be these violent fluctuations in price — it 
does not do any good. The in('rease in the price of jute has done tl»e 
cultivators some good: it has improved their standard of living: it 
has brought money in their jiockets no doubt. But at the same time 
it has its countervailing disadvantages also. I have investigated this 
matter in the Mymensingh district and in several villages I found 
that one of the results of the high price of jute has been a tremendous 
rise in the value of land. In some places in my port of the district 
the value of one acre of land rose to Rs. 1,000. It would bear no 
comparison to the prices in non>jute producing places. Now, wdiat 
does it mean^^ It means that if a cultivator has one acre of land, he 
has got Rs. 1,000 worth of pi-operty and he has got a borrowing 
capacity to the extent of Rs. 500 or 60t) at least, and he ran borrow* 
that amount of money, or even more, on the strength of his one acre 
of land. Well, it is not from sheer improvidence that he always 
borrows, though in some cases he does so, hut I may say that in 
numerous cases he borrows for perfectly sound rommerfdnl reasons. 

S-45 p.m. 

One cultivator borrowwl, say Rs. JKKl for tmirhasing one pahhi of 
land, which is about one- third of an, acre. He thought that out of 
the profits of jute cultivation be would make he would he able to pay 
it off in two years. If the price of jute remained steady his (calculations 
would have been satisfactory. But the fall in the price of jute has 
•ffeolod the value of land and now finds himself in debt to the 
extent of Ba. *100 with compound intereet of whieh he is not able to 
fuy a pioe, and the land he cannot eell at Be. ISO or even Be. 100, 



B18 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS* BILLS. [16th Fo., 


So the man who was perfectly solvent when he borrowed R«. 300 
finds himself insolvent for no fault of his own. This sudden fluctuation 
does not benefit the tenant. It may be good to those who want to turn 
the jute business into a huge gamble, but it cannot possibly benefit 
the cultivators. It would be far more beneficial to the cultivator to 
have a steady price for his produt'e upon which he can count and on 
the basis of which he can make his family budget. Now, in order to 
get a steady price ivhat is wanted is not propaganda for one year, but 
a definite organisation by which the output of jute every year would 
be regulated with reference to the demand of jute in the following 
year. My Bill proposes to achieve this aim by providing an 
organisation in the first place in (Calcutta, a central body which will 
have not only the (iovernment representatives, those officials who have 
to deal with agriculture, but also all persons interested in the jute 
trade. This body will sit and determine sometime in January or 
February what is likely to be the demand for jute in the world next 
year. That is a matter which cannot be accurately determined, but 
it is possible to form a fairly approximate estimate. When that is done 
they will have to compare the demand of next year with the production 
of this year and to arrive at a proportion by which the ])roduction of 
this year could be reduced next year. When they have arrived at 
the proportion they would send requisitions to union boards to 
regulate the cultivation of jute next year, so that the total area under 
jute should be reduced in the proportion at which the central body had 
arrived. I hove provided for the rectification of any error in the calcu- 
lations of the central body. I have provided for district boards and 
union boards and all registered associations to be entitled to have 
their say upon the decision of the central board, and when their 
objections have been heard and the scheme has been finally settled, 
the union boards will proceed to make a register of jute lands in the 
villages. When that register has been made, they will have to reduce 
the area of land under cultivation of each tenant by the same 
proportion that has been fixed by the central board, with a very slight 
opening for the exercise of discretion in cases of very small holdings 
where a proportionate reduction would make it impossible to cultivate 
the land profitably. With that exception the union boards will be 
able to reduce the area of cultivation of each cultivator, and when 
that is done they will revise the jute register. I have had to leave 
my scheme at that. It would be more satisfactory if, after this, the 
union hoards could he authorised to issue licences for the cultivation 
of jute. Weil, Sir, that is the provision which I have sought to make 
in the Bill whieh is awaiting the sanction of Government. That 
sanction has not been obtained yet. Even if compulsory reduction 
could not be achieved a great deal might be achieved by a syatematie 
method of jute production. It ia no good saying to the cultivate* that 
there has been an over^productioii of jute and yon must curtail yoir 
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pfbduction by so much. You have got to tell him that you hare got 
to eoltivate only this plot and no more. That is exactly what the 
union boards will be able to do under this scheme which I have 
framed. Although it has not been possible for me to provide in this 
Bill for a compulsory restriction, it would be going a great way 
nevertheless 1o have this amount of restriction im{K)sed on the raiyats. 
I have also provided that the union boards will ]iro(’eed to regulate 
the production of jute according to that scheme in accordance witli 
the rules to be drawn up hy the Government of Bengal. I can 
conceive that even without compulsory restriction it is pctssihle to 
regulate the prodin tion of jute by means of voluntary organisations, 
for instance, the organisation of a jute panchayet in every village. 
That is a matter we have to consider. This is the outline of my Bill, 
I am asking that this proposal should l>e considered by the country 
as it is a matter of vital importance. As I have stated in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, an increase of one rupee per 
maund in the price of jute means an addition of five crores of rupees 
to the wealth of the people, and I consider that if by this means we 
can increase the price of jute V>y Rs. 5 per maund that will bring us 
not less than twenty-five crores of rupees, and it is quite possible that 
the wealth of the people in jute might he increased by this process 
hy fifty crores of rupees. Jute forms the greater pari of the wealth 
of the countiy’ and if we are richer hy fifty crores hy the sale of jute 
everyone will he benefited. If there are fifty crores or more wealth 
in the country, there will he fifty crores of rupees of marginal income 
upon which Government might impose taxes and replenish their purse. 
I have stated all these in order to convince the House of the importance 
of my measure, and as I want that the countiy* should consider the 
proposal, I heg to move that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon. 

Kliaii iaiUMlur Maulwi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, 1 welcome ihie 
measure as a Bill of paramount importance for the welfare of the 
agriculturists of this country. I am not yet convinced that the 
machineries which my friend has proposed in the Bill will in the long 
run he satisfactory. There are so many complications that it would 
be difficult for our village union boards to manage the mechanism 
which the jute trade involves. The union boards have not yet reached 
that standard of efficiency. All the same I welcome this measure 
because I consider that this matter should be discussed by different 
shades of political opinion in this country. I consider that the present 
jute production is entirely due to the agricultural policy of 
Government. liost year I discussed this matter when discussing the 
agricultural budget. For the last ^ years the Agricultural 
De|>arimeni have been living uf>on the Eakiya Bombai and every 
exhibition and demonstration have been harping upon the same tuner 
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% will giYe you a few concrete examples. It will l>e remembeted 
tn the year 1925-26 there was a boom in the jute trade, and tim 
cultivator got Bs. 25 to Rs. 30 per maund for his jute, but that is not 
the year in which the Agricultural Department should have asked the 
cultivator to increase the production of jute. One might expect that 
the cultivator himself would increase the production of jute, but the 
Agricultural Department was not satisfied with that, they wanted more 
production, and a negotiation was started with the Dundee Jute 
Growers’ Association and a sum of Rs. 20,000 was placed at their 
disposal with a view to give free seeds to the cultivators in the years 
1926, 1927 and 1928. That is one of the reasons why jute production 
has grown in this country without looking into the trade conditions. 
One would expect that the Agricultural Department should not only 
busy itself with the mailcet, but would also see whether the saturation 
point has been reached or not. There is another thing I would like 
to mention*. Jute is particularly suitable to grow only in a few 
districts of Bengal. According to the report of the Agricultural 
Department only su<!h districts which have abundant supply of water 
ean grow jute profitably. Jute, therefore, can properly be grown, 
according to the rei>ort of the Agricultural Department, in districts of 
Foridpur, Mymensingh, Dacca, and probably Rnngpur and Tippera. 
Other districts are not suitable for growing jute. I remember that 
in the district of Nadia in one particular year jute seed was sold to 
the extent of one thousand maunds, the total sale being five thousand 
maunds. Now, the district of Nadia, as is perfectly well known to 
everybody, is a very poor district, and if the Agricultural Department 
holds out the prospect of a bumper crop and higher price that should 
apply to other districts of Bengal as well where you can get enough 
crop. 

4 p.m, 

I ask whether the Agricultural Department was justified in their 
action in the distribution of jute seeds, etc., in districts like Birbhum 
and Nodia, I consider that it is time that legislation should be 
aeriously 4»|i8idered to control the production of jute. I think it is 
time that the Government should reconsider its entire policy with 
regard to the cultivation of jute. 


Hf, CAMNRLL FOIIIIitTlRt Bir, I do not riee to oppose 
this Bill. I am agreeable that it be sent to a committee, but the part 
that I oppose relates to restriction. I consider it is not an economical 
proposition suitable for the welfare of the raiyat. It is a wrong 
pcdicy. It ip not the restriction of jute that is going to rectify the 
great slump |n prices that has taken place jmrt now. Reetriction 
will not in any way help the raiyals to final settiemeiit of better prices, 



jute i« the cheapest fibre in the world, there is no substitute for 
|m, nor is there any fibre that can compete with it in cheapness, 
wlkere the fault lies is that there is no reseait'h work done anywhere ^ 
ip this fibre. It is practically the only fibi'e on which there has been 
110 research work done. In Marseilles there has been a small {>ersonal 
effort put forth, and some small research work done privately, suits of 
clothes have been made there, and they have been able to mix jute 
with wool, the manufaeturem being able to use up 75 per cent, jute, 
and they have thus been able to produce suits of clothes at 50 per c^nt. 
less than the present prices of clothing. Boston has done a little 
business in this way also. Germany is at present exjieriinenting, 
trying to soften the fibre so that it will spin and mix with any other 
fibre. What is wanted is a process by which you will be able to add 
to the natural that is already in jute, in a way that it will retain the 
oil, then to find a process whereby you will be able to extract the hard 
woody nature out of jute, making it a soft texture similar to wool and 
then it can mix with any other fibre. If this is done, you could take 
a Donegal tweed or a Harris tweed suit, and put a jute weft into it, 
and by this process you would reduce the price at least 3d per cent, 
of these suits. If research work was c^irried on successfully, I am 
convinced that the uses that this jute fibre could be pul to would bo 
unlimited. Horse covers, carpets, curtain, clothing, in fart as I have 
said, its uses w^ould be unlimited. It is not the restriction of jute 
that will remedy matters and improve the lot of the raiyats, hut 
up-to-date research work, done by capable, earnest, energetic men, 
men who will make their work a hobby and persist in their research 
until they have done all that can be done with this fibre. Then, Sir, 
when this is done, I venture to prophesy that there w^ill be a demand 
far in advance of the supply. I oppose the Bill and hope the mover 
of it will consider how best he ran get research work started. 


/ 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: I am not a jute expert, but as this Bill, 
whatever its fate, is now only at the beginning of its life, and as even 
the bon’ble member in charge of it does not now propose to do anything 
final in the matter, there are one or two points which arise in the Bill 
which may be of interest and may l)e investigated by any committee 
appointed by this House, and will no doubt receive the attention of the 
persons to whom it is circulated. 

In the first place, I notice the Bill is called the Bengal Jute Bill 
and I also noticed that the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill, with 
many pbraaes and hopes stated that the Bill will be for (he benefit of the 
caliivators. I heard him talk a lot about the cultivators, but I hare a 
misgiving that this Bill will be not so much for the benefit of the 
cultivators as the lawyers in Bengal. If 1 were speaking as a lawyer 

SI 
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I would uot object to auytbiug lor the benefit of the lawyere in Bengal ; 
•peaking as a member of thie Mouse and considering the Bill on itn 
merits for the people of Bengal and the cultivators, might I draw 
attention to clauses 12 and 14. Clause 12, you will see, among other 
things states * "every union board shall notify all cultivators within the 
union the total increase or reduction of jute lands.” That wil) meaii 
work for every union board. Members are aware lately cf the amount 
of work that has been going on in connection with the census; that 
only entails one answer and one circular to everybody in Bengal. Thin 
will mean repeated answers and circulation to every cultivator. The 
Bill goes on to say ”and shall invite offers from cultivators within the 
union individually to increase or decrease the area cultivated by each.” 
Now that will entail knowing every cultivator and the area cultivated 
by each, and a perpetually moving census of all cultivators aB over the 
unions, and over all the area of jute land cultivated by them. 

In clause 14 I see that any person aggrieved by a village scheme 
framed by the union l>oard may within 15 days from the publication of 
the scheme appeal to the Director of Agriculture. That will give plenty 
of work to the lawyer who Aubmits the objection to the Director of 
Agriculture, but may be of little benefit to the cultivators themselves. 
Going back, in clause 10, I see ""every district board, union board or 
recognised association may, by a petition setting forth the grounds of 

their objection ” Members of this House all know what a 

petition in India means. It means many pieces of paper and plenty 
of work for tlie lawyer which w^ll not be altogether to the benefit of the 
agriculturist. 

Then, Sir, another point on which I have a misgiving about this 
Bill is this: how is this Bill to be enforced? How is the restriction to 
be enforced? I could understand it if every cultivator in Bengal was 
a member of a Trade Union, a Jute Union, and he contracted with the 
Union to obey the rules laid down by the Union and would stand by 
whatever his superior officers dictated to him. He would then be 
bound by contract to any restriction which would be imposed upon him 
by his offloers; as is the way in Trade T'^nions. I could understand it if 
any cultivator who cultivated more or less than that allowed to him by 
the scheme, would be considered a criminal. If a criminal law conld be 
brought into force, I could understand that the scheme might be 
enforced. But in this Bill 1 fail to see how this can be enforced. 1 
take it that at the present time when so many people in Bengal are 
making such a point of insisting that individuals should not be forced 
to obey laws which are not imposed on them by their own wishes, I 
take it that^members will think twice before they frame such a law aa 
will make any disobedience to the restriction of the rules laid down by 
this Bill, a heinbus crime. If this cannot be done, 1 fail to see how 
Ike oulttvaior can be brought into line. 
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'n , ; Sir, tli«f6 18 ott€ oth^r matter whieh in perhape only a matter 
|| detail. 1 see it suggested that the Bill be circulated and that 
al^ions should be received before the ttlet March. It appears to me 
ttmi this Bill which is to be circulated seems to be a Bill full of many 
aew ideas which will make great changes in the Province ; and if it it 
to be oifxfulated for people to give an opinion before the 81«t Mareh I 
take it this is rather shorter notice than it ought to be in any case. 

Having already said that the Bill is only in the beginning of its life, 
I will not say anything more. We, on this side of the House, will not 
object to its circulation. 1 myself will vote for its circulition, if it is 
put to the vote; but 1 do .so, Sir, on the understanding that when it 
comes up again, 1 shall not W taken then to have given my approval to 
the Bill. 

4-15 p.m. 

Babll KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, wholeheartedly I 
support Dr. Nai*esh Chandra Sen Gupta* h motion. Sir, as every body 
know's in the case of jute the real danger is over-produt tion and the 
result is that the raiyate not being able to sell their jute could not 
purchase the necessaries of life. In that way paddy-growers also suifsr 
because there ivS no market ns the jute-growers were the main pundiasers 
of paddy. In my district of Kajshahi ffatijn is cultivated much and a 
Deputy Magistrate goes there to ascertain the condition of produce 
before giving out li<‘ences. Could this not W done in the case of jutef 
I see no reason why should there l>e opposition to this view. f>et the 
public and the general cultivators say what they have got to say. And 
for that reason I support the motion for circulation of the Bill. 

Rai BalMUlur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANCRdiS Sir. Dr. Naresb 

Chandra Ben Gupta undoubtedly deserves the thanks of the people for 
bringing forward this Bill. It is needless for me to dilate on the 
necessity for legislation to restrict the cultivation of jute, particularly 
in view of our unfortunate experience this year. The Hon'hle Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries in reply to 
an unstarred question put by Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen to^ay has 
given us to understand that leaflets have been distributed amongst 
cultivators strongly urging the restriction of jute cultivation next 
yww. I do not know whether the instruction cyf the Agriculture 
Department to the cultivators for restricting the cultivation of jute to 
50 per cent; will serve any useful purpose. Mere distribution of leaflets 
will serve no useful purpose. It is necessary in the interest of the 
cultivators that an intensive propaganda should Is? smarted for educating 
public opinion, for explaining to the cultivators the evils of over- 
produaien so that th^ may know that it is not to their interest to 
cultivate jute next year. The activities of the Agriculture Departmeitt 
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in regard to this matter is batter known to the department titan any 
body ebe. It has been suggested to Government times without number 
that some sort of measure has become necessary to restrict the cultiva- 
tion of jute so that poor cultivators may get a fair return for their 
labours. I do not wish at this stage to trench upon the time of the 
Council by unnecessarily dilating upon the question which is of 
paramount importance to us all. 

As the measure is fraught with far-reaching consequences, the 
public should be given an opportunity to express their opinions on it. 
I, therefore, wholeheartedly support Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta’s 
motion for circulation of the Bill. 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: Sir, I support the Bill 
which has been introduced by Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta and I 
wish to say a few words in support of it in Bengali. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, Mauivi Sahib, you speak English very 
well. Then why do you want to speak in Bengali. 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: 1 wish to speak in 

Bengali, Sir. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: On a point of order, Sir. The hon’ble member 
iSi if I am not mistaken, a pleader and is accustomed to speak in courts 
in English. I would suggest that he may continue to speak in English 
here so that we, English-speaking members of the Council, may follow 
him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not u point of order, but I may tell Mr. 
Ormond that our rules are very elastic so far as this particular point is 
concerned. Section 11 says that if a member is not fluent in English 
he may be allowed to speak in any recognised vernacular of the Province. 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFill: Sir, I find more 
facility in speaking in Bengali. Therefore I wnsh to speak in Bengali. 

As the hon’ble member began to speak in Bengali, Mr. President 
interrupted him, 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Order, order. Tou are speaking in Bengali 
before getting my permission to do so. I would advise you to speak 
in English to-day and if you find any considerable difficulty in doing 
so, you may let me know hereafter. 

Mauivi MUR RAHMAN KHAN EUiUFdlS I did not know that 
the President idteiuld be informed of my intention; however, 1 intend 
lo apeak in Bengali. 
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;« vllr. FREtIDENT: I am afraid I cannot allow you to (peak in 
Swgali. to-day. 


ilftUivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFdl; I am pi^par^d in 
However, if I am not allowed to speak in Bengali, I shall 
speak a few words in English. 

Sir, I offer my wholehearted support to the Bill that has been brought 
forward by my friend to inj’ right. The distress and suffering of the 
peasantr}' of Bengal are now well-known to the country at large. It is 
very difficult for us to clearly understand the position from lieneath the 
fans of this Council Chamber; and if any body wants to realise their 
position, he should go to the huts of villagers and ocquaint himself 
with miseries of life of the poor peasants there. The distress that is 
now going on in the countiy has come to be experienceil by rajas and 
maharajas — by the middle-class people and the iieasantry alike. It is 
entirely due to the fall of the price of jute. The peasants of Bengal 
who are the producers of jute have very little scientific knowledge. 
They do not Imow how to grow jute efficiently. They are not at all 
acquainted with what is going on in the outside world. They do not 
know the law of supply and demand. They are very credulous; and if 
they are told “do not grow jute so much” they will have suspicion in 
their minds believing that those persons who are giving them instime* 
tion must have also .some motives behiml them. Sir, it is high time 
now that certain legislation should he on the statub* book in order to 
regulate the growth and production of jute. The Bill that has been 
brought forward by my friend, Dr. Naresh (^handra Sen (lupta, is 
quite in the fitness of time and I welcome it with all my heart. 

Tilt HOiillla Kh«n Bihaclur K. G. M. FAROQUIS Sir, with reference 
to the remarks which have Iwen made on this motion regarding the 
attitude of Government, I rise to explain what Government have been 
doing in regard to the matter. The question as to the steps which can 
be and should be taken with regard to the present depression, was din- 
cussed threadbare with the deputation which waiteil on His Excellency 
at Darjeeling in October last and was also informally discussed by me 
with the representatives of the District Board Oinference about that 
time, and subsequently at the Conference convened by the National 
Chamber of Commerce which was attended by the Hon'ble Mr. Karr 
and myself. There was an overwhelming majority of opinion against 
restriction by legislation of the area under jute cultivation. 

In any event, the question is, by no means, free from difficulty, 
•peciallv ne more than one province is concerned in the matter. As 
memben of this House are aware, jute is grown not only in Bengal but 
also in the neighbouring provinces of Bihar and Orissa and Assam, so 
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that even if any action is coneidered neceaaary by any one of these 
provinces, similar line of action should be adopted by the other two 
provinces in order to produce any effect. 

Sir, it has been said on the floor of this House that the action of the 
Agriculture Department in distributing improved variety of seeds and 
thus bring about a larger production of the crop when the price of the 
crop was high, has brought about the present slump in prices. I take 
it, and I am sure members of this House will agree with mo, that this 
criticism of the activities of the Agriculture Department is really to an 
admission of the good work done by that department. For it can 
hardly be denied that the object of the Algriculture Department is to 
popularise the use of improved variety of seeds with a view to 
obtaining a larger outturn. 

However, to meet the present situation, this Government have 
undertaken propaganda for the restriction of the area under cultivation 
by 50 per cent, for the next year s crop, and the Agriculture Department 
have also re<'om mended the emps which could be profitably sulwtituted 
for jute in the area thus set free. This is the only action that this 
Government have found feasible to take, for the present, to deal with 
ihe situation which has been a cause of anxiety to Government no less 
than to any one else. We all trust, however, that the situation is a 
temporary one and will mx>u pass away. In the meantime, although 
Government have not thought any other action to l>e feasible, they did 
not oppose the ininKluctiou of the Bill, and also 8upi>ort the motion for 
the circulation of the Bill for the purpose of eliciting public opinion as 
it concerns various interests whose opinion, it is only just and fair, 
should first be consulted. 

The motion that the Bengal Jute Bill (II), 19'i0, be ciix'ulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon before the Wth March, 1031, 
was then put and agreed to. 

4^ p.m. 


Tilt Btngil (A w tiidfi w it) Bill, IfSI. 

Bil BKktKur KBtNAB ONANOflA BANEMI: I beg to move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884. 

Tlie motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

M BMBw KiBHAB CNANDBA BANBfUlt I beg to move Hiat 
^ said Bill be taken into consideration. 
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^Sir, the ia»t»llation of » i*we»g* eyctem ia a city aeceaurily 
lifiigs mto pioaiinence added responubilitiee for theloce] manioipaKty. 

jttetification remaias for pennitting oheolete pmy stracturM 
a«tniiMntal to pubiio healtb to eootinue by the irregrullu* exercise of the 
#(Httewhat vaguely deHned discretional^^ powers vested in the Muoidpal 
Cotomissionere under ^tion 224 of the Bengal Municipal Act. The 
Sanitary Board prescribetl a set of ntles for the regulation of pri%*ies 
and urinals in municipal areas as far bach as 1901, but though three 
decades have nearly passed, the rules cannot even now be adopted by 
the municipalities in view* of a hiatus in clause (c) of m tion ;if)0 of the 
present Act. This clause provides for the iiiunugement of privies and 
urinals, but is silent in the matter of construction and maintenance of 
these structures. These specifit* provisions alone cun enable the 
municipalities outside Calcutta to frame bye-law's as contemplated by 
the Sanitaiy^ Board. In Bengal there are only two municipaHties, rrr., 
Dacca and Tittagarh, wliere that sewerage system is in working order. 
In the city of Da4*t*a a large nuiulier of people are daily coming foiirard 
with applications for pennission to erect connected privies, but there 
are no bye-law’s in force to regulate the erection and maintenance of 
highly defe<‘tive privy structures. The administrative ditliculty 
experienced has been leal and serious and the interest of publh* safety 
requires that the municipal authorities should have adequate p«)wers for 
dealing with the situation. It is, therefore, ne<’esHary that section ?150(r) 
of the present A(‘t should he amended hy the insertion of the words 
“construction and maintenance” after the wonl “management,” and the 
addition of the following clauses for purposes of dealing with the 
question of privies. As section 241 of the Act is interrelated with 
section 350(c), an amendment of this section is also prciposed by the 
insertion of the w'ords “privies, diuins and urinals.” 

In a large iiuinWr of cases in the municipality of Dacca, not 
excluding simple cases under section 224, the ow*ners concerned hove 
effectively obstructed the municipality hy the expedient of requiring 
proofs that the introduction of Parts VI, VII or Part IX of the Act 
was made exactly in the manner contemplated in sections 222, 223 and 
354 of the Municipal Act. The present Bill aims at removing this 
difBculty. 

The existing section 224 of the Ac4 does not specifically provide for 
a requisition for connected privies. The proposed section 224 A aims at 
supplying the omission. 

As by reason of poverty of the owners concerned, improvements in 
particular privies, though urgently called for in the public interest, are 
lieing held up, an amendment of section 247 is proposed to enable the 
expenses to be incurred in this connection to be paid partly or wholly 
out of the Municipal Fund. A similar provision will be found ia 
Mciioa 316 of Act III B. C. of 1699 for Calcutta. 
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The last amendment, namely, in seetion 271 of the Act, U necessary 
to bring the new proTision under section 224A into line with similar 
sanitary provisions of the Act, in the matter of enforcing penalties in 
cases of inexcusable default on the part of the owners concerned. 

Sir, 1 find that amendments have been tabled to circulate the Bill' 
for eliciting public opinion thereon. I would like to inform the honlble 
members who have tabled such amendments that this Bill is a very 
modest one — it is even simpler than my Bill to amend the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act which has just been referred to a Select 
Committee. The amendments suggested will enable municipalities 
where a sewerage system exists, to grant sewer connections more freely 
than they are able now to do, and I would request the members who 
favour circulation of the Bill kindly to withdraw their amendments. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. P. N. GUHA to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be 
circulated lor the purix)se of eliciting opinion thereon before the «31st 
March, 19Jil. 

Mauivi HAiSAN ALI to move, by way of amendment, that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon before 
the 15th March, 1931. 

TN Hon’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill be referred to a Sele(*t Committee 
consisting of — 

(/) Rai Bahadur Keshub Ohondra Banerji; 

(2) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri; 

(3) Mr. P. N. Guha; 

(4) Haji Badi Ahmed Chaudhuri; 

(d) Bai Bahadur Eamini Kumar Das; 

(<?) Mr. C. W. Ourner, i.r.s. ; 

(7) Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarkar; 

{H) Babu Lalit Kumar Bal ; 

(P) Babu Satyendra Kumar Das; and 

(JO) myself, 

with insiructiens to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of membeis whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 
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if j Tiw following motions were celled but not mored: — 

ttali BAOI AHMED GHOUDHURY to more, hy way oi 
amndmant, that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee coniistiiig 
of — 

(/) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Oovemmeiit 
Department ; 

(2) Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt ; 

(3) Dr. Sir Nilratan Sircar; 

(4) Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Das; 

(5) Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai ; 

(6) Babu Sarat Chandra Mittra ; 

(7) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta ; 

(8) Mr. B. C. Chatterjee ; 

(9) Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray, 

(10) Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy; 

(77) Maulvi Abul Kasem ; 

(12) Maulvi Abdul Karim; 

(13) Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman; 

(14) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aaiaul Haque; 

{16) Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh; 

{16) Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali; 

(77) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah ; 

(7^) Maulvi Tamiauddin Khan ; 

{19) Mr. A. K. Fa*l-ul Huq; 

{20) Maulvi Syed Osman Haider Chaudhuri ; 

{21) Maulvi Nural Absar Choudhury; 

{22) Maulvi Muhammad Failullah ; 

{2J) Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee; 

(24) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji; and 
{25) the mover, 

with instraciions to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
aiunber bf members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
q;iioni]n shall be six. 
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MUNINDRA OEB RAI MAHAtAI to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Seif-Govemment 

Department ; 

(2) Mr. C. W. Gumcr; 

(3) Bai Bahadur Eeshab Chandra Banerji ; 

(4) Mr. Prafulla Kumar Guha ; 

(5) Bai Sahib Sarat Chandra Mukhopadhaya ; 

(6) Babu Haribansa Boy ; 

(7) Dr. Amulya Batan Ghose ; 

((9) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri; 

(9) Baja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Xashipur; and 

(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of meiiil)ers whose presence shall be necessaiy^ to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: I accept the 
amendment of the Hon’ble Minister, Sir. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy was then 
put and agreed to. 

The motion of Bai Bahadur Keslmb Chandra Banerji thai the Bengal 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1931, be taken into (onsideration 
therefore failed. 


Tha Bangal Cattia Bin, 1M1. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce a Bill for the protection of cattle in Bengal. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: I beg to move that the said 
Bill be taken into consideration. 

The object of the Bill has been clearly set forth in the Statement of 
Objects and Beasons. 1, therefore, think that I need not tax the 
patience of House with a long speei’h. The Bill is intended to 
provide for the maintenance of stud bulls by district boards and other 
local bodies and iet them out on certain prescribed fees. The 
deterioration of cattle in India is due mainly to the want of good 
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bulls. In the Survey and Census of the C?att1e of BenKul 
{1915) pa^ 22, the then Director of Aprrioulture, Benf^a), Mr. J. R. 
jj^ckwood, remarked that *4here is not a single district in the province 
which has an adequate supply of f^ood hreedinf^ hulls and he opined 
that “the old Hindu system of breeding by means of sacred Brahmint 
bulls was a good one from the point of view of the cattle themselves, 
because it ensured that the calves dedicated were picked animals and 
the practice of allowing them to roam at will cusurtnl that they were 
well fed and had plenty of exercise/’ In the ruling of the Calcutta 
High Court, as reported in the Indian I^aw Reports, Volume 17, page 
852, it has been held that any Brahmin i or Khoda; hull set apart for any 
religious purpose and used for breeding purposes cun he seised for 
drawing municipal scavenger carts or can he employed for any other 
purpose ignoring the benevolent intentions of the donor. In this Bill 
I have provided for the punishment of those who used the Brahmin i and 
Khodai hulls for any other purpose than that of breeding. Sir John 
Woodroffe, sometime ago, remarked that the evil effects cf the rcx-twHiuM 
judgments should be remedied by direct legislation, vesting the 
Brahmini hulls in municipalities, district Iwards and local bodies which 
bodies again are to be compelled to maintain themselves cr cause to be 
maintained by making suitable grants, by any public or private bod.v a 
minimum number of good breeding bulls commensurate with their 
income and proportionate to the cuttle within their jurisdiction. Mr. 
D. Meadows, m.r.c.v.s., and Dr. Voeleker were of opinion that every- 
thing should be done to encourage keeping of good bulls, spetdally for 
stud puriKJses and district l>oards bulls should V>e provided to as large 
an extent as jmssible. Colonel (1. K. AValker, Me.ssrs. Jacob, \\c)f»d, 
Mackenzie, Knight and Taylor, connected with the lV»ard of Agriculture 
in India, held that it is incumbent on (loverninenl to encourage and 
foster the cattle breeding industry with vigour. This Bill is meant to 
help the improvement in the breed of the cattle in this province. 
Experts in veterinary science emphasize the fact that the best means to 
get a good and plentiful supply of milk is to cover the cows by go«d 
bulls. In the statistics of bulls in Bengal compiled by Mr. Blackwood, 
I find tkat in the neighbouring district of Howrah, for example, the 
number of Brabmini bulls is 54 against 02,941 local rows and the 
proportion of Brahmini bulls to cows is 1 to 1,5^15. Sir John Woodroffe 
in bis report stated that in Bengal there are only 71 pedigree stud 
bulls of which 36 belong to (Government and 35 to private individuals 
to cover 7,000,000 cows. A committee appointed by the Board of 
Agriculture in India to insider the question of improving breeds of 
cattle consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. H. R. C. Haily, i.C.a. (United 
Provinces), Pease (Punjab), Lient.-Col. Farmer, Dr. Parr and 
Messrs, p. Fivans (Central Provinces), Hamilton, Ritole (Baroda), and 
l^art (Bombay), after careful inquiry came to the conclusion that 
♦Hhe drain on the existing breeding centres had liecome so severe that 
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the price of cattle wae eating serionely into the profits of such cultiyators 
as rely exclusively on them for their plough-cattle.” They held that 
the number of cattle-breeding stations were “wholly inadequate in 
nearly all provinces,” and recommended an increase in their number. 
They were of opinion that “there appears to be a distinct danger of 
valuable indegenous breeds dying out.” It is most essential that 
separate farms should be devoted by Government for maintaining the 
purity of these breeds. Certain definite tracts should be recognised as 
breeding tracts and effort at first concentrated in these areas, and special 
staff attached to them who will devote themselves to the question of 
supply of bulls, regulating of breeding, advising as to rearing, etc. 
The opinion of the experts just quoted would go to show the urgent 
necessity of the maintenance of stud bulls for breeding purposes. 

I should also like to point out that the number and quality of catilt 
both for the purposes of production of milk and cultivation of land are 
far from being satisfactory. If we compare the proportion of cattle to 
population and area of this countrj' with that of similar countries of 
the world we find, for example, the proportion of cattle to population 
in Denmark to be 25 per rent, greater and in New Zealand 150 per cent, 
greater than that of India, while the proimrtion of cattle to area in 
Denmark is 50 per cent, greater and in New Zealand 125 per cent, 
greater than that of India. The comparative figures speak for them- 
selves, speiually in an agricultural country like India. I think I need 
not dilate further over the matter. 

I verily believe that this Bill, if enacted, will to a certain extent 
help the improvement of the breed of cattle and the increase in the 
supply of milk and milk products which are essential factors for the 
building up of a nation. 

4-46 p.ra. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Sir, I rise to oppose this 
dangerous Bill with all the emphasis in my command. Sir, I use the 
word ^’daiigfgous” advisedly. I must at the outset confess that 1 have 
not had time to go into the Bill thoroughly. Only to-day I have had an 
opportunity of reading some of the clauses of this Bill. Clauses 3 and 
4 of the Bill have attracted my attention. Sir, 1 cannot conceive that 
anybody can propose to send a man to jail for two years for injuring a 
bull, whether it is a Brahmini or Ehodai. I think the hon’ble member 
in charge of the Bill has no idea of the rigours and horrors of jail life. 
Sir, I shall relate a story of a stud-bull for the information of taiembera 
of this Houee, particularly the hon’hle member in charge of the BilL 
Sir, only seven years ago, out of local patriotism, I was induced by one 
of my friends, who is interested in these matters, to secure a stud-bull. 
We came to Calcutta and secured with great dilKoulty one bull, and no 
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ijl i^ a {lerson than the late Mr. B. Chakravarti of rerered memory kindly 
l^ve us one of the biggest bulls p like the ones tliat can be found in the 
dh^ts of Calcutta. Sir, we took it to our village, and the union board 
that village sanctioned Rs. 10 a mouth for the maintenance of the 
bull. We realised four annas from each man for the maintenance of 
this bull. Sir, in course of time we gained a very bitter experience. 
Some 30 cows conceived in the course of one year, and out of those 30 
cows 27 died, being unable to give birth t4» any calves. At last, the 
union board decided to stop the grant of Its. 10 a month, and the bull 
was let loose. Sir, I know that the agriculturists hold their crops more 
valuable than any bull. Sir. that bull created havoc in the lo<'ality by 
eating up their crops, and every one — particularly the middle-class 
hhadralokt — were disgusted with the bull. We decided to send the bull 
to the pound, but the pound-keeper had no net'd for it. Lastly, we 
went to the local Sub-Inspecdor (»f Police for help. However, in course 
of time that bull was killed— I do not know whether it was killed by 
the Hindus or the Muhammadans. The result was that communal 
tension arose. I see Mr. L. U. Fawcus here tiwlay. He was the 
District Magistrate of Khulna at the time, and he can say with what 
great difficulty he met the situation and solved the problem. This Hill, 
if passed, I am sure will be misunderstcmd and misinterpreted. S>r, >^e 
cannot protect ourselves. Sir, we know the heavy tolls tliat are levied 
by malaria, cholera, and other diseases. We have not yet forgotten the 
statement of Dr. Bentley. He wanted one pice per beuil to eradicate 
the evil of malaria. The other day we got the report of the Public 
Health Department, in which the Director says that the incidence of 
phthisis has increased by m per cent, in the course of last year. Sir, 
we cannot find anything to eat— we are dying. Ut us protect our- 
selves first, and then naturally, if we can protiM t oiirmdves, we shall be 
able to protec't our cows. 

Sir, if thi.s Bill is pawd into lu», ilittfrict boaniH niid liHal Ward* 
wdl have to pay for the maintei.aii. c of hulln. But from our experience 
we can aay that the amount apent will he ao much money mia-apent. 
Therefore, before lonaideriuir any item in the Bill f would requeat the 
membera of thia Houae to reject it auinmaril.v now, becauae now ia the 
time to look into our own dia.omforta, into our own diaeuaea. We 
ahould look to the excavation of ailted-iip rivera and khala and make the 
land more fertile. Thia ia not the time to (five attention to auch minor 
matters aa the maintenance of hulls, which can be solved easily if we 
can solve these bi(f(fer problems. 

Mauivi SYED MAJIO BAKtH: Sir, 1 should like to point out to 
ihe hon’ble member in charge of the Bill that the Bill is absolntely 
xmworkable. The bon'ble member provides in hia Bill that the cost of 
the ol the bulb shoiild be jaet out of the income of the 
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pomidB, but the^mcome from the pounds nowudaye goes to union boorde. 
Sir, if the district boards at ail think that the Bill should be carried into 
effect, they should remember that they will have to maintain the bulls. 
And if Es. 30 is the minimum cost for maintaining a single bull for a 
month, then 500 bulls would cost Rs. 1,50,000. That will certainly be 
a cosily burden, and no district board will be inclined to maintain bulls, 
and if they do, it will be a heavy burden on their hnaaces, and so from 
the point of view of practicability the Bill will be unworkable, and I 
hope the hon’ble member will withdraw it. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Sir, I gave notice of a motion for 
circulating this Bill for the purpose of eliciting opinion therecm before 
the 30th March next. I am not sure whether you will call upon me to 
move it 

Mr. PRlilOBMTs I think the best thing would be for the Hon’ble 
Minister to move his amendment now. Members who have given notice 
of similar amendments should follow him up. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Sir, my natural motlesty impels me to 
wait till the Hon'ble Minister has moved his amendment. 

Tilt Hon*li«t Khifi Bahniur K. C. M. FAROQUI • Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
within two months from the date on which this motion is carried in 
Council. 

In doing so, I would mention that the Bill as now introduced is 
almost identical with that which was presented to the Council by Dr. 
Moreno on more than one occasion. As some of us present here will 
remember, Dr. Moreno’s Bill had rather a cheijuered career in Council 
in 1925-26. In the August session of 1925, leave for the introduction 
of the Bill was refused by the Council. Sub8e^]uently in the December 
session of that year the Council agreed to the introduction of the Bill 
which was referred to a Select Committee. The Select Committee’s 
report was stthmitted in the following August session but the motion 
for the consideration of the Bill was lost. It will be obvious from what 
I have stated that this measure did not find favour with the legislature 
in the past. Government would not, however, oppose the inir^uction 
of the Bill which may take its chance with the Council as now 
constituted, but they consider it essential that in an important measure 
like this concerning various interests and on which opinion is by no 
means uoaniipous public opinion should first be oonsulted. Further, 
the Bill woul^ throw the whole work practicaUy in connection with the 
operation of the Bill, if passed, on the local bodies and it is only in the 
fitness of things that they should have some say in the matter befete 
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with this additional duty. Moreovar, the agrada bofora 
iim Council will show that motions for circulation of the Bill for 
c&iting public opinion have already been tabled by memben of more 
fl^ one group in the Chamber. In these circumsUnces I trust that 
my motion would be accepted by the House. 

6*15 p.m. 

The following amendments were called but not moved : 

Mmilvi ABOUL HAMID SHAH to move, by way of amendment^ 
that the Bill be circulated for the purp^ise of eliciting opinion thereon 
before the August session of the Council. 

MBHlVi TAMIZUINNIt KNAH to move, by way of amendmeiitp 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opitiioii thereon 
before the 30th June, 1931. 

Mfu M. CUHA to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill 
be circulated for the purjKise of eliciting ojiinion thereon before the 
3l8t March, 1931. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON ami Mmilvi SYBD ilALALUOOIN 

HASHBMY to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill l)e circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon before the 30th March, 
1931. 

Mmilvi HAStAN ALI to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon before the 
15th March, 1931. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSONS In respect of a Bill introduced in the 
House earlier this affern»>ou, Mr, Travers expn^ed the attitude of this 
section of the House towards legislation intendml to supply a defect in 
an existing Act which had come to light in its working. Such a caae 
may be urgent legislation and this group is not aTerse to coniideration 
and passage of such a Bill or to its being sent to a Select Committee. 
Half way through January we received notice that the Bengal Cattle 
Bill would be introduce<l and that the member-in-charge would move 
that it should be taken into <*onsideration and passed. That was before 
any of ua had seen the Bill though we had some idea what was likely 
to be in it. I gave notice then of a motion for circulation as a protest 
against what ^ipeared to be hasty legislation. This Bill is not by any 
means a Bill of the type to which Mr. Travers referred. There is 
nothing emergent in it and, indeed, it refers to a matter that requires a 
good dhal of thinking over. We received the Bill itself only a few 
^ys before the session commenced and have had little tiine for mom 
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tluosi a cursory glance through it, but that is enough to show us that it 
is a Bill which may very easily prove contentious and has things in it 
which may give it a communal turn. 

Having read the Act I am impressed unfavourably by the fact that 
it appears to be so designed that it will perpetuate the anachronism of 
cattle lying about and wandering uncontrolled in Clive Street or in 
front of the High Court. I would draw the attention of the House to 
what appears to me an extraordinary contrast between the attitude of 
the Bill towards the offences referred to in clause 3 and those referred 
to in clause 4. 

Clause 3 says that if anybody sells or keeps for sale an animal 
affected by a serious infectious disease, one of the epizootic diseases to 
which the Act refei^s, the penalty will be a fine of Rs. 26 or impri^nment 
for one month. If, however, a person maims a Brahmini bull, the 
penalty is to be an imprisonment for two years or a fine of Rs. 500. 
1 submit that in the disparity between those penalties there is some* 
thing that makes one think what is behind this Bill. It is apparently 
not a Bill merely to attempt to keep cattle in Bengal strong and healthy. 

Bibu KIIHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I support the 
proposal. As regards the details, they will be considered later. At 
present the suggestion is that the Bill is circulated for eliciting public 
opinion. To my mind it is a very useful Bill. I could not understand 
the diflSculties pointed out by my friend. The bull could be sold by 
public auction or some other way. In the mufassal not only the 
Hindus but also the Muhammadans find great difficulty in obtaining a 
good strong bull for breeding purposes. Some protection should be 
given to the Brahmini and Khodai bulls which are specially intended 
for these purposes. Therefore, I think, the district boards should take 
the entire responsibility of feeding these bulls; the people themselves 
would also. I am sure, undertake to maintain them. In order, however, 
to ascertain in what way this could best Ive done the Bill should be 
circulated for obtaining public opinion. With these words I support 
the motion that has been moved by the Hon'hle Minister. 

Mr. P. N. QUHA: The Hon'bie Minister has said that on several 
occasions there had been attempts to introduce a measure like this in 
the Bengal Legislative Council. It may be known to the members of 
this House that there is an association known as the Qorakshani Sabha, 
of which Mr. Justice Woodroffe was the President. This association 
tried to bring a Bill before the House and many of us were approached 
on this behalf. The advocates of the Bill, however, could not secure 
any Hindu nM^mber to pilot that Bill, and they got hold of Dr. Moreno, 
represeiitattve of ike Anglo-Indians, to pilot it. Hie Bill went to a 
Select Committee, of which I was a member. In the Select Conuiiittee 
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faund how very difficult it was for tlie members representing 
liferent conimunities to come to an agreement over this (|uestion, 
Eventually we came to the conclusion (hat no such Bill should be 
piloted through the I.egislative {"ouncil and the Bill was dropped. I 
am very sorry that my friend Munindra Deh Itai Mahasai has thought 
it proper to bring forward such u Bill just at a time ulien we want to 
avoid all sorts of friction between communitieH and communities. A 
question like this cannot but create friction between Hindus and 
Muhammadans and other communities. I should have liked that the 
Bill would not have been introduced at all, but as the Bill has been 
introduced and the Bill is going to he discussed, I hope the mover of 
the Bill will in the meantime reconsider the matter very seriously 
whether he thinks it proper to move a Bill of this nature in a 
provincial legislature at this moment, because the introduction of a 
Bill like this concdusively proves that the safeguards of which we are 
talking are necessary. 

A MEMBER : I move that the question he now put. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui wat 
then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Muhasai that the Bengal (>attl6 
Bill, 1931, he taken into consideration therefore failed. 



The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1931. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM. Sir, 1 beg to move for leave to introduce 
a Bill to amend the (i\lcutta Municipal Act, 1923. 

The motion was put and ag^rced to. 

The Secretary then reml the short title of the Bill. 

5-15 p.in. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: 1 !no\e that the Kuid Bill he referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(/) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Jx>cal Self-Government 
Department ; 

(2) Mr. C. W. Gurner, i.e.s.; 

(3) Mr. W. H. ThojnjMKm; 

(4) Mauivi Abdul Karim ; 

(5) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiiaul Haqnti 
i6) Dr. Nareiih Chandra Sen Gupta; 

(7) Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy; 
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(S) Baba Jitoidralal Bannatjea; 

(tf) Mr. B. 0. CKatterjee; 

(/^) Maalvi Mahammad Solairoan; nnd 

(II) mywlf, 

with iastniction* to submit the report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be neoeasary to c^onstitute 
a quorum shall be five. 

8ir, 1 have consulted with some of my colleagues of this House 
and I understand that there is a motion for circ'ulation of the Bill for 
public opinion and ns I have no objection to that I would not speak 
anything more on luy motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you taken the conHeut of the members 
whom you name? 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: 1 have taken their verlval consent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that t »fle your motion is out of or<ler. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thsreon l>efore the 15th May, 1^31. 

MmWI ABUt KASEMs I mcept it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you mean by thatP 
Do you want to move it as your OM*n motion, Maulvi Sahib? 


Mtiilvl ABUU KASEM: No, 1 a<M*ept the motion as it is moved by 
the Hon*ble Mini.ster. 

Mr. PNBSIOBNT: Your motion has already been ruled out of 
order. Hence, the Hon^ble Minister’s amendment to your motion 
does not arise. But you ean move the motion which stands in his 
name as your own. 

Milttvl liBUL KASEM; 1 move that the Bill be ciieulated for the 
purpose of elicit ipg opinion thereon before the 15th May^ 1981. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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TIm iMgai Agrimiltiiral and Sanitary iMprtvMlitM 
(Amandmant) Bill, ISn. 

MaHlal ABOUL HAKIM (o move for leave to introduce a Bill 
to amend tlie Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Aci^ 

im 

The motion wae put and agrcetl to. 

The Se<5rctarv then read the ehort title of the Bill. 

Mwlvi AiDUL HAKIM: Sir, 1 beg to move that the «aid Bill be 
taken into consideration. 

iCow, Sir. in .support of niy Bill 1 wish to say the following Words 
for the consideration of the House. This is a very short amendment 
to remove a great ohstach* regarding the important work to be done 
by the Agricultural and Sunitarv linprovemeni A<‘t of 1920. The j)Oor 
agricultural people approach (Jovernnient for the excavation of canala 
under thi*? Act for biiiiging their marshy wnter-logfjred fallou lauds 
under cultivation. The work is a double blessing to the cultivators 
as il not only improves their agriculture but also impn»ves their 
sanitation. Suls-sectioii (/) of section 15 of this Act says that an 
applicant for such a work shall be re<|uired before the execution of the 
work is undertaken, to depo.sit or to give sf< urity for. the cost of the 
work or a j><)rtioii thereof, and all prot^eedings under this A<t shall be 
stayed until such requisition is complied with. It has been found by 
experience that the t’ollector generally directs the applicant to ilejmsit 
a heavy amouril under the sai<l sub-s<M'tion anil the applicant fails to 
deposit such an anuuint or to give security for such a iienvy amount 
owing to his poverty. I can give concrete instances where the ('ollec tor 
directed applicants to deposit heavy amounts. In one C!ase myself 
and Home other tenants applied for the excavation of a canal in ray 
own village, Borar Char, which is a hha^hmnhal under Government. 
In this case the Pollec-tor direeted the apphVanis to cleposit Rs. 1,200 
in cash as part of the c*ost. on the 9th July, 1927. In another case in 
my own district, the Collector directed the applicants to deposit 
Bs. 2,500 as part of the cost. Both the works have heen left 
unexecuted up to this time. And I can swear in this Pouncil that 
not a single work has l>een done in ray district under this Art since 
the passing of the Act, Wenuse the said suh-Hection has become a 
burden umm the cultivators. As there is n clear provision under 
section 18 of the Act that after the completion of the work the total 
e«M»t shall He realised from the applicant and other persona or 
authorfties concerned, it is unnec*essnry and improper to oonipt} the 
applicant, who may be moved by considerations of public interest in 
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making the application, to deposit sut h money especially as he is 
bound to pay subsequently a share of the total cost in proportion to 
the benefited area of his land. 

The necessity of this short amendment is very great in view of the 
fact that its result will be of a far-reaching and beneficial character 
in bringing under cultivation large areas of marshy water-logged low 
lands lying fallow for centuries together. In these days of extreme 
economic crisis it is the paramount duty of Government to give all 
sorts of facilities in the way of agricultural improvement wherever 
possible. For this purpose it has become imperative to abolish the 
sub-section (1) of section 15 of this Act. In that case Government 
will not really incur any loss. Government will be required to 
undertake and finish the work at their own (‘.ost first and then to realise 
the total cost in due proportion from all the persons or authorities 
concerned as provided by section 18 of the Act, just as the cadastral 
survey operations in a district are first finished at Government’s own 
cost and then this cost is realised afterwards from the tenants or other 
persons concerned. Under these circumstances I hope that the 
Gouncil will accept the proposed amendment for the welfare of the 
p(K)r, hel[)less and dying cultivators of Bengal. 

Sir, my Bill is so brief and so simple that T do not think that it 
should be referred to a Select Committee or be circulated for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. However, if the sense of the House be to 
refer the Bill to a Select Committee or to give it for circulation for 
a more clear and careful consideration of the matter, I am ready to 
accept this proposal and in that case I request the Hon’ble Minister 
also to agree to this proposal. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon before the JUst March, 1931. 

The inllowing motion w’as called but not moved: — 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill Im» circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon before the 30th March, 1931. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and agreed 
to. 

The motibn of Maulvi Abdul Hakim that the Bengal Agricnltaral 
and Sanitary Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1931, be taken into 
eonsideraiiou therefore failed. 
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The Bengil Mtmieiiiil (Amamlmeiit) Bill, 1931. 

MUNIHDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 to move lor leave to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Benjral Municipal Act, 1884. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I lag to move that the said 
Bill be taken into (Consideration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: 1 beg to move, 
by way of uiuendinent, that the Bill he cin ulated for the purjK)»o of 
eliciting opinion thereon before the loth May. 1081. 

The following mot ions were called hut not moved; — 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move, hy way of amendment, 
that the Bill hi^ circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
before the 80th June, 1981. 


Mr. P. N. CUHA to im»v(*. hy wa\ of am(*ndment, that the Bill 
be circulattMl for the |»ur|)ose of eliciting opinion thereon before the 
Slst March, 1981, 

The motion of the Hon* hit* Mr. Bijoy Brusad Singh Hoy was then 
put and agr(*(*d to. 

The motion of Muniudiu Deb Uai MahuHai that the Bengal 
Municipal (Amendim'nt) Bill, 1981. Ik* taken into consideration 
therefore failed. 


Ttia Bengal Local Sdf-Covcmiiient (Amandmont) BilIp 1S31. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 
1885. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIt I move that the said Bill be 
taken into consideration. 

Maiilvl TAMIZUDDIN KHANt I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon before the 80th June, 1931. 
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The followiiif motion wm called but not moved: — 

Mr. P. N. CUHA to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon before the 31gt 
March, 1931. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then put and agrc^ 
io. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Ilai Mahasai that the Bengal Local 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1931, be taken into consideratioii 
therefore failed. 


The Calcutta Munlolfial (Amendment) Bill, 1931. 

MUNINDRA DIB RAI MAHABAI: 1 beg to move for leave to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The 8c(^retarv then read the short title of the Bill. 

MUNINDRA DIB RAI MAHASAIs 1 beg to move that the said 
Bill Ik* referred to a S6le< t Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the liocal Self-Government 
Department ; 

{2) Mr. C. W. Guriier, i.c.s. ; 

(3) Mr. P. Hauerji ; 

(4) Mr. H, S. Suhrnwardy; 

(5) Balm Jitendralal Baiinerjee; 

(C) Mr. Syamapronad Mookerjae; and 
(7) the mover, 

with insttuctions to submit their report as soon as possible and the 
number of members b) form a quorum shall be three. 

Tht Hch'blf Mr. BldOY PRABAD BINON ROYi I beg to move, 

by way of amendment, that the Bill l>e cin*ulated for the purjKwie of 
eliciting opinion thereon before the I5th May, 1931. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Hwrtvi tAMIEUDOIN KHAN to move, by way of amendment, 
Aat the Bill be circulated for the purpoee of eliciting opinion thereen 
before the 3(Hh June, 1931. 
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Mr. F. N. CUHA to move, by way of ameadmenty that tha Bill ba 
j|ii«\ilatad for purpoae of eliciting opinion tharaon bafoia ibo Slit 
Maitb, 1931. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Pranad Singh Roy waa then 
pnt and agreed to. 

. The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahaaai thert'fore failed. 


Aitjoummaiit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., on Tuesday, tha 
l7th February, 1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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ProMMlIiigf of the Bangai Ligislttivo Council asoomliiod undor tlii 
provitlons of the Government of Indie Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House^ 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the I7th February, 1931, at 2-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Ilon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
CHAunnunr, kt., of Santcsh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Pjxecutive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 117 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Allowance to the dependants of the deceased constables during 
Armoury raid at Chittagong. 

*82. Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Member in charge of the Ihdice Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing - 

(t) the names of the constables who were killed during the raid 
at Chittagong; 

(it) the names of their respective children and widows receiving 
pensions ; 

(fti) the amount of i*ew'ard given to the children and widows of the 
deceased; and 

(iv) the amount of pensions given to each of the children and 
widowrs of the deceased? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Oovemment intend to perpetuate the memory of these deceased 
constables in a suitable manner? 

MBMBER in ehtrgi of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon^lo Mr. 
W. 0. R, ProntiOi): (a) (t\ (ii) and (it?) A copy of the communique, 
dated the 16th September, 1930, giving full details of the allowances 
granted to the various dependants of the deceased constables is laid on 
the table. 
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(m) A ram of E«. 600 wa« paid to the widow of the daoearad 
« 0 BstabIe Prasanna Knmar Barua as the reward of her late husband 
wto was mortally wounded while effecting the arrest of the armed 
absconder Subodh Choudhurj. 

(h) No such proposal is under ooii'iideralioii. 


CommuniqiP^ referred to in the reply to clause (o), (t), (iV) and 
(tv) of starred f/oestion \o. 

GOVERNMENT iW BENGAL. 

POI.K K l)KrA«TMKNT. 

Nos. 4116-37 PI. 

(’OMMrNiQLE. 

Calcutta, the Hith September, 103(1. 

The Government of Pencil have l)een pleased to sanction the 
followinjr allowances to tlie fuiuilies of the tlnet» constables, nutned 
below, who were killed by the insurffcnts who attacked the Auxiliarji 
Force and Police ArimMiries at Chittapfonjf ; - 


(1) Ram.ani Mohan Ciiakkavartv. 

With effect from the 19th April, 1930: — 

(1) For the widow Uniiila Devi, uffed 23 years, K«. lU per meiHieiir 
for life or until remarria^fe, 

(2) For the father Sarada Charnn Chakravarty, ajpMl 70 yeaiHr 
Rs. 4 per mensem for life. 

(3) For the mother Kasisw^ari Devi, aged 50 years, R». 4 per 
mensem for life. 

f4) For two daughters Rani and Renu, age<l re«pe<*tively 5 and 3 
years, Rs. 2-8 each per mensem till marriage. When the grandfather 
diet his pension will be distributed in part between the daughters, if 
they arc then olive and unmarried, so as to raise the rate to Rs. 4 for 
each daughter. 

(5) The grant of a lump sum of Rs. 250 to the widow on account 
of the expenses of the deceased’s sradh ceremony and Bs. 200 for thw 
mairiage dowry for each of the two daughters, the amount being; 
payable when the marriage is actnaliy celebrated. 
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With effect from the 8th May, 1930: — 

(1) For the widow Nirupama Barua, aged 20 years, Rs. 10 per 
mensem for life or until remarriage. 

(2) For two minor sons, Budhi Satta Barua and Sukumar Barua, 
aged respectively 10 and 7 years, Rs. 5 each per mensem till they 
attain the age of 21 years. 

(3) For the daughter Bijan Bala, aged 13 years, Rs. 4 per mensem 
•till her marriage. 

(4) Grant of a lump sum to the widow of (t) Rs. 300 for the 
clearance of the deceased’s debt, (it) Rs. 200 for the expenses of the 
deceased’s $rndh ceremony, and (Hi) Rs. 200 as marriage dowry for 
the daughter, the amount l)eing payable only when the marriage is 
.actually celebrated. 


(3) JV)EA SiNDHu Barua. 

With effect from the 19th April, 1930: — 

(1) For the widow Amya Bala Barua, aged 18 years, Rs. 10 per 
mensem till her death or remarriage. 

(2) For the father Nanda Kumar Barua, aged 61 years, Rs. 4 per 
inenH»m for life. 

(3) For the mother Bama Kuraari Barua, aged 51 years, Rs. 4 per 
mensem for life. 

(4) Grant of a lump sum to the widow of Rs. 200 on account ol the 
expenses of the deceased’s sradh ceremony and Rs. 41 for the payment 
*of his personal debts. 


H. 8. E. Stevens, 

for Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Maulvi SYED MAdID BAKSH; (Question was inaudible in the . 
Reporters’ gallery.) 

tilt Htn’blt Mr, W. D. R, PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 

Mittivl EYED MAdlD BAKEH: How many constable*, if any, were 
IdUedP 

TIN Hrnmt n. mfirrieEl SpeaWng from msaHMt, 

t tlkiiik, two. 
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CNwtt to sohoote maiMgtd by the olae in Bakargani. 

m LAUT KUMAR BAL: (c,) I« the Hon^le Minister 

eherj?e of the Edu(‘ation DepaHiuent aware that terfain hi|rh 
English sehools (Kuriana High English School. Malikhali High 
English Sidiocl, Agailjhara High English School, Chantikati High 
English School, Dighirjan High Engliah School) have been started in 
the Hakarganj district and managed hy the depressed class people P 

(fc) Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
grant-in-aid has been sanctioned to these schtsdsP 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister W pleased to state the i-eason therefor P 

MINISTER in ehirga of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tM 
Hon’bit Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): {a) Yes. 

(b) The following schcnds have ret^eived grants from the Depart- 
ment : — 

(1) Chandkati High English School Ils. 135 per month since l«t 

March, 1927. 

(2) Agailjhara High English School— lump grant of Rs. 300 in 

1929-30. 

f3) Dighirjan High English School — repair grant of Rs. 500 in 

1927-28. 

<( ) No funds have been availalde for grants lievond those referred 
to in (b). 


Kftaa malial landi. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD HOBSAIN: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(») how and to whom the khas mahal lands are settled by Govern* 
meiit, and 

(it) who are entitled to get them? 

(6) Is it a fact that the selUement is entirely in the hands of the 
khas mahal officers ? 

MEMBER in otiargo of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlii HonIMo 
•Ir Provnth Clnifldir MKtOr): (n) ({) When any khas mahal land is 
open to settlement applicatiiiiis are generally invited and settlement is 
made with the deserving members of the cultivating class in the 
neighbonrhood, preference being given to the local khas mahal tenants 
whtm holdings have dilnviated In «vme cases settlement is also made 
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with members of the non-cultiTating class, who have rendered 
meritorious service to tbe State or have undergone agricultural training 
in some recognised institution and are prepared to do the cultivation 
work with their own hands. Each case is, however, considered on its 
own merits. 

(tt) None. 

(h) No. 

Mauivi SYEO MAJID BAKSH: (Inaudible in the Reporters^ 
'gollcr>\) 

The Honlile Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; I must ask for 
notice. 


Atiowancee to the dependants of deceased constables during 
Armoury raid at Chittagong, 

*86. Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: (^n Will the ITon’hle 
Memlier in charge ot the Police Department be jdcased to state whether 
it is a fact that ixnisions of IIm. 2-8 only each a month have b(»en given 
to the children and widows of the constables who wore killed during 
the raid at (liittngoug comtnencitig on the 18th April last and con- 
tinuing till the fight at Kalar|K)<>l? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’hle 
Member he pleased to state whether the Goveniment are considering 
the desinibility of enhancing the rate of the {tension to these children 
and widow's in consideration of the noble services rendered by the 
deceased constables P 

The Hofl’Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) No. A copy of the 
communique, dated 16th September, 1930, giving full details of the 
allowances granted to the various dependants of the deceased 
constables hat been plac^ on the table in answer to another question 
and may lie referred to. 

(6) Doea not arise. 


AfitMnilarlal moosurai. 

*88. BMhi SATYENDRA NATH ROY: (a) WiR the Hoii’ble 
Minister in charge of the Ciocal Self-Government Department be 
ideaeed to lay a statement on the table showing the nature of ihe works 
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i^ried out first by Oovernuieut directly aud secomlly by local boilie« 
i(^ari<*t boards aod muDicipalities) within the last three official yearn 
fi»* the eradication and prevention of malaria in the province ^ 

(b) What was the cost of such works? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy)s (o) and (h) It 

would be impossible to give a corajuehensive and detailed stateraent 
of the information asked for on so far-reaching a subject ins the eradi- 
cation and prevention tjf malaria without detailetl inquiries fn>m local 
bodies, the labour of which must W regimled as prohibitive. The 
summary' in the statement laid on the table will, however, 1 hope, 
aerve to give the member a general view of the activities in question. 


Statement of anti-malarial work in the Public Health Department 
referred to in the reply to starred question .Ao. tV6‘. 

Except in the case of a few small ex|M'rimeniuJ schemes (lovem- 
raent have not undertaken the carrying out of measures for the eradi- 
cation and prevention of malaria by their own staff, but have provided 
local authorities with funds for the jmrpose under certain conditions, 
one of which is that the local authorities shall meet a portion of the 
coet of the work done. 

Ihiring the three years 1928-21), 1929-30 and 1930-31 the following 
sums were allotted ])v Oovernment for work in connection with malaria 
and kala-azar: — 

1928- 29— Rs, 4,02.()(K), of which Re. 1,40,000 was for kiilu-azar. 

1929- 30 — Rs. 2.49,9(M), of which Its. 30, (KK) was for kala-aziir. 

1930- 31 — Rs. 3,08,000, of which Rs. 98,000 was for kala-azur. 

Kalu-aziir is mentioned lauause a very large nutnlmr of malaria oiiaes 
are treated at the hundreds of kala-azar centres established by district 
boards and other iKslies with the assistance of the kala-azar grant. In 
each of the three years mentioiuHl Government provided Rs. 1,82,000, 
Be. 1,20,000 and Rs. 1,20,000 respectively for quinine and cinebona 
febrifuge, which was distributed largely on the basis of the actual 
expenditure on these drugs by district boards from their own funds. 
Boughly speaking, these local authorities themselves spent about one 
lokb of rupees from their own funds on quinine. 

Again, as regards the special grants for anti-malarial works, distriot 
Imardi were required to distnbute the funds to union boards 



MO 


QUESTIOKS. 


[17th Fwi., 


in fiicli a way m to enaure that a proiKirtion ol the coat of tho 
works was raised locally. Hios the Goyemment grant represents a 
much larger expenditure on anit-malarial work than the figures them- 
selves would indicate if taken alone. 

It should be added that the expenditure and the activities sum- 
marised above are exclusive of expenditure on rural health units, which 
are of course ooncemed with the suppression ol malaria among other 
branches of public health work. The amount of Government graate 
towards the cost of these units during the current financial year aireadjr 
exceeds Be. 8^ lakhs. For a general review ol their aotiviiiee refers* 
ence may be made to the annual reports of the Public Health 
Department. 


Text-books for high English schools. 

*87. Mmiivi tYED JALALUDDIN HAaMEMY: (a) Will the 
HonM>le Minister in charjre of the Education Dejmrtment be pleesed 
to Isy on the table — 

(0 a copy of the circular letter issued to the auihoritiee ot 
sccoadai-y schools in Bengal regarding the text-b<xdii:s pres- 
cribed for the use of the high English schools for the year 
1931 ; 

(n) a list of the members of the Text-lbs^k (V>mraittee for the 
secondarj’ schools? 

(h) Is the recommendation of the Text-Book Committee regarding 
the selection of Isjoks final? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aa^are that considerable dissatisfaction 
has been expressed at the last recommendation of text-books by the 
Committee as jmblished in the Calcutta Gazette of 13th November, 
1930? 

(d) Is it a fact that books of established reputation have heeu 
superseded? 

Tilt Hon'Mt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODINf (a) (t) A copy is 
laid on the table. 

(if) A list is laid on the table. 

(b) and (e) No. 

(d> A number books on fxrsvious approved Ksis do not Ibd a 
pliiee on the present Bel. ■ 



1(81.1 QUESTIOlfa m 

(Circular referred to in the reply Ut clauie (a) (i) of $tnrrml qnettum 

No, 87, 

No. 10786-92 G. 

Fimi THE Dibector of PrDLU' iNSTRucmoN, Bengal, 

To THE InSPBCI'ORS AND TnsI*R(TKR 8SK.S OF St'HWLS IN BknGAJ.. 

(\ilouttu, the 8th Dinn^mlier, 19301. 

Sir/ Madam, 

I have the honour to forward herewith /in st^i^nmto jicinvij* copies 

of this office *notification No. 4 T.B.. date<] the 2»trd OctoW, 1930, 
containing the list of text-books a|>int>ve<l by this Defmrtinent for use 
in all Government and Government-aided secMinilary schoals in tliiii 
Pi-esidency for distribution to the in.sjaH’ting offiters and head-masters 
of high English schools under your control. 

fV>piefl of this notification have Wn suividied Uy the hcsul-mastors 
of Government high English schools direct fnim this office. 

I have the honour to Ihl 
Sir, 

Your most oliedient wn*vant, 

J. M. Bottomley, 

for Director of Public ImtrueUon, Uenyal. 

lAst of memhern of the Provincial Tert^Booh Covnnittcc referred to 
in the rejdy to elofffe ia) iit) of starred question No, 87, 

T. Kx-OFFiriO MEMBERS. 

1. The Direi'tor ol Public InstructicMi, Bengal, President . 

2. The Assistant ]>irc< tor of Puldic Instruction for MuhnmmiidFio 
Education, Bengal, Secretary. 

3. The Principal, David Hare Training College, Calcutta, ruembee, 

4. The Principal, Teachers’ Training College, Dacca, m&mber, 

5. The Inspectress of Schoi)ls, Presidency and Bnrdwan Diviek»Re» 
wember, 

6. The Librarian, Bengal Library, Calcutta, member, 

^ sepy «l tlw noUAmehn k placed on the Mbtary table for the Infonnalfoo oi 
flMnaJbeoi. 



QUESTIONS 


[17th I m, 


:m 


II. — DrFiCIAI. MEMBERS. 

1. Bubu Nilmaiii ('hakravartti, Professor, Presideucy College, 
^Calcutta, rei»re.sentative of Sanskrit studies. 

2. Mr. A. H. Harley, Princijinl, Islamia College, Calcutta, repre- 
sentative of Islamic studies. 

3. Miss S. Biswas, Hoftd Mistress, Dr. Kkastagir’s High School 
for Girls, Chittagong, woman graduate teacher. 

4. Dr. N. Gupta, SuiH^rintendent, Normal School, Rang^mr, repre- 
eentative of Normal schools. 

5. Babu llajendra Chandra Ghose, Second In8i>©ctor of Schools, 
Dacca Division, representing inspection. 

6. Babu Pai-esh Chandra Mukherjee, District Inspector of Schools, 
43alcutta, representing inspection. 

7. Mr. A. N. Sen, Insjiector of Technical and Industrial Institu- 
tions, Bengal, representing inspection. 

8. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alfazuddin Ahmed, Insi>ector of Schools, 
Hajshuhi Division, rcjMoseriting ins|>ection. 

9. Mr. 1*. (•. Mahalanubis, Professfu*, Presidency ('ollege, 

Calcutta, representing teaching. 

10. Mr. Budiur Rahman, Head Master. l)ac< a (\)llegiate vSchool, 
representing teaching. 

11. Mr. J. M. Sen, Second Inspector of Schools, Presidency Divi- 
sion, representing primary education. 

12. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Maula Bak.sh, Inspector of Schools, 
DacxMi Division, representing primary education. 


III. — Non-official membee.s. 

1. Maulvi Muhammad Ishaque, liccturer. (^dcutta University, 
representing teaching. 

2. Babu Kali Krishna Goswami, Professor, Ju(piuiiath Intermediate 
College, Dacca, representing teaching. 

3. Rev. 8. Milford, officiating Principal, St. Paul’s College, 
Calcutta, representing teaching. 

4. Babu Ramesh Chandra (Tiakmvertti, Head Master, Malkhana- 
gar High School (Dacca), representing teoching. 

5. Mr. Kalipada Sarkar, retired Insj>ector of Schools, representing 
primary educs£on. 

6. Maulvi Sye4 Abdul Jabber, Secretary, Anjuman lilainia, 
^Cmnilla, representing primary education. 



.* 7. Bot. W. E. Frencli, Secretary, Shiksha Saaglia, Bialiaapitr 
^Par^aa), representative of Missionaiy Societies. 

^8. Rev. H. D. Northfield, Baptist Million, Dacca, representative 
ai Ifissionary Societies. 

9. Babu Radha Govinda Natb, Vice-Pnncipal, €\)inilla Yiotoita 
CoBege, representing special interest. 

10. Babu Jyotish Chandra MandaJ, Professor, Si. Paul's College, 
Calcutta, representing special interest. 

11. Mr. N. C. Da.s Gupta, Head Master, Durgnpur High School 
<Cbittagong), representing special interest. 

12. Babu Mani Mohan Ghose, Secretary, Central CVopomtive 
Bank, Ltd., Rampurhat, representing special inteiest. 

13. Babu Gopel Chandra Sarkar, retired Second Inspector ai 
Schools, unofficial educationist. 

14. Mr. Ebrahim Khan, Principal, Saodat College, Kamtio, 
(Mymensingh), unofficial educationist. 

15. Khan Bahadur Aeisul Hoque, ii.L.c., pleader, Krishnagar 
unofficial educationist. 

16. Mr. P. C. Bancrjee, l*rofe.Hsor, St. Xavier's College, Calcutta, 
unofficial educationist. 

17. Mr. Syama Pra.sad Mookherjee, ii.L.c., Bar.*at»ljaw, repre- 
sentative, Calcutta University. 

18. Dr, R. C. Mnzumdar, rei>re8entative, Dacca University. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEES Will the Honlde Minister 
be pleased to state since when the Inspectresses of Schools have become 
ibe authority for secondary schools in Bengal P 

Tho HonlHo Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOINs There is no reason to 
believe that they are considered the authority for secondary schools in 
Bengal. 

Mr. tYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: The answer to clause (t) 
vpych refers to a circular letter issued show the authorities of secondary 
schools in Bengal. 

TIm HmiIRe Mr. KHWAdA NAIIMUDDINl I have already 
answered that question. < 

Mr.^tYAMAPROMD MOOKERdiEt Is ^Is the only eircular 
orlikli kna been iianod for secondary adioola in Bengal f 
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HI %vmmm [iTnim* 

Hm Ikv KMW^A MAXIHUINItlli I wi««t mIi: Iw. 

Mb tYAMAPItOtAO MOOMEMEft Is the 00111)10 Minister 
aware that this circular refers only to GoTemmant and Goyenunen^ 
aided secondary schools, but the proposed rules are sought to be applied 
to non-Goyemmeni schools as well? 

Tilt HmiM Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDOINs 1 must ask for 
notice. 

Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKERdEEt Ona point of order, Sir. 
The answer giyen by the Hon'ble Minister is that he must ask for 
notice. The questions haye been asked, and he asks for notice. 

The HOfinile Mr. KHWAdA NAIIMUDDIN: 1 haye alread^^ 
answered these questions. 

RalNI dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hon^le Minister 
be pleased to explain, why, in regard to the third part of the list, non* 
official members, what he means by “representing special interest" in 
items 9, 10, 11 and 12 P 

TIM HMlIMt Mr. KMWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: This is under the 
rules framed by Government. 

Baby dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
bo pleased to explain, in regard to items 13, 14, 15 and 16, what ho 
ipoans by “unofficial educationist"? 

Tlli Honllli Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Those who are not at 

present attached to any school. 

Mmlvi ABDUL KARIM: With regard to question (c) will the^ 
HoA’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that certain, 
text-books have been superseded? These books haye been on the list 
for a quarter of century, how is it that they have now been superpedod 
and do not find a place on the list? 

Tlie Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDtNl Because of the fpet 

that they haye been on the list so long ; the Committee did not take tba 
trauble to reyise their list according to the circular kauod pioyiopr^y 
•■■■ ( inaudibb tha Beportasa* gaikry). 



9immm ^ 

B i rtiH i ti mm ftr »mn mAtmU Kmimtmm 

m RMOwr. 

*IS. Km BMIIADUt HCKIUB: (a) U the Member if 

dkarge of the Revenue Department aware that certificate procedure )|llf 
been introduced for lealiaation of rent in arrear in the Baharband par- 
gana under the Kaeimbasar Raj Wards estate in the district of Rang^ 
pur where no record of rights has yet been prepared f 

(6) Is the Hou’ble Member aware that objections filed by the 
tenants in these certificate cases often involve questions of diluvioti 
and dispossession for the determination of which local investigfation 
by a competent officer, such as C^vil Court Commissioner or rieader 
Commissioner, is desirable ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the certificate officer at Rangpur summarily 
rejects the objections of the tenants regarding diluvion and dispoasea- 
aion without investigation by a competent officer? 

(d) Are the Government contemplating taking stops to put a atop 
to the filing of certificate coses for uretis where questions of diluvion 
and dispossession are involvctl? 

Tho Hofl’IMt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs (a) Yes. 

(6), (r) and (d) No. 

Ufiatarrad Qnaalioiia 

(antufan to wliich wara laid on tlia tablo). 

Odtaniii in Bofifai. 

SI. BaiNt KHETTER MOHAN RAY I Will the Hon’ble Membar 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
gtatement showing — 

(%) the present number of persons in Bengal arrested and detainail 
under Regulation III of 1818 and the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 19S0; and 

(n) the names of such persons together with dates of their mtaalp 
and addresses F 

MEMBER in mm ^ ROLITIOAI. DBRARTMENT (tiia Han*M» 

Mr. W. A. ft RraaMaiDt (t) Under BegulatioB IIT— Nil Undat ffengaJ 
O^inal Jmw ^mendamt Ani — 414. 

(ft) Oovenuneiii are not prepared to lay Uiia atatement on tl^ 




Ml QtJESriOirA ClTn'Mt 

'•ihriM fiottoi on lamUtnis ivlitn lithiiiigt iN tnwfirrti. 

S2. Bibu SATYENDRA KUMAR DABs (a) WiU the Hoo’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of Gtovemm^t — 

(i) to introduce the system of serving notice upon landlords through 
union boards and union committees and where there are 
no such agencies, through process serving peons instead of 
by post; and 

(it) to modify rule 27 (») of the Revised Statutory Rules, Chapter 
IV A, to avoid financial loss to Government in the shape of 
postage, etc.? 

(h) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that co-sharer landlords are in 
many cases deprived of their share of transfer fees in cases of transfer 
of land under the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1928, for the 
reason that the names of all co-sharer landlords are not mentioned? 

(c) Is the Hon*ble Member aware that under the present 
rule the registering officers cannot compel the presentant of 
any document under section 26-0, etc., of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
1885, to produce the latest rent receipt and khatian for verification? 

{(1) Are the Government considering the desirability of empower- 
ing the registering officers to demand the rent receipt and hhatian 
for verification of the names of co-sharer landlords and of providing 
that the document should not be accepted for registration where such 
receipt and hhatian are not produced? 

Thg Hon’Matir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (t) and (u) 

The existing instructions are contained in rule 27 of the Revised 
Statutory Rules and no modification is at present con tern {dated. 

(6) No. 

(c) Yes. 

<(cf) No. 

Rai Baliaiiiir KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERdls Will the Hon*ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any jmtition has been received from 
any landholder in the province on the subject of transfer fees under 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1928? 

Tbi Htnlrta Bir RROVABH CHUNDER MITTCRl Not within the 
last few dayh. 1 have already stated that any definite helpful suggee-' 
ti<PM in this direction will be welcomed by Govemnient, and be taken 
n^ee of. 



QVBBTIONS, 
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Qmtf fkmfc Rttc 

«!. Dr. AMULYA DATAN QNOill (a) Will tho Hon*blr 
Jlinister in charge of . the Public Works Department be pleased to state 
u4ai’ has been done to improve the condition of the Grand Trunk lloadj^ 

(b) Is the Hon ’We Member aware that all the main roads of the 
Howrah Municipality have been improved with tarP 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Monilier be plea«ed to state why the Grtlnd 
Trunk Road has not yet Wen improved with tarP 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of improving 
the condition of this ini|K>rtunt mail of BeiigiilP 


MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (tlie 
HonlMa Khan Bahadur K. C. M. Farwpil)i (/?) Estimates have l>eeii 
sanctioned for improving portions of the Grand Trunk Road in 
Howrah, between Bally Bridge and Chandernagore, between miles 120 
and 124, and Wtween Asansol and Barakar, and work has Wen started im 
these sections and will W continued next year. In additioa a consider* 
able length of the n»od has Wen paintwb 

(6) Many of the main municipal roads in Howrah have been treated 
with tar. 

(c) Until recently funds for such work could not W pn>vided., 

(d) Improvements are Wing carried out as state*! in reply to (a). 


Ahscfiuilah School of Englnooringi Dacca. 

S4. Rai Sahib REBATI MDHAN SARKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the 
date when the Government decided to keep the workshop staff of 
mistries of the Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Dacca, on a temporary 

basisP 

(h) Is there any Government notification to that effect P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the ITon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the taWe a copy of the same? 

Tha NannUa Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOINs (a) 1917. 

. (b) No. 

(e) The question does not arise. 



MMitarM trntm $t tlw Mtow ^ Ih* i w pi rtr i mi ini DtetrM 
impittin tf Mittit. 

Sk Mai iMiailiir KCtNAB CHANDRA DANCitli: (a) WUt the 

Hoti*Me Mitiieier in charge of the Education Department be pleased io 
MU why the scheme for the revision of the pay and proi|)ectB 6f the 
ministerial officers empbyed in the offices of the lnsp4H*ti‘eK?jes of Schoeli 
4ind the District Inspectors of Schools which receive*! administrative 
sanction of Government in 1928 is not yet being given effect toF 

(ht Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to l iy on ihe table a ntate- 
ment showing the increased financial charge which the said scheme will 
involve? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(t) that ministerial officers employed in the offices of the Inspec- 
tresses and Inspectors of Schools had the same scale of pay in 
the Lower Subordinate Educational Service before 1921; 
(it) that in 1921 a distinction was made between the ministerial 
officers employed in the offices of the Inspec tresses of Schools 
and those employed in the offices of the Divisional Inspectoni 
of Schools and a disparity in scales of pay was introduced; 
(m) that administrative sanction was given to the revised scheme 
already referred to in order to remove such a disparity ; and 
(tv) that the ministerial officers w^ho received the benefit of reorga- 
nisation in 1923 must be ahead of those who are likely to 
come under the operation of the new scheme by about nine 
years? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what measures Government are going to adopt in order to make 
up for the difference which has originated owing to schemes 
having been sanctioned in two different years with such a 
interval between them: 

(it) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to sanction 
such salaries for the ministerial officers coming under the 
operation of the newr scheme as are at present enjoyed by 
their brother officers in the old Subordinate Educational 
Service under the scheme given effect to in 1921 ; and 
(m) what measures were adopted at the time of the reorganisation 
made in 1921 to safeguard the interests of the ministerial 
of^cers who wens at the top of the classes IT and T of Ihe 
old Subordinate Educational Service and who under the cAd 
oonditihns oould have aspired to get the mATimnwi salary el 
Be. 250? 






nm Mr. KHWAM NAIIMUDOINl (a) Tk% Khmt eoM * 

mi l)e affect to as it has not yet been possible for Gfoireniiiieiit to 
jptovide funds lor it. 

(b) A statement showing the increased financial chaige involved in 
ine scheme is laid on the table. 

(c) (i) It is not a fact that all clerks employed in the offices of the 
Inspectresses of Schools as well as in those of the Inspectors of Schools 
had the same scale of pay in the lx)wer Subordinate Educational Ser- 
vice but those belonging to the same class of that service employed iti 
either offices had the same scale of pay. 

(it) Yes, 

(ut) The reply is in the affirmative so far as the pay of the junior 
clerks employed in the offices of the Inspectors and Inspectresses was 
concerned ; but the same rates were not proposed in cases of Head Clerks 
in the offices of the Inspectresses of Schools nor W'as the scale of pay 
of the Second Clerks in the offices of the Inspectors of Schools pro- 
posed for any clerks in the offices of the Inspectresses of Schools. 

(it?) The number of years by which the ministerial officers in ques- 
tion who received the lienetit of reorganisation in 1923 will l)e ahead 
of those who are likejy to come under the operation of the new scheme 
depends on the date from which the scheme is given effect to. 

(d) (t) No such proposal is under cons idenit ion. 

(it) No. 

(tit) The pay of each post was fixed in accordance with the degree 
of responsibility attaching to each on the facts available at the time of 
the reorganisation made in 1921. It is not a fact that all the officers 
who were at the top of classes IV and V of the old Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service could aspire to get the maximum salary of Bs. 250. 

BlatmeiU thowinf incrMied financial charge referred U> in the answer id 
danse (b) of unstarred fuestion No, S5, 

Additional 
average 
cost per 
annum. 


Rs. 

1. For clerks employed in offices of District Inspecton of Schools 2,755 

2. For clerks employed in offices of In spectr esses of Schools . . 1 ,264 

2. For cterka employed in offioea of Aaaiatant In ap e ctr eaaei 

oll^bools 1>140 

Total . . 5.156 
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W. MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — ' ^ 

(*) the number of — 

(1) books, 

(2) periodicals, and 

(3) pamphlets 

received by the Librarian, Bengal Library, during the last six 
years; and 

(n) the manner of their disposal? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of making a 
free gift of a copy of the catalogue of books received in the Bengal 
Library to each of the leading Libraries of the province regularly? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
provision to retain at least one copy of each book published within the 
province at the Imperial Library, Calcutta, for public use? 


The Hofi’llle Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (n) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(6) No, 

(c) No, 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarreA question 

No. 56. 

( 0 - 


Year. 



Books. 

Periodicals. 

1925 



3,258 

1,365 

1926 



3,330 

1,253 

1927 



3,425 

1,297 

1928 



8,287 

1,364 

1929 



3,407 

1,533 

1930 


, , 

3,903 

1,421 


Pamphlets are hot classified separately. They are included anuMig 
booka. 



■ QWSMIQH^ . mi 

f,, The Impe^ Library, Celcy&tU, hae the first choice of the booke 
feoaived in the Bengal Library. The surplus stock is distributed to thi 
Jiaagiya Sahitya Parishad library and such other public or school 
libraries as apply for it. Books considered to be of no worth fre 
destroyed. The following statement shows the number of books and 
periodicals taken by the Imperial Library : — 


Year. 



Books. 

Periodicals 

1925 

, , 

, , 

1,347 

979 

1926 


, . 

1,596 

852 

1927 

, . 

, . 

1,759 

997 

1928 

. , 

, , 

278 

664 

1929 

. , 


339 

194 


Books and periodicals received during the year 1930 have not yet 
been disposed of. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: With regard to (h) will the 
Hon’bla Minister l)e pleased to state whether any offer has been 
received from the Imperial Library? 

The Hofi*ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN: So far as thie 

is concerned, we have received no such application from the Library. 
As regards (h) we offer <iur liooks also to the Imiierial Library in Cal- 
cutta, and they take whatever they can or like. 


AppointiiMfiC of Namatudra tub-ragistrars. 

fi7. Rai Bahib AK8HOY KUMAR SENS (a) Will the Handle 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Pepartment be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing district by district for 
the years 1927, 1928, 1929 and 1930- 

(t) how many sub-registrars were appointed from the residents of 
the Dacca, Chittagong, Rnjshahi, Burdwan and Presidency 
Divisions; and 

(it) how many of them belong to the members of tbe Namasudra 
community? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
more Namasudra sub-registrars than in previous years? 

MINISTER in aharga of EDUCATION (RECIBTRATION) 
DBRARTMENT (Hit HafPWa Mr. Kbfbii NailniiNMn)i (a) (i) and 

(u) A statement is laid on the table. 



HI ^/aWsmiSik inmtAi 

(6) dftfiDM df ^ tTattfen^ tMAdAliity m« id^Myi cKmiiA^ 




BuBbwAir Dmsxoir. 

Burdwan 
Birbhum 
Bankura 
Mfdnapore . . 

Hooghty 

Pbisidkkcy DmsioH. 

24-ParganaM 

Caleutta 

Nadia 

Murahidabad 

Jeaaore 

Khulna 

BAooa Division. 
Dacca 

Myroenaingh 
Faridpur 
Bakai^ganj . . 

Chittaoono Division. 

Chittagong . . 

NoakhaU 

Tippeim 

Rajshabi Division. 

Rajahahi 

Dinajpur 

Jalpaiguri 

Rangpur 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Malda 


1927 


2 

2 


1 

1 

1 

2 


3 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 


1 

I 

1 


1928 

1 


1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1929 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2t 

2 

1 

27 


1999 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

!• 

1 

1 

1 


Total of J^viakms 


21 


12 


10 






^!,, wmm if wiwim 

MM JITtNORALAL lANNfRItli On • point of onlnl>, Sir, 
aiay I Imre yonr permiMion to uk • question nbout the circnlar which 
hna been issued t^dny under your authority? 

Mr. SREtfDiNT: What is your point of order? 

Baton dITENORALAL BANNERdEEl 1 riNe on a point of order 
because I cannot address you. Sir, without asking your permission. 

Hft PRESIDENT: You should not take advantage of such tactics. 
If you will come to my Cliamher 1 shall be very glad to discuss the 
matter with you. 


RESOLUTIONS 

(on matteri of gonoral ptttolio intoreot). 

Oponing of i kliol from Bliora Songv to PoiitOftiot vit KalotoliaN ItiMl. 

Hoji BADI AHMED OHOWOHURY moved that this Oounell 
recommends to the Government that a khal be opened from BboHk 
Sangu to Peskerhat via Katakhali khal, for the purposa of discharging 
water from water-logged parts of Anwara thana in the Chittagong 
district. 

He spoke in Urdu in support of his resolution; the English transla- 
tion of which is as follows: — 

^SSir, with due Hubiiiission I beg to bring to your kind notice 
that the district of Chittagong. l)eing situated in the remotest corner 
ef the province, can scarcely draw the sympathetic attention 
of our benign Government regarding its grievances and wants* 
that veritably stand in the way of prosperity of its inhabitants. Con- 
iequently it has become the home of poverty and pestilence such M 
nudaria, epidemics and constant floods resulting in the premature ati<l 
untimely death of a large number of the population and leaving the rest 
under the crushing and cruel hands of poverty. Apart from livinf 
efficiently with equal standard of comfort and ease* the poor inhabitants 
eaa hardly manage to get two meals in a day. 

It is decidedly an admitted fact that tbs main root of all etili b 
aeeribpd to the want of a canal running ttom 'Bharasbanka In 
Peshkerbat.* This proposed canal b the only monns to protect tlb 
e i mtb i m paii of tbi dbtriet lloffi all ktiidt of dbiiUtih BBiBbi ASt 
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oecational floods onaUiiig tbo ii|}i*bitiwts to tra&sact their Irasiness 
ten times fairly well by doing away with all disadrantages arising from 
distance and passing of water -freely ; ^ Besides, they wOr benefit' by 
parting new business and trades and this ranai will carry the people 
to a distance that involves an arduous and troublesome journey of ten 
hours, within the shortest possible time of three hours only. It will 
be a tremendous achievement of the people if they are so fortunate to 
utilise the gifts of nature conferred on their soil. 

This noble and the most beneficial project of opening the said 
canal was brought to the notice of the district board bf Chittagong 
but with deep sorrow I should rather say that the shortage of funds 
of the -board of a poor district like it could not meet the earnest and 
pressing needs of the inhabitants. After all kinds of possible inquiry, 
it estimated the cost of Rs. 25,000 for a project. But only the pecuniary 
distress hindered their attempt. 

The then Collector Mr. Clayton u'as kind enough to approve the 
proposal in consideration of the needs of the people in general but 
his transfer to Dacca as a Commissioner has left the matter in an 
abeyance. 

The present District Magistrate having taken the initiative for the 
purpose, has formed an exhaustive scheme and plan for the same. I 
put forward a resolution before the House on the 11th February, 1930. 
The Hon’ble Member- in -charge, Irrigation Department, having 
expressed his desire to have further inquiry into the matter I withdrew 
the proposal. Perhaps the report indicating the truth about the afore- 
said matter has reached the Hon’ble Member. 

’ Notwithstanding that the people of ilie southern constituency have 
been greatly benefited the Government will thereby achieve a new 
source of income accruing from the toll stations established for the 
purpose of the h^w canal. 

With this shqrt and brief sketch of the most important matter 
like this I Jipake t)^is humble appeal to the House, *this Council recoxn- 
xxii,eDds to tbs^Chovsn^ment that a khal be opened from Bhora Sangu 
to Peskerhat via Eatakhali khal, for the purpose of discharging water 
from watei -logged parts of Auwara thana in the Chittageng district/ 

On the 17th January of this year Mr. Abdul Momin, Divisional 
Commissioner, while he was on tour in the mufasskl through Anwara 
personally witnessed the situation of the said canal. On this occasion 
soma ten thousand inhabitants of Banskhali police-station met hinr 
in a meeting, vjn that meeting an address was presedied narrating in 
detail the wa^ and the necessity of the canal. In his rc|dy the 
Oommissioner exp rS ss e d the utter utility of that canal; Hts'opinioti 
tras puhlisbod bs the-looal SmmH Pairi^ on the 23 h 1 of lianiiaiy laelt 
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August Isst In Besolution Ko. 2^, I rais«d ih« {>ro]p<AMl in tli« 
' WU1IC0 for the second time. Seven complete years have' elapsed since 
ij^ and yet during these pretty long years the (government did not 
j|^d time and opportunity to cast its eyes to that furthermost comer of 
liiis province. So I feel it my bounden duty to raise that question once 
more before the House and I feel sure that the House will appreciate 
the great necessity of the proposed canal for which I am so keenly 
fighting. 


The Oovernment are spending lakhs of rupees to maintain the 
Burdwan Damodar canal and is wasting away a good deal of public 
money in purchasing dredgers. And yet these machines are of no 
avail to the public. Crores of rupees have been wasted in Calcutta, 
Burdwan and the 24-rargana9 for irrigation works, but the greater 
necessity of making suitable irrigation works in greater part in Eastern 
Bengal and the Sundarbans where it is urgently necessary to change the 
water course of many a small khal or c^inal, which will contribute a 
good deal to the expansion of transport facilities and development of 
West Bengal seems to be of no importance. 

We cannot blind ourselves for a moment to the fact that it is their 
money in the distribution of which we ore taking so much pains. 
Budgets are prepared every year in total disregard of the sound basis 
and principles of distribution. We shall stand guilty and sinful m 
the eyes of Ood and humanity if we go spending their money in 
causes other than their own. Big buildings, big canals, big bridges 
and what not, are every day adding to the much advertised civilised 
districts and cities and as a consequence the rich are getting richer, the 
poor poorer. I know, Sir, that this state of thin^ is not the defects of 
this or that department of Government, but this is the natural ouioome 
and consequence of our present political structure. May be, these heavy 
grievances were not adequately represented and the Irrigation Depart- 
ment did not cast its favourable eyes to the question for so long. So I 
take this early opportunity to put forth these grievances once more 
before the House. I appeal to your good sense most fervently and 
earnestly to consider the resolution in the light of humanity and 
furthermore I know that if this resolution is carried and put into effect, 
the Council will get the untold gratitude and sympathy of the poor 
munnre of so many villages in the district of (^^hittagong. 

I know the Hon’hle Member in charge of the Irrigation Depart- 
rnent is a fine gentleman and I hope he will try to put forth his great 
personality and good sense to further this cause. 

I thank yon, Sir, and the hon'ble members for your valuable time 
and patience. I hope I will be excused for these necessary trouhlas hut 
I feed Hi my bounden duty in the interest of the thonsands of pso]^ to 
laptsaant thase matters before ynu/' 
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MiNUII in afevp •! MRIQATIIIf U»M|TMillT m 
Ifmem ANmU Wr AkHOMflM OtManOi A ninilar s^ii&oil wm 
IPM^fd bjr tbe same member m tlie Fabmary teesiosi in 1936 and I 
^ormdd bim that the wisdom of ^6 scbemo was doub^ul ai^d ^bal 
Oorernmoat were not in a position to undertake minor Bcbemes of iliir 
nature urbicb are properly dealt with under tbe Agriculture and 
Sanitary Improvement Act, and if tbe local people wanted it, it was 
for them to move the Collector. The resolution was then withdrawn* 
I said that I would have further inquiries made on the subject. 

The Collector of Chittagong has now reported that while the scheme 
would undoubtedly be beneficial to the people of the locality, the 
excavation of the proposed khal would silt up the Hurali and Chand- 
khali khals, and the inconvenience of one place would merely be 
transferred to another. According to the District Engineer’s state- 
ment the local bodies were not willing to contribute, but the Circle 
Officer reported that they would be prepared to bear one-third of the 
cost. 

It is true that the excavation of the khal from Bhora Sangu to 
Peshkerhat would relieve the water-logging of a part of Anwara thana 
of Chittagong district and improve the health and agricultural condi- 
tions of the locality, and that it will also shorten the boat route to 
Chittagong, but the District Engineer was of opinion that the opening 
of the khal will muse Uie (^handkhali and Murali khals, which form 
the line of communication with Satkhania thana, to silt up. Tbe 
benefit of one area will thus be more than counterbalanced by the 
disadvantages caused to other areas. The Chief Engineer has, 
however, been asked to further investigate the matter with a view to 
ascertain whether the scheme would ba feasible and what the ooet 
will be. 

In these circumstances I hope the member will wi^draw hia 
resolution. 

The motion of Haji Hadi Ahmed Chowdhury was, then by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

OiMriiaatioii of Hw IMM kM at DMi. 

BiIni MTYf MORA KUMAR DAtS Sir, I beg to move that thie 
OouttGil recommends to the Oovemment that early st^ he taken for the 
eanalieation of the Dolai khal at Dacca and that the neoeaaary funda be 
provided in the next year’s budget lor the purpose. 

8ir» the aubjeot matter the resolution is a very old one. It haa 
lanm baling Are for more than fifteen years now. Under ordare oonif 
iMVPl Am Ootober, 1917, fimm the CUel 

WqiiMW. BMfkl, to Binipin CMa 
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m *«> whether it w.. fewible. Mid in whet wey. to in^te 

the iMutetion of the areee betweea these rirere Mid to improve 
^TigetiM fwilities in the DheleswM-i. Buriffmig* mid the eiimeroee 
1^. The canalisaUon of the Dolei khal w«e also within the scope of 
the sMd inveetigetion. Rai Sailendra Nath Bannerjee Bahadur after a 
^tracted and comprehensive survey of the river conditions in thin 
diatrict submitted his final report in 1921. The Uolai khal 
scheme has since undergone several changes. 


4 short history of the khal will perhap.s be of interest. This khal 
^es off from the city of Dacca along the mouths at Babubasar and 
^ Barracks and after traversing a course of nearly seven miles falls 
into the river Sital-Lakshya »ui Trimohini khal and the Balu river. It 
passes through the heart of the city of Dacca, the sanitation of which 
depends to a large extent on this khal. The canal is at present no 
better than an elongated cess-pool receiving filth and affluents from 
hundreds of unserviceable privies and drains. Its canalisation is 
necessary not only for the improvement of sanitation of the city but 
also for facilities of inland trade and navigation. It is a matter for 
regret that this very important project has been treated by Oovemment 
with scant consideration. My esteemed friends the Hon’ble Mr. 
Naximuddin and Bai Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur did a good dent 
f« the furtherance of the scheme in their capacities as Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman, respectively, of the MunioipaKty of Dacca. Perhaps 
they will bear me out when I say that on account of the indifferenoe 
of Government and the delay in taking up its canahsation, the sufferingt 
of the people of Dacca are gradually on the increase. The residents of 
the city of Dacca who are primarily interested in this scheme brought 4 
to the notice of Oovemment times without number. Deputatiau 
waited on the successive Governors of the province and in the addresses 
of wnlcome presented to them pointed mention was made to it along 
with Other schemes of improvement but to no effect. The deputatioh 
that waited on His Kxcellency the Governor in March, 1926, placed in 
very clear terms the views of the repmsentauve aseooiations and local 
hodtes at Doom on the 13th May, 1926, he assured them that the 
amUer was being coneidered by Government. The agitation in favour 
of this schMoe was kq>t up by the passing of resolutions from time to 
tiina by tbe public bodies and associations of Dacca. 


In oomplnaoe with tbe requeet of Oovemment tbe mnaicipali^ 
anbmitted a statemat lowing the anwMt «f toll eoUeoted by the 
■■asoipaltty irini 19M to UMh Saptonibar, 1927, ammintiag to 
^ fiMOP- u • Ibttee, dntod % ^ Ootoher, HBTi Sni 8. ». 
Wtodnr lominaiM ^tMlt flf otitoia i»snlnjh|Ms whiii % 
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Imgfttum Departoimit vanted the Ifnnieipal Oornmnaitmen to dianttiJ 
These reselutions contained certain conditions which Oorarniiieiit 
sought to impose upon the municipality. On the 27th October, 1^^ 
the Municipal Commissioners considered the draft resolutions and 
adopted them with slight modifications. To expedite matters the 
Municipal Engineer was subsequently sent to Calcutta to intenriew the 
authorities of the Irrigation Department and explain to them the 
municipal requirements with special reference to the proposals made by 
Rai Bahadur S. N. Bannerjee but we are quite in the dark as to the 
fruition of the scheme. The figures compiled on inquir>' show that the 
scheme will be a paying proposition. The volume of traffic over the 
Dolai khal was estimated at 120 lakhs of maunds a year on the basis of 
an annual income of about Rs. 5,000 from the collection of toll. 1 hope 
the House will realise that my demand is not an extravagant one. If 
the scheme were given effect to, the estimated cost of it could be 
recouped from the revenue derived from the toll of the khal which is 
now about Rs. 5,000 per annum. Government are only to advance the 
capital cost of the scheme w^hich would be recovered from the increased 
income from toll as soon as the canalisation is completed. 

I may mention in this connection that the present condition of the 
Dolai khal is responsible in a large measure for the occasional outbreaks 
of epidemic diseases which take a heavy toll of the lives of the poor 
citisens from time to time. The Irrigation Department spends every 
year large sums of money for the improvement of rivers and other 
waterways of Western Bengal but little attention is paid to the river 
conditions of Eastern Bengal. Sir, I appeal to the members who 
represent the West Bengal districts in this House to take a sympathetic 
view of the question and support my resolution. 

The improvement of the khal is not only desirable from the sanitary 
and popular stand points but from the Government point of view as 
well. It will open up an area which remains inaccessible by boat for 
more than eight months in the year. Besides facilitating trade the 
khal will link up the Sital-Lakshya with the Buriganga thereby 
providing facilities for the speedy transport of police force by launch 
from the heai^piarters station of the district to the northern part of the 
Narainganj subdivision which may become necessary in these troublous 
times if emergency arises. It is also to be noted that if the Dolai khal 
is made navigable throughout the year, large volumes of water coming 
from the Lakshya river will check the rapid deterioration of the 
Buriganga. If, however, Government arc unable to take up the whole 
scheme immediately, then 1 would urge upon them to undertake the 
soheme partially so far as it relates to the city of Dacca. 

I may fidfther add in this connection that the members of the 
Irrigaiion Oommittbe visited Dacca winter before last and inqiected ^ 
Dolai khal. The importance of the canalisatjon of the khal was brought 



iMiiie to tliM lAd tWy tko ooirvhieed of its iiooessity. 1%« ddby 
In tftldfig op ^ schome Will reiiiilt in an inmtise of eftiinatio a» tlio 
tohie of land to He aequired i« going up steadily. 

' 1 think I have Heen able to impresi* upon this House the extreme 

urgency of the achcme and I hope I will have a sympathetic reply from 
i^e Hon'ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department. 

With these words, I commend (he resolution to the a<H?eptanoe of the 
House. 

8 p.m. 

Itai Bidmillir KEtHAI CHANDRA BANERdlt Sir, as ooe 
interested in the canalisation of the Dolai khal, 1 desire to say only a 
few words in support of the resolution moved hy my friend Mr. Baa. 
This resolution was tabled in the August session of the Council but at 
our (Mimmon friend, the ballot Ikix, was rather unkind to Mr. Baa, he 
did not get an opportunity to move it. 1 <lo not wish to go into the 
details of the scheme as they ar<^ well-known to (lovemment. What 1 
want is a definite assuranc e from the Hon'hle Member in charge of the 
department concerned that the scheme will he taken up without further 
delay. 1 may say in this t*onnection, Sir, that the sclteme has a 
chequered history behind it. The re];*ori submitted hy Hai Bahadur 
Sailendra Nath Banneriee fourlwn years ago was subjected to clot® 
examination and revision from time to time by the Chief Kngiaeer, 
Irrigation Department. Whenever the public and tlie municipality of 
Dacca pressed for it, the wamuli answTi was invariably rec*eived that 
the matter was * 'still under the consideration of Government.*’ It waa 
only a couple of years ago that the same answer was given to a 
reference made by the municipality. I hope the Hon’ble Mr. 
Nasimuddin, who dealt with the questicm as Chairman of the Munici- 
pality and who happily adorns (he ministerial chair to-day, will l>ear me 
out that the people of Dac'ca are tired of crying themselves hoarse over 
this question and it is high time (hat Government gave a definite 
indication of their attitude towards the projec’t. Mr. Addams William# 
bad been to Dacca on many a previous occasion in connection with the 
representations made hy the Dacca public to expedite the (completion of 
the scheme and also in connection with tbe visit of tbe Irrigation 
Committee in January', 1930, but nothing has practically come out of 
these visits. It reminds me of Cowper's famous words "Dupe of 
to-morrow even from a child." We are not prepared to remain in 
auspmise any longer. 1 pause for a reply. I know that the same old 
«rgum«ut, viz,, "financial stringency" will be advanced on this occasion 
also but are tbe Government in a position to say when tbeir financial 
oondiiion will improve? The present year may be an exception so far 
us tbe .finances of Government are concerned but there is absolutely no 
eotouse lor relegating tbe scheme to the musty archives of the Bengal 
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Becretamt all these years. We hare great faith in the Hon’ble Mr. 
Ohusnari, the present Member in charge of the Irrigation Department, 
whose solicitude for the good of the people is well-known and whoso 
desire for public benefit has manifested itself in yarions ways in 
connection with the administration of his department. 1, therefore,, 
hope that in view of the urgency of the question and having regard to 
the fact that it is closely connected with the sanitation and the inland 
trade of Dacca, our cry will not be one in the wilderness. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 


Tha Hon’bia Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: The resolution that 
has been moved has my sympathy and I may at once tell the member 
who has moved this resolution as well as Itai Bahadur Eeshab Chandra 
Banerji who has supported him that their request will no longer be a 
cry in the wilderness. It is perfectly true that this scheme waa 
examined in the past but during the last two years I can assure them 
my department has taken considerable pains over it, with the result 
that the proposal for canalisation of the Dolai khal has been adminis- 
tratively approved at an estimated cost of Its. 13,44,259. so that I think 
my friend the mover as well as the Rai Bahadur will admit that a great 
deal has ret^ently been done in this matter. We have now come to a 
stage which requires the inevitable provision of funds. The Rai 
Bahadur has already admitted that we are short of funds and it is 
obvious that Government cannot agree to accept the resolution because 
the terms of the resolution are that the necessary funds should be 
provided in the next year’s budget. It is evidently impossible. I 
would therefore advise, if I may, the mover to withdraw the motion, 
for even if it be accepted, it will not be possible to give effect to it. 


BtlNI SATYENDRA KUMAR DASs In view of the assurance given 
by the Hon’ble Member I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


OlastiSeatioii of politioal prisonors in Jails. 

Mauivi SYED MLALUDDIN HASHEMY: I beg to move that thfa 
Council recommends to the Government that all political prisoners 
placed in division III should be at once ranked at least as division 11 
prisoners. 

While I speak in ibis chamber I find myself always confronted with 
a twofold difficulty. Firstly, I am forced to speak in a language in 
which I am,, not proficient. When I stammer in the English language 
it excites VE£y own laughter not to speak of the condition of members on 
the other side. Secondly, members on Uie other side, pariioalarly the 
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Bon’Vle limbm m the Treaeufy BmcheS) are already prejudioed 
^againat loe regarding any queatioii aheut jaila, the reaaone for which I 
eannot explain. My propoaition is very simple for it will lead to 
peace. What I say in this oonnectton I say from my personal 
experience and if nobody believes it at least Mr. Hutchings will bear 
me out that I have got the experience — the hitter experienoe-~ol third 
class prisoners regarding their diet and clothing. I have been in the 
Alipore Central Jail as a third class prisoner, and every morning I had 
the opportunity of talking with Mr. Hutchings who then the 
Superintendent of the Jail. What 1 want is this: I want for the 
gentlemen and sons of gentlemen who are now in jail a little bit of more 
facilities regarding hnni and clothing. They have gone to jail not for 
any offence involving moral turpitude or for any offence for committing 
violence but they have gone there for holding certain political opinions^ 
for a certain code of principles, to liberate their own country. 

Firstly, I will l>egin with the clothings supplied to the third class 
prisoners and I admire the gentleman or gentlemen who have devise<l 
this design, the like of which I am sure cannot be found anywhere on 
the face of the earth. They are generally supplied with tme janptya 
which can hardly cover the shame of a prisoner; the cap that is supplied 
to them is of a peculiar nature and the kort4$ that is supplied to them 
does not generally exceed IJ cubic in length. They are supplied with 
one gamcha two cubits in length and two blankets, the like of which 
cannot be found in any market in Calcutta or in any market in India. 

Mr. R. H. HUTGHINOSs 1 may say that the member is mis- 
informed. The prisoners are supplied two gamdias and not one. 

Maulwi iYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Possibly it is supplied 
now, but I accept the statement of Mr. Hutchings. But I always got one 
gamcha. Will any gentleman deny that the gentlemen who are now in 
jail for political opinion do not use a pillow^ at their respective houses^ 
Will Mr. Hutchings tell me that third class prisoners get any pillow or 
any bed sheet or a bit of mustard oil for toilette P As soon as a gentle- 
man goes to jail his hair is cropped in a manner which I cannot describe. 
He looks like a peculiarly bald-headed man. 

Mr. R« H. HUTGHINQiS Bo I understand the member to say that 
bis ear is cutP 

Milfivi EYED MLALUDDIN HAtHEMYl No. I said hair. 


Mr. R. N. HUTONINCtt Oh, 1 beg your pardon. 
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IMnIM tYfD JALALUtWIN HMHillVt I cu say and I cMi 

the Hon’ble Mmber to i^rt that, if any geotloman who 
goes to jail to-day and is ranked in division III to-morrow if 
anybody 'visits him in the jail, he will not be able to recognise hiOi 
from his appearance. His rdiole appearance is changed. That this is 
the general condition in the jail, Mr. 1. L. Bannerjee will bear me ool. 

8-16 p.m. 

Now let U8 come to the diet question. Twelve pice is allotted per 
head per diem for that purpose for “C” division prisoners. I wiH not 
say anything about the shares which are generally taken by officers of 
the jail beginning from jailors down to warders. 

Mr* lit H. HUTCHINCS: On a point of order, Sir. Is the hon’ble 
member entitled to make allegations against Government servants in the 
jails ? 

Ilauivi SYED lALALUODIN HAtHEMYs I say these officets 
generally share in the diet allowance. I make bold to say that this 
thihg obtains in almost all the jails in Bengal. And I emphatically say 
that a Bengali middle-class gentleman — be be a Hindu or be he a 
Mussalman — cannot eat the diet that is given in the jails with any 
aense of taste or decency. Sir, the food that is generally served to 
political prisoners of division III consists mainly of vegetables, which 
are brought from the gardens of the jail. They gcjt half a chattak of 
fish on one day in the week, and for six days in the week they get 
vegetables only : they get dnnUiy sak, kala, thoi\ and snrh other things. 
I had to take that diet for four months, and I must confess here that I 
was forced to smuggle more decent food inside the jail in order to 
save iny life. (Laughter.) I can say that smuggling of that nature is 
rampant in every jail in Bengal — partic^ularly in the Alipore Central 
Jail, simply because people cannot live on that sort of diet. Can a man 
who has taken fish and meat throughout his life live on this sort of diet 
which is devoured by cows and other lower animals? A man must live 
and therefore he is sometimes compelled to have recourse to actions 
whl^h not supposed to be moral. My resolution is this: that 
political pt^floners should be placed at least in division II. Of course, 
Sir, I have not gone through all the sections of the Jail Code, parti- 
cularly those which have been recently framed. Had I time to go 
through the sections of the new Jail Code, I would have urged Govern- 
ment to place all political prisoners in division I instead of division II. 

Sir, another difficulty which is generally experienced by the 
prisoners in division III is that they are allowed only one interview 
every three months and also to write one letter every three months. 
They cannot interview any relative within three months for more than 
once. 
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KoW| Sir, I will relate 9ome facta ragardmg Aa of dant* 

Babu Surandra Mohan Moitra of Rajahaht, an 
a proiniiiont leader of Ao RajAahi diatrict, waa placed A division III* 
I have information, Sir, that hie motor-car ie used hy Ae Magiatrate of 
Ae diatrict. 

The Hon’lllt Sir PROVASH OHUNOER MITTERs May I corr^t 

an incorrect Ktatemeut made by the ape^akerP When this particular 
case came up before me, I ordered him to be placed in division I. 

Bibu 4ITENDRALAL BANNERilEE: Sir. the point is that he waa 
oriprinally placed in division HI. 

Miulvi 8YED dALALUDDIN HASHEMYs The point to which I 
u’a.s to (Iraw^atteiition was that his s<i« was placed in division I, 

while he was placed in division III. Another ^eutlemau, Captain Indra 
Nath (fupta. prohahlv a luemWr of the Indian Medical Service, waa aliio* 
placed in division HI, ami n(»w, probably, he has Ihhui placed in diviaioir 
H. Another ffentleiniui llahu Satya Charau Banuerji, twn of Rai 
Kumudini Kanta llanerji Bahadur, late Principal of the lAjshahi 
(\)llo^c, a young man who was trained in Kurope, was given division 
HI. Bubu Hein ('handra tlhosh. Secretaiy to the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee, was plu<ed in division III, while a clerk of that 
office got division I. Bahu Bepin Behari (languii, a Councillor of the 
Calcutta Corpijration, and a man of considerable education and standing, 
was placed in division HT. Another gentleman of Cnhuitta, Babu 
Bejoy Kumar Biswas, who is also a man of position and social status, 
was placed in division HI. I do not understand how a man who ia 
recommended by one Magistrate to he put in division 1, can he plm‘tHl 
in division H or III by another. One gentleman of Bagerhat who w^aa 
formerly recommended by the Chief Presidency Magistrate to be placed 
in division H, was placed next month in division i, by the orders of the 
District Magistrate of Khulna. That gentleman to his surprise found 
himaclf afterwards reduced to division III. Oenernlly the District 
Magistrate gets infonuation regarding the status of the prisoners from 
no less a person than the siih-iiisp<»ctor or the assistant siib-insiwctor of 
police. Suppose a man lielonging t<i Khulna is convicted in (hilculA. 
The Magistrate will gather information about his education and social 
atatus from the District Magistrate of Khulna. The District Magistral 
in hia turn will ask for such information from the suhdi visional ofll<ie? 
and Ae latter from the sub-inspector of poli<e. The mighty sub- 
inspector will not care to inquire into the matter personally but will 
place it in the hands of the assisAnt sub-inspector. If the Utter 
happens to bear any grudge against the gentleman, he will submit an 
adverse report. I cannot also understand on what information 
Qoverament lowers down the status of a man in jail when the District 
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M&g^trate has placed him in either division I or 11. Cbyenmient 
means here Hon’ble Member in charge of the Jail Department. €k>veni<* 
ment do not care to go into details. They make some inquiries from 
the mighty Criminal Investigation Department or some members of the 
Information Bureau, and that is how they decide the classihcation of a 
particular prisoner. 

Sir, my position is this. The Superintendent of every jail is a 
competent person to classify every prisoner according to his social 
position. The District Magistrate or the subdivisional officer or the 
police inspector can help him with information, if necessary. If you 
proceed in this way, I say that all this golnuil arising out of the recom- 
mendation of the District Magistrate or the trying magistrate or the 
police officer, and the final recommendation of Government, can be 
done away with. 

Now, Sir, one thing more and I have finished. Till lately there 
was a big line of demarcation between European prisoners and Indian 
prisoners. Now the former are placed in division IT. Sir, I think it 
was due to the sacrifice of Jatindra Nath Das of revered memory, 

TN Hoffl’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: On a point of 
order, Sir. The hon’ble member is referring to rules which were in 
existence long ago. We are concerned with the present rules. 

MiUlvi 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I am coming to that. 
What I was saying is that these vicious, barbarous and inhuman rules 
were changed after Jatindra Nath Das had sacrificed his life. 


Tilt Hon’blt Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The bon ble 

member is referring to things which obtained before the old rules were 
changed. We are not concerned with them now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When you are referring to the old rules, is it 
your intention to draw a comparison between them and the new ones P 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Yes, Sir. I should 
like to know what the intention of Government is in this matter. Do they 
want to see a repetition of the action of Jatindra Nath Das in the 
different jails of Bengal, or are they prepared to face mutiny in the 
jails like the ones which took place in the Itajshahi Central Jail and 
the Presidency Jail. There are two courses open to Government: 
either to platie all political prisoners in division I or II or face a mutiny. 
Government shonU at this moment, when there is so much agitation, 
at least tiy to improve the conditions now prevailing m the varioiis 
jails. Formerly, Sir, the magistrates, particularly those of Galontti, 
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recommended dirision I for political prisoners, and I know from personal 
Bxperience that Tolunteers, who were sons of gentlemen, were so 
treated when 1 was in the Alipore Central Jail. 


Tilt HM’blt Sir PROVASH GHUNDER HITTER: May I rise 
agwin to rectify a misstatement of the speaker.*' There was no such 
division as class I at that time. 


Maulwi 8YED JALALUDOIN HASHEMYs Bahu Jitendralal 
Bannerjee will bear me out whether almost all political prisoners were 
placed in division I or not. Now almost all political prisoners are 
placed in division III, and I challenge the Hon’ble Member to 
contradict what 1 have said already. I say that there is u motive 
behind this and that is to make them understand the rigours and 
horrors of jail life so that they may not do the thing again. If this is 
the object which Oovernment have in view, I submit tlmt they are 
bound to fail, as they cannot hope to bring these men under control, 
by making them realise the rigours and horrors of jail life, as they 
cx)urt impri.sonment voluntarily. The ultimate result will be either 
mutiny or hunger-strike. 


3-30 p.m. 

Well, I know the diet in the Alipore Central Jail is under the 
direct supervision of the officers concerned, but. in other jails of Bengal, 
for instance, in the district jail of Khulna and other district jails the 
food supplied to the prisoners (‘annot be eaten. Therefore my request 
to the llon’ble Meraber-in-charge is to incur more expenses on diet 
and clothing of the prisoners. 1 would request him to change the 
present form of jail kit. The kit that is now* supplied to them cannot 
cover their shame. The Mussalinau prisoners cannot sny their prayers 
w'ith the sort of kit that is supplied to them. My point is that the 
present form of jail kit should be (diunged. I wronder how a civilised 
Government can give this sort of kit to their prisoners. I quite know 
that prison-life is not a life of luxury', but a life of correc'iiou. If they 
want to correct their character they should not treat them in the way 
that they are treating them now. I would, therefore, request the 
Hon^ble Member in charge of Jails to place dirisicm III prisoners to 
division I, w’hich is the proper rank in which they should be placed, 
because in division II habitual prisoners of similar social status and 
education are ordinarily placed. In division I only political prisoners 
who are not convicted of any offence of violence or moral turpitude are 
placed. My point is that all political pri^ners should be placed in 
diviakm I. I therefore mmmmd my resolution to the acceptance of the 
Hoaseu 
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Mr* P« MNClUis Sir, 1 beg to more, by wey <4 $mm»4ment, thM 
in the motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Haehemy, Une for *^diTiiioa 
II* ^ ‘^division I** be eubetituted. 

My amendment is a very simple one. Mr. Hashemy, the mover of 
the resolution, has given you a vivid description of his experience of 
jail life. He has also told you that be has not gone through the present 
Jail Code, hut, Sir, I have done that and on looking into the Jail Code 
I find that there are three classes of prisoners, and they have been 
recently classified as division I, II, and III. Division I prisoner 
means u prisoner of high social status whose offence does not involve 
moral turpitude. Similarly division II prisoner means a prisoner of 
high social status, hut whose offence does involve moral turpitude. 
Division III prisoner means any kind of prisoner, provided his social 
standing is not very high. Now, where is the justification of classifying 
these political prisoners as division III prisoners? On a reference to 
the Jail ('ode I find that there is absolutely no justification for this; 
either you can clussify them as division I prisoners or division II 
prisoners. You have heard of the inhuman treatment that is meted 
out to these ]>risoner8 in the jails. Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has mostly 
referred to the incidents in the Vresideucy Jail which is termed as a 
jail for hliadralok cdass prisoners. There are many other district jails 
where thousands of prisoners are rotting, aixl if you refer to their diet, 
you will find that not even three annas but only 2 annas and 6 pies is 
spent on their diet. Their morning diet consists only of whi(‘h 

many of us may not know what it is. It means khud siddha, i.e., 
particles of rice and other grains. This is not fit for human consump- 
tion, hut can only be consumed by cattle. This is what is given to the 
prisoners in the morning. They might be offenders, hut after all they 
are human beings. They should not be treated as ordinary convicts. 
They are suffering for their own principle, hut they are men of high 
social standing and education, and it is to this class of people that the 
Bengal Government, one of the beat civilieed Governments, is giving 
food which is fit for cattle only. If you refer to the noon diet, you 
will see that it consists of coarse rice and only dol water, and only about 
two chaUftka of raw' vegetables are given. These vegetables mostly 
consist of only some thorf and similar other things. 

Mr* R. H. HUTOHINCB: Gn a point of order, SirP Is the member 
•peaking from his personal experience? 

Mr* R. tANERillS Yes, from the experience of my friends. The 
Secretary’s knowledge is (M>nfined to the papers before him, but be doet 
not know the actual state of affairs in the jails, and so be objected to 
Ibe statement made by Maulvi Jalaluddin Hashemy when be said that 
employes of the jail have a share in the prisoners’ diets. But that is an 
open fact. Then coiu^ the evening course which cossista ol aomia 
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atia which ia unsuitable for human consumptiun. You will find 
that these things which are sold in the baaar are invariably adultezmtiMl, 
They are given 2 annas 0 pies per diem for their food, but food worth 
that amount does not reach them. Therefore, you can imagine what 
<|uality of food is supplied by the contractors. It is all very good to 
say from the papers that gotnl clothing is given, but actually when it 
reaches the prisoners they do not get it. That is the complaint. It is 
not that Government are not paying or that we are not providing the 
money, but that the money is not properly spent, and we have no 
hesitation in saying that this administration of jails is rotten to the 
very core. That is the objection. Then in the evening meal the uttu 
that is given is not fit for human consumption. 

Tim Hon’lilt Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER; Sir, the 
resolution is that all political prisoners pIiummI in division HI should be 
at on<*e raukeil at bfast as division II prisoners, Mr. Baiierji’e 
amendment is that they should bo placed in division 1. He now gives 
a general description from his own idea of the diet that is given to 
ordinary prisoners. Is that allowed?' llis ease ref4T.s only to political 
prisoners. 

lira PRESIDENT: 1 think he i.H giving us a vivid picture of what 
actually occurs inside the jails. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: This is really the state of affairs prevailing in 
the jails, and if an,\ of us would go into the dtdails In* will find the 
state of affairs still more horrible and inhuman than I have just 
narrated. The Ilon’ble Member has suggested that I should (onfine 
my remarks only to political prisoners, but I would like to state that 
my object in narrating the whole state of affairs is to bring home to 
Government the actual condition of the C division prisoners. 

345 p.m. 

1 desire to say that this is the real state of affairs; and if anyone of 
us will inquire into details, he will find that the state of affairs is still 
inhuman. Sir, the Hon'ble Member-in-(^harge has suggested that I 
should confine my speech to the political prisoners. 1 am, as a matter 
of fact, speaking about C division prisoners who have not been guilty 
of moral turpitude and I say that they should not be given such sort 
of inhuman treatment. It is in the Jail Code that the classifying 
authorities will indicate the division in which a prisoner should be 
placed ^subject to confirmation or revision by the Govemnient. 

It has been contended that as soon a« a petition refgarding this comes 
from a priaoner, it is considered at once. Bui I say that magisimtes 
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4o not me their discretion in classifying prisoners in the Jail list Br. 
Barat Chandra Mnkherji, President of the Birhhum Congress Com- 
mittee, an L.M.B. with an income of Bs. 500 per month, was sent to jail 
and he was put into A division. Subsequently, when he was ai rested 
again for the alleged interference with the jK>lice in rsfgard to a Eaiha 
Jatra procession he was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment and was 
placed in classs 0; he is still in jail in class C. I can cite another 
instance. Here in Calcutta Mr. Jatindra Nath Biswas, an England- 
returned Engineer, is a C division prisoner. Another gentleman, a 
leading pleader of Berhoraptyre, Durjhati Bhusan Chatterji, President of 
the Bolpur Congress Committee, has been plated in C division. When 
Mr. (1. S. Dutt, District Magistrate of Birbhum, happened to inspect 
the jail he saw two or three C class prisoners — Dr. Narendra Nath 
Baiierji, President, Labhpur Congress Committee, and Mr. Basanta 
Bumar Banerji, a nephew of our colleague, Professor J. L. Banerji — 
suffering from hlood-vomiting, Reinal colic and other things. He felt 
for them and asked them to apply for placing them in the higher class. 
That was done. The application was sent to the Inspector-General of 
Prisons, It went through the usual authorities until it came to the 
police ami the police reported that they found it impossible to recom- 
mend a higher class for these prisoners. The result is that the 
district magistrate could not do anything. He told the prisoners that 
he was helpless in the matter and that he pitied them. That is the 
state of affairs and my resolution is to remedy this state of affairs. The 
olassification of prisoners practically rests with the police, though under 
the Jail Code it is the district magistrate who is responsible. What- 
ever recommendation might be made by the district magistrate, it 
depends entirely on the police report. It is all very well, vSir, to say. 
There might he one thing in the record but in pnictice it is quite the 
other thing. This state of affairs may he remedied. The Hon ’hie Mr. 
Prentice said the other day that British Raj is functioning here and 
not the Police Raj but we find in actual practice that it is the Police 
Raj which is functioning everywhere. Sir, I protest against the 
mhuman treatment which is being meted out particularly to the political 
prisonerti. They are suffering ver>’ much. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAYs Sir, at the very outset I 
desire to declare with nil the earnestness I command that the classifica- 
Hon of political prisoners is wrong and unconst'ionable at the very root 
of the idea. Because once you declare them to be ‘’political prisoners,” 
you can hardly label them as “aristocrat political prisoners,” “wmindar 
political prisoners,” “Barrister political prisoners” and “volunteer 
political pfwners.” Such a distinction has always been iniquitous, 
immoral and invi4ioua in the extreme. Is it not fair and right fw* afl 
^oee who have any the least scintiRa of claim to fairness and 
jusiies, to aodaim unequivocaDy that a “political prisoner” is a 
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^{K^ttical prisonAr** denuded for the tiiiie being of other c^neideretions 
imd outward extraneous trappings P It is the identical urge of i^nbUiBe 
patriotism that propels each one of these patriots who are branded as 
prisoners. 


All honest people must hold Uiat the gravity of the offence should 
be the sole criterion of classification, if classification there iiiui>t be. 
But I can cite numerous cases in which delinquents, who have merely 
offended against special enactments or ordiiiniices, for the sake of a 
noble principle, have been thoughtlessly placed in division III while 
those who have deliberately violated and trampled under foot the prince 
of Penal Code sections, have been put in division I. We must have 
the fairness to admit that the prisoners are not felons and criminals 
convicted of any lieinous moral offenco or actnised of any moral 
turpitude. So, all of these men should l)e placed in one class olone^ 
the ‘Apolitical prisoners division.” But if there must needs be n classi- 
fication, let there W only divishnis I and II. Only political prisoners 
of outstanding social, educational and professional eminence slumld be 
assigned to division 1. As I have said already, there is every likelihooil 
of grave injustice being inflicted in making the classificafious. Suppose 
there is a brother who is a leader of a district Bar whom yoti put in 
division I whereas his own brotlier, because he is not a pleader or a 
doctor, will be clapped into division III though their wntial respect- 
ability is the same. If this is not injustice and hardship 1 do not know 
what it is. 


Sir, this duty of classification of political prisoners has nff(»rded to 
the magistracy and the subordinate judiciary of the land, I should not 
say, a pleasant pastime, but certainly has clothed them with brief, 
little irresponsible authority, autcKTatic jmwer and non-chaluiit wide 
discrimination. And when a grievance is made and a protest lodged 
in the press and in this House, the powers that Im* would make light 
work of it by saying at once that the matter should have been rejwried 
to the authorities concerned, say, the Member in chuitge of the Jail 
Department. Now, Sir, it is a very strange and no less <lelicious 
remark for the tin-gods to pronounce. Well, if it is tnie that hard 
words break no bones, none the less is it patent that the harder and 
harsher lot of division III political prisoners is not calculated to break 
the back-bone of the self-less patriots who reckon no suffering and no 
aac«rifice as bm great. And how ran we bring ourselves to believe that 
Hie Government of Bengal have not suffered a total bankruptcy of 
etatesmauship if they impress us with unabashed credulity the necessity 
«f petitions and prayers to the powers that be from these convicted 
patriots for a little amelioration of their jail life, for a little lightening 
61 the burden P It is indisputably true Hiat they are above the meanness 
And Hie slavish attitude, aye, the weird megalomania of first violating 
ihe lawless laws promulgated by a fiat and an ukase and nett bowing. 
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kow-towing and kioaing ike dnst for a litUe laTonr and « 
ligligibta raUef bsy linker olaaaificatum. 01 far different stuff are tka 
konourable political workers and non-violent, clean fighters of Bengal 
made. It is inconceivable to the meanest intelligence that these heroes 
should appeal to the authorities with folded hands and thus cover 
themselves with humiliation. But the authorities, if they desire to 
describe themselves as members of a civilised Government, have 
perforce a duty to themselves, a duty to this Council and to the country 
whose best interests it is their clear privilege to promote. If these 
patriots refuse to he demoralised and humiliated, the door is not barred 
for the advisers of His Excellency the Governor from saving themselves, 
froin the ac(‘usation of l)eing themselves demoralised by showing a 
vindictive attitude and the reproach of callous injustice and calculated 
harshness. Sir, 1 support this resolution and submit that so far as 
political pri.Houeis are concenied division III should l)e altogether 
abolished. As regards the lady satyagrahic workers, is it not a sacrilege 
to imprison these messengers of heaven inside prison barsJ^ Is it not 
a dirty shame that these heroic and noble ladies have been put to 
shameful and incredible cruelties at places? For them there should be 
no talk of jail life, no mention of classification at all. 

4 p.m. 

Ofi NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I am at a disadvantage 
when I rise to speak on this resolution because I have never been inside 
a jail, as a prisoner I mean. I am afraid if I transgress the limits of 
caution Mr. Hutchings will <dn© down upon me from the one side, and 
Mr. Jitendralal Bunuerjee from the other, atrcusing me of talking al)out 
things of w'hich 1 know nothing. I think the safest course would be for 
me to |Miiut out the erroix of Mr. Jalaluddin Hasheiny. lie has brought 
forward this motion upon the assumption that ptditical prisoners are 
not ordinarily lawless men. But has he not heard it pi-onouuced on the 
highest authority, from the mouth of the Prime Minister himself, that 
civil disobedience is simple lawlessness, but I c 4 innot conceive that Mr. 
Ramsay MuoBonnld said more or less what was put into his mouth by 
tire auther^ti^ here. However, I believe that is the attitude of the 
authorities here, that civil disobedience is lawlessness and lawlessness 
is a crime, and that crime should be punished hy putting persons in 
jail. Well that is the case, and on the last occasion the Hon ’hie 
Member in charge of Jails told us that prisoners must be dealt with in 
accordance with sound penological principle. Well, Sir, I have never 
been inside a jail, nor been in charge of a jail and have had no 
opportunity of being familiar with penology or criminolog>’. But I 
know that th^ere are certain principles on the basis of which crimes a^e 
punished. It is s^id that the fundamental principle of punishment of 
ortme is either correction of the prisoner or the prevention of crime* 
W^ell at is suggested that these people cannot be oorreoted hy putting 
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into inil. All that w% con do it to prtveni the oommiMioo of 
ilnioo by tboflo ineiii and if that is tho only loason^ thay should not ba 
with more harshly than is neoeesary just for tho purpose of 
lawfontiiigr them committing crime. If that is so, one would expeet 
lhat those political prisoners who are convicted and are detained should 
not be made to suffer more hardships than they are used to in their life 
outside the jail. I suppose it is on this principle that Maulri Ryed 
Jaialuddin Hashemy has moved his resolntion. But he forgets that as 
a matter of fact there is a third sound criiiiinoldgif'el principle. People 
are punished not merely for correction, not merely for the prevention 
of crime, but in some manner to satisfy the desire for vengeance on the 
part of the person wronged. Well, Sir, students of the histor>^ of 
criminal law are aware that all laws and criminal Inar in particular, 
arise out of this primitive instinct of vengeance. On this was framed 
the famous law of lextationis — the maxim of “an eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth” and it is even now recognised as a sound principle 
that the man whom >xm punish should be punished so that the person 
wronged will have his desire for vengeance more or less satisfied. If 
you take that principle, then there is nothing wrong in what is being 
done. If you take into consideration the spirit of vengeance and the 
desire to punish, if that is the moving spirit, it is possible to understand 
the sentences, and the clnssificntion which have been imposed in w^m© 
cases. Take, for instance, the case which came to the personal notice 
of the Hon’ble Member, the glaring wrong of which was rectified here. 
The case to which reference has been made is the case of Rurendra Nath 
Moitni, a very respectable pleader of Rajshnhi, wbo, ns Maulvi Syed 
Jalaluddin Hasbemy bns informed the House, owns a motor car. The 
offence of which he was charged was a very serious one. Putting it into 
common language, it was that of assaulting His Majesty’s table, because 
be had just removed a table which the police had placed in a particular 
place, to another, and for this assault on His Maje.sty’s table, wbat do 
you expect as a punishment? Well, if you judge the criminality of 
the act, the man would be sent off home; if you judge on the principle 
of correction there was nothing in it to coirw t, but there was the other 
principle. He had given .serious offence to the local authorities there. 
Unless he was severely punished, unless he was made to feel that he 
was punished, there was no sense in sending him to jail. By placing 
him in division III you satisfied this spirit. It is Ho doubt true that 
Government themselves have provided certain rules, and as a matter 
of fact, as Maulvi Syed Talaluddin Hashemy has pointed out, in the 
earlier days of the civil disobedience movement most of these people irere 
according to these rales put in division I. Well it may be that from 
a sense of glaring wnrong committed in one case or in a fit of 
generosity Government made a virtuous resolution. Nobody expects 
'bmnaif beings to stick to virtuous resolutions for all time. Ciroum- 
atances change, and it may be that the HonTile Mr. Marr might pull 
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up the Governraent, he might object that thie claeeifieation of prieouera 
meaus too much expense; a hundred diSereut circumstances there may 
be which are locked up in the hearts of those who are entrusted wifk 
the secrets of Government about which we have not the slightest 
knowledge. In the early days the rules were stricay adhered to They 
are not so now. I know my hon^ble friend the Member-in-charge wiU 
say that this is not so. I think it is the sheerest pretence to say that 
this IS not so. I will add one more to the examples given by Maulvi 
Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. In my own constituency in the town of 
Tangail a batch of young men, not only very young men but men 
between the ages of 17 and 40 were sent up for trial for au offence for 
which I should say they could not be convicted. For the ofifence of 
hiring khemselves out as volunteers for picketing, and at a time when 
the picketing Ordinance had not come into force. These men were tried 
at Mymensingh. I happened to know a great many of them; all of 
them came from very respectable families, and some of them from very, 
very good and prosperous families, and what do you think they had 
done? They were found sleeping one night in the house of Babu 
Aniarendra Nath Ghosh who was a member of this House, and who was 
then in jail. His house was also the Congress office and all that has 
been proved against these men is that that they were there. That was 
the only evidence against them, but some of them, not all, had been 
also involved in picketing wine shops, a very laudable object I should 
say, on one or two previous occasions, and for ibis offence these persons 
were not only imprisoned, but with the exception of one all of them 
were placed in division HI. That one person happened to owe his 
promotion to the fact that the subdivisional officer who gave evidence 
in the C4»8e knew him personally. There were other persons who Mere 
equally respectable, equally honourable, and they were all placed in 
division III. If on the face of all these facts the Hon’ble Member 
pretends that these rules have been adhered to, and a discretion 
exercised in the classification on absolutely rational grounds, I should 
•ay he is playing with Mords. He has chosen to keep himself in 
ignorance of the facts. I challenge him to examine all the cases of 
impjrlsonmeot of political prisoners, and as an honest man, I would ask 
him to hio hand on his breast and say that as a matter of fact that 
men who ought to have been placed in division I have not been placed 
in division II. I do not say that political prisoners should be treated 
differently from other prisoners because they are political prisoners, but 
I say that if you are administering the penal law on any sound 
principles, you have no right to say that persons who have committed no 
crime known to civilisetl jurisprudence should, not only be convicted but 
treated as common thieves. That is my contention and I believe that 
on principle of penology, criminology, or any other “logy,*' this treat- 
ment of these pepple cannot be justified. I know it is perfectly true 
that there are a few political prisoners, who are not of the better elaasea 






do not beloiig to tlio hhadmhh cba9, they do not livt liite them-^ 
are a few Sonthab for instance — but they are very few. Tbe 
of these people belong to a class who have lived outaide the jntla 
Ifi a manner far superior to the position allotted to them in jail. 


4*15 p.m, 

Mni dITENORALAL RANNERiIRE: 1 disclaim most earnestly 
the character of expert or authority that has been sought to be foisted 
upon me. I am neither an expert nor an authority, and my knowledge 
of jails is liuiiteil. But I do claim that, when 1 was in jail, I 
exercised my eyes and ears; and I make it u {mint to use language 
as precise as may be possible. On this occasion 1 shall go further than 
my friend Mr. Hashemy and support the amendment of Mr. P. 
Bauerji. But in 8Up(>ortiiig (he amendment of that gentleman, it is not 
necessary that I should bear him out in all iha wild and whirling 
statements that he has made. Mr. Banerji has said that the treatment 
meted out in jails is horrible and inhuman. Bui I may just tell you 
in so many words that it is nothing of the sort — it is neither horrible 
nor inhuman. So far as ordinary prisoners are concerned, it has been 
found that at least 05 per cent, of them — I am using the language of 
studious moderation, the figure is sure to W higher still, nearer OO* 
per cent, than 05 per cent. — hut at least 95 per cent., when they (‘ome out 
of the jail, wine out improved in weight. If the treatment had been 
horrible or inhuman, this could not have been so; and this applies, not 
simply in the case of ordinary prisoners but in the case (»f politi(>al 
prisoners as well. I know of one political prisoner who put on 48 pounds 
in the course of two years. So it is idle to say that the treatment in (he 
jails is inhuman. Condemn the thing on other grounds if you will, 
but do not condemn it in the plenitude of your ignorance — coming 
to the substance of the amendment, I have already taken up the matter 
with many members of the House and shall take it up with Govern* 
ment as well — that there is absolutely no justification for placing 
political prisoners in division II. According to your own rules, mlea 
contained in section 625 A of the Jail Code — for the time being I am 
not concerned with the question as to whether the rules have been 
wisely devised or not — but according to the Qovemment’s own rules^ 
political prisoners must be classed either in division 1 or in division 
III; they cannot be classed in division II. Now I shall proceed to- 
elaborate my reasons. What is the basis of classification at present P 
Prisoners belonging to the lower classes or to the lower middle class go- 
automatically to division III, irrespective of the nature of their 
ofence. On the other hand people belonging to a htgbeir class, people 
who are accustomed to a superior mode of living, to use the language 
of the jJTail Code — go automatically to division I or division II. Thus, 
•o far as social status is concerned, there are divisions I and 11 on the 
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tM dde a&d diTisioa III dn tiba oilier. Him h m imaginary lino 
Ilf demarcation aa it were: fieople ImIow this li&e go to tke %ird 
diTieton, while people ahore this line go to divisiolis 1 and ll( It 
may bs asked — what then is the point of distinction between class 
I and class IIP It is here that the nature of the crime comes in. 
I'hose who belong to a superior status of society and at the same time 
have committed an offence involving cruelty or moral degradation go 
to division II, while those who belong to the same superior daas of 
MH.^ty but have not committed any offence involving moral turpitude 
-»to use a convenient phrase — they go to division I. I know thSt 
there is a subtle, logical sophism upon which Mr. Hutchings will geek 
to trip me up. He will say that these people are eligible for division 
I or II as the case may be-~and not that they will automatioaliy go to 
division I or II ; that is the logical point he will make. But if a 
person is eligible for division I, my contention is that he mutt he 
placed in division I, unless reasons, cogent and valid, can be shown 
to the contrary. Such being the case, political prisoners, inasmudi 
at» their offence does not involve any element of moral turpitnde, must 
be placed, according to the d^ail Code itself, either in division I or in 
division III. 

I’hen comes the question: Is there any justification at all why 
political prisoners should be placed in division TUP You admit that 
the offence of these political prisoners is a technical one; it may be 
against the law of the land and it may even be punishable with death 
or transportation for life; but no one pretends that it involves any 
element of moral degradation. After nil, what is the offence charged 
against these political prisoners? That they liave loved their country, 
not wisely but too well, not having regard to their own interests but 
to the sacred interest# of the mother land. For that you can punish 
them and you do punish them, you do keep them within jails, but 
what right have you to herd them with thieves, robliers and ordinary 
criminals? Therefore, my contention is that all political prisoners as 
euch must be placed in division I. You will perhaps say that it 
would be costly and involve more expenditure: but will the money 
come from England, from your pockets or from any foreign country? 
Ifo: It is the taxpayers of India who will bear the burden ; and I can 
apeak foV thbm that, if yon put up the expense, they will bear this 
additional expense as well. But even this excees of expenditure will 
not be necessary. The contention of political prisoners throughout 
has been — and on this point, I am in entire agreement with my 
friend Mr. Shanti Shekhareawar Ray — ^their contention througlmut 
has been—nihat they do not want any discrimination made between 
Ibemselvea. All that they want is that they should be placed in the 
same claaa-Tcall it special class or political class, or whatever it may 
be. At pi^ront you allow the princely sum of annas M daily for lid 
divieion poKtIoit prisoners. If you think this too mudi, reduce it, 
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it 8 uiiias, 7 anaas or 6 aimaa jQit ai yon lilca. Bai» always and 
evai^ j)oi]it, boar two coasideratiom m miad. First of alti 
#«ipgato political prisouem and, socoodly, put thom all in tbo aanio 
wdiSa* l)o away with the invidious systam of clmuiifioatioa that now 
Elista. 

1 think I have aubetantiated my first point, mt., that political 
prisoners should be pot either in class I or class III, and I have given 
^sogent reasons also in support of my contention that there is no jnsti- 
^cation for placing them in division III. 

In this connection, there is just one word more that I should like 
to say. Much time has already been spent, and perhaps more time 
will be spent in future, in talking about political prisoners. But this 
is wholly unnecessary, and I appeal to the members of this Council 
to think of another aspect of this question of jails. Political prisoners 
are vocal, perhaps more vocal than we ourselves are, and they know 
bow to take care of themselves. But there are others who are utterly 
hopeless and helpless, and who can make only a dumb appeal to our 
sympathy and compassion. They are those whom my friend has <H)m- 
prehensively descril»6d ns thieves and robbers. After all, political 
prisoners are only a passing phrase. To-day they may be in jails, 
to-morrow they will not lie. But these other prisoners, 30, (KK) of them, 
will always he there. Jjet us not forget that they too are human and 
that they have souls to be saved. Of them it can be truly said that they 
are rotting in jails — not of political prisoners: for the |>o)itical 
prisoner, in the darkest chamber of the prison-house, is cheered, 
upheld and sustained by burning faith in his causa. But so far as these 
common prisoners are concerned, there is no ray of hope, no ray of 
sympathy, to cheer and sustain them in their desolation. T<et us 
apare s«)me thought, some attention, some sympathy for them, and I 
may assure my friends that the time so spent will not have been spent 
in vain. 

Maulvi ABUL KABEM: I must tell the House at the outset that 
I have every sympathy with the mover of the resolution and close 
eympathy for the people for whom he speaks. But at the same time 
I must say that I speak with a certain amount of diffidence because 1 
lack that personal experience which some of my friends possess in 
tbis matter. I certainly think that it is wrong to classify prisoners 
•on any basis other than the nature of the crime committeil by them. 
•Sir, we have been told by several speakers that there should not be any 
•distinction between the xamindar, the monied man and the poor man 
who are both offenders, and the claMification should be mainly based 
on the nature of the offences. My friend, the mover of the resolution, 
has said that political prisoners are in jail for no other offenc.e than 
that they bold a particular political I en^rely.^ agree with 

liim Ibat the people who are in jail simply for no qth«r offence than 
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mLi, mnAi vtt miiitd wdi m iium k fimi* f «r In. vh 
ilMy I riMiad (k SodM tlM Hm m i«dpe m art iUy Md % 
^puti(!alkr fmlStidKl tdgMfy Of %ii1t ivlid III 

^ tlKm> pim ^ Ute 

wo have been told that a large number of such prisoneri are iNH 
ffeat harddflip in this way. H that be s6, 4i ilkx^M ba and 

I appeal to the Treatucy Benchee t6 lo6k into thie mhlitr hui Mc aa o 

instincts. But I would nlso like to draw the attentkm of ^e IBbtuo 
to the fact that many of my COuntryitten hre akgnlded and ha^ gbt 
this idea into their heads that a visit to Hie Majesty’s jail is nbso^ 
lute)y necessary for the establishment of the stamp of patnothmi, and 
also to impi^ upon the tioiise that there is as it wm a erase asBon^ 
tliem to go to jail. Of course those of them who are sent there only 
for technical ol^encei should be treated with res|>eci but there am 
others who, following the creed of non-violence, have actually bems 
guilty of violence more or less end tor the safety of the people I think 
*Bome punishment should be meted out to them who are iruilty of 
violence. We have been told that a large number of youn^ men 
bdionging to the bhadralok elass are in jail, but there is a continuous 
propaganda inciting these young men to seek shelter in the jails. I 
have said that I have no experience of jail Hfe but I know something 
of the district jail at Burdwan — fortunately for us there are no 
political prisoners there — ^where at one time political detenus wem 
k^t and 1 can speak without fear of contradiction that the gentlemen 
who were kept there for a fhw days became a source of great trouble* 
not only to the jail authorities hut to the District hfagistrate as well,. 
M much so that we had to appeal to Oovemment — and this appeal all 
the non-oftcial visitors to the jail had to sign — to remove them from 
the Burdwan jail to some other place. As regards treatment in jaif 
jMr. J. ty, 'Bannerjee, who has personal experience in the matter, has 
said that it is wrong to say ^at they are inhumanly treated there. 
I must make it clear that we cannot expect jails to be converted mom 
or less into public resilfuiulits. I feel, ‘Sir, Ihift fife HWy fact the* 
prisoners are cdhftiied tritAiin the fouir Widls of u jail is u suffieieiit 
^punishment, but in h majority of ca^ the punishment h sdUglit hgr 
the persOBS tiMiSelvee. 

*8it, t mUMy dieepipfuye of meeibrei 'Oimfurnm fMee fe 
1l«6h ofeuees ptckuif^ ($t lleMifii|r ^rfmilM fffeUM. 

fMe iMmm be lAoMmd is soeb is they cih, for 

bf ivbe IM bbo^ 

bm idbd ^ iRm Iheie iseiiiimi pimblgited viMte MNiii bid 
yo 4o |sfl, Id diit ft taty be isifd in i sMuie Mm* 

fefr^eteini^^ 
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Mb MMMIOiilTf JLbiokitdsr i M«t jpoibt #iii 

MW Haemrng oI falitioftl psumm in jiiflt |M|d 

hoC «Bluii Imm or ordliMooeB OoronuiMit hw |iromlg»tod or xm^ 
iwiwwii^li ieMoltor^ Urn litilri Sakob fanii maSm hmtdi 4# j^e 

itartiii AllM. KAtEM^ In ^¥»n£iiiag binBolf to tbo moliiliaii 
I moaiit to show that a lai|^ nombtr of poopla go to jail of tbeir omm 
mairing, and oraato dliiturbaiioe« in tka ooimtxy. 

pja. 

Ufa PRESIDENT^ I find ^rraat diifirnity in following you. Art 
jou supporting the motion or opposing it? Tou saam to hmathe hot 
and cold at the same time. (Laughter.) 

Mailtvi .AlUL KAtEM: I ha%’e to express my opinion on this j»fo- 
liition, and it wiU suit either party as they will take it. (Laughter). 
What I say» Sir, is that I do not approve of the (3lassificaiiQn of 
pxisiiners at all, and tlierefore I oppose this resolution whic h seeks to 
placeman political prisoners ol the third class in class II. At the same 
time, 1 support tl^ principle of the resolution. 1 would, hoaever, 
appeal to my countrymen to give up the idea of ^jroing to Jail, and wo 
in this House should show our disapproval of the methods adopted by 
the present political prisoners. Of course, it is our dpty to treat the 
prisoners well, but it is equally our duty to see that this contagion of 
seeking prison -life is removed. 

Witii iihese wrords, Sir, I oppose ibis resolution. 

Mil iimm tmANMA hay ONOWDHUIIYI sir, I wMii 
to say a few words on this resoiuiion. I have not been able to under- 
stand the classification system in the light of the Jail Code and also 
in the light df the decision of the Oovemment of India. It kus been 
•aid by ntylion'ble friend to ray left that some of the prisoners, fatten 
*tiiey come out ctf jdl, do not lose their werifbt. And Mr. Hutobings, 
who is ever ready to enliifhten us on it!] jafl ^matters and sporea 
kimsdlf no trodble, has dlso informed me that as a matter of fact twmie 
df tbeae pofiiiiedl prisoners, #beii they came out of jalhi, were found 
'1o%aTe gained m weight. 1 am sure there is no temptation for many 
*df ns to go ^ even in spite of that. We have been tdld by the 
9oik*hle Vanihev^Qk^dmrge as regards the supply of oil, moaqnito 
onttains, die., ^^t it does not matter so long as it does not affect the 
%aallh •primmm, Unt, Sir, 1 4lnd ill ^at the Oovemmeot of 
^dia'hnve lafdMni itdhai in Hn matter of okMi£mUoa of pmoaom, 
Almir a es ial niatas, odnectaon, haUto df life, etc., should be taken Into 
omiMiii .A o c ar i ing to the dactasaiiiSditiie .Qoferiiii^ of India, di Ji 
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not only the health of the priBonere that has to he looked after, but 
that the prisoners, who come from the better classes of the people, 
should be given better treatment and placed in higher classes. If 
that be so, if the matter is to be placed beyond the pale of controversy, 
I submit that really all those prisoners who are placed in division III 
should be placed in division II or division I, according to the 
principle laid down by Government of India. I think, Sir, that the 
principle enunciated by the Government of India and the 
principle underlying the Jail Code should be brought into conformity 
with each other. It is a fact beyond dispute that most of the political 
prisoners in Bengal belong to the better class of society, and their mode 
of living is certainly superior to that of ordinary class of convicts who 
form the bulk of the class III prisoners. And, as a matter of fact, 
the application of this principle, or rather the non-conformity with 
the principle laid down by the Government of India, has in many 
cases resulted in the deterioration of the health of the prisoners. 
Political prisoners almost generally were accustomed to the use of 
mosquito-curtains and oil before going to jail. One instance will 
suffice to show how they suffer in jail. In the Erishnagar Jail three 
political prisoners were attacked with a malignant type of malaria, 
and two of them succumhed. Two out of three Sir, in Bengal 
malaria is the one disease against which the greatest precautions should 
he taken, and to that end it is imperative that the prisoners should be 
provided with mosquito-curtains. When you profess to be so solicitous 
aliout the health of the prisoners, you should improve tha conditions 
now prevailing in the jails in these matters. Simply hecause you 
yourselves are satisfied with the standard of weight, it does not follow 
that all is well in all other respects with the prisoners. It must be 
said and said with great emphasis that the principle of classification is 
wmiig, that there should not lie different classes in jails for people 
who belong to the saiiio |K>liticnl camp, who suffer for the same crime 
— /he crime of patriotism. Glaring instances have been brought to 
light of persoBi deserving to be placed in class I being placed in 
class II or class 111, thereby giving a long i-ope to the agitators. If 
the instances I’ited are really true, then there is no getting away from 
the cottolayion that this clasaification ought not to be there. It is 
vicious in principle, and it is still more vicious in its application. 
This is a matter which the Hon’ble Member-in-charge should takq 
seriously into ac(*ount. The rules have got to be changed on account 
of the widespread discontent and irritation which they have given 
to among all classes of political prisoners. I take it, Sir, the Govern- 
ment of Indiia, when tliey laid down the new principles, were actuated 
by a desire to meet the grievances of these persons who went to jail 
not from #ny selfish motive but out of the highest moiivet of 
patriotism, but the rules framed have not succeeded in removiiif them. 
A revision of tie rules has, therefore, become ui^eat and imperaitive. 
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Etmi, witkout making any changes in the rulea, X think that ih4 
Bon’fale Member has it in his power to do a great deal in order to 
alleviate the sufferings of these prisoners and make life a bit more 
tolerable for them, for it is in his jK>wer to provide these prisonei^ with 
•uch bare necessaries as mosquito-cnrtains, oil, etc., and possibly, with 
pillows and may affect some changes in dress and clothing. It is an 
object-lesson in inequity and injustice to see differential treatment ]»eing 
meted ont to prisoners guilty of the same offence: while one prisoner 
is allowed to have his usual dress, another is compelled to use jangins, 
shorts and kvHas. That is a spectacle which is verj^ unedifying and 
does not redound to the credit of the Government. I think, Sir, that 
where it is possible to make any change in the rules, it should be done 
at once, in view of the widespread feeling prevailing in the country 
and where it is possible to remove the rouses of complaints without 
such changes, the same should be done without the least delay. 

Mr. R. H. HUTCHINGS: Sir, in the si>oc<'hp8 that have been made 
on this rcHolution, more than one suggestion has been made to Govern- 
ment as to bow they sboubl regard the edassifieation system and tho 
principles on which it should be bused. Hut the resolution itself 
recommends that all political prisoners placed in division III should at 
once be ranked as division II prisoiuTs and that is the (|uestion before 
us. We are not asked to consider any other way of dealing with the 
classification system. To me it is somewhat a matter of surprise that 
this particular resolution should have hc^en brought forward by a 
member who wan very vociferous the other day in ndusing Government 
the necessary money to segregate p<diti<’iil prisoners by placing them in 
additional spc<iul jails. It is a very curious thing that one day he 
should he refusing money tcj provide additional jails for political 
prisoners and on another day pressing for the classification of all 
political prisoners in a liigher class. I do not undcrstatHl whether he 
means to he taken seriously or not, hut it .seems to me that the House 
cjiimot take him w^nously. However, Sir, other sp<*akers have tried io 
express dissatisfac'ticm which they felt as to the way in w^hich the 
existing classification system had in practice operated. First of all I 
would like to tell the House what Ooveminent regard as the l)asio 
principle underlying this classification system. It is the proposition 
that the jail treatment for various classes of prisoners, while avoiding 
any tendency towards extravagance, should be sufficient for the main- 
tMiance of the health and strength of the prisoners concerned. That is 
the ideal which we set before ourselves when we began to consider this 
classification system. 

Wm IMITItH CHANDRA RAY ONDWOHURYs l^y 1 know 
whether the ntlea were framed in conformity with the principle kid 
down by the Hovernmmit of IndinF 
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Mr. «. H. HUTOHINQt: Sir, I am not at the moment referring to 
the rwrahe of the deliberatione with the Government of India regarding 
the Olaeaification eyetem. J am telling the Houee the angle from whidi 
the Government of Bengal approached this problem. 

445 p.m. 

At the same time I may tell the House that it was never the 
intention of the Government of India to classify people according to 
motive. 

The resolution before the House speaks of political prisoners. 
It says that all political prisoners should be placed in division II. 
Although so many members spoke on the motion, there is no one who 
indicated to me what he means by political prisoners. I know perfectly 
well what is meant generally hy political prisoners. But in such a 
matter you cannot deal in general terms. What is meant by political 
prisoners? How are you going to define them? 

BalNI dlTENDBALAL BANNEBilEEs Those who are cared for hy 
the Political Department as distinct from the Jails Department. 

Mira Wa Ha HUTOHlMCSa Well, there are many who will say that 
the dominating factor is motive ; the prisoner has done it not for personal 
gain or personal greed hut for some principle. Well, I say that if we 
take this as the criterion, you may say that the cooly who steals for a 
starving wife and children, his principle is no less plausible than that 
of the man who goes to jail hy breaking the salt law. Be that as it 
may, nobody has for the purpose of classification ever succeeded in 
giving us a clear-cut definition of political prisoners. I personally 
believe that it is impossible to do so. Fntil that is done, I do not see 
how Government can possibly accept this resolution. 

Our object has been to provide as far as possible the means of 
treating people of different grades of life in such a manner that timir 
health «ll4 strength should be maintained, that they should not be 
subjected to undue hardship, and that on the other hand we should not 
be too lenient or the expenses incurred too great. Individual cases of 
apparent hardships have been quoted, but there are thousand oases in 
which I can show that Government have been perfectly oorreoi and 
have indeed been liberal, but we ara not discussing individuil oaaas; 
we are discussing the system. Personally I do not think it can poaaibly 
be said that the treatment of prisoners even in division III is aueli as to 
cause seriomi hardship. I do not know whether my friend from 
]iy]iieiising)i witl^ forgive me for again resortiag to flgitret« but all I 
nan say is |hat !f he cares to read the Jail AdmkiistmtioB Eeport at 
last year, he will find that the mortality in jails was 1211 per asiBa aa 



two 


nmmmmm. 


m 


^ m nwtti. mi C«^U% 
<d m {M» wilk. Wa iUl O^r. «l diMtf 

iate|i4aJM)e n(^| io potliiic^l pri^oiiw hfi 
m^Mfy oaiivict« ia cUTiakui III i« extramf^v aatiirfi^iory. Wa oftii 
«ha.w ym %we*, igvi/m wkicU asa ^acu iui4 not t^radiaead ^ 
purpoia «( tWa deWw, wkkh wiU mviki p»^va iIm^^ wa piaiptaia 
faiacMnara at a ataadard es^aaibr twW aa aa tW ra^t al Ui^ i^vinoa 
yaaaiaUy aad aeavly tKfae timaa bigb aa ti^a town id Oak'utMi. It vmy 
W aaW tl»at we are refwiwf to ofdiaarv v**i«uaal«» bvt Uwy Jiava 
atazaaclis aad taniFa ju«i the aaiae ao ae aad the laaa who happawt 
to haye coiroinittod a t rime ia aot ihyrehy excluded Um the ofdiaa^ 
operatioae of aatujpe. Yau my aay that the yoiintr meo who are aaw 
ia jail are not aocuetoined to the saioo hind of food and tieaiment. 4a 
io that I would reply hy quoting the Sgufea from the special jails : — 


/>yw-/>OJn Specud Jail. 


Mortality 

Sickness 

A’ umber who gained in weight 


Nil. 

415 per rent. 
7531 ifsr cent. 


Hijti Additional Special Jail. 

I'be igures here are not pepcentage %ures hut actual Hgures : — 


Number who lost weight ... ... •• 144 

Number who gained weight . . • . . 4?d 

Mortality ... ... ... ... Nil. 

gefh(tmp(fre ^ptml /(ft/. 

Mortality ... ... ... ... Nil. 


Of 1,500 prisoners, 1,029 gained in weight and 481 lost weighs* 

I know the loss or gain of weight is not the sole criterion, but it is 
WB excellent indication of the standard at which they are maintained. 
If on the face of these figures Ifr, Jala}uddtn Hashemy^ and Mr. 
Baaaerjee teU the House that the food supplied to the prisoners is unfit 
lor human emisumption, then al| I can say is that these prisoners have 
performed an extraordinary gastronoiiiie feat. 

Semrv, I d« »«4 wWi <• 4**fii ftp Saw* wj Ioiww or Uk 
PAiAt, bnt tbfpe m AArtoMi diaAnttiw v|ii«b w* )>#▼» fftt I* r«fw4» 

stlaasififfatinn. fhur nriadiial iatmitiiMi «aa to hasa two iaaaniiv 
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divitioDJ. In the higher of the two divisions we intended to reproduce’ 
the standard of the old European class and the old special class. Below 
that we wanted another division which would be adequate to deal with* 
people who, while not of very high social standing, were slightly 
superior to the labouring class. For various reasons we had eventually 
to raise the standard of division II to something very much higher, m 
fact the standard of division II now reproduces the standard of the old 
special class, and one of the reasons why the courts have not classified 
more freely in division II, is because in their opinion it is really too 
high for the average class prisoner, appearing l)efore them. In that 
opinion they may be correct or incorrect, and there is variation in 
classification because some courts are more liberal than others. It 
would have been very much easier for us to work the classification 
system, had the standard in division II been actually placed consider- 
ably lower than it has been. But it is incorrect to say, as Mr. Bannerjee 
has told the House, that it was intended that all prisoners of superior 
class not excluded by the nature of their offence should be in division I. 
I can assure him that it was not the intention that every eligible 
prisoner should be placed in division I. It was intended that divisions 
I and II should be two separate classes, division I being superior to- 
division II, and the criterion for division I should be extremely high 
social status and standard of life. The House will agree with me when 
I say that if we accept the basic principle that the dominating factor 
in classifying prisoners should be their standard of living, it is not 
quite logical to exclude from division I any particular kind of prisoner. 
But the fact i.s that in order to introduce the change proposed by the 
Government of India, we had to raise division II sufficiently high to 
deal adecpiately with prisoners of really high status and standard of 
life wdio were excluded from division I. I have not heard as a matter 
of 'fa(;t any member suggest that the solution would l>e to retain 
division I, to remove the exclusive classes to division I and make 
division II a little bit lower. Such a suggestion, if it had come from a. 
non-ofiicial member, w'ould receive our careful consideration. 

There ii 4Mie other point which I wish to bring to your notice, and 
that is the authority which makes the classification. Here I shall be 
very brief. 

[Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.] 

Mf* 0* CMATTERdEEs We have heard a very interesting speecdi^ 
and what I want to know is this. Can the Hon’ble Ifember-in-ehargw 
assure us that the improvements that have been suggasted could ha 
brought aboht within a measurable distance of time? Mr. Hutchings- 
has suggested the kemoval of certain restrictions in respect of division 
and that division II diould be made a little lower so as to inclnd# 
peopla who are now in division III. That seems to be a vwy reasonable 
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solution. We want an aeanrance from the Hon’ble Member-in'Charge 
that thie can be done and that it will not end in mere correspondence 
between the GoTernment of India and the Government of Bengal, but 
{hat there is a chance of translating these ideas into practice within a 
practicable limit of time. If the Hon’ble Member gives us this 
assurance, I think this debate can be adjourned, just to give the 
Government a chance of showing that it is responsive to our sngges* 
tions. I take it that we are not here merely for the sake of fighting 
the Government. We are willing to do the right thing by the Govern- 
ment if the Government will do the right thing by us. We want the 
ast'uronce from the Hon’hle Meiul)er-in-charge. 

Mr. R. H. HUTCHINGS! On this point 1 should explain to the 
House that it would entail correspondence with the (biverniuent of 
India. These rules were framed after consultation with nonofticials 
and officials of all the iimvinccH, and whether u fundamental thango 
like Ibis would l>e agreed to l»y them 1 cannot say . 1 »lo nut think we 

could go further than to say that we should place such views Wfore the 
Go\ eminent of India. 

5 p.m. 

As to whether we should Iw authorised to amend our rules according 
to such suggestions, I can give no undertaking about that. 

TN Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I cun only 
pif.mise to go into that matter. 

B«bu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: I think the ]mlitical 
prisoners should be placed in set'ond clans pending final decision of the 
matter. They should be properly treated in the meantime — 1 mean the 
time during which the Government of Bengal will Imj correefioiidiDg 
with the Government of India. I urge that at least for humanity *a 
sake, they ehouid be placed in the second division. 

Tht Hon’bM Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir. with regard 
to the questions put to me hy Mr. B, C. Chatter jee and Balm Ktsbori 
Mohan Chaudhuri. it will be more convenient for me if I deal with 
them during the course of ray reply. I will, therefore, proceed to 
answer to the whole debate, but in doing so I will deal with these 
questions first. I may tell the House — as I believe I have told the 
House on other occasions — that our Government made certain unanimotui 
recommendations to the Government of India at the time when the last* 
mentioned Government in consultation with the various local Govern- 
ments considered the question of the change of rules. In connection 
with the proposal of the Government of India’s scheme to change these 
rules, a cdiiference was held hy that Government in which members of 
local Governments, Inspector-Generals of Prisons and some other 
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officials were inTiied. II on that oocasioii the uaaniisw raooimneada<i 
tioos of tke Bengal Government were acceptable to tV ^her provincea 
aa also to the Government of India, we eonld have adminiatered our 
jails far more efficiency, with more economy and with far lose trouble* 
Bui those recommendations were not accepted. ( A voice; Shame.) 
It is not a question of crying shame. Ton cannot blame others if they 
with the knowledge and experience at their disposal came to a different 
conclusion. I am afraid therefore — and this I say with reference to 
the questions put to me by the two gentlemen mentioned — ^that I cannot 
hold out any hope that if we were to write to the Government of India 
they would at once change the rules. And if the Government of India 
do not change the rules at once, I cannot blame them either. They 
have got to take into account not only the conditions and opinion of one 
province, but they have also to take into consideration the conditions, 
opinion and advice of all other provinces in India. But I have not the 
slightest hesitation in saying that the experience of the Jails Depart^ 
ment in Bengal confirmed those who have to deal with this department 
in the view that our onginal suggestions were right. As there must be 
uniformity of work and as the ultimate decision rests with the Govern- 
ment of India, I cannot accept Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri's 
suggestion that pending change of rules by Government of India we 
should start on a new line of our own. Now, Sir, I would like to 
explain one point in this connection, vn,^ the nature of our original 
proposal. We suggested three separate classes and we wanted to apply 
to these three separate classes this standard, namely, that in dealing 
with prisoners while avoiding any pampering the standard of the Jails 
Department would be to maintain their health. Applying that standard 
our suggestion with regard to the classification was that division I 
would provide for two classes of prisoners, n>.. Eastern I and Western 
I. Eastern I was meant for Indians who were used to a really superior 
standard of life and Weetern I was meant for Europeans used to such 
etandards as alec Indians who ordinarily lived in Kim>pean style. Our 
division II in its turn would consist of two classes, viz., Eastern II and 
Weatarn II. Eastern 11 was meant for the po«u«r hhtidfahk clam of 
Indians and Western II was meant for poorer Europeans, Anglo^ 
Indians and others. The standard that we contem^ated for our 
division II was much lower than the standard laid down by the Govern** 
ment of India for the present divisions I and II — 1 may mention that 
the standard and the scale of expenditure of the Govemiuent of India 
lor divisions 1 and 11 is just the same. It would appear, therefore, 
that if our suggestions were accepted, the expenditure would have been 
much lower than that of the existing division 11. 1 may mention that 
as a matter el fact the expenditure in the present division II is slightly 
higher than that.<il division I, becanse in dtvisioo I prisoners me 
Allowed to have their own clothes and can pay lor certain cAher things, 
erhareae in dtriiion II the whole txpendilare has to be leend by 
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CkrvmiiMiii. Tli« principle liid down by tbe Gown men t of India for 
dbrieiim I bae introdnced certain limitationii with re^rard to the nature 
«| certain elasees of offence. On arcount of tbe limitation* •© introduced 
practically not a single European prisoner can be placed in division I. 
While, therefore, our Government in proper time, and it may be at a 
wy early date, would again write to the Government of India, I 
oannot hold out any hope that the Government of India would necee- 
earily lieten to our suggefttion. I may in this connection take the 
House into my confidence and tell the memliers that w>on after we 
received suggestions about the change of rules fn>m the Government of 
India we did write up to that Government pointing out the ditficuUlee 
that we are likely to encounter. Sir, this then is my answer to the 
<}uestion8 put to me by Mr, Ohatterjee and Babu Kishori Moban 
Chaudhuri that while I am willing to try again I cannot accept their 
auggestions. 

* After this explanation 1 may lie allowed to point out that tha 
interesting debate to which we have listened to<^ay might have l>aen 
more profitably raised in the Ijegislative Assembly and not in this 
House. If the members who spoke to-day had taken the trouble to go 
through the gacette notification in which rules were published or had 
consulted me or the Deputy Secretary before the resolution and tha 
amendment were tabled or even before the debate took place, they could 
have easily got an explanation of the true position and much time of 
the House could have l)een saved, but they have chosen to put forward 
the resolution and the amendment and have raised the debate to which 
we have just listened and 1 have, under the circumstamws, no other 
choice but to answer to the debate as best as I can. The resolution 
says that all political prisoners should be at once placed in division IL 
Stress has been laid on the expression “iwliticul prisoners.” I cun well 
understand the sympathy of some of the gentlemen who have spoken 
to-day for political prisoners, hut I may at once tell the House that tha 
origin of the change of rules by the Government of India was the 
agitation which was started soon after the death of a particular political 
prisoner. The Government of India aw* asked to change the rules 
with a view to meet the situation resulting from that agitation. The 
Govmtiment of India in their discretion not only c*onsulted the provincial 
Governments but also asked those Govemment* to consult non-official 
opinion. We in our turn, therefore, consulted non-official opinion. 
At that time the Swarajists had not resigned their seats on the Council. 
Ae BMiibers of the Legislative Counril we had many Swarajists who 
were joil visitors and these Swarajist mambers of the Legislative 
Council were consulted and their opinion was conveyed through the 
diffeteni local Oovemmenls to the Government of India, The Govern* 
moot ol India after oonsultiog different non-officia) opinion* as w^l as 
iho opinieii of tiw local Govemmeiits ealne to a particitlar decision* 
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They came to the eoacltision that there were insuperable difficulties ift 
basing motive of an offence as a criterion of treatment regardless of the- 
conviction for the offence itself. It was then urged before the Govern-- 
ment of India that prisoners convicted of offences under section 124A. 
or 153A of the Indian Penal Code should on account of the nature of 
their offence irrespective of status be entitled to special treatment in 
prison. This meant that the criterion of treatment would be based on 
the motive or nature of the offence and not on the social status of tho 
prisoner. The Government of India came to the conclusion that the 
principle of admission to the special class, particularly to division I^ 
should mainly be governed by consideration of social status. The nett 
result was that the Government of India refused to accept such a thing 
as motive for the crime as the criterion of treatment in jails. If you 
rule out all motives ullogetlier, then you will have to rule out tho 
political motive as well. But the position of the Government of India 
does not seem to me to be so untenable as some of the members 
apparently think. If you introduce motive, then you place before* 
yourself all kinds of difficulty in jail administration. Leaving aside the 
motive behind a political crime — because the expression ‘‘political 
crime” is apt to start a false issue* — let us suppose that a man com- 
mitted murder under grave and sudden provocation and another man 
committed murder after he had coolly and deliberately planned the* 
murder. Here taking this example if in jail administration you enter 
into the question of motive, you enter into very dangerous grounds. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: May I interrupt SirP 
May I ask the lion ’hie Member whether there is not a distinction made 
in the Penal Code between a murder committed under great provocMion 
and a deliberate murder K 

Th» Hoil*bit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Surely, my 
friend perhaps knows better than an humble lawyer like myself that it 
is the function of the court to take motive into consideration when 
passing sentences. The question of motive is a matter for the court to 
take into oonaideration in awarding sentence. Once the sentence has 
been passed by the court after taking into consideration the question of 
motive, it is for the Jails Department to carry out the directions of the 
court as embodied in the sentence and it is not and ought not to be a 
matter for the Jails Department to enter into any question of motive. 
Some of my friends opposite who pleaded so much for the political 
prisoners being treated in a superior manner because of the motive of 
their crime hare been properly answered by my friend. Dr. Nareah 
Chandra S^ Gupta, when he points out that a distinction is made ii» 
the Penal Code, v That distinction is a matter for the court and not for 
the jail authorities. The duty of the Jails Department is only to oany 
out the sentence impoeed by the court. If you ask Ibe JaOs Departeieat 



^ enter into the question of nioiire, then it may be Tery attractive for 
certain occasions, for example, an occasion like the present— ‘you will 
perhaps agree that it is an argument which may cut both ways and 
which may have very dangerous implications. Suppose you allow the 
jail authorities to enter into <he questtoii of motive of the crime, then 
you cannot rule out the possibility of the jail authority being actuated 
by a sense of vengeance. Would the memliers op^msite like itK But I 
may say whether my friends oppcjsite believe me or not our consistent 
effort in the Jails Department has been and will continue to l»e to ciury 
out the orders of the court subject to the orders of the (Government of 
India and subject agttin to r*ertuin inevitable limitations. We have no 
freedom to strike out a new line of our own contrary to the directions 
of the Government of India. Subject to those dirtKiions and limitations 
we have tried to be us humane as {lossible, hut in trying to be humane 
we do not and indeed we cannot take into am>unt the motive of a 
particular crime whether the motive is a political offence or not. Isit 
me illustrate my point, namely, that w'ithin the ]>ower at our disposal 
and subject to limitations of the orders of the Government of India, the 
jail authorities tried to be humane. That sympathetn* but at the same 
time firm and just officer, the late Col. Simpson who was killwl the 
other day, some time l>efore hi.s death pressed Government that 
hhadraloh prisoners in class III slunild Ih^ given certain privileges which 
we were allowe<l the authority to provide within the limitations imposed 
on us by the de< i.sion of the Goveniment of India embodied in the Jail 
Code. For example, rule KM) of the Jail (Vwle says that for the sake 
of the maintenance of health of the prisoner his diet can be changed. 
Col. Simpson’s recommendation was that the diet of the bh4uiralok class 
prisoners — those who were used to a certain standard of life— whether 
they w’ere guilty of forgery or murder or of political offence, should be 
allowed to have l>etter quality of rice, that is, *aru chal as we call in 
Bengal. Gn his recommendation too those prisoners were allowed to 
have muri or chtra or similar food instead of lnp»i as their morning 
meal. There were other similar suggestions. To that extent we could 
for the sake of the health of the prisoners make certain changes without 
in any way deviating from the Jail (jode but we could not go very much 
beyond that as we, as a provincial Government, hod no right to deviate 
from Jail Code particularly with regard to matters specifically settled 
by the Government of India. You may pass this resolution — you may 
do whatever you like, but we hare no right to deviate from the Jail 
Code on a matter where that CJode is based on such decision. Therefore, 
os I have already said, the proper forum for the discussion of this 
interesting question should have been the Legislative Assembly and not 
the Bengal J^egislative Council. Kven if you paiw the resolution, it 
will not be binding on our Government, far less on the Government of 
Indhl. You cannot reasonably expect the Oovemment of India to take 
much notice of this resolution, for there are other provincee concerned. 



MmyLwmm. 


[17w 


fitmi ii ywt go up te tke GoraniifteKt df Ia^m wiM 4k6 moommmki^ 
^Mitfii&ed in ike fe8dntMNib--«B4 1 BU^jr inke ilie Soam inio mf 
^nfidenoe nnd inloim ^ tnenikera Guit onee we 4td wvite le kke 
GoTeniaieBt of India for <}kaaigiiig ike fwiee— die GereiMiMii a! ladin 
woald naiundly keiitate to okange ike rules wkfy lor tke aake oi nne 
:|irovinoe witin^nt taking into oonsideradon tke adsdoe, o^kiiaB nnd 
experience of othM* proewoee. (Mr. Naibndka Mitiux Basi 74 Wkjy 
netf^) I cannot nnewer for the Govemaieiit of lai^. Sir, front 

my very limited experience and 1 dare say my ^kiend opposite has mnok 
4aiger experience in the matter, I think it is net a very leasikle 
proposition. (Mr. Naxekdra Kumar Basu ; You need not be sarcastic. > 
In any case i repeat again ; 1 do ndt think it is a very feasible propesK 
don. Oertam allegaiicniLS covering a large range were made about an 
Alleged inoonsietettcy in the classificatioA of the piisoner. In 
httmble optnton asguments based on olassifkmtion on the tennA of the 
present resolution were merely aiguments of prejudice — I would not 
eay they are actually irrdievaot or I would have raised a point of order— 
tmt they were more arguments of prejiidiee than really pertiaoiit to tke 
^pMstion which we are discnsdng to-day. Mr. P. Banerji gave the 
m ame df a 'certain pritoDer, Dr. Sarat Chandra Mukkerjee, l^.s. Mm 
Wild that he was originally dassiked in division I. But later on he had 
% wscoad ^conviction *and after the oeoond tmnviction be was placed hi 
division lil presumably by aaotbor court. If that be so, then it merely 
hidiealtes that tbe coufits on the two diffckrent occasions noted diilerenUy. 
#t was 'open to tke prisoner to afipsal stgahist bis 1>eing placed in 
drmion MI. If the iprisoaer had appealed giving ^particulars as ^io 
ddswoohd stdtns^aad other rtk^vailt points, Imn sure 'tke nnoinaly would 
!kaae ^been rsmewed. But how could higher authoritips in dnils Depart* 
anenft TOmove 'these anamalies if tke prisoners do not desire to remoae 
thatn by placing umterials before such authorities P We have to deal 
with A large number of prisoners, somewhere about BO, 000, and of theeo 
At one time the ipolitical prisoners were about 5,000, hut now they ana 
tiiry nmdi doss. ^Diftarent courts in different parts of the tprovinoe xxa 
’nnldng the pmitmhmiy elasshieation with ^regard to thislaige number 
of pnaoneri. (Pbese different courts might 4eve amd in many cases 
dmve II efjf tftliiiiiait ideas. Same may be inolined to take too strict a 
^ vieor, ottos too lenient a view. But a good deal uf these iuoontia- 
keuciee can ^he r emov ed if the prisoner himself would bxing- hia 
gHesunoes to tke vOtiee of the higher authorities. In this oonnection 
I «woidd like do draw stke attention of the Mouee to a vary pertinent 
point, a^fHiint'tohwagasd to which l am glad tosoydkereds unexpected 
igreement between ^ Bov emm eut mid 4be mover, Jfuulvi JaUlnddin 
^Haihimiy, namiriy, ^at it would have keen very mudi hotter cif the 
tUperkitendiets ^ instead of the eourte were AHoeed to be <^tlie 
^]^imieW3ry dlandlyiiig unttkoiity. I may tell Ike mover and otker 
\ ^of '4lie dfouM ^thnt that wee premssly ike auggeeHen ol tka 
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pmiAtM do^raiMIt, hinmfst, m itot wHIi Mifitftioii. 
ti tey tUtiMnssI tiM HoM to brow tlnit UttOit 9 Wy tton^ofloitl ntoiiillMr 
IWto irte Ikon c^MHioftod objooton! to gimif Hiii jMWir ^ 

^liio mii^MrilrtMijeiito jkil«. Ft Wis IbMitiBO of All ium*«illcM o}>iliioh 
Utel tito Oovomnittiit of Hengil ko^ to jiHto m And tliA OoferAtnoiil of 
IiidiA OlltoiAtoly ioceptod %\» pirO)M]ial vinboditNl in th« ptosmit pi*AOtiOA. 
ItiMl of Ike HOn^ffioiA) Wembcte itrlto >»9r« considtod tbrooithout f DtdiA. 
Would wot ti^ tbe tfOlperintendonto of jAih but tilled that tke ptv 
Htaiutfy (dasA^cAtiOO ibonM inwt with the tsouHe. I oin well tmdeN 
lUkd the vQspicfOa of the non^odietAl members with .e^rd to jail 
euperintendents. I do not fbr a momeiit soy that this was not to be 
eirpeoted, bot w© realised then and t hope they realise now that thin 
tecommendation of theirs of the ft>tilts beiujr the prehtnioary olaasifyinir 
anthority has fed to toapy dtffieuhiea and Witt oontinwa to hwd to amsh 
diAt^lfea. Now a paiitoidar magiiitiwte may, as in the eaae of llabii 
BWMdra Kii^ HottMi who win a mtinber of this Honae and nho, it 
Waa satd dnriw^ tb© oooni© of the tMfato, tswva a mdtor oar, tdaasity 
that pritowet in Aass ttl. Aa t bappen«d to hnow that pri a numr 
peWOnatty and t hnew be had a latire praethw in bis diatrirt, it wan 
possible for me to paas Orders rentoein^ him from that cdaas and plarhift 
him on a hi^fhOr clast, t^ile another mairistrato wfth reflratd to a boy 
who was p<nbaps arrested white pkbetinir ^ a street and whose faibar 
a1thot4^h comiafT f^)n a hhit^rdtafk class had a larffe fanrfty to maintahi 
could not earn even 10 rttpefOB a month, milflii think that Stmh pr i so n e t 
nhotildbe classified in division 1. When fhese incftosistoid decisirmstsmio 
to the notice of 'Govemtnent, we have to try to rwftify these htronshi- 
tencies, but We are seversdy handicapped inasmuch as the prnoirets vary 
often do not j^ire ns the necessary partictdars and matarrafs. We triad 
to do Aie right thing according to oor vary limited nndarSisttrdhrg and 
according to some members of the Rouse Stffl more limitod honesty. 
We decide according to our conviction and with whatarar Arrad tif 
honesty and oonscieifce that are left to ns, according to the vtows nf 
some manibers of the Wotise, the unfortanate mambm of ■ O ov e i wmmt 
and the imlotttinate eecratarrei, bnt t can assnre the Honse for ti^haievar 
it may be worth that We honestly try to do the fight •filing on maiteriidi 
available to ns. (A VotOa : ttocthtarias bai% more nonscienoe). 
^alttri^y, according to yon yonr comrtfytnin mtist have toss cansetonoe 
than those who are not yonr countrymen. When these cnses *eotna tip 
before Government, Government have to come to a decision. Sometimes 
GOveriiin^t have to promote and sOmathnss tednce the claasfdcation of 
prisoners. ^erefoTe it is no argnmeht to Shy fiiht heome the prsK* 
minary clasrtifeoatlon sngtre^ V ^e bi ineOttSistent as eomparefi 
with a partfimlar pfiioiier iMdio Wae lo elaaitded by aoOfimr eoWi, 
fiimetoh 'Gotimimtft is to 1m blamed. RbtbittW Of the %llid. If 
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material* ao placed the Govenunent by its decisUm is guilty of incon- 
wrteucie*, then Govenunent can be justly critiAod. But apart Aom 
that, as I said the other day and I repeat it to-day, I do not for a 
moment claim that the Deputy Secretary or myseU or Mr. Ghose who 
was acting in my place were always infallible. But I do Mail,, that in 
any case where proper materiaU were placed in an application, such 
materials were duly considered. There is another point arising from 
this matter to which I would like to refer. I am sometimes told by the 
members of this House that such and such prisoner is in class III, but 
another prisoner of a lesser social status is in class II or I. But, Sir, 
what can we do unless the prisoners themselves place materials before us 
where they are dissatiafied with the preliminary classification and the 
members of the House should remember that political prisoners are not 
the only prisoners we have to deal with and, therefore, we have to 
proceed according to certain methods and on definite materials. If a 
prisoner refuses to give us proper materials to show that he belongs to 
a particular social status and that he is entitled to such and such 
division, then it becomes very difficult and almost impossible for us to 
ohange this classification. I have often said to many members of this 
House that if a prisoner wants to change his classikcation he should 
come forward with an application giving definite particulars. We 
generally insist on this not in a spirit of vengeance, not because many 
political prisoners do not like to file application giving particulars but 
because we must insist on proper materials. Dnce we begin shifting 
prisoners from one class to another at the mere request of individual 
members of this House or of others without definite statements from the 
prisoner himself, we shall very socn bring jail administration into a 
position of very great difficulty. Wlipuever a prisoner makes an 
application stating his position in life, Midi application has to be 
considered and is always considered on its own merits. But perhaps 
there is a good reason why many political prisoners do not like filing 
auch applications. As pointed out by Air. T. L. Bunnerjee the other 
day, many political prisoners do not want to change their classification 
because they know they have gone to jail to suffer for what they believe 
to l)e the true cause, hut some of their self-constituted friends here and 
alsewhera^aiOmetimes desire to have their classification changed although 
they themselves do not so desire. In such cases the jail authorities 
cannot act against the wishes and opinion of the political prisoners 
themselves. 


I do not want to take up the time of the Council any longer. 
Strictly speaking this resolution, after I have explained the constitu- 
iional position, hardly arises for the consideration of the House here 
and I woiild, therefore, suggest — although I know that my suggestion 
is not likely to ^ acceptable to Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy, the mover of 
the resolu^on and the mover of the amendment will be well advised to 
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tke nMtiiw. If do not, I think I ena to tlw 

iHoiuo with aveijr confidoneo that the ratolatioii and the anaadnaat 
lihoiild )m defeated. 


Only oae word more and I Iiavo done. I trn«t at any rate tkoae 
membem who voted against the grant of Re. 1 the other day» if they 
liave any consistency should vote with me to-<]ay. 


The amendment of Mr. V. Bonerji to the resolution of Maulvi 
Syed Jalaluddin Haaheiny was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hasheray was then put and a 
division taken with the following result:-^ 


AVIS. 


All, ttsuhrl HaiMM. 
asksm Msirivi arse »«jm. 

•attaiia, nai asaMe r omsiiera natn. 
naasrit, Hr. f. 

•sanartM, Me H t sie lra ial, 

•ate, Mr. NSfeeira Keiear. 

ClMittwiM, Mr. ■. 0. 

Metflieri, Me KltMi Msasii. 
easesaerf, Dr. Ssp mr s eaaiMira. 
caseiaerl, Mseivi ayttf Oteeui Haietr. 
eatyaaery, Mseivi Mural aater. 
eassraaery, Mseivi aaaei nasei. 
nett, Ms! Msasaer Or. Nsriaasn. 
rsflellsh, Mseivi M eas ei ms a. 
oasts, Or. Aeielys fistsii. 

Msaim, Mseivi Abaet. 

Mstaseiy, Mseivi tysa Sslsieaaiii. 
tisees. Ksii tfuasaei. 

Msttsifi, Mseivi Measimead. 


icaea, Mseivi TsmiiuiaMi. 

LSI Me hs ieaita, Na|L 
Msiti, Mr. n. 

MssasriiSk Mr. tyaiiiaorMatf. 
Mefca tp s aa e ys, Oai iaaia tarat oaaaM. 
Osaiar, Mr. Aaaiiis Msasii. 
asSisr, asta HeaeMSS MsMl. 

•ay. isa« Masiitr Msata. 
nsy, Mr. aasAtl sasaasnvwsr. 

May o a sw a a er y, Osae Islita OHsiiara. 
nsel, Osae Ntssei. 

May, asau NsriMM. 

Msy, asae tstyteirs Nsta. 
nsy oaseaaeH, asae nsm oasieinu 
•sMieaais, Mr. KlHMla. 

•ssmm. Mseivi Aaaes. 

M Oepis, or. Nsrsta Oa sears. 

•asa, Mseivi Aaaei Hsmia. 


NOtt. 


•si, osae Lslit Kesisr. 

•sL Mr. tsrat OUsnars. 

•aesrii, Oai OaHaaer KstM CHaiiara. 
•a rewi , ttsi tsina esusasiisii. 

•stir uaaui, Mseivi Mtaseiwua. 

•laiiay, Mr. I. N. 

•ersi, iaae Osael oasnd. 

•era, Mr. H. H. 

Oas e ea er i , Kasn isa aaer Maulvi HaAier 
RalMaM. 

Olarli, Mr. I. A. 

Mta. Mr. 0. 4. 

O tiOiagi r , Mals rO t a s ra i w. V. 

•anwr# Mr. 0. 1. 

•aia, Mr. •. •. 

MiMi Oil tmmtmr Kaailai Mor. 

ttaMiiMr. A.#. 


Oilsaritt, Mr. n. N. 

Ostftfcs, nsi isHaaer Osarfast. 

•uaa, Mr. a. N. 

Quratr, Mr. 0. W. 

Hssala, Nswaa MetHamif, icnaa Oaaaaar. 
Mettaia, MatohH uufst 
Nettaiaoi, Mr. 0, M. 

Ksttm, Mseivi Abet. 

Kbsa, Kbsa SaWa Mseivi Meanaai AIL 
Leas, Mr. N. n. 

Msrr, tas Nia*ait Mr. A. 

MtOfeabis, Mr. t. T. 

Mntir, Mr. 0. 0. 

Mittw, tat NsaM Air Prmta oaeaisr. 
Mss* Mr. K. 0. 

Nsf, Ntvsrtea O.A. 

NsMsiaaaia, tas MaamsMf. icamlo. 
Nartsa, Mr. II. 0. 
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0m Mw 4iUmtrm Nafft. 

Hr. iMfmtrnr ili^ 

Hay, my Nfn'MaMr. MJ«y MM Miyi. 
•MUtottrtteii, Matrivi MahaaMM. 
iarliari Sir Maaatli. 

•Mir, ilal iaM Mati Makaa. 


•toMH Mr. It 

mr, 0 . e, 

• a k r a i M y, «r. M. «. 
•iiaaiii, Mr. 0. f|. 
nmmm «r. w. ml 
tVttvin^Mr. w. U 


The Ayes being 37 and the Noes 61, the motion was lost. 


ItootiM of Mr. Noromta Kumor Bom on tho Court M tho iMRoii 
Imtitiito of Monoo at Baacalora. 


Mr. PRElIBCNTt Before I adjourn ihe Council tiQ to-sorrow 1 
have to make an announcement. With reference to the election of a 
feniSeman by the Beufral Legislative Council on the Court of the 
Indian Institute of Science at Bangalore, as only one member has been 
nominated, then Will be no necessity to hold an election tomorrow in 
the indicated in the Secretary’s circular Nos. 2368-2608L.. 

dated the 9th Febmarj'. It will save the time of members if I now 
Mnounoe ^e result of the election myself. I hereby declare Mr. 
Narondre Kumar Basu, the only gentleman nominated, as duly elected 
to the Court of the said Institute. 


AdjouriHiMiit 


Council was then adjourned tiU 2-30 p.m., on Wednesday, tho 
18th February, 1931, at the CouncU House, Cdcutta. 



of tlw itogiH Ugiilitift Oouiioil mmgkM wiiim ttM 
iNrovitioiit of Covormiiiiit of iMlIi ML 

Thb Council met in the Council ChnmW in the Council Houno, 
Cyouita, on Wedneedny, the 18th February, at 2-30 p.m. 


Mr. Preaident (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatiia Nath Rat 
Crauhhitii, ItT., of Bantdsh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Member! 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon'bie Minietere and 118 nominated 
and elected members. 


itarrod Qiioitioii 

(to wliioh oral amwtr mu givon). 

Additloiial Jail oxfiiiHtttiaio. 

*80l Maiiivi SYED dALALUDDIN HAiHEMYi Will tho 
Hon’bie Member in charge of the Political (.Tails) Deportment be 
pleased to lay on the table a Mtutement showing the additional expendi- 
ture incurred up to date for the purpose of uccommodiiting prisoner! 
admitted to jail for offences connected with the civil disobedienco 
movement, in the different districts of Bengal ? 

MEMtlR in diargo of POLITIOAL (dAILi) OffPAfITMiMT (tfio 
Hoo’Mo Sir Pr o y ai i t Gbumlir Mittor): On the provision of additional 
accommodation in jails the expenditure up to December, 1230, waa 
Ba. 3,93,891 against eatimates amounting to lU. 0,31,755. 

For maintenance and guarding no separate accounts are nuuniained 
io ahow the expenditure on the class of prisoner mentioned In the 
Ooeataon, but the abnormal expenditure on this account is eetimated 
at between Ra^ 6 and lakhs. 

MMhri iTEO MAMO MKEMt WiU the Hon’bie Member be 
pleased to state what is the normal expenditure on maintenance account P 

ne NiH^ iir PflflVMM OlfUNDill lllTriRi I must ask for 
iiotiee. 
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( um m$ to wMoh won laid on ttn tafelo)< 

OoMO plaood boforo MMio tonriooo C o n nni i i i o n . 

M. Miv SHANTI tMEKHAREtWAR ROYi WiU the Hon’Ue 
Member in cher^ of the Appointment Department be {leased to lay 
on the table a atatement ^Ting detaila of caaea, from Bengal, placed 
before the Public Servicea Commiaaion for action during 1930 P 

MEMEER in ohorgo of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (flw 
Hon'Mo Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo)! A list of the cases referred to is 
given below. 

(1) Confirmation of officers in listed posts in the grade of Magis- 
trates and Collectors ; 

(2) confirmation of officers in listed posts in the grade of District 
and Sessions Judges; 

(3) appointment of a Deputy Su|)erintendent of Police to the 
Indian Police Service in the rank of Superintendent of Police; 

(^) appointment of a Professor of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
and Director of the School of Tropical Medicine; 

(S) removal of an Im|>erial Service officer from service. 


Agrkmltiiral tohoaf at Chintiira. 

58. Rai Bahadur SATIBH OHANDRA MUKHERdI: (a) Will the 
Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the lease granted to the Culcuttn 
Teohnological Institute in respect of the Agricultural School, lands 
and premiaes at Chinsura will shortly expire? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Eonble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the 
Government >Ui grant a fresh lease to the said Institute? 

(c) If not, will the H(Hi*ble Minister be jdeased to state whether 

there are ay othei schemes befeww Govemmeiil for the said 

school building and lands? 

(d) I| the Hon'ble Minister aware that in West Bengal there 
is no other ^ool for imparting agrionltuiml edecatimi aaosBil the 
school at Ohiifiuia? 
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OoTOrnineBt omiideriaff ^ dwinl^ of ntiliwiff 
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(/) Will the Han’Ue Minister be pleased to state whether it is tho 
the Qoreniment to an Agricolinnl School at 

(ff) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, are the Oovenunent 
oon^wiy the desirability of nuking ariangamenU with other penona 
or bodies far starting such a school at ChinsuraP 

Minister aware that a Committee with 
Sl‘ j l j ^ fonwwl to take lease of 

^^P *'*'**^ “ Agricultural School in West 

(t) Have the Oovemment received any proposal for lease of the 
Chinsiira School premises and lands to the aforesaid Committee P 

0) If so, whet decision, if any, has been arrived at in the 
matter? 

(i) Is there any difficulty or objection in granting tho said Va st 
to the said Committee? 


MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE ami INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'blo Khan SahaSur K. C. M. F8roaHi)i (a) 

Yes, on 27lh April, 19,31. -v # \ / 

(i) ?fo. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) There is no other school in Westmn Bengal for imparting purely 
agricultural education. But certain high Knglish and middle English 
schools have participated in a scheme for the intrmluclioii of agricul- 
teral classes and have hail their teachers traine.1 for the punssm at the 
Dacca Agricultural School. A list of such schimls is placed on the 
hbrtLry table. 

(e) Md (/) A scheme of this nature is under contemplation, bui 
no decision has yet been arrived at. 

(ff) The question does not arise. 

(h) Yes. 

(0 to (4) Yes a preliminary o|ipUculion has been received, but 
M formal proposal or deftnito scheme formulated bv the Oommittea 
w yet been received. 


*1?^ ICIiMAD CHANDRA DANERdli Will the Hon'bl* 

-L M- I J .P*!?**^ ““"y agricultural schools have been 

aatabushed u Dacca, 


Utia. 


Dm NwPMa Khali 


M* 0* M. PAROQUIl I want notice of 
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Appointamt of Iwr Miniitirt and ixipi IMr Mlwiii. 


Mr* PREilllENTs Before I call upon Bai Bahadur Dr. Haridhaa 
Butt to move hia reeolution, I should very much like him to state as to 
what are the general issues inTolved in his resolution. Thai will he a 
great help to me in regulating the debate. I would also like the moyer 
of the resolution to lay down the real object which is at the back of his 
mind. 


Rii Ballifllir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I beg to move that this 
Council recommends to the Qovemment that proposals be placed before 
the Legislative Council with a view to alter the pay of the Ministers 
to Rs. 4,000 per month, and that it be recommended to His Excellency 
the Governor that up to four Ministers be appointed within the budget 
provision of Rs. 1,92,000. 

Sir# this resolution raises two points, namely, the number ol 
Ministers and their pay and I propose to divide my arguments 
accordingly. At the outset I must tell the House that nothing is 
furthest from my idea than to make it a motion of want of confidence 
against the present body of Ministers. We may differ in our opinion 
about the fitness and abilities of the gentlemen now occupying the 
honourable position of Ministers but at present I have nothing to do 
with their personalities. I request my colleagues to consider my 
proposal from an abstract point of view quite dissociated from the merits 
and demerits of any particular person. As the uording of my reso- 
lution has been wrongly interpreled by some as a reflection on the 
Hon’ble Ministers I hasten to remove that misunderstanding. 


Mr. RRHIDENT: Does the first part of your resolution depend on 
the second part? 


R«l iaIlMta Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I have abeady said that my 
motion consists of two parts, the number of Ministers and Uieir jwy. 

Mr. RRiEIDENTt Then 1 take it that whether Hieie be any 
increase in the i|Uittber of Ministers or not» you would like to out dowu 
liboir pay. 
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Rti NMhv Or« HAIIIOHAN OUTTl At tlie promt noiMit'i 
apn ttat iseiiaed to. 1 hapre already removed the imsimclonitaiidiiif 
Ibat may aiiae. ( am oae ol thoee who believe in the ueelulam aad 
importanoe of the institution of Kinisters in a responsible repreoenta* 
live Qovenimeat. 1 believe Bengal has lost and the interest ol my 
countrymen has partially suffered owing to want of stable ministry 
during the Inst few years. Constant change of Ministers and their 
.anstability during that time are well known to this House. While 
some provinces utilised fully whatever benefits the Montagu-Ghelmsford 
Befoittts made available to the people of India, Bengal sullenly tried to 
put obstacles in that way. The Swarajists may have had big victories 
in their career of destruction but that their achievements ultimately 
produced more harm than good so far as the ministry is concerned should 
be admitted. The absence of stable ministry during the major part ol 
the last decade in Bengal contributed no little to our loss and back* 
wardness. It has been admitted even by unwilling critics that some 
provinces made appreciable advance towards representative OovemmenI 
while Bengal lost \wluable opportunities. 

1 am not in a position to go into details, but I will place four points 
on which I have obtained information liefore the House. The late Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea, of revered memory, tried to secure, some time 
ago, posts for the sons of the soil from the medical profession in Bengal. 
That matter could not he carried on simply luHause there was nn 
ministry to carry on the good work. 

Then the Bengal Muni<'ipal Act of 1884 and the Bengal I^cwal Kell- 
Oovemment Act of 1885 were both old and obsolete hut they could not 
be taken up for amendment. Although it was universally decider! that 
these Acts required revision ss change of ministry was constantly going 
on in the last 10 years, nothing could he done. Then there was a very 
comprehensive sc*heme to <*oinhat malaria to be taken up by the 
Ministers. Some of my friends have said that the Ministers have 
neglected their duty; I say “No.” The Ministers have had no time 
to take up schemes. Then there is the rural water-supply scheme; the 
same thing has happeneil, there has been a constant change of Ministers 
and little has been done in that direction. 

Kince last year a change has come on the Council. Good many 
constitutionisis willing to co-operate with the Council and agreeable to 
the appointment of Ministers have now come in. To us it is clear that 
the ministry is the only means of effective eonuectioii between the 
executive Government and the people and naturally we are anxious to 
make the position of Ministers stable and productive of good to the 
oouiiiry. In short, this is my purpose in putting ibis resolution before 
the House. The fall of ministry in Bengal has very often been brought 
about 'by the itvalry among the memhats and groups of membmu of 
this CkmiioU. rivalry will he very much uiiaimieedi if nPt 
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the iiitMirt. Md »ctkM of fte HoUm 

The Hoiue cooehit. of two moBt 

^r^t divietone v«. M«h«ni«.d«,. «.d noa-MiJuuLj;^ 

ahniiM hn. ^"*1 “« >* •«««»« f«ir and equitable that thero 

“iST srti:; ? •” *™r ^ “» 

oonmunal jealousy and now that that has been nJZl t 

one non-Mnluun,^dan and two M«hamn.adan iin^Ti ^noZny 

to t2rtT%“* “* P'**®“*- ^ ““ “®* »t disposed 

.t; .M r^rs! ' ™n 

«.«po.itio. o( .hi, Ho«. ,, .h.n ii„d ^iTL" «?„S; 

interwts in the country. It may not be possible to haJrepreselitatitw 

of MintTer'^f*'"*"* ‘nterests included in the ministry but if the number 
of Mmisterg be increased it may be bv itidirinna osalsa^d* 

.«o. ,H, 

ifj ■' i' 

r““, Z'toi" ■' »' “> 

uL-z jsirt zzs 

such arguments will hold good if the Ministers' d Jtts conSte^ of 
ro^ne work of administration only. But in this connection several 
important pointg have to be borne in mind. The MiniHiam Ko * 
perform not simply the routine duties but have to perform the exJunir 
parliamentary duties as well. For their continuano^TYn office J wrfl J 
for carrying on the duties of their departments they have to depend 
upon the vote of the legislative Council and it is a very im^r Jt^ 
f their dutiM to persuade the House and to carry it along with them at 
every step of tbeiV work as well as to keep themselves in touch w^^Ji 
It aW ought to be part of the duties of the Ministers to go round tho 

7m7 "Ih ““d persuade them of the neceaaity aJd 

utility of their measures. Otherwise thev canuot create that 

result must be the mainstay for the stability of the ministry. This 

STm grievously neglected in the past, partly from 

paucity of Ministers and partly from the inJ^uro touro 3 
miniatMial power owing to the hostility of th« Swarajists. One of themi 
oauw being removed now it is time that a beginning should be mada 
m ihii} important branch of ministerial duties. 

traiirS''^ “*• **“* ««">J»i*»rative duties of tb. 

ti^sferrod^ depw^ents are very far Ihmi hmn^ ol a meelaiiieil 

F ^***“"“' Airnoultuw «Hi indurtry. 

be«i ri^btly called tbe iiatioa«biijUiii^ ifitpirhncptt. lai 
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mk wt Utrnm d^puHmmU tliera is field for onliiitiM emomit of work 
mtA MitiinietMBi. Mere sigmnip of routine orders will not be sufficient 
for tbim. P<dioies have to be thought out, plans formed, money raised 
and great utility works set afoot. All these will require incessant 
liqiHcation and concentrated thought, if Ministers are to justify their 
existeiice, and four is not certainly an excessive number if the Ministers 
take their work seriously. In fact if reduction of the sise of the 
Cabinet is considered necessary it is in the Executive Councillors whose 
number may be reduced. 


If I have been able to impress upon my colleagues the desirability of 
having four Ministers it is necessary to explain how I propose to have 
that effected. In my resolution I have suggested Its. 4,000 per month 
as pay of an individual Minister. This, if accepted, will easily enable 
the Council to employ four Ministers within the amount of Ks. 1,92,000, 
which is ordinarily budgeted for payment to Ministers, and there would 
be no extra imposition upon the public fund. It ]»as been suggested 
that this will mean reduction of pay and consecjuent lowering of status 
of the Ministers. I admit that this will mean lower pay but I refuse 
to admit that the status of a MinisU>r will l)e hurt hy such a course. 
Sir, status is not dependent upon the amount of salary. Ntnul I remind 
this House that the President of this Council getting lls. 3,000 per 
month enjoys a status and a place in om estiiimtion certainly higher 
than that enjoyed by any of the Hon*ble Members of the ministry. Is 
a High Court Judge receiving only Rs. 4,000 per rponth considered to 
be lower in status than a Minster by the pctople of Bengal P Certainly 
not. Status and prestige depend upon many things — least of which is 

pay- 

Many a time the question of Ministers* pay had l)een discussed in 
detail in this House and we need not rake up that controversy. Suffice 
it to say that the insistence of same pay with the Executive (buiicillora 
appeals only to those who cannot appreciate the existing difference. 

The Executive Councillors are I.C.S. men imported from (cries 

of “No. No.”). Some of the Executive Councillors are men imported 
from a far distant country. They have come here for the purpose of 
a career and prospects in life and cannot be blamed if they offered their 
services to the highest bidder. But what of the Ministers? Are they 
not our kith and kin — sons of the soil and bent on service for our 
motherland? How hollow is the argument of those who say that when 
we cannot lower the pay of the Executive Councillors we must thrust 
the same pay upon our Ministers. 

Who can deny that our administmtion is top-heavy ? In the Swaraj 
Government to come, the wide gulf of difference in the pay of officers in 
Govarfunent service must he narrowed as far as possible. I have 
suggested the pay of a Minister to be Rs. 4,000 a month. Thai ought 
to be CQimideied quite adequate to meet all his wants and tnatnlatn him 
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im petition and pmtige. We miul fememtor tliai Ifoistm m 
Tecniited only from the elected membere ci ibis Honee and those irho 
submit themselves lor election by the people are committed to service 
to their motherland. If any such person be bent on maldnif tBimtf 
there are other fields lor him. Certainly one pledged to serve his 
country should not amass a fortune by his service to his fellow country- 
men. Such an idea is sure to meet contempt and ridicule. 

Sir, I have explained to the House what induced me to bring this 
motion. I request my colleagues who have come forward with amend- 
ments not to introduce any such matter in the coming discussion as may 
cloud the issues which I have placed before the Council. Before 1 
resume my seat I once more say that I mean no refiection on any of the 
Ministers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will take up the amendments now and have 
one discussion on all of them including the resolution ; but, before 1 do 
that I should ask Bai Bahadur Hr. Haridhan Dutt once again to state, 
as clearly as possible, as to ivhether he intends to reduce the pay of the 
Ministers even if four Ministers are not appointed. That is a very 
important point which I would like him to make clear, so that I may 
regulate the debate within proper bounds. 

Nil Baliidur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT; I have already said what I 
meant. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: At the outset you were undoubtedly explicit; 
but, latU*rly you allowed mist to gather round you. (Laughter). 

Rti Batwiiur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: In lepl y to your query, I 
will stick to Rs. 4,000. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Irrespec •tive of the uiiinbir of MiuistersP 

iliri Batadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: (No reply). 

Mr. PRMIDEHT: I must then divide the resolution into two parts. 
1 should like to know what Dr. Naresh Chandra «Seu Gupta would say 
if I hold that the second part of his amendment has the effect of a 
negative vote in respect of the second part of the resolution and should, 
therefore, be left out. 

Dr. NARESH SHANDRA SEN OUPTAs With regard to the 
aeoond pii^ yea. 

Mr. PRESIDtNT: i allow you to move )rour ameadmenl witbemt 
lie second part« 1 euppoae you are going to do that 
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5/^^ .HAilSSII OHAMIIilA SCN QU^Ai 1 do not want to diiimtn 
Hat I will moTO it witk the exception of that part. 

r I beg to move, by way of amendment, that in the motion of Rai 
If^nr Br. Handhan Dutt, line 3, for the fignreg **4,000"' the fignree 
^'#,000" be substituted^ 

I would like to make it clear that whatever my vieu's may be with 
regard to this question this is not meant to oast any aspersion on the 
Ministers; the proposed reduction of pay is not meant as a vote of no- 
confidence but it is purely on economic grounds. For that 1 submit 
that the reasons are overwhelming. The first rea.son is that having 
regard to the finances of the country it is not possible for us, it will be 
an act of robbery, to pay our Ministers more than lls. 3,000 a month. 
It is true that there are the Executive Councillors whose salaries are 
much higher but their salaries are not under onr control. 

3 p.m. 

Well, that does not take away the force of the undoubted fact that 
having regard to the financial position of Bengal the salary which is 
now paid to the Members of the Executive Council and the Ministers 
is cruelly high. It means taking away so much money from the tax- 
payers and paying it to these gentlemen. Now the fatH that so far as 
the case of half the executive is concerned we cannot touch their salary 
does not affect in any way the question as to wliat salary should he paid 
to the other half. Sir, it lias been said that the difference in the salary 
of the Executive Councillors and the Ministers would mean a loss of 
status. That has been disposed of by the arguments adduced by 
l)r. l>utt. On the contrary I think that it will have a great moral effect 
if the Ministers themselves come forward, as I should have expected 
them to come forward long layfore, to accept u motion of this cKaracter, 
as it will bring home to the Memlwrs of the Executive Council and to 
the W'hole world the shame of taking these high salaries out of the 
pockets of the poor Bengali taxpayers. Now, Sir, that may be a very 
strong expression, but if we compare the salaries paid to Ministers in 
other parts of the world^ 

Tilt Ntn’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRtNTICIt May I with your permis- 
sion intervene for a minute? It might save the time of the House 
ecMisiderably if you will kindly allow me to explain the legal position. 
We are familiar with the remarks which I>r. Hen ijhipta has n^e and 
they are likely to be repeated later on if the position is not cleared up 
now. Under section 52 of the Oovemmeiti of India Act there may be 
paid to any Minister so appointed in any provinet the same mkuj 
m is payable to a Member ol tbe Exeeuiive Ck>oncil in that provinee» 
nalais a smaller salary is imovided by vote of tbe Legislatite Coitiiotl (rf 
tbe province. We are to-day dealing with a teeolutiofi as regards tbe 



nmu^ of HioMterB and tfeoir aalary, ond eVon if this i^btidii ia 
oarrM, it will in no way whatever avail to alter the Miniilers’ salary. 
For it will only he a recommendation and not such a vote of the Council 
as is r^uired by the Act. That vote can be givtu during the budget 
discussion and so the whole thing will come up when the demand for 
Ministers* salaries ia tinder discussion. These speeches and amend- 
ments may be brought forward at that time, and I suggest that it is a 
mere waste of time to discuss the matter now. 

fUi iaiwdifr Dr. HARIOHAN OUTT: (Inaudible in the Reporters* 
Rallery). 


PRESIDENTS What Mr. Prentice suggests is that so far as the 
salaiies of Ministers are concerned, this resolution, if carried, will not 
be binding on anybody. That is perfectly true and clear. But there is 
another issue involved in the resolution which is entirely distinct and 
is not covered by what Mr. Prentice has said, although I can very well 
anticipate what he will say with regard to that. 

Tlli HofPbli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. May I point out the legal 
position, SirP It may save the time of the House. Under section 52 
(1) of the Government of India Act it is entirely the function of the 
Governor to appoint Ministers, and not of the Government which means 
the Governor in Council or the Governor acting with his Ministers. All 
I can say is that the remarks made in the course of the debate to-day 
will be communicated to His Excellency for such action as he might 
wish to take. 

•if. B. G. CHATTERdEEs That is the whole object of the debate. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir. Dr. Dutt 
has asked the permission of the House to withdraw his motion 

•if. PRESIDENT: Dr. Sen Gupta is now in possession of the House 
and I allowed Mr. Prentice to intervene so that he may explain the 
legal position. 

Tilt HoiPlilt Hr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May I ask whether 
Dr. Dutt cannot be allowed to withdraw the first part of his motion, 
leaving the second part for discussion? 

HtlllviiABIlii KASIM: After what has been stated by tbe Hon*bIe 
Mr« Prentm, I want your ruling whether the resolution as it stands, 
inolutive of pai^ls I and U, and the amendment of Br, Nareah Chandra 
Sen Giqita^ should be ^owed to be discussed P 
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4 Hr. roiilOlMTa Why not? The Hon*ble Mr. Frtntioe could not 
IftTO mennt thiit this resolution could not be at all brought before the 
jltonse and discussed. He wanted the House to realise the legal 
j^ition» and if in spite of what has fallen from his lips, the mover 
wants to proceed with the resolution there is nothing to prevent him 
Irom doing so. 

Mr. SNAHTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
I want to know whether this resolution was put before His Excellency 
because 1 find that under the rules His Excellency has authority to 
disallow any motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is more than what 1 c^in say. 1 may tell 
the House that Dr. Dutt can withdraw his resolution, if he likes, by 
leave of the House; but Dr. Sen Gupta can insist on his amendment 
being discussed as a substantive motion. In any case, the proper time 
for Dr. Dutt to withdraw will be after Dr. Sen Gupta resumes his seat. 

Dr. NARESH OHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, T do not want to 
draw the attention of House to the salaries which are paid to Ministers 
in different countries, but I shall mention the case of England, which 
is one of the richest countries in the world, where the income of private 
individuals is so high that it cannot War any comparison with the 
income of private individuals here. England with her l)udgete<l income of 
.£739 millions, which comes to alMuil Us. 1,000 crores, pays her Cabinet 
Ministers between £2,000 and £5,000 a year, excluding the Ijord 
Chancellor, who gets £10,000 a year. Now, Sir, the Lord Chancellor 
or the Attorney-General or the Solicitor-General gets a high salary for 
very excellent reasons, because it is necessary to attract to these posts 
leading lawyers, and the income of the leading lawyers in England 
greatly exceeds the salary of the Lord Chancellor. I.#eaving aside the 
salary of the Lord Chancellor, the salaries of fhe Cabinet Ministers 
range from £2,000 to £5,000 and the salaries of all Ministers not on the 
Cabinet range from £1,200 to £2,500. And this in a country where 
the personal incomes of individuals, as I have said, cun bear no com- 
parison with those of private individuals here and the total budget 
income of which is Rs. 1,000 crores, as against our income of about 
Be. 12 crores. Now, Sir, if this is the position there, is there any 
justification for us to pay this huge salary to our Ministers when we 
are not in a position to realise from them tbfi essential services which 
« the subject is entitled to get from Qovemment in return for taxes paid 
by bityi- Sir, I believe it will be admitted by all that the first function 
of Government is to serve the people and tbe first object of taxation is 
io return it to ibe peaph in services, but a t«q>dieavy admini^tioa 
likA ours deprives the people of the servioes whiek tliey sre entitled to 
gutoat of it* 
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Wftll, it 18 fMissible tkai if tke falaries of tko l[ltii8tor8 W ireduoed^ 
M I have suggested, the savings will not be such as to enable Goverti* 
meat to render any essential service to the people, but at any lute it 
will give some indication that those at the top, realising that the peqpl# 
aie dqirived of essential services, do not themselves take these ^bnlcma 
salaries. 

Sir, it has been said that Es, 3,000 is far too small to a 

Minister in proper style. Now, Sir, I am a poor man and 1 am not in a 
position to say anything about style, but I do not feel that Be. 3,000 ia 
a small income. There may be members in this House to whom 
Es. 3,000 would be an impossible income to live on, but I can tell the 
House that I know of one gentleman whose monthly income is some* 
where near Rs. 60,000 — he is not in this House — and who is still hope* 
lessly in debt. I hope Mr. Prentice will be able to hit upon the gentle* 
man, because he is dealing with his case. If you fix the pay of the 
Ministers at Rs. 3,000 a month, as I have suggested, they will not feel 
the pinch of poverty. After all are they there to maintain their style 
and position, or arc they there to render service to the people? If they 
are there to render service, then the maintenanc.e of style and position 
ought to be the last consideration with them. They may dress them* 
selves if need he in the meanest of clothes, they may tiike the meanest 
of food, if necessary, but I do not w'unt them to do so. Rupees 3,000 
per month does not mean starvation or going out in rags. 

3-15 p.m. 

I think that a salary of Rh. 3,000 for the Ministers would be quite 
adequate. So far as the present ministry is concerned and so far as 
the ministeries of the past are concerned, with one exception I may 
say they have been re<'niite<l from the aamindar class. A mere com- 
moner has no chance of becoming a Minister having regard to the 
fact that the Ministers whom the Governor has called upon to shoulder 
the responsibility have lieen drawn from the samindars. I take this as 
an act of charity and charity on receipt of Rs. 3,000 a month is not 
much to ih« samindam. 

There is another question to which I would draw the attention of ik^ 
House. We are not in a position to say now whai is the preset 
financial position of the Government of Bengal. It cannot be very 
prosperous. We know that the financial pomtion of the people of 
Bengal is well-nigh desperate. There have been other countries whieh 
have been feeling this stress of financial crisis, and what have the other * 
countries done? Day after day we are receiving telegrams from 
diBMent dqjmirles that they are cutting down the salmrms of tiieir 
Cilihiet IDnhiters. I do not know whether the Hmi’bte Mr. Marr w^ 
snggeel any redibtion in the budget for next year; f suppoee he wiE. 
If tlwre ia a questioa of reduction. I think reductioii^ like dkaiity, intsst 
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lipii at iMme. You must bofrin by reducinfr th« huge Marios ftt ^ tof^ 
w»iit to let the axe fall on the de{»artment4» lower down. There ie 
110 other way. I think that if there is any question of ^nanoial strm 
Jbesiig felt, the question which can only he solved by reductioni, the 
ll^aiaters themselves ought to otuae forward tvith an offer of reduction d 
their salaries side by side, before there is any proposal for reduction of 
the salary of any Imperial service officer or of any Govemment 
servant or any form of reduction whatsoever. A|>art frmn the question 
of reduction, the effect of the situation is that at the present moment 
the people of Bengal, other than those who have fixed income like 
the Govemment servants, are suffering very much, they are feelingr 
the pinch of poverty. When the condition of the country is like this, 
it does not seem fit that the rulers of the country, persons who hold 
the position of the rulers of the country should continue to draw fat 
sakries without any reduction. In my opinion the Ministers them- 
selves should have come forward to make this sacrifice, even though 
it be only as a temporary measure. Apart from that, I say Rs. 3,000 
a month is as high a salary as the finances of Bengal can afford 


p*y- 


Rai Bahadur Drt HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, after having heard 
what the Hon'ble Mr. Prentice has said, I l)eg leave of the House 
to withdraw the resolution. 


Mrt PRESIDENT: Ijeave has been asked for 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: I wanted to speak, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mauivi Abul Kaseui, 1 may tell you that you 
should not rise in your place when I am addressing the House. It 
is a serious breach of parliamentary etiquette. I hope you will 
remember this. 

(On leave being refused to withdraw the resolution the discussion 
continued.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: With regard to the next amendment, the ruling 
that I have already given washes it out altogether. 

The amendment was as follows:— 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARBSWAR RAY to move, by way of 
amendmant, that in motion of Rai Bahadur Br. Haridhan Butt, linsa 
4 to 6 , the words **and that it be recommended to His Excellency tha 
Governor that up to four Ministors be ap^inted within the budget 
provsiion ol Rs. be deleted. 
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Mr. PRiUDENTl I now cnll vtpon Mr. B. €. ChsUeijm to mcm 
his amendment. 


Mr. B. 0. GHATTERtliEs I beg to more, by way of amendment, 
that motion of Bai Bahadur Br. Haridhan Butt do take the following 
fom : — 


/^This Council recommends to the Bovemment that it be recom- 
mended to His Excellency the Goremor that lour Ministers be 
apiK>inted within a Budget proTision of Rs, 1,92,000/* 

8ir, the amendment which I have proposed symbolises a political 
faith I and my colleagues on this side of the House cherish very 
earnestly. I am one of those who think that the only way for the 
Hindus and Muhammadans to work on a united political platfoirm 
fer the common benefit of our motherland would be by so ordering 
matters as to place Hindus and Muhammadans in the same advantage 
and same disadvantage; that is to say, no Hindu shall claim for his 
own community any advantage which he is not willing to extend to 
the Muhammadans, nor shall any Muhammadan claim any advantage 
whi<*h he is not prepared to extend to the Hindus. 


Khan BaiUMlur Miulwi AZIZUL HAQUE: Then let them both have 
a majority in the Council. 

Mr. B. 0. CHATTERflEES My friend Mr. Haque is a distinguished 
lawyer, but having been in Government service for some time he has 
lost his power of thinking. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 


Mr. B. 0. OHATTERdEE: I ask everyone of my Muhammadan 
brothers well as my Hindu brothers to recognise the reality that 
no amount of squabbling and differing will serve any useful purpose. 
We should agree that none of us shall claim any advantage over those 
of the other community. I think it is an anomaly that on the ministry 
we should have a majority either of Hindus or of Muhammadans. 
They should be equal in number. This would set an example which 
I hope will be followed all down the line, so that whenever possible 
Hindus and Muhammadans shall participate in equal eharts in all 
the officeSvtinder Government 1 look forward to the day when we 
Will have The same aumbm- of representatives in this Ckmncil on the 
bash of a joilM electorate; and it is with a view to initiating this 
doctrine of equal division that 1 have brought forward tibia lesoluti^ 
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the late Sir Siir^dra I^ath BaHerjee ^hea 
were two Hindu and one Muhammadan Hinisiere, the AUtne 
mamBlj existed, and if I had had the privilejre of beinif in this 
Council then, I would have certainly moved for one more Muham- 
Biidaii Minister. Thus and thus alone could we unite and do som^ 
thing for our common advantage. My friend. Dr. Haridhan Dtttt. 
got rather frightened on hearing the speech of the Hon’hle Mr. Prentice ; 
I do not know why. We know that this resolution, if ever accepted 
by this House, cannot increase the numlwr of Ministers. But 
this is an intimation that we are going to give to His Excellency the 
Oovernor that in the next arrangement of things he might appoint 
two Hindu and two Muhammadan Ministers instead of two Muham- 
madan and one Hindu Minister; and in order to lay aside all criticisms 
regarding extravagant recommendations being made by us, we are also 
telling him that he might within the same budget provision which 
exists now have four Ministers instead of three. I am fortified in thk 
recommendation by the fact that I know that each one of the present 
three Ministers who are my friends and for whom I have much respect 
will be equal to the sacrific^e which will be involved in four Miinstem 
being appointed within the budget provision of Rs. 1,92,000. I am 
sure every one of them will readily accept Rs. 4,000 instead of Rs. 6,000 
and odd. I have no doubt about that. 1 am absolutely confident of 
the patriotism of all of them. Therefore I submit that the discussion 
of this resolution will not be fruitless, as the Hon*ble Mr. Prentice 
has already said. We know that the only person who can regulate 
this matter is His Excellency the Governor, and therefore we should 
give him an intimation in time of what we should like him to do next 
year. 


The only other matter to which I should like to refer is that raised 
by Mr. Sen Gupta, that is, the question whether the salary of the 
Ministers should be fixed at Rs. 3,000 or Rs. 4,000. I do not think 
that is the essential question. The essential question js that the 
Hindus and Muhammadans should have an equal number of Ministers. 
That is tbe question before the House, and I hope on this question the 
House will unanimously come to a decision in favour of my amend* 
inont. I appeal to my Muhammadan friends not to disappoint us in 
this respect, because I know that in their heart of hearts they would 
like nothing bettm* than to see the Muhammadans in a position of 
oquality with the Hindus. That .being so, I appeal to them not to 
Hsten to any other voice, but to come with us, ^e Hindus, into the 
•ame lold>y. 1 appeal to the non-ofUctal European members either 
4o come with us or remain neutral^ but not to vote with GoTemment 
in a meehaalca! way. So far as I can eee, this is aot a matter in 
Wfhioh OoTemmeat ie interested ami I do not siq^poee Ooverameal 
vote on this motioa. I hope my EuiopeiMi fsieadi will eitlief 
aheeiTe etrki aeutrality or ooam doag with us ia the eame lobby. 

f7 
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Mr. PfIitIDiNTs I diMiUow the next amendment standing in tbr 
name of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai, mler section d8 (2) of thn 
Legislative Council Rules as it appears to me to be frivolous. 

Mr. Pt BANERdlS I beg to move, by u'ay of aniendmenti that in 
motion of Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Butt — 

(t) in line 5, for the words “four Ministers” the words “two» 
Ministers” be substituted; and 

(it) that in the last line, for the figures “1,92,000” the figurea 
“96,000” be substituted. 

The first part suggests that instead of four Ministers there should 
be two Ministers. Somebody suggests that there should be one 
Minister. Yes, we can do with one Minister and I was tempted to 
move for one Minister. We all know that all these departments have 
been run without Ministers and it does not matter much whether we 
have any Ministers or not, but in order to make my proposal a modest 
one, I have suggested the appointment of two Ministers for the 
present. 

At present there is not sufficient work to be done by the three 
Ministers. Sir, times without number questions have been asked in 
this House even when the Swarajists were here (A voice: You are a 
Swarajist). No, I was not a Swarajist. I defeated the Swarajists. 

, As I was saying, time without number questions have been asked by 
the Swarajists and even by members who have entered the Council hj 
a mere fluke after the Swarajists left it 

Mf. PRESIDENTS We have nothing to do with the Swarajists at 
th«) present moment and I take the strongest possible exception to* 
your remarks that some members of this Council have come here by 
a fluke. I must ask you to withdraw that statement of yours. 

Mr. P. RANERdI: I withdraw what I have said, but I say that the* 
question WmiU not have arisen at all if the mover of the resolution 
had not brought this into the discussion. Sir, it has been found from 
answers put by members that there is not sufficient work for Ministers 
and they are merely so many signing officials. Every work is done by 
assistants and Secretaries who are all I. C. S. men. Therefore I 
strongly say that there is no justification for so many Ministers. It 
will be seen therefore that my amendment is a very simple one. 

My seeoi^ item is for the reduction of the salaries of the Ministen^ 
1 have sugfested a reduction of 50 per cent. It has been said that 
tha administratkii is top-heavy and on account of the economic maim 
md there being a deftrit of Ba. 50 lakhs as pointed out by Hiw 
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the other day aad alio in Tiew of the fact that OoTem* 

' Hent is making reduction in Tarious other departments, I suggest that . 
tikeir salary should be reduced by 50 per cent. I think this suggestion 
ol mifiA it a very reasonable one. 


It has been suggested by previous speakers that the Ministers being 
recruited from the landed aristocracy should take a very small salary. 
I think they can do without salaries. They are elected members of 
tbe Council and they have come here to serve their motherland. 
However, as they are doing some work, I suggest that they may be 
paid according to the work they do. With these words, I commend 
my amendment to the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Before 1 allow a general discussion on the 
question now before the House, I should like to lay down certain 
limitations beyond which no member should cany the debate. 
Besides, at the very outset let me ask the House to remember that the 
members who have initiated the debate were allowed to raise certain 
definite points and so the general discussion must centre round those 
points. I better enumerate them one by one: — 

il) Will the propovsals which the House has been osked to consider 

contribute towards the stability of the ministry? 

(2) Is the quantity of work which each Minister has got to do 

too light or too heavy? 

(3) Should the number of Ministers be increased or decreased? 

(4) Should the salary of existing Ministers be cut down on economic 

grounds? 

(5) Whether there should be an equal numlrer of Hindus and 

Muhaniiiiadans in the ministry? 

I hope members speaking on tbe subject will bear these points in mind 
and confine themselves chiefly to those points. 

Rfftraml B. A, NAGi Cne of the most refreshing speeches that 
we have had the pleasure of listening to was that by Mr, J. N. Basis 
in commending the resolutions of Mr. 8. M. Bose and Mr. J. K. Gupta. 
Inspired by the proceedings of the Hound Table Conference, he came 
here and gave us his views on communalism in a way stirred ue 
to our veiy depths; and if I could correctly judge, our Muhammadan 
friends too. Probably we are reconciled to their attitude towards the 
Hindu-Moelem problem. But to-day we have had disappointment and 
mmkfw from members of the same party in the fonn of a resolution 
and mmB of tiie amendments which are unmistakably nothing but 
metremely oommnnal. Sir, Ibis is an occasion when we ought to gp 
iWh tiie apitor vary enrioiuly. II Hiis reeolution was tibo ground 
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<4 petmomf, I tti #ai« if &et# time Ifiniitom, «ko ferw— t tin 
nenifam of tkis Ctnucil, wen aaketi to egwe to Be. 4,ti6ll omIi, torn 
would hove been no need lor this reeolntion faeng is thw 

Conncil. The proper course would hare hnn for ti>e namhm to 
suggest and o2er it to the Ministers as their considered opinian. But 
that is not the view represented. The view is not Be. 4.000, but the 
four Ministers, which is an out and out oomnsanal question. 

Mr. PRItIBfNTt 1 am afraid your remarka are a bit aweeping. 

Rmrofid B. A. NAC: r wa8 reff^rriug to Rome amendments, Sir, 
and not to all airiendinenttt. Had Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta 
moved his aniandment on the ground of economy, I could have foUoared 
him. But he was ctmipariug the Hou*ble Ministers with the Judges 
of the High Court who are permauent oibcials, whereas our Ministers 
are here to-day and to-morrow they may he nowhere. (Dr. Habxsh 
Ohahdha Sen Gupta: I never spoke of the Court Judges.) 

Probably not. Comparison has l>een made with permanent officers and 
with Ministers in England where, by the traditions of Parliament, 
they have a certain amount of stability which our Ministers unfor* 
tunately have not here. But the greatest difficulty in connection with 
the idea of economy is here. If you reduce the salaries of the 
Ministers, I am afraid it will gradually be assumed that the Ministers 
should be chosen from among rich samindars, retired lawyers, retired 
doctors who have made their fortunes and can afford simply to accept 
pocket money. (A voice: And not Pastors P) It will he difficult for 
Pastors, They are poor people. They could not give up their own 
I^ition for the sake of Rs. 4,000 or less and then within a month’s 
time — ever uncertain as the ministry ie<-their position is gone — ^their 
means of earning is gone and they have to begin their life again. 
Sir, if the Council had treated the Bengal Ministers with a certain 
amount of respect and ci^nffdence, probably such amendments hearing 
economy might have been quite in order. Has it been suggested that 
there sW^ be four Ministers, because the- work is very heavyf No, 
oat Pf the movers of the amendments has said that, when there weie 
no Ministers, the work went on as smoothly and splendidly as at present. 
Tht real bans is — and Mr. Bi C. Chatterjee has made no secret of 
it— that the (^jeot of the ameadmont is communal. May I read 
Ifr . Chatterjee’s amendment F It runt thus ; **Tlus Council rooommends 
to the Qovemment that it he recommended to His lxoelka<^ Mie 
Governor that lour Ministers he amminted within a liu%et poosidbA 
of Rs, Sir, 1 would like to ask my friend, Mr. Chnttsijin, 

that if His fooallaney is pleased to ai^'nt three 
l[inhit«rs and cme Hindu Minister, would he he nleamdF if 
m HBOtHsAPy is ptaaisd to nppoiiit ^ 
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wmM hB be My fri€fed, Mr. Cbetterjee, weeta 

MmM thwpa sboeld be an equal neieb^ of Htndesi aad Mubattt«|adani 
, In He mtaifllry. 8tr, I aak aad atk you in aU aeriotHmeat ; Is not 
Hat ©oiaTOiwalP Most eommunal I siiooJd think! Noir, Sir, this ia 
the oooeaioa, alter the Hound Table Conference, for the big broths' 
«^the Hindus — to demonstrate to his Muhammadan brethren that they 
hare no communal feeling. 

d46 p.m. 

Three of our colleagues of this Council are Ministers and unless wa 
learn to look upon them as colleagues apart fnim their religion we am 
thinking communally, and this communal spirit will go on. 
Mr. C. Chatierjee’s idea that the communal feeling will vanish as 
soon as there are two Muhammadan Ministers and two Hindu Ministers 
will he found to t)e absolutely groundless. It will be something like 
the Armed Peace of Europe. Every boily is preparing for war but 
they cannot "fight bei'ause they have not the strength to fight. What 
I want to say now is that we do not care whether the Ministers art 
Muhammadans or Hindus; the fact that they are our colleagues ia 
quite sufiicient. When that is done there will be some hope that the 
communal problem which may wrec'k all that Mr. Hamsay MacDonald 
has been trying to do will W solved. I hope there is none so communal 
among us as to vote for either the resolution of Dr. llaridhan Duti 
or Hr. B. C. Chatterjee’s amendment. I#et us tiy to show that w# 
are above this communal spirit just as the Muhammadans did when 
the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea and Sir P. C. Milter were the 
two Hindu Ministers and there was only one Muhammadan Minister. 
In those days no such question aro.se. the big brother rise to the 
occasion and say that we do not want to raise any such question 
whatsoever now. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMA|I SAtU: I beg to suppoH the amend- 
ment moved by Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. I may say at the 
very beginning that as to the resolution moved by Dr. Haridhan Butt 
I abould certainly follow the behest of the Chair and take up the points 
mpde by Dr. Butt for having four Ministers. I will take up that 
piuri of the res<^ution first and then I shall deal with the amendmenl 
of Br. Naresli Chandra Sen Gupta. 

I am fiot «fte Of ibom who, like the pfevtous speaker, see a tiger 
in every buiih and scent communalism in every raeh proposal. I havO 
hmrd or rather read something like the argument advanced by the 
§mvBm (^Nsaher In a wwiilar MNw #hirh #is eifHilatnd to the 
membm ft this OoniicU two or Ibiio Hqrl ago. The pnfilr libnt Ht 
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existence ol whicli 1 had no protkm knowledge put the eaine eign- 
meitt which has been advanced by the Bevd. B. A. Nag. That paper 
wae iwnt to me as it was sent to many othmr membeie ol this House 
with an article marked, which strongly resembles the Bengali trans* 
lation of Bevd. B. A. Nag*s speech. 1 am not going to treat this 
question as a communal question. 


Htversfld B. At NAG: May I say that I have not seen that articleP 


Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: But great minds think alike; 
the editor or the correspondent of the Snmik and the Bevd. B. A. Nag 
think alike. 

So far as the argument that unless you have four Ministers you 
will not have a stable ministry is concerned, my reply is that we have 
tried the thing with two Ministers and with three and now we want 
four, but then as I had occasion to say last year the ministry would 
be absolutely stable if we had 110 Ministers, for then there would be 
nobody to bring forward any motion against the Ministers’ salary. 
Although a huge sum would be required to pay 110 Ministers, if so 
many were appointed, yet 1 think the Hon’ble Mr. Marr would be 
able to get that passed without any difficulty for almost every one of 
118 would be interested in it. But joking apart I do not really see 
how we can honestly say that a ministry of four will be more stable 
than a ministry of three. As has been pointed out by several previous 
speakers there were three Ministei^s at the earliest stage of the reforms, 
two Hindus and one Muhammadan and there was no question of the 
stability having l>een endangered because there were three Ministers. 
I do not see any reason why if we have faith and (confidence in the 
gentlemen who are appointed as Ministers, there should be a ministry 
of four. 

Then, again, another slight difficulty arises in the way of my 
supiKuting this question of having four Ministers. As the Ck>uncil 
knowf the appointment of the number of Ministers is in the hands 
of His Ihiliillitocy the Governor and I take it that before this new 
Ocrancil House was built some advice was taken from His Excellency 
as to the number of seats to be provided for Ministers and Members 
(although I know nothing about it). I see that on the front treasury 
bench there are only seven seats now and there is no room for an eighth 
member of the Cabinet on the front bench ; that shows which way the 
wind is blowing. There is absolutely no chance of His Excellency 
agreeing ^ have eight members. 

MmM BYBO MAJID BAKBH: Them aie seven seats and aa 

aighth would abstract the passage. 



« Mr. NAKiNORA KUMAR lAtUl Ro far at Mr. B. 0. 

^jiu^rjee’s amendment is conceded I take exeeption to hie famarka 
lint not on the ground an Herd. B. A. Nag haa said of being communal. 
Wbat I moan to say is this: Are we here to settle the Hindu- 
Ifnkammadan question by an equal diyision of spoils and offices f 
That I submit is not the shortest way or the easiest way or even the 
real way to settle Hindu-Muhammadan differences. If we simply agree 
on the door of the House that all Qoverninent posts must l>e held 
hall and half by the Hindu and the Muhammadan communities and 
take no notice of the Anglo-Indian community or other people who 
have a claim on the services, I take it that even if we agree that 80 
per cent, of Government posts should be ‘left open to the two major 
communities, 40 per cent, to the Hindus and 40 per cent, to the Muham- 
madans, and then leave the 20 per cent, to other communities that I 
submit is not a reasonable way of settling our communal differences. 
How can we say that we must settle everything by e<iualiiy of division P 
For example, it is no use saying that, because four Indians have been 
ele(‘ted Fellows of the H^iyal So<‘iety — and they ore all Hindus — the 
next four members must be Muhammadans, or that since up to now 
only two Hindus have got the Nobel prise, the next two to get the 
Nobel prise should be Muhammadans. That will never settle the 
Hindu-Muhammadan question. I do not think that even if we have 
an equal number of Hindu and Muhammadan Ministers the Hindu- 
Muhairimadaii question will be solved. I suggest that when a person, 
be he Hindu or Muhammadan, bec^oraes a |>art of the executive Govern- 
ment I take it that he ('eases to l>e a Hindu or a Muhammadan; at 
least he ought to cense to l>e so. And he ought to have the whole 
countr\^’s interest at heart. It is no use saying that Wause a certain 
Minister, a Hindu or a Muhammadan, has shown some partiality for 
a, member of his own community, therefore that Minister is communal. 
I strongly repudiate the idea. I take it that after all members of 
this House, when they become Ministers, do not cease to be the repre- 
sentatives of the people. They are not a pari of the bureauerracy in 
4he sense that Members of the Executive Council are. They are 
still members representing popular opinion in the Cabinet of His 
Excellency the Governor and popular views do not mean either Hindu 
views or Mohammaclan views. I submit there is absolutely no reason 
why the religious creed of a member of this Council will be the criterion 
for the appointment of Ministers. 

It is said that apart from the exacting parliamentary duties these 
Ministers have to do they have to carry their fellow members along 
with them and to go about the country explaining their views. I 
•tibini^ that even for that purpose it is not necessary to have more 
Ministers pr to give them more pay. As it hat been stated fummtm 
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ilma d|000 » month nad in order to go $bmt thi coonttiT 
I take it that even il they are paid Be. . lv0QO a month fhif^ 
will have extra travelling allowancee to go about and I ^nk that 
will iuffice. So far as the Bevd. Mr. Nag’s contention is ooacefned 
that because they are not permanent olHcials they should be paid a 
high salary^ I snlnnit that the statement of such a proposition carriea 
its own refutation with it. It is not necessary that because they aiw 
not permanent officials or that they do not have statutory or goarantfed 
stability for any length of time or do not have pension or provident 
fund attached to their posts, they must be paid at a very high rati* 
Of course we ought to pay them enough to keep them in comfort so 
that they may do their best for their country’s good. But it has been 
•aid times without number from public platforms all over India that 
the Public Services in India are the most hi^^ly paid in all the world 
and that they ought to be reduced and because we cannot touch the 
high salaries of the Members of the Executive Council I submit there 
is absolutely no reason why our countrymen will not agree to accept a 
lower salary to do their country’s work. As far as the Hon’ble 
Hr. Prentice’s further point that it is no use having this discussion is 
concerned I submit that it is useful, in that, if the opinion of the 
House is known to Government there is nothing to prevent the budget 
being drawn up or being recommended to be drawn up in the way in 
which the Council want it to be drawn Up. 


Tim Hsn’Mt Mr* A* MARIIS I think the section is quite clear on 
this point. 

Maulvl ABUL KAtCMl 1 rise to oppose the resolution put 
forward by Dr. DuU. I was anxiously waiting to hear the arguments 
to be put forward by him. As you have stated, Sir, from your position, 
one of the reasons for which he wants the number of Ministers to be 
raised was that the existing Ministers were overburdened and that the 
wmk eilha province was suffering on account of an adequate number of 
Ministers, ^e Hon’ble Mr. Prentice now and then comes forward 
with a request to the House to increase the numb^ of the police and 
poliee officers, and the ground put forward by him is that they cannot 
nope with the situation without additional hands. 

Here in this case, Sir, neither His ExceUency the Governor nor hk 
officers haye come forward to say that the work of tho Government 
oannot be f^mried op without any additional Minister. We have been 
ihdd that it is necessary for peace and hannouy that the number ef 
Hindus and Muhemmadans should be even end Bai Beheder 
Ihr. Hari^ian Pnit» i^making on this point, remiMrked that in the $9fl 
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Cm»il wImmi ikm wei« tifo Emdu mi mBiy oim MvIimi^ 
IlfH^f Mkitim tlim wen whiaperingt d protest from tiie Mthen* 
jnedeiie. I entirely deny that, and 1 believe that one of the ICinialeiw^ 
lUEifortnnately he ia absent just no# — will beOr me out that not only 
llnasalman members of the Jjeprislative Council but the Moslem pitUic 
fntside supported the ministry and have never raised the slightest cry 
that there were two Hindus and one Mussalman. The difficulty about 
tike stability and continuance of the ministry arose from the date that 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, Lord Lytton, made a blunder 
and appointed two Muhammadans 

Mi^ I^MSIDCNTs Maulvi Sahib, you better not bring in the 
of Lord Lytton and attach any blame to him personally. 

Maiilvi ABUL KAiBMl But he appointed the ministry. 

KlMifi BaliaAir Maulvi AIIZUL HAQIlIi On a point of order. Sir. 
Are we not at liberty to discuss the actions of the past Governor f 

Mr. PIIESIOEtiT: What I said is that it is better pot to bring in 
the name of the ex-Govemor of Bengal in a particular act and attach 
any blame to him personally. 

Maulvi ABUL KAiEMs With due deference to your ruling I submit 
that since then we have had many ministries tnrned out. We have 
been told further that Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea started some gooj 
work and that this work cnnnot be brought to completion or carried onr 
because the ministry was not a stable one, and that there was no one ter 
carry it on. 1 submit with due respect to my friend, the mover of the 
resolution, that it has been proved conclusively that the intelligent 
and cultured of Bengal have declared the acts of the late Sir Bnrendiw 
Nath Banerjea and his proposals were not only not good hut unsuitedi 
to this country and unpopular and unpatriotic except perhaps thw 
CaloutU Corporation Act. The reason why the Bengal Txical Belf*^ 
Oovemment Act and rural water-supply scheme were not carried out 
wart because there was obstruction and obstacles all along the linw 
frena Uie most influential and patriotic section of my conntrymea. 1 
will not detain the House any further. I have great respect for 
Mr. B* C. Gbatterjee personally and 1 am glad to see that he has staiaA 
that in the admiaisiration of Bengal the responsibility should be shareA 
aqaaljy by Hindus and Muhammadans. I am glad of the sentinieiii and 
} aaa vay fra» personal knowledge that Mr. B. 0. Chatterjee mmm 
* what he says. I believe my Muhammadaa friends will be only too ii^aA 
if i bif principle is followed. Here there is a ministry in which there 
are two Ifussalmaas aad one Hindu nnd therefore it is neoessnry Iw 
pTPiQtTn the e<|uiltbriu]ii. I would appeal to Mr. B. 0. Chatterjss anA 
^ ^ thane hi a«tb®ritar, that in the provincial, subordanata and miniaiefiil 
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«in*yices the diilerence of proportion it very great taiii they ought to 
eee that a percentage of equality is brought about at the earliest 
possible moment. 

As regards the salary of the Ministers, I, as a poor man, cannot say 
vrhat is absolutely necessary for the maintenance of their dignity, 
position or anything of the kind, but I think that the Ministers ol 
Bengal, so far as their personal comfort and requirements are con- 
4 ^riied (inaudible in the Reporters’ gallery). 

Mft H» CUHAf Sir, the question of the ministry is being 
discussed from three points of view and they are stability of the ministry, 
quantity of work that the Ministers are doing and proportion of the 
oommunities in the ministry. It has been pointed out that the ministry 
will be more stable if it is composed of four Ministers. I deny this. 
The stability of the ministry in Bengal cannot be made certain under 
any condition. Appoint as many Ministers as you can, but the ministry 
will not be stable till the members of this House cease to indulge in the 
game of ^^ministry-breaking.” Sir, I hope that the possibility of 
toying with the ministry has to a very large extent disappeared from 
the Council with the withdrawal of the Swarajists from the legislatures 
And I am sure the present ministry will be stable without any addition 
lOr alteration. 

Then, Sir, some members think that the output of the work will 
largely increase if the number of Ministers is increased to four. I do 
not think any good case has been made • out on that behalf. Our 
Ministers are not overworked and we have not yet heard of any 
accumulation of arrears in the transferred departments. Lastly, the 
proportion of the communities in the ministry. This, I think, is the 
real point at issue, for Mr. B. C. Chatter jee has made no secret of the 
iact that his demand for the appointment of the fourth Minister is 
based on the desire of the Hindus of his way of thinking to see another 
Hindu appointed in the ministry. He considers the present majority 
oi the Mussalmans in the ministry objectionable. This is a theory 
which is MUj' only not tenable but positively mischievous at the present 
moment. Mr. Chatlerjeo has conveniently forgotten the existence of 
^mmmunities other than the Hindu and Mussalman. Cannot the 
Europeans claim one-Alth or one-tenth of the ministry? Communal cry 
in connection with the ministry should be strongly deprecated and I 
vrould ask the members of my own community to remember that the 
Mussalmans never raised this cry when the Hindu element predominated 
in the first ministry in Bengal. 

Sir, 1 wjSl now refer to the question raised by Dr. Naresb Chandra 
Ben Gupta. He wants to reduce the salaries of the Ministers to effed 
aoonomy. I really fail to understand what great things wiH be acooml^ 
plielied by eaving a lew tbousaade of mpeee in a year* We ate not In 4 









S itioii to toiieh tke recierved departments and there is no pri^ioeal to 
ke an aU-ronnd rednction in the pay of Government eerranta of the 
l^nsferred departments. Why then think of snatching away a few 
^ottsands from the salaries of the Ministers}' Sir, it Uas been said 
t^t the saying effected may be utilised for the work of the nation* 
Imildittg departments, but where is the guarantet^ on that behalf P Can 
yro be sure that the savings will not be spent by Mr. Preniicse for the 
police P Sir, the question of reduction should not be thought of till 
dhere is a proposal for albround reduction in the budget. 


Sir, I am opposed to the reduction of the solancs of the Ministers 
lor another reason. You are aware that ours is a caste-ridden country 
and we have got four principal castes, namely, Brahmin, Kshatriya, 
W’aisya and Sudra. Sir, to our misfortune this caste system has found 
place in the Cabinet. The head of the Government who is above ail in 
all respects enjoys the privileges of a Brahmin, for ho is supreme. 
Then the two European memb<»rs, one controlling the finance and the 
ather general administration, are powerful Kshatrias. Two Bengali 
lOembers of the Executive Council, one collecting land revenue and the 
other looking after irrigation for keeping the land fertile, are really 
Vaisyas. Lastly, the three Ministers who are controlled by the Brahmin 
at the top and slighted by the masses all round are occupying the 
4K>sition of the most despised Sudrns. The only rnleeming feature by 
which they can pretend to have an equal status with up|H?r caste 
members of the Cabinet is their salary and it will bo nothing short of 
scandalous to touch that salary. I, therefore, opjHWie the main 
resolution and all its amendments. 


4-15 p.in. 

Mr. W« L. TRAVERS: Sir, Mr. Chatterjee in his speech appealed 
to me and to my group to vote for the resolution and not to go 
mechanically to the Government side. 1 submit. Sir, that he is not 
quite correct in saying that we always go to the Government side, and 
ff on the present occasion we oppose the resolulion, it will not be 
yoting for the Government hut for the Ministers. I take it that if you 
fpprove the policy of the ministry, it is your duty to support it. That 
in our position at the present moment. 1 should like to say that had 
fbere been no ministry and if this resolution had been then introduced, 
yre should not have objected to it, because, we have heard a good deal 

oommunalism, and I and my group think that it is hound to arise to 
^ certain extent in the future, and the appointment of two Hindus and 
Ijro Muhanmiadans would have led to co-operation and toleration. On 
Ij^t aoconnt we should have been pleased to see four Ministers 
agpotnied, as Mr. Chatterjee has suggested. But at the present time, 
there happen to be three Ministers, two liuhammadans and one Hindu, 
end any, .pmtion of this kind m bound to be taken somewhat in 
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to the policy of tolmtioti. fkea, 8k| tluM lo imo^bi^ lyttf 
to be considered, vis., stability, and that is one of ike fveat objects §e» 
which we are here. We desire the stability of tlw ministiy above ai 
things, because there have been so many changes in the ministry 
there has been an absence of continuity in regard to ministerial policy. 
We greatly desire that the ministry should continue, lud, Inoreovst, 
we greatly desire that the present ministry should continue. We 
igrprove of their policy, we approve of their achievements, atod we 
greatly desire that they should continue in office without any change 
whatsoever. And we think that if there are to be Ministers, tliree is 
the right number under present conditions. 1 have seen a good deal, 
of the work of the ministry. I have been on a good many committees 
presided over by them. I think that although there is sufficient work 
at the present time for three Ministers, there is not sufficient work for 
ttur Ministers. I think at present they have sufficient work — ^perhaps 
net hard work but nndoubtedly a good deal of work. Over and above 
thk, the budget is before ns, and the economies which are to be effected 
win entail a good deal of additional work, but even then that work will 
not be sufficient for one more Minister. 

Sir, one speaker has drawn a comparison between tbe salaries paid 
to the Ministers in Great Britain and those paid here*. With regard to 
that there is no doubt at all that in the opinion of the public at Home ^ 
the pay of the Ministers in Great Britain is far too small. It is keeping 
sway from the service men who ought to be there. Many of these men 
^ to the city and are not able to serve the country, because they can 
make more money there. I think. Sir, a mad with a family is bound 
to consider the interest of his family and so he has to take into account 
the question of pounds, shillings, and pence. For that reason I am 
not in favour of any reduction in the salary of the Ministers here. I 
ihitik that Bengal with its 47 millions will require in time to come the 
•arvioes of the very best of her sons, and it is only by paying them 
adequate aalarks that you can obtain them. At the same time I quite 
Ufiue ^wt a penon tn the position of a Minister is etpecied to set im 
asmaqde to his own people. That is all I have to say, Sir. t do not 
any censure question arises. I oppose this resolution. 

Tlii Hail’bit Mr. W. 0. it. IFRSNTItll Sir, I riiM< to uxplan iba 

paaition of Government ae regarde this lUeolution and the amendmeati. 
lihig will <^pOM the motion. The first part of the rescdutkai deab 
with the pay of the Ministers. As 1 have already poiatad oat thia 
attarnpan, it is kid down in the Goverameat of ladia Act that the pay 
of the Miaisten should be the same as that of the Mambate df tha 
Saacutiff Couaoil, unlaes tha Legislative Gaunetl dacidea otharwiae hp 
vote. Wlum Mkisleri were imt an^mitedt tha Baveiiar af tha tkiw 
^a^M that they ehuuW »e#iva tha same adhuy as tha Hoa'lia 
Ikahata. That 4«»kiaii wia qutalioaed ia tiie Ohaiai} la iifil, hUkA 
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gli wm dmm wme MmM, Tkewlow, the vote of the Legfeletive 
^meil m it ete&ds to-dey, ig that the pay of the Kioistevs ahell be 
$m ew* aa that of Executive Counciliorg, and until the Council by 
^ vote on a pzoper oooaaion comet to a contrary decision, Government 
ndHi o^MMe notaong for a reduction of the salary of the Minitters. I do 
not fwopoae to say anythini^ for or aprainst this question now, as I m^jr 
hnv^ to apeak on this subject when the budget comes up for discussion. 

The second part of the resolution deals with the recommendation to 
His Excellency to appoint a certain number of Ministers— be they two 
or be they four. As I pointed out before, under the Act the seleotion 
of Ministers and their number are primarily the function of Hie 
Excellency, and we do not consider that it is for (iovemuient to make 
any recommendations to His Excellency. I do, however, promise that 
the proceedings of to>day's debate will be communicated to His 
Excellency so that if he chooses to take action thereon he may do an. 
3mt Oovemment will oppose the proposal to make a reeommendatioa 
to His Excellency on the subject. 

Maolvi TAMIZUDOIN KHANs Sir, I ritte to upp<ise the original 
resolution as well as the amendments which have been moved. I think 
1 need not say much in opposing this resolution and the amendments 
inasmuch as what the Hon’bie Mr. Prentice has said should be suffi- 
cient not only for defeating the motions but also for inducing the 
respective movers to withdraw them. Sir, Mr. H. C. Chaiterjee'a 
speech, in moving his amendment, might be open to the inierpreUiiou 
which has been put upon it by the Iteverend B. A. Nag and some other 
speakers, but I am absolutely sure that he did not move his amend- 
ment from a communal spirit. He is perfectly sincere in his desire 
to see that the communal tension in the country ceases. Bui I bag 
to submit that his motion is rather inopportune. The question of 
oommunal settlement is a large one, and in comparison with that the 
qfitestkm of the number of Ministers — Hindu and Muhammadan — is a 
very minor one. Therefore, it is not proper to attempt a piecemeal 
aoluiion of this problem on the floor of this House. I would point out 
to Mr. Chatterjee that it would be inadvisable on his part to press 
this motion to vote. Frem the tenor of the speeches in the House it 
tnems that kis motion is likely to be defeated, and if this happens I 
dtoli be extremely sorry because his proposition is one which deserves 
mweii mote cntelul consideration than can be gives to it in this 
CbttsieB, and, tberelore, if it is defeated without being propeHy eon* 
Mated, It irfU mean tlmi country is not disposed to consider bin 
propomticti at aH Tketelcre, it will be advisable on his part to 
Wsiiffimw kin me>tion. Bir, it has Wn said that this motion is 
impfooticahli, kneanse all ike posts and offices in tke couiitry cannot 
IHretpmHy. dividid kiHw o en Mimim and MnkamsBadniis, hut tkoit tHto 
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onticiaed Mr. Chstterjee in ‘Uiia faahion did not tnlce into aooonnt tlie 
faet that Mr. Ghaiterjee desired this division as far as practiciUile. 
We know that it is not always possible to divide all ike posts and 
ofEices equally between Hindus and Muhammadans, mid sa 
Mr. Chatterjee was careful enough to say that this should be done as far 
as practicable. Therefore, the criticism which has been buried at 
Mr. Chatterjee is to my mind not altogether fair. Of course, the 
question has been raised that there are other communities as well hi 
this country whose claims deserve consideration. Every one must 
admit that what Mr. Chatterjee meant was that Hindus and Muham- 
madans should share everything equally as far as practicable. That 
does not mean that other communities should be excluded. He does 
not say that 50 per cent, of all offices should go to the Hindus and* 
50 per cent, to the Muhammadans. Mr. Ormond points out that in 
this particular case there will be two Muhammadans and two Hindus 
and there will be no chance for Europeans to come in. Here the 
question is for the appointment of four Ministers only. When the 
new Reforms come, there will be 8 or 10 Ministers, and that will be 
the proper time for other smaller ( immunities to put in their claims. 
So far ns the present constitution is concerned, it does not seem very 
reasonable for other minor communities to claim as a matter of right 
that there should be representatives of their community in the ministry. 
So far as the Europeans are concerned, T have not hitherto found them 
very keen to be in the ministry^ and I do not think they will ever 
be keen so long as their other interests which they value much mom 
than the loves and fishes of ofii(;e are safeguarded. I do not want that 
any community should be deprived of its legitimate share of appoint- 
ments under Government, but I submit, Sir, that what Mr. Chatterjee 
has said has given us a very proper basis for further discussion. He 
has raised the question from a very admirable standpoint, and I think 
he should not jeopardise the issue and so I advise him to withdraw 
his motion. 

Then, Sir, as regards the question of prestige and salary, I wish 
tp spy a few words. Under the present arrangement the Ministers 
draw th# m^e salary as the Members of the Executive Council and 
their position is regarded as equal to that of the Executive 
Councillors. As the Members of the Executive Council draw a certain 
salary, it is only just and proper that the Ministers should alio draw 
the same salary. If their salary reduced, people will naturally 
think that their position is somewhat lower than that of the Executive 
CcuncOlors. Therefore, it is not desirable that their pay should he 
reduced. If their salary is reduced and some saving is slated, whmw 
would that aaving go? It does not lie with this Ccmncil to suggest 
whe<re that particular amount will fro. That is Isfft to others to decide. 
Therefore in th# present oiroumstancee it is not at aU adrisaUe inf 
press either the reeelution or Hie amendments to vole/ and I thmlc"' 
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members of the Honse who opfxised the withdrew*al of the 
Jl^otioa will now see their way to allow the mover to withdraw it, 

BniHI 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA* Sir, I am sorry that I 
support neither the resolution nor the amendment, neither the reduo* 
turn of the salary of the Ministers nor the increasing of their number. 
The arguments put forward by the mover of the resolution has fully 
c^mvinced me that Bengal has suffered and fallen ^^back in the race of 
progress owing partly to having no Ministers for some time and partly 
to the unstable condition of the ministry for some time. If that be so, 
if it is thought desirable to have a stable ministry for the progress 
of the wuntry, for driving malaria out of the country, for supplying 
pure drinking water in the rural ureas and many other improvements,^ 
why should the present ministry be given an unnecessary shaking? 

Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt’s arguments regarding the 
equality in the number of Ministers from the Muhammadan and non- 
Muhammadun communities have left me unconvinced of the nesessity 
of equalising the number. I am rather convinced that it will rather 
be unjustifiable on the part of the non-Muhamraadans to w'hirh I have 
the honour to belong, to try to get in another non-Muhammadan 
Minister when for not an inconsiderable time there were two iion- 
Muhammadan Ministers in Bengal. The effort to get in another non- 
Muhammadan Minister may reasonably be resented by my Muham- 
madan friends and therefrom a communal storm may be raised in thw 
country which under the present cc»flditioii of the country is most 
unwelcome. Further, as the Ministers do not say that they are over- 
burdened with work and want another colleague, why should another 
Minister wasting so much of the public money l»e appointed P 

As for the reduction of the salary of our Ministers, I think thr 
law allows equal salary to the Executive Councillors and the Minister! ; 
we cannot raise our voice against the salary of the Ministers when 
we cannot do so against the sa]ar>^ of the Executive Councillors. In 
spite of the poets belittling the rank, he could not but compare with 
the guinea stamp and we all know the difference of value of tho 
unstamped gold and guinea. Sir, I think that reduction of salary 
of the Ministers will take away from their dignity which no member 
of this Council should think of. And when the reduction of the salary 
of the Ministers will not take appreciably from the top heavinees of 
the administration, I think we should not take away from the dignity 
of the Ministers who are from amongst us. 

Sir, with these few words I oppose the motion and the amendments* 

1^ LAUT KUMAR SAL: The proposal for the reduction of thr 
Itinisiln’ pay does not appeal to my mind. We have always main-^ 
tained that there should be absolute equality of stains between the^ 
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VMnW of the Exet^ive Oonacil and Miaisten. And I M that 
rediiction of eaUry will radaee the Minieten’ etatiu wMch it eertaii^ 
uhdeeirable. I must say that this proposal even on the ground of 
aeonomy sounds cant on the lips of any advocate of the High Odnrt, 
fcetause they are the peo|de who are most anxious to have an e()iiai 
status with the barrietero. Hie advocates, whenever they can, wiH 
charge the same scale of fees as the members ot the KngKal. 

I know of instances jrhen the vakils, as the advocates used to he called 
^fore, refused to accept fees because gems were calculated at Bs. 18 
instead of Rs. 17. The supporters of economy theory as Hiese gentie* 
meri are here in this Chamber conveniently manage to forget when 
they go over to the Hig^i Court that they are Indians and according 
to their own theory th^ ought to accept lower scale of fees. They 
will even insisfon the equality of the cut of the gown. As soon m 
the original side of the High Court was thrown open to the vakils, 
they called themselves advocatea, donned the black gown of tiie 
Britishers, put on the bond, enjoyed the self-complacence due to their 
acfhievemMt of equality of status with the members belonging Ito 
English side of the Bar. But when a change in cut of the gown was 
prescribed, it hurt the self-respect of the vakil-advocates, and they 
preferred to revert to their blue gown, 

BAMNERdEEs On a point of order. Sir. 
mat have the advocates’ and barristers’ gowns to do with the motion 
Before the HouseP 


Hf* PREEIOENT: Is he not making his maiden speech P (Laughter.) 


KVMAR BALs Sir, if the cut of the gown can give 
status to a man, certainly equality of pay does. 

As regards the argument that the Ministers being Indians Uiey 
shotdd make sacrifice, Sir, may I know if the scale of fees in the 
-original side of the High Court has come down since it has become 
an Indiha Bar, or the same and even higher scale is charged by the 
Indian barris^ as used to be charged by Mr. Weodndle, Sir Chidea 
Paul, Sir Griffith Evans, and other lions of the Oakuitta Bar in the 
last MnturyP Does the Indian Advocate-Genend ohMge the sane feel 
•as Sir Charles Paul and Mr. Woedr^tfe ussd to change, or a Inwsif 
•fee P Coming now to the doctors, I pot it to fWr Nilralaa Sirov whether 
the Indian doctors charge a rupee leas than the Entopean memben of 
the Indian Medical Service in private practiceP If there is no distiao- 
^n ^wh(^I do not quite realise why the Ministers should be mid 
Mis tlMi IfiBinbers P the pay of the MDBiilheTs idid Mliiistefe 

•wultaiieoiidy, w wait till Hie new cootiitutiofi when a ffewefal fwdykMi 
M pay wi the yitHuid of fvdiaaiaatijoii ihoald ha noaitJoi^dL 
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; : I MiMlii HAIMII ALII I rise to lead my sap]>ori to Dr. Sen Uiipta. 
ipiit before doing* so, I most say at the outset that I cannot agree with 
Ifr. B. C. Chatterjee when he says that the essential question before 
^e House is not the question of the salary of Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 0,000. 
I say that is the present day question before the countiy and for the 
isatter of that before this House. The question relates mainly to the 
purse of the people and the country and bow to manage that purse. 
It is not a question of how to divide the purse of the people between 
Hindus, Muhammadans and Christians, but it is an wyinomio (juestion. 
Don^tyou see the horrible economic distress prevailing in the country)^ 
I am afraid you do not seem to realise this; otherwise you would not 
have made any attempt to get Dr. Sen Gupta's amendment fall to 
the ground. The demand of the memWr to make the salary of each 
Minister Ra. 3,000 per month is quite a modest, legitimate and 
expedient one. In lending my support to the proposal, Sir, I do not 
propose to bother myself with entering into those old (a)ns(itutional 
controversies as to the defects and shortcomings of the dian’hy or as 
to the success or unsuccess of it. Because at this fag end of the 
diarchy when we feel that popular Government is l>r>und to come in 
very near future, these discussions which were of no use in the past 
here will be of no use now*. 

I lend ray support to Dr. Sen Gupta simply on economic grounds. 
In the first place, Sir, one of the outstanding grievances of the people 
is the ruinous expenditure on administration of the country. You 
take the money of the people and indeed theii hlood-money and you 
spend them most lavishly without paying any heed whatsoever to the 
people's capacity to pay, their income and their interests and welfare. 

Ministers* salary, Sir, is the point at issue. In no other country 
of the world, Sir, such an enoiumusly heavy sum is exfiended on its 
popular Ministers. India and for the matter of that Bengal is the 
poorest country in our planet and she pays the highest salary to her 
popular Ministers to carry out the administration of the nation-building 
departments which are by sheer irony of fate called popular — people's 
own, 

Bir, does Japan pay such a heavy sum to her Ministers, though 
•he is wealthier than Bengal F Does Russia pay so much though she 
ia richer than Bengal? Does Italy, Germany or Turkey pay so much 
heavy salary to their respective Ministers, and are they not many 
tisiMs richer than Bengal? Even in England, Sir, we do not find such 
an inequitable and ruinous thing. The average inc:ome of the British 
lieople is mote than Bs. 2 per day whereas the average income of 
Belial's people is leas than annas two per day, and the fun of the 
lidng«liee hm in the fact that whereas the British Prime Minister 
gi^ a salary of Re. 5,400 per month (^5,000 annually), each of the 
Bengid Manielen draws a salary of Be. 5,333-54, a sum practically 
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e<}ual to tlie Prime Ministei^i salary lets than that only by 8 or 3 
pairs of ooins. 

Such has been the irony of fate of oUr people, and yet we are to 
chll the Ministers our own — ^poptilar Ministers. 

In the second place, Sir, the present horrible economic distress of 
tke country must be taken into consideration. We here in Calcutta 
are surrounded by electric lights and fans and cars, and cannot possibly 
realise to the extreme what is the true situation of the country. 

I need not say that ours is an agricultural country out and out 
and our so called trades and professions, and in fact our everything 
depends upon the welfare and prosperity of agriculture and the 
agriculturists of the land. But what do you find, SirP 

4-46 p.ra. 

The money scarcity in Bengal will in no time lead to food scarcity 
in the very near future; we will see the country in the aweful grasp of 
famine. Sir, at such an economic crisis, every body is compelled to 
cut his coat according to his cloth. When such is tlie condition of the 
country, it would be very natural for this House claiming to represent 
the people, to come forward w'ith proposals for rutting dowm the 
expenditure of every department of administration. And I believe, 
Sir, that a true representative of the people will be guilty of breach of 
faith if he does not come with such a proposal for retrenchment. 

I do not hold for a moment, Sir, that such a cutting down of 
Minister's salary from Its. t>4,t)00 to Ks. 30,000 will prove the radical 
reduction in the expenses of the administration. But nevertheless I 
hold that this reduction will mean much — that the reduction will show’ 
at least the change of mentality of the Government in respect of the 
expenditure of the people's money. 

And, ^ ^ Ministers themselves it will be very fair for 
them if they concede to the proposal of their owm initiative. They 
claim themselves to be popular Ministers. Let them take this oppor- 
tunity ol showing that they are really popular — that they are really 
one of the people and in the people and for the people. 

MUNtNDRA DEB RAI MAHABAIS Sir, the ministerial ffoddi of 
Bengal had never been strewn with roses since its inception. It was 
rather a thorny seat, having pricks both on the right and on the left. 
Peculiar is his position. He has to serve two masters — the Govem* 
ment which appoints him and this House which has the undoubted right 
to remove him. Such an insecure position was not an enviable one, but 
people were not wanting who would hanker after it. Perhaps they 
were inspired with the hope that it w'ould afford them the higheel 
mpporixokity of servioe to their motherland. The inequitous MeetoR 
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|^t^iKL6&t aad the financial condition of the country can never allow a 
ilmister to become popular. The uatiou-buildinir departnientsi are 
being starved for want of funds. In the circumstances, if law allowed 
]i, I would have asked the Ministers not to a<*cept any salary at all or to 
Qmnd it for the benefit of the departments in their charge. If that lie 
not possible or rather practicable, 1 would ask them to accept the 
salary which is paid to a puisne Judge of the Calcutta High CJourt, I 
mean Rs. 4,000 a month. This pecuniary sacrifice would enhance them 
in public estimation. Salary alone cannot lower them either in 
prestige or status. If we want to work diarchy, we must have 
Ministers. To make it a success, the ministry must be stable. To 

make it stable, it should command the confidence of the Hottso it 

should at least liavt' the majority of the elei ted nieiubers behitui the 
ministry. There are two important communities in the House — the 
Hindus and the Muhammadans. Equality of representation in the 
ministry will satisfy at least the major portion of the members and 
help the stability of the ministry. If it be not possible to reduce the 
number of Ministers to two, which is desirable in the host interests of 
the country, I should propose to make it four, two allolted to Hindus 
end two to Muhammadans. Of course with a deplet<*d Exchequer, the 
Ministers — they may be two, three or four — would not be able to do 
much good to the country. They shall have U) bide their time for 
better days. 

Ktzi EMOADUL HOQUEs The object of my hon’ble friend 
Dr. Huridhan Dutt, Rai Bahadur, in bringing forward this resolution 
can be seen from the wording of the resolution itself. I thought that 
afb»r the Swarajists had left the Council those that came in their place 
came in to their footsteps with Swarajist mentality. At least they 
claim to be nationalist and as such we can only expect of them that they 
should move in the same direct ion in which the great master minds of 
our country are moving at present. From them, we do not e3fl>ect a 
resolution like this. The only resolution that we can expect of them 
is the one that aims at the extirpation of the diarchic^al form of 
government but not the one that, if acc;epted, would mean a perpc»tuation 
of the same. 1 am not a little astonished to see that this resolution has 
been mooted by a nationalist member of this C/Ouncil which instead of 
aiming at the destruction of the diarchical form of government, tries to 
consolidate that system in this country, for what the hon’ble mover 
really wants, is nothing but to add one more member to the ministry. 

Now, Sir, to my mind it appears that one who wants the diar€hic4il 
form of government to continue can only support a resolution like this. 
Some^of my Muslim colleagues in this Council think that there is a 
motive behind this resolution. They think that the Hindu Councillors 
do not like to have two Muhammadan Ministers in the Cabinet. That 
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may be tme or that may not be true, but whatever may be the case, it 
ia all the same to me. 1 do not care whether the minieteiial gaddi is 
occupied by Muhammadan Ministers or by Hindu Ministers or even by 
European Ministers for the matter of that. It, however, cannot be 
denied that the Ministers denuded of real powers and control of funds 
as they are to^ay, cannot work to the satisfaction of the pec^le of this 
country and as such part administration by them which is technically 
called diarchy cannot be maintained here. It is absolutely unsuitable 
and unworkable in this soil. Sir, this is not my personal view — an 
effusion of my insignificant brain — nor it is the incoherent talk of a 
child, or the irrelevant mutterings of an inexperienced babe, but it is 
the considered view of a great many sages of our country including the 
ex-Ministers. It is curious to learn from the ex-Ministers, in no 
equivocal terms that diarchy has failed in this country and that it 
cannot prosper. Now as through this resolution an attempt is being 
made to continue the diarchi<^al form of government in this beloved 
country of ours and as this is the aim of the resolution, I do not see 
how I can lend my support to it. I, therefore, rather choose bluntly to 
oppose it and even go so far as to go to tJie same lobby with the 
Ministers, if nei'essary, for defeating the object of the resolution. 

Rai Bihtdllf KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdls Sir, in rising to 
support the question of appointment of four Ministers, I wish to make it 
perfectly clear at the outset that I am one of those who do not like 
pinpricks w*ith the ministry; I want the ministry to take its stand on 
the willing assent of the elected meml>6rH of the Legislature. I do not 
suggest thereby that the present ministry has not the confidence of the 
elected meml>ers of this House, hut the ministry for all practical 
purposes must be so constituted as to leave no room for dissatisfaction 
in any quarter. It is our desire that the ministry stands above distrust 
and criticism of all kinds and is able to count on the willing co-opera- 
tion of the memliers. The game of ministry -making and ministry- 
breaking which characterised the earlier life of the Council constituted 
under the Government of India Act is over and the very fact of our 
presence hire to-day is indicative of our willingness to co-operate and 
to work the present constitution for what it is worth. But, Sir, it 
should lie remembered at the same time that co-operation does not 
signify our acquiescence in the existing state of things — it does not 
mean that we are precluded from voicing the opinions of ibe 
constituencies we have the honour to represent in this House iu regard 
to the formation of the ministry. We suggest that there should be an 
equal number of Ministers from both the communities for the reasons 
stated by Mr. B. C. Cbatterjee. Mr. P. Banerji has tabled an ainmid- 
ment that there, should be two Ministers in place of fcmr. 1 do not 
wish to forestall the decision of the House on bis aiaeiidiii«Bit, but it 
appears impraotioable on the very face of it Sir, yon cannot eilliit 
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of the three Minigters or compel any of them to resign. 
®he only coarse open is to increase the number of Ministers to four. 
IRhen the Swarajists were in the Council, it was argued that the Hindus 
lelused to accept ministerial responsibilities and as such the ministry 
had to be formed with the help of the other cH>miiiunity. But the 
situation has changed. The Hindus like their Moslem tulleagues have 
come here pledged to work for the constitution, pledged to suppuit the 
ministry and pledged to accept ministerial responsibilities. There is, 
therefore, no reason why the number should not he incrtMised. 

Sir, it is far from my intention to raise any t'ommunal issue. I am 
averse to communalism. I would only like to point out that in the 
interest of administration, all suspicion must l)e removed. Moreover, 
it will perhaps be recognised that the appoiniiuent of four Ministers 
will strengthen the position of the ministry. If the Council makes this 
recommendation which, I hope, it will. His Kxi'cllencv the (Governor 
will experience no difficulty in acting up to it and there will he no 
further cause for grievance. Sir, odd numbers are inauspicious and 
there is always an evenness in even numbers. 

With these observations, I heartily support the proposal so far as it 
relates to the appointment of four Ministers^*’ 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: I now move that tlie ({iiestion he now pul. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do think that the question has been sufficiently 
discussed. I would, therefore, take the sense of the House. 

The motion that the question be now put was then put and agreed 
to. 


5 p.m. 

Mr. B. 0. OHATTERdEE: I heg leave of the House to withdraw the 
motion that I have moved. 

The amendment of Mr. B. C. Cbatterjee to the resolution of Rai 
Bahadur Dr, Haridhan Dutt was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Ral Baliadttr Or. HARIDHAN OUTTi 1 also beg leave of the House 
to withdraw the resolution that I have moved. 

Mfk PREilOENTx You wanted to withdraw it once, bat the House 
did not give you leave to do so. 
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Tile amendment of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta to the resolution 
of Bai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt was then put and lost. 

The amendment of Mr. P. Banerji to the resolution of Kai Bahadur 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt was then put and lost. 

The motion that ^'this Council recommends to the GoTemment that 
proposals he placed before the Le^slative Council with a view to alter 
the pay of the Ministers to Rs. 4,000 per month” was then put and 
lost. 

The motion that ”it be recommended to His Excellency the Governor 
that up to four Ministers be appointed within the budget provision of 
Rs. 1,92,000” was then put and lost. 


Raelamatioii of the rivor Narashuntfha in Mymeiisingh. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government to take immetliale steps for the 
reclamation of the river Narashundha in the district of Mymeiisingh. 

(He spoke in Bengali in support of liis resolution.) 

Tha Hoil’ble Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: There are some 
20,000 miles of major water-ways in Bengal, and it is scarcely possible 
for this or any department to arrange to deal with all matters connected 
with them. Tlie department has no knowledge of this river whatsoever 
as it was not declared under any Act. It is a long river and it would 
take a considerable time and involve (‘onsiderahle expense to make 
inquiries to find out whether this or any other scheme is worth going 
into. With regard to this resolution I c an only assure the mover that 
I shall have inquiries made into the matter when T can spare an officer 
of the department to go into it. It is well known that the Irrigation 
Department is under-staffed; still I am prepared to have an inquiry 
made into the question and find out exactly if the scheme will be useful 
or not if and when any officer can he spared. I would accordingly ask 
tbe mover to withdraw his resolution. 

The resolution of Mauivi Abdul Hamid Shah was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may point out that resolutions standing in 
tbe names^uf Babu Suk Lai Nag and Mr. P. Banerji are identical to 
resolution of M^. Sarat Kumar Roy; so the fate of this resolution will 
determine tbe fate of those. Members who gave notice of those may 
^[>eak on the resolution of Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy, if they so desire. 
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«f a Bill OH tho rovtmio amwH ii B t of toH^ororily aotUoi 
ootatoo of Bongal. 

Mr. tARAT KUMAR ROY: I beg io move that this Council 
fecommends to the Covernment that early steps be taken to introduce a 
Bill on the revenue assessment of temporarily settled estates of Bengal 
on the lines of recently introduced United Provinces, Madras and 
Punjab BiUs on the subject. Sir, the question of land revenue 
assessment has occupied the serious attention of tlie British adminis* 
trators from very early times. Lord Cornwallis, one of tho most 
eminent among them, after a most careful study of the situation that 
prevailed in Bengal, came to the conclusion that nothing short of the 
introduction of a Permanent Settlement in Bengal, could possibly bring 
about a regularity in tho payment of revenue, reclamatiofi and extension 
of cultivation aiul protection of raiyats. We all know the wonderful 
results of that noble Lord’s statesmanship in establishing the Permanent 
Settlement, to which in addition to the fulfilments of his objects, Bengal 
owes so much of its present prosperity. Hence it is undeniable that the 
result of the adoption of a definite and liberal revenue policy in the 
past has proved to be of immense benefit both to the people, the (ountry 
and to the Government. The result has been, on the other hand, 
disastrous in areas where tho revenue administration has been carried 
on simply by the orders of the executive Government with no such 
statutory enactment to guide them. Towards the close of the last 
century, critics from many quarters complained that as a result of such 
periodic revision, the burden proved oppressive in many cases and led 
to the general impoverishment of the country and was further respon* 
sible for recurrence of famines. 

To meet such criticism, Lord Curzon’s Government undertot»k a 
detailed and exhaustive inquiry into the matter, in connection with 
which, the Government of Bengal submitted a report, a portion of 
which reads as follow^s: *‘Where the revenue is paid by landlords in the 
temporarily settled areas, 50 per cent, of their assets may be fixed os 
the tnayimiiin Government revenue. The rain inium term of settlement 
in temporarily settled areas shall bo 30 years.’ <1 ide pages 61 and 
62 of the Eevenue Policy.) 

The results of this inquiry were embodied in the well-known 
Besolution of the Government of India, 1902, the second clause of which 
runs thus: — 

**That in areas where the State receives its land revenue from land* 
lords, progressive moderation is the keynote of the policy of Gfovern- 
tneni and that the standard of 50 per cent, of the assets is one which is 
almost uniformly observed in practice and is more often departed from 
on the side of deficiency than of excess. 
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, The resolution further laid down reccmnnendatians for progreearve 
and graduated imposition of large enhancements, for sympathy in 
collection and for reduction of assessment in cases of local deterioration. 

The announcement of the policy embodied in the aforesaid resolution, 
is very distinc't, <’lear and unambiguous, also that all enhancements 
should be moderate and progressive, and that fiO per cent, of the assets 
of a be at'cepted as the maximum demand for revenue. The 

Ooverninent of Bengal adopted the said revenue policy and directed 
that these general principles should be followed in land revenue settle- 
ments of this province. 

But in practice, unfortunately, the Government altogether ignore 
the above principles, and follow a quite different method of assessment. 
They most arbitrarily exact 70 per cent, of the a-ssets as revenue, and 
have fixed only 15 years as the term of settlement. Tims the famous 
resolution of Lord Ourzon has degenerated into a mere pious wish 
called for by the exigencies of a dialectical combat. 

6-15 p.m. 

Sir, this was the reason as to why the Parliauieutary Joint Select 
Committee strongly recommended early legislation on this vitally 
important subject in all the provincial legislatures. A reference to 
paragraph 11 of their report, 1919, will convince, Sir, that the 
arguments put forward by them in support of their recommendations 
are conclusive, and they should have commended themselves to the 
Government of Bengal. 

Sir, for drawing attention of the Government of Bengal to these 
recommendations questions were put in the Council in 1925 by Rai 
Bahadur S. N. Roy Choudhurv, Messrs. P. N. Guha, N. C. Sen and 
Fazl-ul-Huq and in reply, the then Hon’ hie Revenue Member stated 
that the law imder which these settlements were made in Bengal 
would he found in Regulation VII of 1822 and Act IX of 1847 and the 
rules in Part 3, Chapter III, of Survey and Settlement Manual. 

A little study of these enactments and rules referred to by the late 
Ron*hle Beveiiue Member will show that they are contradictory in 
themselves, inconsistent with the aforesaid recognised revenue policy, 
obscure and unintelligible to the general public and are wanting in 
principles of justice and equity. 

Sir, the Government of Bengal have been repeatedly requested to 
carry out the recommendations of the Parliamentary Joint Select 
Committee, so that the process of revising land revenue, a vitally 
important subject, may no longer be left to be arbitrarily disposed of by 
executive ^orders alone, but may he brought under closer regulation by 
statutory enao^enta. Bui although the recommendation was made in 
1919 soggestii^ that legislation should be introduced as early as 
possible, the Government of Bengal have not thought it fit as yet to 
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ftay itlentioii to it. Tke whole thing has been sorupulously avoided 

reasons best known to them. 

In tile Legi^tive Assembly the Leader of the House announced 
ihnt the Ckrrernment of India had drawn the attention of local Govern* 
ments on thk subject, first in the year 1920 and then again in 1923. 
But in spite of such notions on their part, the Government of Bengal 
have not taken any steps, nor do they appear to he inclined even now 
to take any steps in the matter. 

Sir, I may be permitted to mention here that Revenue Bills were 
introduced in the Legislative Councils of Madras, Bombay, the Punjab, 
Assam, the United Provinces and the Central Provinc^es. The Bills have 
been enacted into law in three of the provinces, vir., the Punjab, the 
United Provinces and the Central Provinces. It is a matter of extreme 
regret, however, that the Government of Bengal on the plea that as 
different conditions prevail in different parts of the province, no single 
enactment will cover all these divergent conditions, have up to now 
refrained from passing any legislation. But, Sir, the existing law and 
regulation, etc., are crude, unscientific, inexact and not free from 
blemish as the administrator of a high mental calibre like Lord Cursou 
himself endorsed. It, therefore, seems to he clear that the subj<ict 
should receive the immediaU‘ attention of the Go\ eminent and ought 
no longer to be shirked. 

Sir, this self-same resolution was brought forward by Rai Satyendra 
Nath Roy Choudhury Bahadur ju.st three years ago, but was withdrawn 
at the reiiuest of the present Hon’ble Revenue Member to be brought 
forward again, if neressary. But perhaps it would have beim well if 
the (Government in the meantime had introduced a Revenue Bill, 
definitely laying down, among other things, a limit to the revenue 
demands of the Government on all land and fixing a reasonable long- 
term settlement as in some other provinc^es. Evidently as there is no 
controversial matter in this, no party can take any exc;eption. 

Sir. in the book entitled ‘‘Technical Rules and Instnictions*’ of the 
Survey and Settlement Department, 1916, page 118, paragraph 21, 
there is a provision regarding diara settlements, by which Settlement 
Oflicers are empowered to allow 40 per cent, of such raiyati assets to the 
settlement holders instewl of the now usual 30 per cent., provided they 
accept settlements amicably. I regiet to say that this word “amicably'^ 
has got an unfortunate significance for tlie intending settlement 
holders, but even so in practice this too is not generally followed ! 

Sir, again as recently as in September 2(Hh a resolution was 
adopt<^ by the Government in response to a petition on the 7tb March, 
1929, from the Bengal Landholders' Association, and orders were issued 
by thd Government to the revenue authorities to afford substantial 
rkef as regards assessment of grants. For ||is me are no doubt very 
grateful to the Government. But let us see*%bat baa been done since 
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j» practice. Sir, in a judgment, dated 29tli October, IMO, of tlie 
Settlement Officer of 24-Parganas, paaaed in tbe caaa No. 8 of 1888 
nnder Hection 104£ of the Bengal Tenancy Act, we find that only 35 
per cent, of the raiyati asBesement hae been allowed in place of 30 per 
cent. TtuH in Hurely not a Bubstantial relief. A further grant pf 5 to 
15 per cent, may no doubt be allowed in other caseii only to cover the 
expenditure on embankments where such exist, but even then tbia 
allowance falls far short of the t^sts ^d risks incurred by the settle* 
meut holders for the purpose. 

The Hen’hl# Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER HITTER: Sir, may I ask 
the hou^ble member to give me more particulars of the case—the nam^ 
of the parties, the district from which it came, so that I may look into 
itP 

Mn BAR AT KUMAR ROY: I have not got the details with me now. 
I may give them to the Hon’ble Member afterwards if he wants them. 

Sir, up to this time this, r/z., granting nf special allowance for 
embunkineut costs, lias been left to the discretion of the revenue 
authorities, who, I submit, being Government officials, will naturally 
be anxious to see that the Government demands suffer as little as 
possible, with the result that the settlement holders obtain hardly any 
relief as pointed out in the Government resolution mentioned above. 

I submit, Sir, that an important matter like this ought really not 
to be left any more to the discretion of tbe Revenue Officers, but be 
clearly defined by legislation. 

It may be argued on the side of the Government that the temporarily 
settled estates of Bengal cover only a very small area, and so they do 
not call for any special legislation. But the recent settlement 
operations have already added new areas to them and are still adding 
others inasmuch as the settlement operations have not been finished yet. 
8o the total to be ultimately reached may not be quite inappreciable. 

Sir, I apprehend that the Government may put forward another plea 
against definite legislation, and that is, that as conditions prevailing in 
different paxta of the province vary so widely, no single legislation can 
pos.Hibly cover them all or satisfy the different classes of assessment 
holders. In answer to this I submit, Sir, that as it has been possible 
for other provinces of India, as already mentioned above, to pass 
enactments of a similar nature, then why that will be impossible for 
Bengal P And have not all legislations got to meet diverse oonditiona 
and interests P 

With these few words I beg to move the resolution which stands 
against my name. 

Wk PROVAtH OHUNDER HITTER: Sir, the 
reaohiRon desires that Government should introduce a BiU on the 



BESOLUTIONS. 


m 


recently introduced United ProTinoeei Madrati end the Punjeb 
pile. Bat much of the arguments put forwani hy the mover was not 
|Q much as regards the immediate point raised by the refiolaiion» but 
wi|h regard to assessment. Now, Sir, as the question of hardship o! 
assessment has been raised, 1 shall deal with that, but before 1 do so, 1 
would like to point out that we have in Bengal, Acts already in 
existence, and I liave not heard anything from the houitle mover as to 
why we should have another Act. It is perfectly true that Lord 
Selboume's Committee did suggest that legislation t)ii revenue policy 
should be undertaken for the whole of India, but that committee had 
more in mind provinces where land settlements were temporary and 
were undertaken by executive orders. Provinces like the United 
provinces, the Central Provinces, Madras and the Ibinjab are not 
permanently settled. In these temporarily settled provinces, I'evenne 
assessment at the time of the report of that committee was not l>ased 
on legislative enactments. Bengal which is largely permanently 
settled stands on a different footing. When the Stdbonrne Committee’s 
recommendations were forwarded by the Government of Indio to our 
Government more than 10 years ago, w’e submitted onr .'ipiiiion to that 
Government and they were .satisfies! that legislation was not necessary 
in Bengal. That disposes of the suggestion of the mover for fresh 
legislation. 

Now, Sir, as the time at my disposal is short, I shall explain very 
briefly the position with regard to Bengal. In Bengal about 00,000 
square miles are under Permanent Settlement, while only 3,H00 square 
miles are under a temporary settlement system. The kind t»l legisbitiou 
which the Selboume Committee had in view would, (lierefore, touch 
only 3,300 square miles, which is only a very small jxirtion of the 
province. Again, these 3,300 square miles arc in diirereiit parts of the 
province and are comprised of lands of different nature and difl'erent 
variety. Take, for example, the Suiularbans urea, uImoiI which I Imve 
no doubt the hon’ble mover is very anxious. There the conditions are 
very different from what they are in the temporary s^Mthnl areas in. 
«ay, Jalpaiguri, Chittagong, Midiiapore, or other liintricts. But with 
regard to the Sundarbans lands which the mover has in view, no question 
<ji legislation can possibly arise. The 4*ase cited by the mover is, I 
believe, that of a settlement holder who had a 40 years’ lease and who 
entered into a contract in which it was deliberately stated that after the 
period was over, he could take a fresh settleiiietit keeping only 30 per 
cent of the assets for himself, and the jndgment of the Director of 
Land Becords referred to must have been in connection with one of 
tbefN» 40 years’ Sundarbans leases. Sir, it will be a dangero^ principle 
to do away with contracts by means of legislation. You might as well 
do away with the Permanent Settlement where there is also a specific 
eontract between the Government and the samindar. Therefore. Sir, cases 
m» the one referred to by the mover cannot be tonebed by legislatioii* 
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Brm in a case like the one mentioned by the mover, in view of the 
ireneral policy of moderation followed by the Bevenue Department,. 
' Government by recent orders have allowed the settlement holders much 
bettef terms than they are entitled to imder the terms of their oontraot. 
I have directed that in each one of these 40 years’ leases the settlement 
holder will get 10 per cent, in excess of his stipulated 30 per cent. 
The Revenue Department have given further discretion to Settlement 
Gffioers to allow up to another 10 per cent, for embankment charges 
according to the nature and needs of the embankment required. That 
shows that even in regard to these short-term 40 years’ leases we 
have, in spite of the terms of the contract, tried to approximate towards 
Lord Carson’s policy of 50 per cent, assessment. We have also given 
other reliefs in some of these cases. I know that these Sundarbans leases 
have considerably agitated the minds of a section of landlords in one dis- 
trict of this province and some neighbouring districts, but I would like to 
point out that the legislation suggested will be of no earthly use to 
those who hold under a contract. On the other hand it will be a piece 
of legislation which is likely to be a source of hindrance to landlords 
who bold SundarbaiiH laiid.n under contracds. Take ordinary land 
where the soil is not saline. The percentage to be allowed there would 
depend on the profit that is possible to make. That penentage ought 
to 1 m' lower tlian in Sundarbans area and a flat rate is likely to affect 
Sundarbans settlement holders adversely. Now, it is well known that 
in the Sundarbans the parties have to erect embankments and if the 
embankments are not properly maintained, the property is hound to 
deteriorate. If we have legislation on a flat rate, it will be difficult to 
discriminate. Legislation for the provinc'e as a whole must be appro- 
priate to average conditions. Sir, as the time is up, I cannot examine 
the cases of the United Provinces, Madras and other provinces. I may, 
however, give an assurance to the mover that as this is not the last 
word on the subject, he may, if he is dissatisfied with Government 
orders, bring the matter again before the Council in July. It is an 
important subject and I do not like to deal with it in a summary 
manner.^ I*0^y, however, assure the mover that consistently with the 
terms of the contracts Government are dealing with the Sundarbant 
cases with as miu^h consideration as is possible with due regard to 
public intei'ests. 

Mr. MR AT KUMAR ROY: In view of the assurance given by the 
Hon’ble Member, I beg leave to withdraw the resolution. 

The resolution of Mr. 8arat Kumar Roy was then, by leave of tjto 
Council, wijthdrawn. 


The Council was then adjourned tiU 3 p.m., on Monday, the ^rd 
Februarv* 11^31. at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Hakim, Mauivi AMul 

Bill, Agricultural and Sanitary 
Improvement (Amendment), 1931, 
336. 

H anakhali tfiana 

5«e— Nadia district. 

Hague, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Axiiul 

Bill (II) Juto, Iho Bengal, 1930, 319. 

Motions tinder Rule 24A of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Rules, 1920, 134. 

Shed for pilgrims at Ramkeli, 55. 

Haahemy, Mauivi Syed dalaluddin 

Additional jail expenditure, 403. 

Babu Karunamay Mitra, Sudi visional 
Oflioer, Satkhira, 100, 101. 

Bill, Cattle, the Bengal, 1031, 332. 

Claasification of political priaonera in 
iaila, 196, 198, 370, 371, 372, 373, 374, 
376. 

Demand for grant — 25. — Jails and Con- 
vict Settlements, 160. 

Qovemment payments to newspapers, 
91, 93. 

Motion for adjournment of the businesa 
of the Chuneil, 905, 245. 

Persons detained in the Buxa Fort, 
79, 80. 

Text-books for high English schools, 
850. 

Hiid Marka 

Su — ^Edocaiioual Service, Sobordiaate. 

Nlgli Baurt— 

Deputy Bagistmr, Appellate Side, 948. 
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C iTil OraHi. 

lAp Uy t f# t Hio oli M oolftgM, 61. 
Hmtunr HatittratM, rnulhmmmimm 

•i, 30. 

itifMy 4ail 

Butiet Mtigned to the priftonen of, 32. 

Orieranoes of the prisoners of, 32. 

IfHiM, Kiii EnKtatfm 

Appointment of four Ministers and fix- 
ing tbeir salaries, 435. 

Hadshahi (load, 40, 41. 

Certificate caaos for arrears of rent due 
to Kasimbasar estate in Rangpiir, 
365. 

lowain, Maulvi MutuumiUMl 

Closing of (’ivil Courts for Jums prayer 
on Fridays, 102. 

Khas mahnl lands, 347, 

uq, Khan Sahib Maulvi BaHul 

Bengal Provincial Muhammadan Con- 
ferena* nt Chittagong, proceedings of 
the meetings of, 27. 

HolidavK for schools and colleges, 61. 

Overseers and sub-overscera of the dia* 
triet board, 22. 

Peer Baksh station, waiting room 
accommodation at, 41. 

uaaaifi, Maulvi Latafat 

Allegations against the police officer of 
Kachua, Kbulna, 60. 

Bengal Drawing Office, memorial by 
the reproduction section of, 277. 

Crime in Naratl and I»hagarah police- 
stations, 281. 

Karnings of the piece-workers in the 
Bengal Ooverument Press, (16. 

Labourers of the Bengal Oovernmeoi 
Prest, 120. 

Piece employees in the pressea, 42. 

Piece system in the presaea, 42. 

Proridfliit Pnnd in Govemment pressaa, 
lasl^tuiton of, 35. 

Bettlement pram employees, 300. 

Nbfail avil OmiH, 286. 


HutaMnga, Mr. B. M. 

ClassiAoation of political prisontiv |a 

jails, 382, 320, 308. 

Demand for grant— 25. — Jails and Cook 
vict Settlements, 166, 168. 

Ifiiian raraat tarvlaa 

Recruitment ul officers of, 53. 

tiNliaii Inatltutf §1 teH noa 

Srr — Bangslore, 

liNlustrial oaiiaarm 

Pervtms employcfl in, 145. 

Inland ttaam Vaaiait Aot 

Advisory CVimniittee under, 141. 

inapaatraaa n of tohoola 

*SVr— District ln*»|MW’lors of Schools. 

Inotltuta of iolinoo, Indian 

5‘cr- Bangalore. 

Jail 

Oliservation ol- rules hy undortrUl 
prisoners in, 101. 

Jamatpur 

Recruitment of sub-intperlors and 
assistant sab-inspectors of poUoo 
from Tangail and, 116. 

Jooaoro railway otatlon 

Search of passongers' luggage at, 288. 

Juma prayor 

Closing of Civil Courts for— on Fridayo, 

122 . 

Juto onp 

Controlling the production of, 221. 

Kaehya 

See— Khulna. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul 

Motiona under Rule 24A of the Bopgal 
Logirlo^vo Council Hulet, 1220, 128. 
Muhammadan ofloors in PuUie HoaHh 
Dopartampl, 201. 
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Kamil, HimNI AOmH-ewifW. 

Tait-book* for iiigb EiigMch icbool*, 
S54. 

Taxt'bookf for btudanto of Mcondarj 
schools, 2d8, 280. 

Kaaam, Mautvl Abut 

Agricultural loan to cultivators, 202. 
Appointment of four Ministers and fix- 
ing their ialaries, 424, 426, 437. 
Bill, Municipal (Amendment), the 
Calcutta, 1931), 222. 

Bill, Municipal (Amendment), the 
Calcutta, 1931, S37, SUS, 

Classtfication of political prisoners in 
iails, 386, 1187. 

Closing of Civil Oiurts for Juma prayer 
on Fridays, 192, 198. 

Motion for adj|u*jrnment of the business 
of the Council, 207. 

Muhammadan iMtlidu.Vh observed in 
Civil Courts, 98. 

KaatmlMixar Ettate 

Raiigpur. 

Kataktiali khal 

Opening of a khal from Bbora Batigu 
to Peskerhat cia, 303. 

Khan, Abu Multai nm a d 

Complaint of, and Subdivisional Offif'cr 
of Tangail, o^l. 

KAan, Mamvl TamlmMiii 

Appointment of four Ministers and fix- 
ing theiir lalArioj, 429. 

Bill, Local Self-Oovernmont (Amend- 
ment), the Hetigal, 1931, 341. 

Bill, Munioipal (Amendment), the 
Bengal. 1930, 210. 

Faridpur railway station, 273. 

Motions under Rule 24A of thr Bengal 
Legislative Council Rules, 1920, 106, 
106. 

Mubammedan holtdayi ^ obeenred in 
ON) Oourta, 97. 

Beorultaiettt of poBot oftoen, 996. 


KKaa MaAai lanAi, 347. 

Realisation of compenaaltott froaa llie 
tenants of—fiur cutting down trees, 
189. ^ 

Bis — Baknigaaj. 

Kluiiiia 

Allegations against the police officer of 
Kachua, 60. 

KiEdanare 

Country liquor shop at 68, Garden 
Reach Road, 21. 

Kithoragani 

Musalman Honorary Magistrates at, 
296. 

Subdivisionsl Officers in clpirge of, 61. 
See — Bajitpur. 

KHstaiagaffi) thniui 

See — Nadia district. 

LMMIIOmi' fow 

Transfers of oconpaiicy holdings and, 
266. 

Withdrawal of, from Coliectorate, 

Lind Rmnui 

Hindus and Muhammadans paying, 
266. 

Ubrahan, Baiifii Library 

See — Libraries. 

Llbniry(laa) 

Free gift of r. catalogue of booJu 
received by Ihe Librarian, Bengal-~- 
to, 360. 

Number of registerad, 96. 

Review of the a't.rking of, 206. 

Laaai Baard mmb a nt i i p 

Qualification of n candidate for, 101. 

Loliagarali padaa^Utlaii 

See — Narail police-station. 

MaHI, Mr. II. 

Motiom ando' Bttl. SiA of tiM Il i tt I 
LogMotif. CmbmH Briw, W. 
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lllroUlNlorj' order acnitiit Mr. Subbos 

^ r<;Cliftiidrft entry into, 242. 

i ^ 

ill«r» tlii Mr. A., C.I.E. 

Adriiory Oommittea under Inland 
Steen Venels Act, 142, 143. 

Altereyon in the ProKremme of Btisi- 
new, 55, 56. 

Aisam-Bengal Railway Adriaory Com* 
mittee, 244. 

Oonicrattilation lo Pret»ident and all the 
members in coming into poaaeaiion 
*of the New lk>unctl House, 19. 

Daoca-Aricha Railway, 36. 

Dum Duni Cantonment station plat> 
form, 242. 

Earnings of the piece-workers in the 
Bengal t»overninent Press, 06. 

Excess Grants — 

20—lntere«t on other obligations, 
151. 

46 — Stationery and Printing, 162. 

Fall in proriiu ial revenue, 78. 

Faridpur railway station, 273, 274, 291. 

Grants for the Transferred Depart- 
ments, 65. 

Labourers of the Bengal Government 
Press, 190. 

Loss of I .8. V. -Condor,’* 37. 

Peer Baksh station, waiting room 
accommodation at, 42. 

Persons emploved tn industrial con- 
cerns, 145. 

Piece employees in the presses, 42. 

Piece system in the presses, 43. 

. Proposed raised platforms at station 
Bansabeti on East Indian Railway, 
144, 145. 

Proeident Fond in Government presses, 
imtitution of, 96. 

Report of the Bengal LegiiiatiTe Oo»- 
miitee on Public Aeooonta on tbe 
Appropriation Accounts for 1928-29, 
151. ^ 

Beeeniie from iudicial and neiHndietal 

stftinpe and eseiee, 149. 


tk 

M ii inl Mc t Mii i i ttU g «l pigrilt 

.9se-~Ooremaient high aeboofs. 

Mimben 

Attendance of, 13, 76, 140, 166. 341, 
271, 344, 403. 

Miller, Mr. 0. C. 

Bworn in, 13. 

Minister of Etfueetien 

Cost incurred in intimating the change 
of address of the Eon 'hie, 30. 

Mlnletert 

Appointment of four — and Axing their 
salaries, 406. 

Mlnletere' ee-eperatlon In retri n ebn un t, 

17. 

Mitre, Bebu Kemnemey 

Satkhira. 

MItter, the Nen'Me Mr Freveeh 

Chunder, Kt., O.I.B. 

Additional jail expenditure, 403. 

Agricultural loans in the Balurghat 
subdivision, 292. 

Agricultural loan to cultivators, 2U0, 

201, 202. 

Bengal Drawing Ofhee, memorial by 
the repnKluction section of, 277. 

Catering of Rasad by the aamindars to 
tbe officers, 292. 

OertiAcate csm'h loi* arranrs of rent due 
to Kastmhaxar Estate in Hangpur, 
366. 

Chittagong, r<Hs»vcry of settlement coats 
III, IH6, 189. 

ClasstAcaiioii of prisoners, 43, 199. 

ClassiAcation of political prisoners, 146, 
147, 106, 19H, 393, m. 

Demand for Grant~-26.--Jails and 
Convict Bettlemeats, 153, 156, 159, 
163, 170, 171. 172, 173, 174. 

Hoegbiy Jail-** 

Duties essigned to the prtemiers of, 
32. 

Onmmtm of tbe prisoaera of, 93. 
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MHUr, MW iNm'Mt Mr MwmIi 

OiwMWr, Ktq 

Hindni and Mnhammadstitt paying land 
rerenne, 286. 

Introdnction of a Bill on the reTenne 
aaMMnient of temporarily-flettled 
eitatee of Bengal, 442. 

Igftoo of oil and loap to prisoners, 184. 

Jailor of Berhampore Special Jail, 100. 

Khas mahal lands, 847, 848. 

Medical aid and supply of books to 
politioal prisoners in Berhampore new 
Special Jail, 296. 

OhKervation of jail roles by undertrial 
prisoners in jail, 101. 

Prisoners released to reliere congestion, 
46, 47. 

Uealiuation of compensation from the 
tenants of khas mahal luiids for cut- 
ting down trees, 100. 

Release of prisoners for relieving (‘un- 
gestions in jails, 20. 

Service of notice on landlords when 
holdings are transferred, 356. 

Settlement of khas mahal lands in 
Bakarganj, 89. 

Settlement press employees, JIOO. 

Sub-jail clerks, DO. 

Supply of meat to Muhammadan 
prisoners, 196. 

Transferi ol oewupauev holdings and 
landlords’ fees, 286. 

Transfer of villages to Munshiganj sub- 
division, 202. 

Withdrawal el landlords’ fees from 
Oollectorate, 2M. 

Mollarpore, Iioum aeareliet at 

Se€ — Rsampurhat. 

Mawililiali Mnage amai, 86. 

MtHiariaa, Mr. tywMiraiai 

Bengal Provineiel Muhammadan Con- 
ference at C8iiitagoiig, proceedingi of 
the meetings ol. 80. ^ 

Bill dealing with the future of tecon* 
dary education in Bengal, 297, 996. 
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Mr. ImHiw pr mM e oneU. 

Classification of priaoners, 48. 

^'Council House,'’ total eost of erecting 
and furnishing, 84. 

Events at Oiorepalia in Coniai, 81, 83. 

Government grant to mm-Goreminent 
colleges, withliolding of, 274, 275. 

Observation of jail rules by undertrial 
prisoners in jail, 101. 

Police raid inside Calcutta University 
buildings, 14, 46. 

Search of passengers' luggage at Jesaore 
railway station, 285. 

Text-hooks for high English schoolf, 
363. 

Text-bocks for students of secondary 
schools, 287, 288. 

Motions under Rule 24A of the Bengal 

Legislative Council Rules, 1925, 56. 

Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Batiih Chandra 

Agricultural school at Chinsura, 404. 

Qiialificution of a caudidatv for Local 
Board raeinhership, 101. 

Munthiganj 

Posting of additional police at, 279. 

Mufithisanj subdivition 

Transfer of villages to, 202. 

Munaift 

Recruitment of, 79. 

Munoifa ffram dap raaas d o l aaaaa, 76. 

Nadia distriat 

Hanskhali and Khisbnaganj thanaa of, 
77. 

Nag, Bibu Bilk Ul 

Granta for Tranaferred Departaaonta, 
55. 

Nag. Mr. K. 0. M.B.B. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Nag, Raw. B« A. 

Appointment ol four Ministers and 
ixing ilMtr salaries, 419, 490. 
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'^\§ppomimeni of sub-iMpecton of poJico 

V from, 94. 

V ; 

$*€ — Sttb-Begutran. 

Miiniyi Babu Mtwm tb r a Natli 

iSof-oAliport. 

Nmli OHrtl Court 

Staff of, 286. 

Noras po S oo ototiofi 

Crime ia, and Loiiegarafa poUoeeUtion, 
281. 

NiTMliufMNui river 

Reclamation of, in Mymensitigb, 438. 

No iSou ditin, the Nofi*iile Mr. Kliwala, 

O.I.E. 

AlisanaHah School of Kitgineermg, 
Daoca, 357. 

Appointment of Naniuvudra i»tib> 
regiiitrat'«, 361. 

Bengal Provincial Muliainniadan ('on* 
ference at Chittagong, |ir4»cee<fingit of 
the meetings ol, 28, 2tf, 30. 

Bill dealing aiih the tuturo of aeoond* 
ary education in Bengal, 297, 298. 

Dacca Training College, prufesaon in, 
149. 

Free primary achools for girU, 145. 

Government grant to non-Goverument 
colleges, withholding uf, 275. 

Granta to schools managed by the 
depreeeed clatt^ in Bakarganj, 347. 

Head clerks in the Subordinate Educa> 
ttonal Service, 52. 

Holidays for schools and colleges, 51. 

Libraries, 98, 360. 361. 

Medical examination of pupils in Gov- 
ernment high schools and senior 
madrasahs, 97. 

Minister of Bdnoation, cost inenrred in 
intimating tho^change of address of 
the Hon'tOe, 20, 91. 

ottoera of the offtoea of the 
Inapectremes ainl District laspeoton 
of Behooli, 369. 


m 

tiM N8ii*Mi Mr. mrnm 

O.I.E. — fonrtd. 

Regiktrar of Assurances in Calotttia and 
his Assistant, 209, 300. 

Review of the working of Uhrariee, 289. 

Text-books fur high English sohooli, 
350, 853, 351. 

Text4>ooks for students of secondary 
schools, 287, 288, 289. 

Natirpyr pnliet-tUtlNi 

5’ee— Bakargani. 

Nehru, Fantfit Mttilal 

Death of, 19. 

New Ooiinoil Nieuae, 18. 

NewNMpeft 

Government payment# to, 91. 

Nen-roiMefits of Befigel ki Bengii emp l e y , 

271. 

North Tipptfa Teiumti* weitM« heneii* 

tlMl, 148. 

Oathe, 13. 140. 

Oeoupaney hoUfingi 

•Ser— Landlords’ fees. 

Ormonff, Mr. E. C. 

Bill (II) Jute, the Bengal, 1930, 321. 

Ove n ee n wM l uh-o v e n een ef the ffif 
triet hearffe, 22. 

FadinaChmiii Thahur ram , Maaan. 

iSVe— Rampurhat. 

Fear Bahah atatlafi 

Waiting room accommodation at, 41. 

Faahamat 

;9ee— Katakhali fcfaat. 

FMIpM, Mr. N. 9. V. 

Dhallaswary river, 241, 242. 

Provincial Forest Services, 276. 

Sworn in, 13. 
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Hindus and Mahatnmadans pajing 
land revaniM, 286. ^ 

Motions under Rule 24A of the Bengal 
Lfgislatire Council Rules, 1920, 134. 

Prisoners released to relieve oongesiton, 
46, 47. 

FaliM, aamiilnifit aftiffitt, 34. 

PotiM aAoart 

AllegationR of torture against^made 
by Dr, Narayan Chandra Ray, 31. 

Recruitment of. 293. 

8tf — Depressed classes. 

Pramlar 

Declaration of policy made by — on the 
I9th January, 1931, 56, 62. 

PrantlM, ttia Mon'Ma Mr. W. D. R., 

C.I.E. 

Allegations against the police o6&cer of 
Kficiiua, Khulna. 50. 

AllegaticnH of torture against police 
offic'ers made by Dr. Narayan Chan- 
dra Ray, 31. 

Alloernncc to the dependants of the 
deceased conNtables during armoury 
raid at Chittagong, 344, 346, 348. 

Appointment of a Secretary to Uie Oov- 
ernment from members of Provincial 
Services, 21. 

Appointment of tour Ministers and fix- 
ing their agltaries, 411, 112, 428. 

Appointment of sub-inspectors of police 
from the Namasudra community, 95. 

Arrests and detentioits under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 31. 

Babu Hemendra Nath Nandy, Wards 
Deputy Oolleetot, AHpore, 148. 

Babu Karunamay!:Mitra, Subdiviaional 
Oftcer, Sathhira, 100,^ 101. 

Bengal Ordinauce, numhpi of persons 
detained uwior, 49. 


PrwllM, tut Mr. Wi M. 

B.I.E. — oenid. 

Oases placed before Public Bereices 
Commission, 404. 

Closing of Civil Courts for Juma pri^r 
on Friday*, 192, 193, 

Complaint against police, 34. 

Complaint of Abn Mubammad y b e n 
and Subdivisional OfUcer of Tangail, 
34. 

Council of State Electoral Roll, 49. 

Court-fees and stamp dnties, 272. 

Crime in Narail and liobagarah police- 
stations, 281 , 283 . 

Dacca Disturbances Inquiry Com- 
mittee, recommendations of, 96, 37. 

Dacca riots, 87. 

Deputy Registrar, Appellate Side, 
High Court, 244. 

Detenu Babu Kslarhnnd Banerjee, 

94. 

Detenus in Bengal, 355. 

Electors of the Bengal Legislative 
Council, 47. 

Events at Chorepalia in (bntai, 82, 88, 
84. 

(]k>veruinent payments to newspapers, 
91. 92, 9.3. 

Hanskhali and Krishnaganj thanas of 
Nadia district, 78. 

Honorary Magistrates, Muhammadans 
aa, 80. 

Jurisdiction of Nasirpur polioe-statteo 
in Bakarganj, 87. 

Location of Munsifs* Courts and 
Judge’s Court at Dacca, 60. 

Motion for adjournment of the 
business of the Council, 206, 206, 
207, 208, 255, 258, 260, 

Motions under Rule 24A of lim 
Bengal Legialative Council Itulea, 

- 1920, 109. 

Mr. L. B. Burrom, 38, 36, 40. 

Mu h a mm adan ImMteiu ohMnud in 

Civil Courta, 97, 98. 

Munaif* from dtpiumed damaa, 76. 

Mmalman Honorary MagiatrntM at 
Kidioragaiil aubdhiiioB, 296. 
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HMtto Hr. W. «. 

of Bongsl in Boogol 

omploy, 271, 

Kfombor of com* in iho Mnnstf*' 
Court* *t Ki*boreg*iij and Bajit* 
pur, 204. 

Porvon* dotoined in tho Boxa Kort» 
7», 80, 81. 

Polity oflkor* from depressed cIasms, 
rocruitinent of, 191. 

Police mid inside CalmtU Uniremity 
buildings, 44, 45, 46. 

Posting of additional police at 
Munshiganj, 279, 281. 

prohibitory order against Mr. Hubhas 
Chandra Bose’s entry into Mnlda 
district, 242, 248. 

Rampurhat, Sobdirisional Officer of, 
and house searrhes at Mollapore 
in, 274. 

Recruitment ol police officers, 29!1. 

Recruitment of sub-inspectors and 
assistant sul>ins|>ect4irs of |>oli('C 
from Taiigail and Jamalpur, 148. 

Revenue from judicial and <'ourt>fee 
stant]is, 290. 

Seari'h of passengers’ luggage at 
JesM>re railway station, 288, 2H4, 
285. 

Search of premiaea of Meaar*. Pada< 
nathram Thakurram, Rampurhat, 
272, 273. 

ftherpur Independent Bench, 144. 

Staff of Namil Ciril Court, 287, 

Bub-Deputy Collector*, 49. 

Bubdirisioiia} Officers in charge of the 
Kisbor<V*nj subdivision, 51. 

Caurioua l/ians Act, 102. 

PfiiiiuiH (IB* HtifMi ftafa Mr 
rnm m ttm Hfttli Rty flti i i id hi irt, Kt, 

•f iMiMlI) 

Annouaeed aa election of a nomiiioe 
to iho Court of the Indian Institute 
of Bcteoce at BiBgalore, 14, 102. 

Bpohe on the oomipation of the New 
Oouneil Houet^ 18. 

Expree^ eomw on the death of 
Pandit |f<#hil Nehru, 19. 




Biuiliwt (tut N8ii*Mi lldti tlr 
mtlMi Nttli 9m Bt i iiKm H, ICt» ef 
tMl I iii O c eacld. 

Ruling that no motion can hr 
preaentod to the House in fugard io> 
the Report of the Bengal Ligisla* 
tive Committee on Public Acoouat* 
but a general discussion is permit 
.Hible, 151. 


Pici'e ciuploycetk in, 42. 
Piw'c system in, 42. 


Clasaiftrntioii of, 48, 146. 190. 

Issue of oil and soap to, 193, 
Muhammadan, supply of moat to, t9€. 
Political— 

CliiHuiftcation of, 195, 870. 

•Sff—Ber ham pore B|>crisl Jail. 

Kcleaiie of —for relieving congeetioaa 
ill jails, 19, 46. 

Brogrsawie of Busineei 

Alienitioti in. 55. 

OruvMeiit 8iiiii 

Institution of— in CovernBMBB 

preases, 35. 


rail in. 78. 

PrevMal U nrloee 

Appfiintment of a Becretary to Uta 
Covemment from member* of, 21. 


Muhammadan oAcurs in, 203, 


Cases placed before, 4f>4. 

W a mu aw , MavNI Ailxiir 

Honorary Magistratea, . Muhaot- 
madens as, 30, 

Hecruttment of suhiaepectom end 
iiMtatant suhtaspectora of poiku 
from Tangafl and ilamelpiir, 148. 

Sberpur ladependMit Nench, 144. 


ismi. 


1. 


Kfi 


nmmm Mr* a. # « 

Nomiiuited « CSminnaii, 14. 

ntl MaliiMi, mmMn Mi 

AppointiiMnt of four Ministers end 
Axing tlieir Mkinries, 434. 

Billi A^HottHural and Sanitary 
Improrement (Amendment)^ 1931, 
340. 

BiU, Cattle, the Bengal, 1931, 331. 

Bill, I/ocal Self-Qorermnent (Amend- 
ment), the Bengal, 1981, 341. 

Bill, Municipal (Amendment), the 
Bengal, 1930, 209, 210. 

Bill, Municipal (Amendment), the 
Bengal, 1931, 341. 

Bill, Municipal (Amendment), the 
Calcutta, 1931, 342. 

libraries, 98, 860, 361. 

Proposed raised platforms at station 
Bansabati on East Indian Railway, 
144, 145. 

Be^iew of the working of libraries, 
296. 299. 

IlMiikaU 

Shed for pilgrims at, 56. 

AMIgMirlMII 

Search of premises of Messrs. Pada- 
nathram Thakurram, 272. 

Subdirisional Officer of — and house 
searches at Moltarpore in, 274. 

Bamiaii 

S«#~<**HoU4ays for schools and colleges. 

Certificate oases lor arrears of rent 
due to Kasimhasar Estate in, 355. 

iinMifi 

Catering of—hy the aamindars to the 
offioera, 292. 

Btf, mUm KSetlor IMim 

Agricultural kMun- to onltiTatora, 199, 

2oa 

Betenni in Beageji, W. 

JUver TilM, titling up of, 14ii. 


RflPt Or. MarfiyaR mmm 

Allegations of torture agafnet polloo 
offioera made by, 31. 

Ray* Ktaaar Sliia ahekhareawar 

Oassifioation of political prieoners, 
147. 

Erents at Chorepalia in Contai, 84. 

Ray, Maiuvaia dagaMi Nath, af 

Diiialpiir 

Motions under Rule 24A of the 
Bengal LegislatiTe Connoil Rules, 
1920, 126. 

Ray, Mr. MuNiti •hahltaratwar 

Agricultural loan to cultirators, 201. 

AUegatiotts of torture against police 
officers made by Dr. Narayan 
Clmndra Ray, 31. 

Arrests and detentions under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, .30, 31. 

Cases placed before Public Serrices 
Commission, 404. 

Classification of political prisoners, 
116, 196, 378. 

Daoca Disturbaucos Inquiry Com- 
mittee, recommendations of, 36, .37. 

Demand for grant — 25. — Jaib and 
Convict Settlements, 167, 168, 159. 

Government payments to newspapers, 
92. 

Motion for adieurnment of tlie 
business of the Council, 207, 263, 
268. 

Mr. L. B. Burrows, 40. 

Persons detained in the Buxa Fort, 
80, 81. 

Prisoners released to roHevo 
congestion, 47. ^ 

pTohibitofy order agaumt Mr. Bukliie 
Chandra Boec^a eolry into M a M a 
distriet, 242, 243. 

Shed for pilgthM oi RemkeH , 34. 
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AMHUM-BMigal BaUwaj Adfiaory Oom* 

mittM, Ui, 

CSutUcong;, rocoT«i 7 of aotlkmoot 
costs ill, 189. 

OlsMiftestioti of politiosl peroooers, 
148, 147, m 387. 

Court-foes sod stamp duties, 271, 272. 

*<Sfjuncil House,’* total cost of erecting 
and furnishing. 86. 

Demand fur grant — 25.-~JaiU and 

Convict 8ettk»menta, 161, 163. 

Events at Chorepalia in Contai, 88. 

issue of oil and soap to priaonert, 
193, m. 

Motion for ait adjournment of the 
businetu^ of the Council, 262. 

Withdrawn! of landlords’ fees from 
Collectorate, 29(1. 

flefittrar of Asstaranois 

.Vrr— Calcutta. 

ReM, Mr. fl. N., C.I.E. 

Bwoni in, 13. 

Report of tho Roiisol Logioioiivo Com- 
mittoo on PuMie Aooounto on Uw 
Appropriation Aoootmta for 

151. 

Rotronoiimont and pootponomont of 
urgiiit proloots, 17. 

Rovomis 

See — Provincial revenue 

Rooomis frsm Jtitfioial and oourHoo 
ttompi, 290. 

Rovomio from judi o iol and n o tim dlo lal 
ttampt and oioioo, 149. 

Rloo and into. 

Low prico of, 16. 

Moor Tftat 

Simag Sip of, 148. 


tvi 

Mp, Rain taU RRi ri mm 

Anti^nslarial moasuros, 348. 

Costa of eeirerage adieaies in tim 
Titagarh and BAatpara Afatiicipali* 
ties, 98. 

Excise Lioensing Boards, 86, 86. 

Free primary ichools for girk, 146. 

Monikhali drainage canal, 86. 

Persons employed in industrial 
concerns, 146. 

Tranifora of occupancy Ikoldiiiga and 
landlords' fees, 286. 

Roy, Mr. Borat Kumar 

Introduction of a Bill on the iwfonue 
amwwament of temporarilyHMdtlsd 
estates of Bengal, 439, 442, 444. 

Roy, ttw Hon'Mo Mr. Bifoy Praaad BkigN 

Anti-mHlariHl measures, il4B. 

Badshahi Road, 41. 

Bengal IxK-ul Helf>Covernment Aftt of 
1HH5, amendment of, 35. 

Biil, Improvement (Amendment), tho 
Calcutta, la'll. 181. 182 . 

Bill, Mining Settlements (Amofid* 
ment^, tho Bengal, 1931, 178. 

Bill, Munici|ml (Amendment), the 

Btmgai, llt'Kf, 208. 

Bill, Municipal (Amendment), the 

Ikmgal. 1931, 328, HI. 

Bill, Municipal (Amendment), the 

Calcutta, IW, 216, 306. 

Bill, Municipal (Amendment), the 

Calcutta, 1931, a38, 342. 

Bill, Village Self-Oovemment (Amend- 
mctit). the Bengal, 1931, 310. 

Cm»u ot sewerage schemes in the Tita- 
garh and Bhatpara Municipalities, 
98. 

Countrj- liquor sliop at 88, Oardoii 
Beaoh E^, Kidderpore, 22. 

Duty on spirits used in the menu* 

faeiure of toilet pteparaiioni, 35. 

Election of msmbors to the Tippera 
District Board, 90. 

Excise Licensing Boards, 86, 88. 

Food stufs preparod with adnhoratod 
ihio or mnstard oil, 296. 



sviii 

^ Mr. ttunr 

c oiitld. 

Giiosepara Road, 4^. ^ 

lliihamiBadaii AfMtistafit Stirgaooa, 

m. 

Muliali^madati office^ in Public 
Healtb ^Oepartraent, 203, 204. 

Muslim esciKe vendors in paoca, 96. 
Overaoera^ and sub-overseers ol the 
District ^ard, 22» 

Qualification ot a candidate for Lbcal " 
Board ‘membenfaip, 101. 

Sanatorium for tuberculosis patients, 
148. ‘ 

bhed ^or pilgrims at Ramkeli, 66. 

Ityal f wmHl M ian on * AytauttuPi, 17. 

Mieiia, iatott tatya KMar 

Appoil^ment of four Ministers and 
fixing ^beir salaries, 431. 

Iala-iidd)ii, Mr. Ktiaraja 

^wom in, 13, 

t 

lamad, Mauivi AlKiiit 

Demand for grunt — 26. — Jails and 
Convict Hettlements, 166, 106. 

Detenu Babu Kalachand Banerjee, 98, 
94. 

Hodghly Jail, duties assigned to the 
prisoners of, .‘12. 

Mooghly Jail, grievances of the 
prisoners of, 32. 

Supply of meat to Muhammadan 
prisoners,, 194. 

arkar, Rai taliib Rabat! Mohan 

AliMinullah School of Engineering, 

' I >ae(«; 36f» 

atiiiiira 

Bahu Karunamsy Mitra, Subdivtsional 
Officer, 100. 

aooiMary ttfiiaatiaii in Bangal 

Bill dealing with the future of, 297. 

at 

aaratary la tlia QaaaniaMMit 

Appointmant of a^rom members of 
Provineial Sarrfeea* 2L 

ant Ril MiM Ahahay KnaMir 

Appointment of Namasudra sub- 
ragistraiii 361. 


[Vte. 

•t% M MMk wik as-. 

Apporntmeni/^of .af 

poliQB from the Namasudra 
munity, 94. 

Faridpur railway station, 291. 

Jute crop, controlling the production 
of, 291. 

Revenue from judicial %nd court-fees 
stamps, 290. 

•an GiiiiU, Dr. Narash GhaRda 

Agricultural loan to cultivators, 901. 

Appointment of four Ministers and 
fixing their salari^^, 410, 411, 413. 

Bill, Municipal (Amendment), the 
Calcutta, 1930, 211, 229, 233, 236. 

Bill (II) Jute, the Bengal, 1930, 314. 

Olassification of political prisoners in 
jails, 380. ^ 

Complaint of Ahp Muhammad Khan 
and Subdivisional Officei%f Tangail. 
33. 

I>emand for grant— 25.— Jails and 
Convict Settlements, 156, 157. 

Gw'ernment payments to newspapers, 
92. 

Motion for adjournment of the 

business of th# Council, 207, 2.51. 

Motions under Rule 24A of the Bengal 
Legislative Counc^ Rules, 1920, 73, 
102 . 

Rampurhat, bubdivisional Officer of, 
uiid house searches at Moilarpore in, 
274, 

Sear(‘h of passengers* luggage at 
Jossfire railway station, 284, 286. 

Text-books for students of secondary 
sch(K)Is, 289. 

•miior Matfrusuht 

See — Government high scfaeola. 

Unkm 0f nolieu on ImMMi wiitii 

h uMitiii art trantftrrtd, 366. 

•ittlmiititt Prttt mmiMyiit, aoo. 

•iwtrugt Bohimtt, ttitt tf 

See — Bbatpara Municipality. 

iliMi, MmiM AhM NimM 

Dacca Training Oolkge, pro f em ers 
149 . 


IlfBBX. 
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|to«teii]i Honorary j£«iitrmtii at 
I tMimigm ioMiTisioa, SS%^» 
p W|I)er of caaet in tlio Mnnsift* 
f Court* at Kishoi^anj «and 
I piir, m. 


ItoolbiBiation of the river Narathundha 
^ in l|7«&eiMiogb, 438. 


lUrvenue fro^ judicial and non- 
judicial stamps and etciee, 149. 


Sld>divisional Cffioers in chaise ''of the 
ITialioreganj Mubdiviaion, 51. 

Usurious Loans .Act, 102. 

ttiirpur I n dmanil ut MioIh 144. 


Mm, trijitt Taj iahadur 

Bengal Ordinance, number of persons 
detained under, 49. 

Catering of Unmd by the aamindars 
to the officers,* 292. 

Complaint ^gainst police, 34. 

Council of State Klectoral Roll, 49, 

Dacca riota, 87. 

JuriiKliction of Nasirpur police* 
station in Bakarganj, 67. 
of 1. S. V. ‘‘Condor,” 37. 

Registrar of Assiiramres in Calcutta 
and his Assistant, ^9, 300. 

Mlia, Raja Bafuulur BliupaiHlra 

Narayan, of Naal^piir 

Motions under Rule 24A ot the 
Bengal legislative CJoimcil Rules, 
1920, 128. 

Realisation of compensation from the 
tenants of khas mahal lands for 
cutting down trees, 189, 

iMOifWiy CaHaotart, 48. 

IttMitrMMiai' Ofllotrs 

See — K isboregan j . 

Iimiiiimocan and Anittant Sub* 

tMtpaatdfi of Miea 

Recruitment of, 293. 

B****-J amalpur . 

Ree^Namaaudra. 


MNm 99. 

MpoiAtaMakt of Namaaudra* •*» 361. 


t Mr, N: i. * 

Motkma utttor Rule of ^ Boagal 
0(niiKtl.ItalM, IWO.m 
Pieor (jpatoni is tk« praw; 4S. 

•mu, Mr. 4. A..L,.e.i.l. 

Sworn in, 140. 

Tangaii 

Complaint of Abu Muha|n|p4 Khaa 
and Bubtlivistonal Officer of, 36, 

* AVe^Janialpur. 

TamporartDreattlmi etutit 

Revenue aswp<metkt of, 439. 

TfKtdMMit 

For higji school*, 350. . 

For students oT iiecxmd*^ «chool», 987* 
Tliamimon, Mr. W. Hw . ^ 

Bill, Cattle, the Bengal, 1934; 335. 

Bill, .Municipal (Amendment); th# 
Calcutta, 1930, 224. 

Motion tor adjournment 6f tha 
business of the Council, 266, 967. 

TiMMfa DiitHet Board 

Flection of immifcfers to, 90. 

TItagarh Miinioi|»aljty 
,SVr— Bhatpara Municipality. 

Tramferrod Depa rtm o n t* 

(trunts for, 55 

Tratmrt, Mr. W, O.B.B. 

ApiMiintment of four Ifiniaier* and 
fixing their salanes, 427. 

Bill, Village Belf*Ooverninent (Amend- 
ment), the Bengal, 1981, 313. 
Nomtnut4d a Chairman, 14, * 

Motions under Rule 24A of ill# 
Bengal laigiidative Council Rule*. 
1990, 112. 

T iiB e r wii Mi i patlMiu 

Sanatorium for, 147. 

Ufuriaiii Uam Aot, 109. 

ViaMBy*i Mugrttifitiafy mmgi ip p|g 

aooiiiiii ■# MMaaM ^ 

^^^^***^^* Vv vWbv WBHBH 

Hmm, 16. 

Ward! Oapiitir OMItoMr 

ABpore. 









